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Please note, articles submitted by individuals do not necessarily represent
the views or policies of the Church and / or Parish Council.

Uley Parish Council News
Fantastic news for Uley Surgery
The Cam and Uley family Practice
has announced that they are
extending Cam services so that
patients will be able to book to see
a doctor again at Uley Surgery from
8th November, so by the time you
read this we hope that some people
will have been to see a doctor there!
It hasn’t been open since the start of
the pandemic so it’s great news!
Uley surgery will have to close for
refurbishments sometime early next
spring, but meanwhile will be open
to book using the current online or
telephone service, and continue to
use our dispensary.
Uley Parish Council wish to convey
our most sincere thanks and best
wishes to all the GP’s, nurses,
dispensing staff and practice staff
- we know how hard they are all
working at this incredibly busy time,
and we really appreciate that they
will be able to care for Uley and
Nympsfield patients again at Uley
surgery. We are truly grateful we
can stop all the extra travelling and
get back to seeing a doctor at our
wonderful thriving local GP surgery.
Please be aware that the practice has
introduced a ‘ kindness and respect
policy’ on their CUFP website as a

result of abuse that their staff have
had from a minority of patients,and
help us to encourage everyone to
adhere to this as booking will still be
busy through the winter months.
It’s use it or lose it! Make sure you
specify that you want to use Uley
when you need to see a doctor!
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Oak
Tree Saplings
Uley Parish Council are looking for
suitable locations to plant up to four
oak tree saplings within the parish
boundary to commemorate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.
It would be helpful to know if the
landowner has agreed if you are
nominating private land.
Please email your suggestions with
any relevant ownership information
to clerk@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Grant Funding 2022
Uley Parish Council have allocated
funding to some of the local
organisations through its annual
grant programme to be paid in May
2022. The year’s recipients are:
Cam, Dursley & Uley Joint Woodlands
Committee - £350
Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper - £50
Millennium Green - £350
Prema Arts Centre - £500
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WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY,
HEALTHY CHRISTMAS

This Christmas the Friends of Uley
School have organised a special
Christmas Tree, which will sit on the
corner of Green Close, for village
residents and passers by to enjoy.
It's been another challenging year for
everyone, and we hope this will bring
some much needed Christmas spirit to
our wonderful community.
With love & best wishes, The Friends of Uley School
x
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From the Editor

2021 has been a funny old year again,
but we’ve made it through, and
celebrations for Christmas this year
look set to be a bit more like how I’m
sure we would all hope to spend the
season.
In recent months it has been lovely
to be able to put notices in the
Village News about community
events again. If there is enough
interest I may start up the events
calendar again next year, so please
do get in touch if your group would

like to feature. Send in the details to
uleyvillagenews@gmail.com.
Talking of village events there are
several Christmassy happenings
mentioned in this month’s issue, so
do read on to find out all the dates to
put in your diary.
I hope you all have a very merry
Christmas and best wishes for the
New Year.

Angela

Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield
Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew

The Rev’d Canon Michael Cozens
T: 01453 546459
E: mgcozens86@btinternet.com

Churchwardens
Mrs P Thomas, T: 860047
Mrs A Hardy, T: 860876

Parish day off - Friday
Messages listened to daily

All bookings for the Church and St
Giles Room to Marion Kee, T: 860364,
E: maronkee@gmail.com

www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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Church News from Canon Michael

What’s happening at St Giles?
I was told that some of the children
at Uley Playgroup were watching
a flatbed lorry make a delivery to
the church and were asking the
Playgroup leaders if they knew
what was happening. Well, the
work on our ‘Access for All’ project
is now very much underway. The
contractors, Chappell and Dix, began
work on 18th October and as you
can see from these photos, they
have not wasted any time! Even in
the early stages of the work we can
feel a sense of the space inside the
building becoming more accessible
which is really encouraging.
This link will take you to more
information about the project on the
Ewelme Benefice website: https://
ewelmebenefice.co.uk/events/accessfor-all-project/
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Services are continuing. At the
moment we are still able to hold
services, although it might be
necessary to move a service to one
of our other churches at short notice.
Please continue to check the website
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk for upto-date details about service times
and venues. Sadly, whilst work is
being carried out inside the church,
we will not be able to leave the
church open for private prayer.
The project is costing in the region
of £200,000 and we will need to
continue to fund-raise to replenish
our financial reserves. If you would
like to know more about this
project and feel able to make a
donation, please follow the link on
the Ewelme Benefice website www.
ewelmebenefice.co.uk

Sunday 19th December
6pm
A traditional candlelit carol service
in the church of the Holy Cross in
Owlpen. Please be aware that the
church could be full, that social
distancing will not be possible and
masks will need to be worn during
the singing.
Wednesday 22nd December 6pm
A more informal service of carols with
December christingles in St
Bartholomew’s in Nympsfield. Social
distancing will not be possible and
masks will need to be worn during
the singing.

What do we do about celebrating
Christmas?
This is a challenging question for
us for two reasons; Covid and the
ongoing work in St Giles. We very
much want to be able to hold some
Christmas services in our churches
this year but we are very aware
that, with the number of Covid
cases rising locally at the moment,
we might need to make some last
minute decisions about whether
planned services can take place. At
the moment our plans are:

Christmas Eve
3pm and 5pm
The same simple Crib Service in St
Giles in Uley. As we will probably not
be able to use all of the building, we
will hold 2 services to help spread the
numbers. We will keep the service
short and not have christingles this
year although we will still have a
collection for the Children’s Society
and hope to have a Christingle
Service in the new year. We will need
to ask adults to wear masks during
the singing.
Christmas Day
10am
A service of Holy Communion
for Christmas Morning. Social
distancing will probably not be
possible depending on numbers and
masks will need to be worn during
the singing.
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A Letter from Canon Michael
Dear friends
‘And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth’.
(John 1:14)
I’m not sure how the tradition came
about but it is traditional for a priest
to read the opening verses of St
John’s gospel as the final reading
in a Christmas carol service. After
almost 30 years of priesthood I still
feel the huge privilege of doing
that and always experience a spinetingling moment as I read those
concluding words. Here is the reality
of what we are celebrating this and
every Christmas; that our God, in the
person of Jesus Christ, actually came
down to earth and lived a life – 33
years we are told – just like us. God
lived among us; experienced life in all
its messiness; experienced hurt and
pain as well as joy and love.
I am very fortunate to have been
able to make a short visit to the Holy
Land some years ago and so every
Christmas I can take myself back
to my experience of Bethlehem.
Not looking quite as it would have
done when Jesus was born, but still
a place of powerful significance to
a pilgrim visitor. I remember the
8

humbling experience of stooping to
enter the Basilica of the Nativity in
Manger Square; the low doorway was
apparently designed to keep camels
out! The church is said to be one
of the oldest in Christendom, built
in the 4th century and it certainly
looks and feels very old. The walls are
almost black from candle soot and
the floor is filthy and worn from the
millions of pilgrims. In the centre of
the church is an altar and beneath
the altar is a sort of cave which you
descend into via a narrow staircase.
In this small, cramped space, there
is another altar and under that altar
is a star which has words carved
into it that translate as, ‘here Jesus
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary’.
Another spine-tingling moment.
Of course we can’t be sure of the
exact place where Jesus was born,
but the experience of actually being
in Bethlehem makes it feel very real
and very close. Even if we haven’t
had the privilege of visiting the
Holy Land, pausing to reflect on the
reality of our Christmas celebrations;
perhaps reading those words from
John’s Gospel or Luke’s version of
the nativity story, or the words of
a favourite carol, remind us again
that into a very dangerous, troubled,
messy world, Jesus was born.

Our world today feels pretty messy.
Covid is still very much part of our
lives and all of us have been affected
by it in some way, either directly
or in our families, or our work or
our local community. The climate
and the very future of our world
continue to be major news and
that is inevitably unsettling and
deeply concerning. We will all know
people who are struggling at the
moment with health issues or other
challenges affecting their daily lives.
We might be struggling ourselves.

The amazing, wonderful news is
that at Christmas we celebrate
the birth of the one who came to
be the light shining in the darkest
places of our world and our lives, and
‘the darkness did not overcome it’.
However ‘messy’ things might feel at
the moment, I pray that the light, the
joy and the love of the Christ-child
will shine brightly and bless all our
celebrations.

From the Registers

Save the date!

A very happy Christmas to you all!

Canon Michael

Recently Baptised
Finley Robert Stevenson in St
Bartholomew’s

Ewelme Benefice is planning a quiet
day on Saturday 5th March, 2022 at
St James Church.

Recently Married
Brandon Whitaker & Diane Stenson
David Vaiani & Rosanna Harris
Joe Coggins & Mollie Hamblin
Correction: Robert Coates and
Emma Tyror-Taylor

The day is entitled:

Those whose Year’s Mind falls in
December
Nancy Wordsworth, Lesley Mervyn
Smith, Andrew “Andy” Johnson,
Hilary Bay McManus, Patricia” Pat”
Athey, Lindsey Street, Roy Dauncey,
Malcolm Hall, Arthur Philpott

DRAWING NEARER TO GOD
Come and explore different ways of
reflecting on God as we enter Lent.
There will be an array of different
ways of reflecting including singing,
art, poetry, labyrinth, mindfulness,
movement and prayer.
More detail will appear in the new
year, but meanwhile keep the date
free in your new diaries
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Uley Community Stores & Post Office Diary
Tel Shop: 861592 | Tel Post Office: 860203 (Eileen, Ailsa, Carolyn and Angela)
www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk | Run by Volunteers
The AGM had a very good
attendance. The AGM presentation,
minutes and financial statement are
now on the website.
There is now a plan to hold an
evening in the spring to celebrate
the success of the shop and to make
plans for the next 6 years for which
we will need your support. More
details to follow.
December is here, Christmas
decorations are going up, lights a
twinkling and of course a Christmas
raffle. We have to maintain some
traditions! Paul and Deborah
Lawrence have once again donated a
lovely Christmas hamper. To be in for
a chance to win it, for every multiple
of £10 you spend in the shop you
will get a free entry. Spend £40 and
not only will you get 4 entries but a
free Uley Bag too!!! HO, HO, HO. The
draw will be held Wednesday 22nd
December at 1pm. The winner will
be notified and the result will be
announced in the Village News next
year.
There is a great selection of
Christmas gifts and yummy goods
on sale. Plus all the ingredients
needed to make your Christmas
cakes, puddings and mince pies.
10

As in previous years for December
only, the Post Office will remain
open through the lunch hour from
Monday 6th until Wednesday 22nd
inclusive to help with the Christmas
rush. Ladies, thank you. There have
been some changes to the last
dates for sending your cards and
parcels both for the UK and abroad,
check at the PO. They recommend
that to have the best chance of
the same evening pick up to get
to the Post Office by 4pm Mon –
Friday, Wednesday 3.30pm. Note
that Saturday’s post is collected at
10.50am. Please be aware due to
the continuing Covid-19 situation
there are fewer international flights
which will have the knock on effect
of delays to parcels being delivered,
another good reason to post early.
When queuing outside in the
changeable weather there are
umbrellas provided.
Uley Community Spirit grants
will be available once again next
year, to Uley charities and similar
organisations. Application forms
and scheme guidelines are available
to download from the website.
Application forms are available from
the shop too. The closing date is
Friday 31st December 2021.

FESTIVE FUN
Join us between 12th and
24th December to enjoy the
festive windows around the
village. Simply purchase a
map (via facebook page or
the shop), take a walk and
mark it off - or follow the
journey on social media.

#UleyAdvent
uley_windows_of_advent/

Back to the Christmas spirit, I’d like
to thank Sophie and Alastair Knight
from Wresden Farm who kindly
donated the shop’s Christmas Tree
decorated by Steve Hadrell, Anna,
Matt, Joseph and Louis Summers.
Our festive opening hours are:
Friday 24th December
Shop open: 8-1, Post Office: 9-12.30
Christmas Day
Shop and Post Office: closed
Boxing Day
Shop open: 9-12, Post Office: closed

On 12th December to celebrate
the launch there will also be
festive refreshments.
uley_windows_of_advent

Monday 27th December
Shop open: 9-12, Post Office: closed
Tuesday 28th December
Shop open: 9-12, Post Office: closed
New Year’s Eve
Shop open: 8-1, Post Office: 9-12.30
New Year’s Day
Shop open: 9-12, Post Office: closed
Sunday 2nd January
Shop open: 9-12, Post Office: closed
Monday 3rd January
Shop open: 9-12, Post Office: closed
Wishing you all
A Very Merry Christmas

Pami Davis
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12 ideas for a more
sustainable Christmas
1)

Xmas card list trimming! Verbally
greeting the people you see instead
of sending a card can reduce your list.
For those you do send, charity cards
and FSC or PEFC certified cards are
a positive move. Another option is to
send an e-card.
2) ♫ ‘Brown paper packages tied up
with string’ ♫ can be just as exciting,
especially when given the personally
decorated touch. Recycled wrapping
paper or fabric is a good choice too.
Try paper tape instead of plastic tape
or cleverly fold paper and tie with
string or raffia.
3) Christmas cards from previous years
can be made into gift tags and
decorate presents.
4) Shopping locally to support local
businesses, avoiding multi-national
companies and imported products
with high carbon footprints.
5) Supporting the circular economy by
buying secondhand gifts is not only
kind to the planet but usually the
pocket too! Toys, books and clothes
for example can be found in charity
shops or online sites.
6) Giving consumable gifts is very often
appreciated as many of us have too
many ‘things’. Have fun choosing
treats such as cheeses, specialty
foods, a Xmas cake, nuts, preserves
or soaps. Homemade treats have a
special value.

7) Maybe think of the gift of time
together – a shared lunch, visit or
an experience – for children too.
8) Considering a charity donation for
‘the person who has everything’ can
be win – win!
9) Choosing a Christmas tree grown
in Britain lessens ‘tree miles’ and
discourages imported pests and
diseases; recycling for shredding
afterwards is eco-friendly.
10) Careful planning can help to avoid
over buying food for the festive
season but if you have excess, the
Olio app connects neighbours with
each other, and local businesses, for
sharing of food, and other items, to
prevent waste.
11) Christmas dinner is feast time! Local,
ethically reared, organic or free range
meat is a good choice. For a plant
based option there are some tasty
recipes that live up to the occasion.
12) Eco – friendly crackers are a snappy
idea! Good examples have plastic
free gifts, and packaging in recycled
paper from a sustainable source.
Homemade crackers are fun to make
and fill and a great activity with
children. Use old wrapping paper
and cardboard rolls, devise jokes and
make tiny gifts (eg homemade tree
decorations, or home cooked treats).

Kathy Williams
Coaley and Uley CAN
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ULEY SCHOOL NEEDS You!
Each year through fund-raising events, the Friends of Uley School
(FUS) raise critical funds to support the school. Over the years
these funds have been used for essential classroom supplies, play
and sports equipment, IT equipment, school trips and so much
more...
Without the parents, carers and wider community supporting the
school and these events, none of this would be possible and we
thank you for all that you have done.
However the restrictions over the last two years mean our efforts
have been greatly limited, and as a result we have a shortfall in
the 'pot' which normally funds some very important resources.
Therefore if you are able to support us with a donation, large or
small we'd love to hear from you. Or, please visit:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/friends-of-uley-school

www.friendsofuleyschool.org
Thank

14

you

x

Third Open Letter to Uley Shop Members and Uley Village
Residents concerning the future of the Uley Shop
Dear Members and Residents of Uley,
In our previous Open Letters
of March and August 2021 we
advised that the lease on the shop
premises is to expire in July 2022
and this presented a material level
of uncertainty with regard to the
future of the shop and outlined
our thinking on what options were
available
It has always been the Committee’s
view that the location of the shop
is excellent, that we have limited
appetite for a material property
transaction such as a purchase of
the premises and that a renewal or
extension of our lease was our best
option .
The Committee is pleased to
advise that we have now reached
agreement in principle for an
extension of our lease until end
December 2027 . This has been
agreed on commercial terms and
is currently subject to review by our
respective lawyers with a view to
commencement in January 2022.
We are of course delighted that this
should secure the medium term
future of the shop.

For a moment we can reflect on the
very succesful track record of our
shop and the valuable role it has
played in Uley village community,
particularly in recent difficult times.
However, it is very important that
we ensure the next phase of the
shop’s journey is equally successful.
Our current volunteer model and
support of numerous stakeholders,
which has made us so succesful,
is not to be taken for granted. We
need to review our business model,
generate refreshed enthusiasm and
endeavour from existing volunteers
and importantly recruit new
volunteers with the necessary skills
to ensure our continued success.
The Committee discussed the future
operations of the shop at our AGM
on Saturday November 13th. The
minutes of the AGM are available at
www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk

Uley C
ommunity Store
C
ommittee
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Uley WI Diary
November 2021
Magically, the October meeting
really did take place in Uley’s Village
Hall with Kerry Scorah, member of
the Magic Circle, entertaining us
with amazingly clever tricks and
fascinating insights into the world
of magic. That was, however, to be
the one and only Village Hall-based
meeting for 2021. We had dearly
hoped to hold the usual Christmas
dinner party there in December,
but sadly, the Covid situation – yet
again – precludes that happening.
Undaunted by this latest setback,
members are conjuring up ideas for
alternative seasonal celebrations. Will
let you know how that pans out next
time!
Meanwhile, November’s meeting, our
AGM, was held via Zoom once again,
with the entire business efficiently
conducted within a mere 30 minutes
(including time to beat off some
tiresome computer gremlins).
Treasurer, Tania Lee reported on
our finances which, despite difficult
circumstances over the past year,
were still healthy enough to allow us
to vote in favour of donating another
£250 to the Stroud Women’s Refuge.
Belinda Williams, the Secretary
and Sally Lamerton, the President
reviewed the challenges and
achievements of this past year
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in their respective reports. Given
the obstacles thrown up by Covid
concerns and restrictions, it was
heartening to hear them reflect on
how we still managed to do loads
of activities. Both Sally and Belinda
have worked tirelessly keeping
members informed and involved,
for which we are so appreciative.
Heather Morgan, who so ably
organised our speakers for the past
couple of years retired from the
Committee and we thank her for
organising a pageant of engaging
talks and demonstrations. All six
other Committee members were
re-elected and we were delighted
to welcome Catherine Day onto the
Committee.
With AGM business over, Sally
introduced Jane Napper, who
then gave us a superb lesson on
‘Making Chocolates’. Jane showed
us how to make salted caramel filled
chocolates using the ‘easy microwave
method’. Hmm – I’m not sure that
it will be as easy to replicate as she
made it appear from the comfort
of her well-equipped, beautifullyorganised kitchen in Whitstable on
the other side of the country! Jane
clearly demonstrated each stage of
the chocolate-making process, giving
useful tips along with a detailed
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Uley Shop Window Displays
Each month a local group uses the window display area in our village shop to
tell the village about what they do or events which are being held.
The monthly window displays run from the first Sunday of each month.

We are now booking the displays from
2nd January 2022.
What could your group tell the village about?
Please contact Angela at ajhaddrell@outlook.com or 860148 if you are
interested or leave a note for her at the Post Office counter.

Longfield Community Hospice
Longfield Reindeer Romp 2021
We’re excited to announce that our
fabulous festive Reindeer Romp is
back! Join us for a festive 5k walk, jog
or run through Stratford Park, Stroud
on Sunday 12th December at 10am.
Why not pop on your free antlers
and join us with your friends, family
and even your dog and enjoy our
Christmassy challenge to raise funds
and help us support our patients and
their families?
To find out more please visit https://
www.longfield.org.uk/event/reindeerromp
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Christmas Tree Recycling
Campaign
Longfield Community Hospice has
launched its annual Christmas Tree
Recycling Campaign, where, for a
donation, local volunteers will pick
up your tree at the end of the festive
season and take it to be recycled.
To book your Real Christmas Tree
collection please visit www.justhelping.org.uk/register-tree and
make a suggested donation of £10
or more. Registration will close
on Monday 3rd January 2022. We
will collect between the 9th – 11th
January 2022 from households
across Stroud District.

Village Lottery The Uley Society
100 Club Winners:
October
1st (£15) - Moya Wallis
2nd (£10) - Tim Powell
November
1st - Rachel Opher
2nd - Chas Kirk
Congratulations to all winners

Vicky Boroughs

va.boroughs@btinternet.com

Celebrating the life of
Steve Plain
I am planning a celebration of my
brother Steve’s life, with free drinks
and hopefully entertainment.
If you knew him, or know of him,
please contact me on 07530 944001
to give an idea of numbers, so a
suitable venue can be found.

THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER 2021.
This is the date of our next meeting
at 7.30 p.m. Uley Village Hall. Our
speaker will be John Butterworth
a journalist and newspaper editor
for many years. He will be telling us
about his time and adventures in
Uganda visiting a 9 yr old boy he had
sponsored near the Congo border, in
addition to delivering aid to remote
villages.
You do not need to be a member,
just come along and enjoy the
evening!

Happy Paws
For all your Dog Needs
• Dog Walking- Individual or
Group walks
• Dog Training
• Home Visits

To be arranged ASAP, Covid allowing.

John D’lembert

For more information or to book in call
Harriet McPherson on 07789 887728
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations

S HANICE G OSS, AATQB
Bookkeeping - VAT - CIS
Payroll - Administration
07791 475431
bencombebooks@outlook.com

01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com

www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU
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mattsummersfurniture
hand-built fitted &
freestanding
furniture

C

C

lemootle

contemporary or
traditional design
hardwood or softwood

lemootle
lemootle
lemootle
C

C
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for more information
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The Ewelme Benefice
Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield

Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew
The Revd Canon Michael Cozens - 01453 546459 mgcozens86@btinternet.com
Churchwardens - Ann Hardy 01453 860876, Pauline Thomas 01453 860047
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

December 2021 Services
Sunday 5th December
St Bartholomew’s
St Mark’s, Woodmancote

2nd Sunday of Advent
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion
5.00pm
Taize Service

Sunday 12th December
St Giles

3rd Sunday of Advent
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion

Sunday 19th December
St Giles

4th Sunday of Advent
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion

Holy Cross		

6.00pm

Wednesday 22nd December
St Bartholomew’s
6.00pm

Carol Service
Carol Service with Christingles

Friday 24th December
St Giles
St Giles		
St James, Dursley

Christmas Eve
Crib Service
3.00pm
Crib Service
5.00pm
Midnight Mass
11.00pm

Saturday 25th December
St Giles
Sunday 26th December
St James, Dursley

Christmas Day
10.00am
Christmas Day Communion Service
First Sunday of Christmas
10.00am
Benefice Holy Communion

Please continue to regularly check our website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
Church opening times
St Giles is currently closed to visitors
during the week, St Bartholomew’s is
open during the week.
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
by arrangement. Please contact
Canon Michael
Parish Administration
Please contact the Parish Office:
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
01453 549280
When the office is closed, emails will still
be answered and messages picked up.

Church Activities
Saturday 4th - 1pm
Blessing of Marriage in Holy Cross,
Owlpen
Saturday 11th
Christmas Fayre in the Village Hall
Saturday 18th - 10.30am and 11.30am
Shoppers Carols in St James, Dursley
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