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Please note, articles submitted by individuals do not necessarily represent
the views or policies of the Church and / or Parish Council.

From the Editor
Hooray, we’re back in print! As
COVID cases are starting to decrease
in our area our delivery volunteers
feel able to get back out on their
rounds to bring the Village News
direct to your homes once more.
Hopefully the end is in sight for this
lockdown, the days are starting to
get longer and signs of spring are
appearing, all bringing a much
needed lift to the spirits.
We have a very entertaining poem
in this month’s issue, written by
Jacqueline Sarsby, and a look forward
to September and hopefully the
return of the Uley Annual Show.

What a joy it will be to be able to
attend such events again!
This month’s cover photo, of a misty
morning at the allotments, comes
from Carole Smith. If you have any
photos of our beautiful local area
which could feature on the cover
please do send them in. Also, if you
would like to contribute an article or
advertise in the Village News then
do get in touch via the email address
below to discuss your ideas.
uleyvillagenews@gmail.com
Best wishes

Angela

Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield
Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew

The Rev’d Canon Michael Cozens
T: 01453 546459
E: mgcozens86@btinternet.com

Churchwardens
Mrs P Thomas, T: 860047
Mrs A Hardy, T: 860876

Parish day off - Friday
Messages listened to daily

All bookings for the Church and St
Giles Room to Marion Kee, T: 860364,
E: maronkee@gmail.com

www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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A Letter from Revd Ian Gardner
Dear Friends
“What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and
stare...” W.H.DAVIES
I feel sure that you will have heard
these opening words of Davies’
poem “Leisure”. It resonates with
us because our lives are busy and it
points to the dangers of ignoring the
simple things of life, nature and all
it’s beauty. W.H. Davies ‘ garden at
Glendower in Nailsworth, where he
died in 1940, was quite unruly and
overgrown, because for him nature
was better just to be left to get on
with it, rather than trying to tame it.
I would encourage you to look at his
poetry, it’s simplicity and message
for today, but it is this sense of
standing and watching that I want
to reflect upon. In this Covid crisis,
there might well be a natural desire
to shut ourselves away, indeed we
are encouraged to do so, to stop
infection happening. Yet, if we just
stood and watched and didn’t get in
involved with life, then nothing could
happen.
I am constantly amazed at how
people pull together and make
things happen and I shouldn’t
be, because so often people are
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inventive, energetic and filled with a
sense of service, that needs to seeks
an outlet and purpose.
Three examples of this purpose and
outlet come to mind, in lives lived
both locally and nationally.
Firstly, the amazing NHS response
and ongoing care of us all.
Dedication and service in the midst
of pain, sorrow and exhaustion are
images that we all recognise and
yet organisationally, the response of
services to care and to the roll out of
the vaccine, has been immense. At
the Vale Hospital in Cam, the delivery
of the vaccine to people is super
efficient. Key staff and volunteers
have worked to provide a model
of care and delivery that works
seamlessly and for that we are all
grateful. I get my first jab this week
and so I will see for myself.
Secondly I think of organisations,
largely charitable, working to
provide support to families, through
the provision of food and other
essential items. Foodbank, GL11
and Fareshare for example, provide
much needed support, to many
families and individuals, locally and
beyond. The key to their success
lies largely in the giving of time
and expertise by many committed

volunteers. I saw this first hand
recently, visiting the Fareshare
facility in Bristol. Again, such efficient
co-ordination and delivery of food
and provisions that otherwise
might be wasted and unused.
People working together to make a
difference.
Finally, I think again of our own
communities. Village and town
communities, that without the
time and effort of volunteers, would
have no local shop, or community
hall, or child care provision. Within
the church communities too, the
giving of time by many, enables
worship to take place, prayer to be
shared, caring phonecall contact
to be maintained. Small things in

themselves and yet to the recipients,
hugely important and personal.
My point is this, that whilst
W.H.Davies captures in his poetry
the need to take a moment and to
look around, for the benefit of our
health and wellbeing, we still have to
balance that with the need to step
forward, and become involved where
we can.
I would say, thank God that many
people do just that and give
themselves wholly to make lives
better for those around them.
Yours in Christ

Ian

Christian Aid News
Have you had your vaccination?
Bishop Rachel writes in the current
Bulletin from Gloucester Diocese:
“As you and your family members are
vaccinated, I would like to encourage
you to show your thanksgiving by
making a donation to the work of
Christian Aid. Whilst the cost of
vaccination in the Global South
is being met, organisations such
as Christian Aid are working with
communities where the impact of

Covid 19 has added further pain,
struggles and challenges to those
which already existed, amid poverty,
injustice and lack of resources.”
www.christianaid.org.uk
Christian Aid Week this year is 10th16th May with the theme of Justice &
Climate Change
www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/keyappeals/christian-aid-week
Watch out for local news, stories and
events in the next few weeks.
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Church News from Canon Michael
Services still on-line….for the
moment!
Whilst we all wait for news of
(hopefully) an easing of restrictions,
we are continuing to hold our
services via Zoom rather than
physically in our churches. It’s still
really good to see so many joining
each Sunday from across the 5
churches of our benefice as well
as from further afield. Zoom has
allowed some people, who would not
be able to physically get into church,
to join in worship and this has been
great. Even when we return to
church services we are committed to
live-streaming a Sunday service every
week from one of our churches. If we
can connect to the internet then we
might even, fairly soon, be able to do
this from St Giles! Watch this space.
As always joining details are given
on the homepage of the Benefice
website: www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

Lent and the journey to Easter
Lent is now underway. We are using
the Church of England material
#LiveLent: God’s Story, Our Story, for
our weekly Lent groups (via Zoom
of course!) which are running on
Monday evenings and Wednesday
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afternoons. Details of these are on
the Ewelme Benefice website. A
series of daily reflections using this
material are available to receive by
email or through an App. Further
details can be found on the Church
of England website, clicking on
#LiveLent.
Churches Together in Cam and
Dursley are holding on-line Lent
services at 6pm on each Sunday of
Lent and details of these, with joining
instructions, are also on the website.
All are very welcome to join these
services which are taking the Prayers
of Jesus as the weekly theme.
Prayers of Hope
In the churchyard outside St Giles we
have dedicated the magnolia tree
as our ‘Tree of Hope’. Children from
Uley school will be visiting to hang
their hope prayers, or their symbols
of hope, on the tree. Anyone is very
welcome to do this, particularly at
this time as we travel together in
hope towards Easter and towards
better times. Simply attaching
something like a ribbon can
symbolise a deep hope for the future
and, in Christian terms, represent all
the prayers that are being offered at
the moment.

Other outdoor prayer activities –
stone cairns and stick crosses
Using the churchyard as a special
place of prayer, look out for a cairn. A
cairn is a human-made pile of stones
that, as it grows, stands firmly as a
visual reminder of prayers that have
been offered. We will leave some
stones in the porch at St Giles and
you are invited to help yourself and
add a stone to the cairn. You’re also
very welcome to bring your own
stone and add it to the cairn, or even
paint a stone and bring it.
Taking a walk in the churchyard,
you’re very likely to come across
some twigs or pieces of branch,
or you might pick some pieces up
on your walk and bring them with
you. Simply find a quiet place in the
churchyard, place the twigs, in the
shape of a cross, on the ground and
pause for a moment. Think about
anything you might want to say sorry
for, perhaps in your own life or in the
world, then look at the cross shape
and remember Good Friday and
God’s love and forgiveness.
St Giles ‘Access for All’ project
Prue Vernon has already had some
considerable success in raising
funds towards the project at St Giles
to improve access to the building
from the outside and to make the
inside more accessible for all users.
So far her efforts have gained these
responses:

Gloucestershire Historic Churches
Trust			
£10,000
Warneford Ecclesiastical Trust
£500
Allchurches Trust		
£3,000
Uley Community Stores
£2,000
Garfield Weston			
£10,000
Laslett’s Charities		
£1,000
Local ‘Ride & Stride’ fund-raising
£556
This totals just over £27,000 which
we can add to the £100,000 we are
already holding in the fabric fund;
so just about £73,000 still to raise!
We are very aware that the time
and the circumstances have not
been right for us to organise any
local fund-raising but we will need
to turn our minds to that as the
current lockdown restrictions are
lifted. Any suggestions for fundraising ideas, please do contact
Prue or Canon Michael using the
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
email address. We’d welcome some
ideas that will also be fun to do!
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Uley Parish Council News
Council Budget, Expenditure and
Maintenance Works
As reported in the previous edition
of the Village News, at the January
meeting of Council the decision was
made to raise the Parish Council’s
annual income obtained through
Council Tax by 3%. This funding is
known as the precept. The share of
Council Tax that Uley Parish Council
receives is very small and this 3%
increase equates to an average rise
of £1.24 per annum per household in
the Parish.
The total amount of precept
requested by Uley Parish Council is
£18,710 for 2021/22. These funds will
be used by the Parish Council in
the performance of its duties and
to employ a qualified Parish Clerk/
Responsible Finance Officer on a
part-time basis, which is a legal
requirement. All Parish Councillors
are volunteers and receive no
payment for carrying out their roles
on behalf of the community.
Over the last few years and during
the period of national austerity, many
functions traditionally carried out by
County and District Councils have
been reduced or completely stopped.
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The Parish Councillors believe that
the continual reduction of routine
highways maintenance of our paths
and roads is having a negative visual
impact on the village. Therefore
the Council increased its spending
on grass cutting, strimming, drain
clearance and maintenance of bus
shelters and other street furniture.
The Parish Council overspent its
budget for routine maintenance
in 2020/21 and this is why we need
to increase the budget and thus
the precept for 2021/22. The care
that some householders take of
the frontages of their properties
and neighbouring paths is much
appreciated and enjoyed by all. As
we can no longer rely on County and
District Councils to tidy and sweep
verges and pathways like they used
to do, it would be a great boost to the
Parish if all householders could do
their bit.
Another area of increasing
expenditure is our village’s play
equipment, which, although in
good condition, is quite old. The
Parish Council is required to have
an annual independent inspection
of the play equipment and this
highlighted areas that required
repair and replacement. This work

has been completed but Uley Parish
Council spent approximately £1,800
on inspection/repairs in the last 12
months with the next inspection
planned for the summer of 2021
The annual accounts of the Parish
Council are shown on the village
website.
Tips for safety on the Bury
Following the accident on the Bury
described in the last edition we have
had some tips:
1)

Exercise in the morning when you
are fresh.
2) Make sure your boots are really
clean underneath.
3) Use of a walking pole or poles
advised on very slippery slopes.
4) In the unlikely event of a similar
accident the Fire Service is fully
equipped.

From the Registers
Recently departed:
David Jackson, David Rymer
Those whose Year’s Mind falls in
March:
Diane Mary Rule, Nan Rymer,
Stephen Bond, Ron Shipton,
Tom Smith, Doreen Meadows,
Rosemary Bowmer, Mike Reynolds,
Garry Beardshaw, Nancy Taylor,
Norma Taylor, Eleanor Goldingham,
Patricia Cooke, Marjorie Martin,
Jake Rebbeck, Christine Stonebridge,
Peggy Rymer, Christine Flood,
Margaret Evans, Philip Brooke,
Hazel Denham, Helen Poultney

Thank you to Uley Primary School

Thank you to Mrs Mandeville, the head, and all the staff and governors
team at Uley Primary, for the fabulous work they are doing with the
children of the village through this pandemic. We really appreciate how
difficult it has been to manage the school and look after the children
safely, especially with all the changes at short notice and during staff
shortages.
Well done for staying open for our key workers and working to keep the
children safe in unprecedented circumstances, both in lock down and
beyond- know that you are all really appreciated.
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Uley Annual Show
Saturday September 11th 2021
The Uley Show Committee has kick started its action plan for this year’s show.
The Village Hall is provisionally booked. Who really knows when we will get to
any kind of normality which will allow these happy days again. But we live in
hope and have to be prepared.
The Schedule is ready to go. We are repeating last year’s. The Schedule will be
available on the various websites in the village plus a copy in the shop window.
More categories to follow in next month’s issue...Have fun!
Here’s your get set and go:- Planting / Painting / Photography

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)

Vegetables

6 named edible herbs (in a vase)
4 carrots
1 sweetcorn cob
1 pumpkin / squash
2 courgettes
6 runner beans
1 colourful salad bowl
4 chillies
3 potatoes (named)
Longest runner bean
Any other vegetable

65) Landscape
66) Portrait
67) Abstract
68) Iconic Uley

Art

12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)

Fruit

6 tomatoes (retain stalks)
6 small tomatoes
6 berries
6 apples (named variety}
6 pears (named variety)
3 rhubarb
Any other fruit

Photography

69) Black and white (any subject)
70) Clouds
71) Pet(s)
72) Summer days (set of 3)

Any queries contact Moya Wallis 01453 861675
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Uley Community Stores & Post Office Diary
Tel Shop: 861592 | Tel Post Office: 860203 (Eileen, Ailsa, Carolyn and Angela)
www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk | Run by Volunteers
Looking at little snow flurries in the
sunshine, snow drops and colourful
crocuses peeping through. Spring is
on the way with hope of the vaccine
being given to so many more. Lovely
to see some volunteers who have
now had their vaccine enjoying
being back behind the shop counter.
Also welcome to our new volunteers.
The Post Office has certainly NOT
calmed down since Christmas. The
ladies are very busy as there is so
much ordering and returning on line
via the PO plus other transactions.
They have to ask many more
questions for parcels being sent,
UK and abroad. Also when finished
serving, there is often a lot to follow
up on. Please try and get to the
PO in good time before they close
1pm so not to be disappointed. The
ladies do need their lunch hour. They
thank you for your patience and
understanding.
Don’t forget Mother’s Day, Sunday
March 14th. A selection of cards and
yummy goodies are in stock, flowers
too. Hopefully the very cold snap
hasn’t affected them.
Easter is early in April this year. Our
WI Ladies have been busy knitting
the very popular ducks containing a

small Easter egg. They’ll be waddling
off the counter very quickly!! We have
lots more Easter eggs available too.
There will be an Easter Raffle. For
every multiple of £10 you spend in
the shop you will get a free raffle
ticket to be drawn on Good Friday
about 11am. Do come along and join
in the fun!!
Early warning of the change of
opening hours for Easter:
Good Friday April 2nd
Shop: 8am – 12pm
Post Office: closed
Easter Saturday April 3rd
Shop: 8am – 1pm
Post Office: 9am – 12.30pm
Easter Sunday April 4th
Shop: 9am – 12pm
Post Office: closed
Easter Monday April 5th
Shop: 8am - 12pm
Post Office: closed
If you have a suggestion for any new
items you would like stocked please
let us know.

Pami Davis
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The Uley Society
Registered Charity Number: 295000
The Uley Society Needs YOU
The objectives of the Uley Society
can be summarised as to promote
and coordinate activities for the
maintenance and enrichment of
life in Uley and Owlpen. In recent
years the main activities of the Uley
Society have been to organise and
support the Uley Annual Show and
to invite a guest speaker to talk to
members and guests on the third
Thursday of each month from
September to April in the Village Hall.
The talks and presentations have
ranged from subject matter such as
local industrial history and geology
to cheese making to the Battle of
Rourke’s Drift. These meetings and
the annual walk offer our more
isolated members an opportunity to
get out, meet others and socialise.
Unfortunately the Covid-19 pandemic
put a stop to both the monthly
meetings and the 2020 Uley Annual
Show. We look forward to the day in
the future when we can restart our
normal activities.
The influence of the Uley Society
can be seen in many places around
the village – the Walking Map in
front of Uley Community Stores, The
History of Uley book, the Memorial
to John Daniel and over the years a
number of donations to good causes
14

in the village. The Society also holds
an extensive archive of historical
material and photos of Uley and its
past residents.
In normal years we would have held
our AGM last September but thanks
to the pandemic it was indefinitely
postponed. With no realistic prospect
of being able to hold a physical
gathering of members any time
soon we are now planning to run an
electronic AGM in a process similar to
that used by Uley Community Stores.
In due course we will notify Society
members about the E-AGM process
and timetable but there is no point
doing so until we are in a position
to nominate the Society’s new
Committee for election. The Society’s
Constitution, filed with the Charity
Commission, specifies a minimum
number of Officers and Committee
members. Two existing Committee
members are stepping down at this
AGM and Rod White is stepping
down as Treasurer whilst remaining
on the Committee. Which brings me
nicely to The Uley Society needs
YOU. The Society needs a new
Treasurer and additional Committee
members. Normally we would appeal
to those present at the AGM to step
forward but in this case there will
be no physical meeting. We are

now appealing to our members
and other residents of Uley and
Owlpen to step up and volunteer.
None of the vacant roles are difficult
or particularly time consuming.
Rod White will help the incoming
Treasurer to learn the ropes and for
normal Committee members there
are 4 short Committee meetings
a year to oversee Society activities.
New Committee members with
fresh ideas will be very welcome. You
must be a member of the Society
to serve on the Committee but the
membership fee is only £12 per year

Village Lottery
1st prize, £15 - Mel Sutton
The winner of the second prize kindly
re-donated the money.
Congratulations and thank you to
all members ; your support is very
much appreciated . If you are not a
member and would like to be, please
email me or pick up a form from the
shop.

and in any case we will propose at
the E-AGM to waive membership
fees for the current year.
Please consider if you help the
Uley Society by getting involved
as Treasurer or as a Committee
member. If you have any questions
about what is involved please
contact me, Andy Davis in the first
instance on 01453 860945.

Andy Davis

Chairman, The Uley Society

Children’s
Society Box
Collection
Due to the ongoing advice to stay
at home to reduce covid infection
transmission, I hope to be able to
contact box holders individually to
arrange box collection as soon as
restrictions ease, hopefully during
the month of March!

va.boroughs@btinternet.com
Thank you,

Vicky Boroughs

Erica Fawcus Gibbs
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Uley WI Diary

ULEY WI
DIARY: February 2021
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Margaret Phillips demonstrating how to mak
bee hotel

If you would like an invitation to join in, contact
Belinda Williams at secretary.uleywi@gmail.com.

Locally home grown flowers for all occasions from May to Oct:
Flexible wedding flower packages, monthly subscription flowers*
and bouquet deliveries*, funeral tributes*, workshops, pick your
own, gift vouchers. (*From March)
2021 Flower workshops (Subject to government guidelines):

hanging
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Hallcreating
forUley
herVillage
role in
thewall
beautifully
embroidered wall hangings in Uley’s
Village Hall and the Church of St Giles.
She involved many villagers in creating
these works of art, giving all a sense of
pride in their achievements. Do have a
closer look at them when next you can
go into those places. Margaret’s talent
for inspiring others to learn continues.
She remains an inspiration to Uley WI.

● Garden to vase (10-1pm)
3rd & 20th Aug, 5th Sept
● Pick your own flowers
3rd & 10th Oct
●Margaret
Dried flowerPhillips
wreaths demonstratin
6th Novg how to make
● Christmas wreaths
3rd Dec, 4th Dec
bee hotel

a

2021 Gardening workshops
● Cut Flower Growing (10–4pm)
10th April, 26th June, 21st August, 16th Oct
See website or email for more details.
Contact Fiona Porter, Withywind, Ham Lane, Coaley, GL11 5AS
fiona@cotswold-country-flowers.co.uk
07967 416799
www.cotswold-country-flowers.co.uk

Ann Warrender
Christingle Marmalade
in aid of The Children’s Society
Delicious home made 3 fruit marmalades
made with sweet and Seville oranges with
lemons or lime
453g jar £3.00
340g jar £2.50

Uley Bus Group
Friendly & reliable daily community
minibus transport to:

Marling School & Stroud High School

Please ring Liz Rymer 860520 or Prue Vernon
860329 to book quantity and arrange collection
or email the parish office
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com

Support your local village not-for-profit
service. Caring & responsible drivers.
Reduce the number of cars on the school
run. The more passengers the less it costs!

Please pay online to the Uley with Owlpen &
Nympsfield Parochial Church Council with the
reference ‘marmalade’
Sort Code: 20-33-83 | A/C: 43042057
Or cash in an envelope on collection

Places available from:
Coaley, Draycott, Cam, Dursley (Kingshill,
Sainsbury’s, Yellow Hundred Close) and
Uley Post Office from September 2021

It’s very good!

For more information contact Belinda Holley
860604 / 07966 684204
belindajholley@gmail.com
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mattsummersfurniture
hand-built fitted &
freestanding
furniture

C

C

lemootle

contemporary or
traditional design
hardwood or softwood

lemootle
lemootle
lemootle
C

C

LUXURY PET BOUTIQUE
LUXU RY PPE TETB OU
QU E
LUXURY
BOT IUTIQUE

N AT U R A L | ECO-F RIE NDLY | U. K . M ADE P RODU CTS
| ECO-FRIENDLY | U. K. M ADE PRODUCTS
N ATU NAT
RALU RAL
| ECO
- F RI E ND LY | U. K . M AD E P RO D U C TS
LUXU RY P E T www.cl
BO U T IQU E e mootl e p etb outi q ue.co. uk
www.clemootlepetboutique.co. uk
contact Matt to Ndiscuss
www.c
tl eTpSeetb
o uouti
ti q uqe.co.
uku k uk
acontact@clemootlepetboutique.co.
eROmootl
p etb
ue.co.
AT UR A L your
| ECO - ideas
FR I ENDLY | cont
U.K.
MctA D@cl
El ePmo
Do UC
655374
co nt act @cl e07
mo07725
o
tl
e
p
etb
o
u
ti
q
u
e.co.
uk
72 5 655 374
t:01455 861623 m:07879
638927
www.c
le mo o t le p et b o u t iq u e.co. uk 07 725 6 55 374
co nt a ct @c le mo o t le p et b o u t iq u e.co. uk
visit mattsummersfurniture.co.uk
07725 655 374
for more information
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The Ewelme Benefice
Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield

Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew
The Revd Canon Michael Cozens - 01453 546459 mgcozens86@btinternet.com
Churchwardens - Ann Hardy 860876, Pauline Thomas 01453 860047
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

March 2021 Services
At the beginning of the latest lockdown we took the decision to suspend
services in our church buildings and return to on-line services via Zoom.
You are very welcome to join us!
We took this decision in support of the ‘Stay at Home’ message and also in
recognition of our responsibility to keep everyone as safe as possible and to do
all that we can to protect the NHS.
We will review this decision as changes are made to the national lockdown
restrictions and we hope that we will be able to return to church services in
time to celebrate Easter.
Please continue to check our website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk where we
will post details of any changes to the current arrangements.
Church opening times:
St Giles
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am – 3pm
St Bartholomew’s
Wednesdays & Saturdays 10am – 3pm
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
by arrangement. Please contact
Canon Michael
Parish Administration
Please contact the Parish Office:
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
01453 549280
The office is currently closed but
emails will be answered and
messages picked up.

Church Activities
Evening Prayer via Zoom
A short 20 minute service on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays at 6pm
Joining details are on our website.
Saturday 20th March at 1pm
Joe and Mollie hope to be married in
Holy Cross, Owlpen.
Up to date information can be
found on our website:
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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