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Dear Friends
As I write this, we have just celebrated the
second Sunday of Easter and it feels as though the
Easter season has only just got going following the
long weeks of Lent. It is hard to put into words the experience of being in
church for the service on Easter Sunday morning; the first time since early
January. To physically be present with other people, even masked, was a
strong reminder of the significance of being part of the gathered Church, the
people of God, responding joyfully to the good news of Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead. Being able to then go outside our church building at the end of
the service and to sing ‘Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!’ was, as the saying
goes, ‘the icing on the cake’!
My Easter morning had begun early when I was interviewed on BBC Radio
Gloucestershire to talk about our Trees of Hope in the churchyards at
St James and also outside St Giles in Uley. They have been well-used by
members of our community, including the children from Uley School who were
able to visit the tree at St Giles, in their ‘bubbles’, to hang wooden crosses
that they had personalised with coloured beads.
The crosses, beads and ribbons are symbols, physical reminders of the
things that we are all hoping and praying for as we move forward, following the
Roadmap that gradually, we pray, will see the lifting of the restrictions that
we have all been living under. We make this journey during the Easter season;
the season of hope. It is the time in the Church year when we read the
stories of Jesus’ resurrection appearances; all the occasions when he
appeared, not only to his followers but to many others, to prove that he was
indeed alive; that he had overcome death and risen again. We also read from
the Acts of the Apostles about what happened to Jesus’ followers after he
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returned to heaven at the Ascension. We hear the story of Pentecost; the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church; stories of those
men, women and children who formed the early church and spread the Good
News of Easter.
The members of the early church were travelling forward in very uncertain
times and without any clear sense of where they were heading; certainly they
didn’t have a roadmap! As we all begin to emerge from this past year, we are
aware that we go forward into what has been described as ‘a new landscape’
and this is also very true for the church community. We will all need to allow
ourselves a period of re-orientation; time to take stock; to reflect; to reassess the things that are important for us to take forward and to perhaps lay
down those things that are clearly not. We will be doing this as members of
the Church, both local and national, as we look to discern how God wants us to
be His people in this new landscape.
We do all this, of course, aware of all that has been lost in this past year
and especially of those people; all who have died and all who have been
affected by the death of a friend or loved one. The first Sunday after Easter
was overshadowed by the news of the death of the Duke of Edinburgh.
Amongst the many tributes being paid to him, we heard of his strong Christian
faith, a faith shared deeply with HM the Queen. As we gave thanks for Prince
Philip’s life and prayed for the Queen and her family in their bereavement, we
were reminded that love and loss touches everyone, but that our hope is for a
share in the risen life that Jesus won for us all at Easter.
With my prayers and best wishes
Canon Michael

******************************

Just a reminder that you must book to come to a live church service,
as places are limited and social distancing is observed, also face
coverings must be worn and no singing in the congregation.
Just think how good it will feel when these restrictions are lifted, let
us pray that it is soon as we do miss the freedom.
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Church News from Canon Michael
Ewelme Benefice services for May 2021
Sunday 2nd May - 5th Sunday of Easter
St Bartholomew’s
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
St James
10.00am Parish Holy Communion **
Sunday 9th May - 6th Sunday of Easter
St Giles
10.00am Benefice Holy Communion
St James
10.00am Parish Holy Communion **
Thursday 13th May - Ascension Day
St James
10.00am Holy Communion
Via Zoom
7.30pm Evening Service
Sunday 16th May - 7th Sunday of Easter
St James
8.00am Holy Communion
St Giles
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
11.30am Annual Meetings in St Giles
St Mark’s
10.30am Service of the Word
Sunday 23rd May - Pentecost Sunday
St Giles
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
St James
10.00am Parish Holy Communion **
11.30am Annual Meetings in St James
Sunday 30th May - Trinity Sunday
Holy Cross
10.00am Morning Service
St James
10.00am Parish Holy Communion **
** indicates live-stream
Annual Meetings
This year, the Annual Meeting of Parishioners to elect churchwardens will
be held on Sunday 23rd May at 11.30am. It will be immediately
followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) at which the
2020 annual accounts will be presented, PCC members will be elected
and reports on aspects of church life will be received. We hope to hold
these meetings in St James.
Electoral Roll
The revised Roll will be printed out and displayed in St James from 9th
May until the APCM takes place. This is so that it can be checked for
accuracy. No additions or deletions can be made from this date until
after the APCM has taken place. For any queries about the Roll, please
do contact Chris Raffle, our Electoral Roll Officer, on either
rafflechristine@gmail.com or 545684.
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Photograph taken from the Diocesan Website…….

Following the death of Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
we might let his memory
inspire some prayers:
As Prince Philip was a
refugee in early childhood,
we pray for all refugees and
asylum seekers, that they
may find rescue and a
welcome in new homes.
As Philip suffered family
break-up during his
childhood, we pray for all children who suffer from broken homes and
family break-up, that they may be comforted and find healing love.
As Philip found strength and help through his school, we give thanks for
schools and teachers, and pray for them, that they may help their
pupils.
As Philip served bravely in the navy, we pray for all who serve in navies,
armies and air forces, that they may only be used well, for justice and
seeking peace.
As Philip was a supportive and loving husband to the Queen, we give
thanks for loving and enduring marriages, and pray for all spouses, that
they may be faithful, caring, supportive and helpful to their partners,
and we pray for stability and love in marriages.
As Philip was prepared to take a secondary role to the Queen, we give
thanks for all who put others first, and pray for humility and love, duty
and service to be valued in our world.
As Philip was a caring Father and grandfather, we give thanks for
families and pray for all parents and grandparents in their care for their
children.
As Philip sought to protect the planet from damage and extinctions, we
give thanks for the richness of the natural creation, and pray that we
and humankind will care for it better and more effectively. And for the
World Wide Fund for Nature which Philip helped found and lead.
As Philip took an interest in science and engineering, we give thanks for
them and pray for all scientists and engineers, for wisdom in providing
help and care for people and planet.
As Philip founded and inspired the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme,
we give thanks for it and for the help it has been to many. By it and in
other ways, may children find encouraging success and skills in various
fields, and inspiration to be helpful to others.
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As Philip enjoyed many sports, such as cricket, polo, carriage driving, we
give thanks for sports, and pray that all may have the opportunity to
take part in them.
We give thanks for Philip’s Christian faith, and his linking it with care for
the environment, and we pray that we may share in that faith and
concern. So we commit Philip into your hands, O loving God. May he rest
in peace and rise in glory.
And we pray for the Queen and all Philip’s family, in their bereavement,
and for all who are bereaved at this time, for comfort.
Prayer from Can Richard Morgan
And a prayer taken from the Diocesan Website.
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An acrostic for May
May in Latin is Maius and also
named for the Greek Goddess Maia
And the Roman era Goddess of Fertility Bona Dea
Your star sign Taurus to the 20th May
from 21st May it is Gemini
By Sally Hayward
Sally says it’s the shortest month but the hardest acrostic to do!


A child’s acrostic found at Newark Park
on Easter Sunday afternoon.

Sun on my face
Pretty Flowers
Rainbow
Insects buzz
New buds
Grass grows.
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Culture and Me……….
David Vonberg says ……Diane Ansell shares with us some of her
choices for this month. It is great to learn a little more here apart
from her brilliant work with the young people.
Do you have a favourite author or book?
What Katy Did, by Susan Coolidge. It’s my comfort read. Jacqueline
Wilson has written a modern version for today’s children but I don’t
think there needs to be one. It is a timeless story of family and faith.
What are you reading at present?
The School at the Top of the Dale by Gervase Phinn. He used to be a
school inspector and as a teacher I find his stories funny and very
realistic.
Is there a book which you feel you should have read?
I think I should have read Agatha Christie books but I find crime
stories so hard to stay interested in.
Is there a song or piece of music you turn to, to cheer you up?
Wichita Lineman by Glen Campbell. I think it’s the most beautiful
song ever written. It has everything. Everyday observations of a
working man, love and fantastic bass guitar solo.
Do you have a favourite piece of music?
Handel’s Zadok the Priest. It is just such a joyful piece. Whenever the
choir sing it I have to resist the temptation to join in because I like to
song it very loudly.
Do you play a musical instrument? If not what you like to
have learnt?
I was lucky to have been able to learn to play the piano and cornet
from the age of 7. When I did my music degree I took drum kit as
my 2nd instrument. It was a lot of fun but I’ll never be a rock star. I
can play and have taught most brass and woodwind but I have
always wanted to play the harp.
What is your favourite film?
Brief Encounter. A gem of wonderfully understated acting with the
incredible line “there are no pantomimes in June”. The end always
makes me cry.
Do you have a favourite play?
I love Abigail’s Party. I would like to play Beverley on stage. Nibbles
anyone? And I agree with her Demis Roussos doesn’t sound fat on
the record does he?
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What about a favourite television series?
In the 1980’s there was a political drama starring Robert Lindsey and
Michael Palin called GBH. It was a brilliant take on Liverpool at the
times of Militant tendency and Derek Hatton.
Is there a place (town, village, a county?) where you have felt
happiest?
Criccieth in Gwynedd, North Wales. We went on holiday there every
year when I was a child. I have lots of memories of visiting castles
and rock pooling on the beach with my family.
You are having a fantasy dinner party for five – who would
you invite?
I don’t really do dinner parties. A bit posh for me. But I would share
a bag of chips with Joanna Lumley. I think she seems such a genuine
and interesting lady.
********************************************

From Jennifer
A garden is a grand teacher.
It teaches patience and careful watchfulness.
It teaches industry and thrift.
Above all it teaches entire trust!
Gertrude Jekyll.

Happiness is knitting by the window!!
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MUSIC NOTES
May 2021
By the time this is in print our octet of singers will
have returned to the choir stalls to give a bit of live music to our Sunday
morning service. Let's hope that this time our return will be longer than
it was a few months ago, and by September (?) we will be back to
having a full choir once again.
On several occasions in the past I have lamented the distressing state of
music in our schools, but it seems that there is a glimmer of hope on the
horizon. The news on 25th March from Nick Gibb, the schools minister,
was that “Every pupil in the country should study Mozart, Tchaikovsky
and Beethoven at school” under a major revamp of the music syllabus to
be announced by the Government.
We are told that "learning about the “musical giants of the past” is an
important part of a child's education, children as young as five should be
“exposed to recorded performances including Mozart’s Rondo alla Turca,
Handel’s Hallelujah from Messiah and Mussorgsky’s Night on the Bare
Mountain”.
I'm not quite sure about the content suggested as, from my relatively
limited experience of five-year-olds, I would have thought that they
would prefer to be involved in “doing” rather than listening, but at least
someone in the Government has raised the profile of school music and
its current depressing state. The report also claims that “music is
becoming the preserve of the privileged, with many state school
students dropping the subject and (practical instrumental) lessons
becoming increasingly beyond the reach of poorer pupils”. Too true.
The “model” music curriculum is non-statutory, meaning schools are not
under any obligation to use it. But ministers hope that the 100-page
document will be a helpful resource for teachers and assist them in
planning engaging music lessons. Looking at the synopsis it seems that
jazz, pop music as well as “world music” will have a place too. Sadly there
is no mention of folk music. Those of us who came from the era when we
sat cross-legged in the school hall in front of a speaker to listen to the
BBC music programme (Something to Sing) will be familiar with some
10

wonderful tunes, which had been recorded and saved by Ralph Vaughan
Williams, Cecil Sharp and others before they were lost. This was music
written by the people (without formal music training) for the people and
deserves to be included in any UK school curriculum.
The guidance stipulates that primary school pupils should have at least
one hour’s worth of music lessons a week, and that secondary pupils in
years seven to nine should have at least one music lesson per week.
Let's hope that this initiative is backed by funding, but in the present
economic climate I'm not holding my breath........
The other pathway to music for many young people came from the
church, and I was interested to read the following comment in respect of
the government's initiative;
Growing up in a small village in the 40s and 50s when every child in the
village Primary School was automatically uplifted to the church choir the
moment they could read meant that we grew up with a huge diet of
music from early plainsong up to contemporary composers. With a
brilliant choirmaster/organist we sang Matins and Evensong EVERY
Sunday, with Choral Eucharist on Festal Sundays including Christmas
Day. It was quite incredible training. It’s meant that the love of music
has been with us throughout our lives which had little to do with the
music that we were taught at school although that was just as
important.
Imagine if we could “automatically uplift” from our local primary schools
when they get back to normality what sort of choir would we have
today?
Nigel Davies

Prayer Group...
Jacquelin Hill says that if anyone would like to
join in, especially during these lockdown days,
you can join on the phone Tel No:
03330110616 and Access code 9086615 at
2.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month.
The next one will be 5th May 2021.
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St Mark’s News

Dear Friends
And so it was that the dusters and polish and the longhandled cobweb brush came out and the flowers were duly
dusted off so that St Mark’s doors were open for the 8.00am said
eucharist. Revd Ian officiated and although we were all masked up it was good
to be able to see and greet each other. Fourteen people attended. Now it has
been decided that we need to clean a bit more regularly to keep the church in
tip top shape. We will also have a service of the word on Sunday 16th May at
10.30am, so, if you are able then please book in with the Parish Office and
come and join us.
As you may or may not be aware, St Mark’s is the custodian of the huge Cross
that is usually carried, in procession, on Good Friday from Dursley up to Cam
Peak and erected on the Peak until Easter Monday when Dave Hill who kindly
takes it down and returns it to our church. This year, of course, the Walk of
Witness could not take place and so it was arranged that Canon Michael, Revd
Ian, Alan Rutter and Philip would take the Cross down and transport it to the
bottom of the Peak to be met by Simon Helme and the Irvine and Spears
families who carried it up to the top and put it in place. The picture of this
event was in the Times (next to a picture of the Queen) and also it appeared in
The Daily Telegraph. The cross always used to be kept at St James up until
the reordering took place and then it lay in the undercroft of the Parish
Centre, until Philip asked Revd Janet if we could have it at St Mark’s, where it
could be safely stored and be kept dry. So it has been there ever since only
moving in Lent.
Now onto news of our church family. Unfortunately some bad news, one of our
congregation, Rose Sharp, has sadly died and her funeral has taken place at
St James, see her eulogy on page 26. Also Marion Padgett’s son Kevin has sadly
died. Our prayers and condolences go out to Bob Sharp and also to Marion.
Marion has asked me to thank everyone for their cards, messages and
kindness at this difficult time.
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As I write this we have just celebrated Clare’s birthday and before the end
of the month I too will have celebrated (is that the right word?) another
birthday. Another big event in our household to look forward to will be our
Silver Wedding Anniversary on 18th May. This is something I missed out on in
my first marriage only reaching 21 years,
and never in my wildest dreams did I
think I would achieve this. To be on the
safe side, and so as not to miss out on a
celebration, we had the big party, with
family and friends at Kingshill House,
on our 20th Anniversary. Anyway I
needn’t have worried as here we are
and as it has turned out, with Covid
restrictions, slightly eased on the 17th
but still not relaxed enough for a big
celebration, for once we got it right.
With all Best wishes
Judith
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Jennifer gets creative……..
This image has been in
my head since I saw
him in Malawi in 1989!
I had always wanted to
make him into a lifesize wall hanging but
that hasn’t happened.
Then, recently he came
to life in pastels on
scrap paper in a few
minutes!
The Lord works in
wonderful ways and I
am so thankful for
that!l

I also recently surprised myself
when I made these tissue paper
flowers to help decorate St. James
Church for Easter! It’s hard to resist
Caroline Marrow’s positive line of
persuasion, so when she suggested I
might have a go, I did without any
expectation that my efforts would be
any good!
Quite pleased with the result.
No real plants were copied!!!
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J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY
HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME...........
Tel: 01453 542097
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com

Fabrics, Wools and
haberdashery
Buttons, ribbons and
patterns
Knitting and sewing lessons
39 Parsonage Street,
Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP
www.inchesfabrics.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS

TEL: (01453) 542036
NATIONAL LOTTERY
PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS)
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE)
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Some pictures from Elizabet Oakley

At St James and
also at the pond at
Riversmill
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The magnificent Magnolia and Japonica in St Mark’s churchyard
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Bellringing
Easter Sunday Ringing for Service
We sought advice on the rules regarding
ringing for Easter Sunday under present Covid19 restrictions. The advice given was somewhat
ambiguous and the President of the Central Council
of Church Bellringers (CCCBR) reported that while the
House of Bishops Recovery Group were not able to give carte blanch
permission for bells to be rung, it allowed that the Venue Manager was
responsible for the decision based on the local circumstances and that
limited ringing for a service did not constitute ‘mingling’. The Venue
Manager is the local Incumbent and the PCC. The local circumstances
were to include, ventilation, social distancing between ringers and
ringers willing to ring while wearing masks (nobody finds it easy to ring
wearing a mask).
In the end we rang 6 of our 8 bells for 15 minutes and which, we
thought, complied with the rules noted above. All of the ringers taking
part had had at least one jab.
Details:
St James the Great, Dursley on Sunday 4 April, 2021
120 Grandsire Doubles and 60 Plain Bob Doubles
1 Lizzie Lindsell; 2 Jonathan Adkins; 3 nobody; 4 John Taylor; 5 Philip
Pope; 6 nobody; 7 Frank Byrne; 8 Elizabeth Byrne.
We were very grateful for the assistance given by Lizzie L. and
Johnathan A. who often help us out.
Bob Grover
People often enquire about how Bob is, and this is a brief update on his
wellbeing based on our visits to him to deliver the Messenger. He now
has a full-time live-in carer who is quite happy for him to come out and
have a chat outside if it's convenient and the weather allows. He is able
to talk about general things such as the magnificent view from his
garden, his dry sense of humour remains unimpaired but his memory of
recent and long past events is limited. He seems not always to
remember that his wife, Audrey, has died or that he is at his home. The
overall impression he gives is that he is very content with his lot, that he
gets paid for not going to work and that he is looked after very well. He
will be 90 on May 6th this year.
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HRH The Duke of Edinburgh
On Saturday 10 April we tolled the tenor bell 99 times in memory of His
Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh who had died the previous day
and coincided with the 41-gun salute fired at midday. We hope to ring
more as a tribute once Covid restrictions allow.
Details:
St James the Great, Saturday 10 April 2021 (Tenor 19-2-9 in E)
99 Tolling the Tenor
8 Elizabeth and Frank Byrne
Rung at midday to mark the death and to celebrate the life of, His Royal
Highness, Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh.
**********************************************
Please note….Clive and Phil Martin are starting up
the bookstalls again on St James lawn. So if you
need to restock, do come along, they will be very
pleased to see you. But please hold onto your
donations for a bit longer as they are
overwhelmed at the moment. And if anyone
would like to write a review for the magazine that
would be even better!!
Clive reports that the first two bookstalls in April
raised £407.56 and overall the grand total to date
is.....roll of drums..........big pause.....£11,598.00
*********************************************
Jennifer says…………………….. ‘I read this book in one day. Chapter
headings like Courage, Enchantment, Permission etc
kept me locked in and wanting more! An easy read
for all ages from mid teens to over 80s to inspire,
reflect and enjoy! I am reading it again, slowly this
time for more ideas and encouragement especially as
we come out of quarantine with new thoughts!
ISBN 9781408866757 Book Depository.
And she saw this quote from Shirley Williams RIP....
one time MP: the woman who would have been a great Prime Minister
but was never vain enough to offer herself as a candidate, died this
week. She once said:
A woman should be Dragon, Sex-pot, Carer and Chum.
Wise words indeed!
20
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Eco Church News
Churches Count on Nature
5-13th June 2021
Churches Count on Nature, an exciting
initiative open to all denominations, is a
nature-recording project which will be
piloted by Caring for God’s Acre and the
Church of England, in partnership with A
Rocha UK. Participating churches will be
encouraged to act for wildlife by recording
nature in their churchyards.
The week is described as a citizen-science
event covering churchyards across Wales
and England. Information about the
wildlife will be collated and added to a
national biodiversity website.
This will be an opportunity for us all to
spot wildlife in our churchyard that week,
and record plants, birds, insects, fungi,
hopefully even the odd mammal!

According to the Church of England
website, it is estimated that
churchyards across England together
make up a huge area, equivalent to
the size of a small national park!
During and after the week, the Church
of England will be running a series of
free webinars from leading
conservationists, scientists, and
experts. Topics will include tree
management and ecology. Watch out
for more details on their website :

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climatechange/webinars-land-and-nature-churches-count-nature-week
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Jan Vonberg and I will be organising a few events in St James
churchyard for the Churches Count on Nature event week and would
love everyone who is interested with this nature project to take part.
Please watch out for further details soon.
Best Wishes
from Gill Mather

This Photo by

If you would like to be involved with Eco Church, please contact
janmcurt@yahoo.co.uk
**********************************************
Just a thought or two......from Nigel Davies
The recent advertisement for a “Chief of Staff” for the Archbishop of
York (with a salary of £90,000) has prompted much comment. The post
will be for someone to be the Archbishop's “chief companion, support
and critical friend”. Curiously, most of us get those things from
husbands, wives, partners and friends free of charge! So perhaps the
Archbishop should ask his Archdeacons to take turns in being his “critical
friend,” and with £90,000 saved, seven (so I am told) House for Duty
Priests could be employed.
It was distressing to hear how a school teacher at Batley Grammar
School was treated (by his Headteacher and the teaching unions) after
he allegedly showed a picture of the prophet Mohammed during an RE
lesson. One commentator suggested that, as no-one was ever been
allowed to see a picture of the prophet, how could the RE teacher's
picture actually be verified?
Back in 1972 I played the organ at the Reformed Synagogue in
Blackpool during my summer vacation. Unlike the Orthodox Jews, the
23

Reformed congregations had accompanied singing, and Friday night and
Saturday morning services left me free to play at a URC church on
Sundays. I thoroughly enjoyed my time with them as I have never heard
such a wealth of “Jewish jokes” as I heard at the Reformed Synagogue!
They were certainly able to laugh at themselves (and their rather quaint
traditions) from the Rabbi down to the caretaker, unlike the grim-faced
protesters at Batley. Ironically, the rather austere looking Orthodox
synagogue building is now converted into flats, but the Reformed
congregation continues in the same building to this day.
The recent death of the Duke of Edinburgh reminded me of his visit to
open the new Music Department at University College Cardiff (as it was
known) in 1971. I think he was in Wales to visit the Royal Mint at
Llantrisant at the time when the decimalisation of our currency was
getting underway, and he probably wanted to make sure that his wife's
head was in the right place on the new coins!
Whatever the reason for his visit to South Wales, he must have been
asked to tack on the University Music Department to his itinerary. It was
a beautiful, warm, sunny day and all the “important” members of the
university and city were in attendance bedecked in academic finery. The
orchestra was in fine shape and I was one of many basses in the large
choir. We had assembled at 8.30am for a rehearsal and were in position,
seemingly for hours, ready for the Duke. At his very late arrival we
struck up with the college song (written by one-time professor of music,
David Evans with Latin words “Confirmant confirmant secula studentum”
etc) accompanied with full orchestra. It didn't seem to have any effect
on the Duke who by now was seated at the front of the hall looking
rather fed up.
A speech from the college Principal was followed by the orchestra
playing Mendelssohn's Ruy Blas overture with great verve, and the choir
and orchestra raised the roof with Borodin's Polovtsian Dances. After
this, the Duke, looking extremely bored, walked to the curtained plaque
on the wall and we all settled back and prepared ourselves for a speech.
“I don't know much about music, but my son plays the 'cello, and it
gives me great pleasure to open this Music Department” said the Duke,
unveiling the plaque, and went. That was it. We'd been there for hours,
and it was all over in a matter of a couple of minutes! I understand that
the Duke liked brevity and was not one for great formality, pomp and
ceremony. His visit to Cardiff that day certainly proved the point!
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Extend for You
est. 2009
Movement to Music for the over 55’s and those younger
in some cases, aims to improve strength, mobility, co-ordination
and balance
to continue an active lifestyle.

classes are normally held at St. James Parish Centre Dursley
TUESDAY at 2.00pm
You can be seated or standing
Covid 19 virus has restricted class
numbers allowed.
To avoid disappointment please check availability and call
Barbara Weldon

01453 766421

email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com

The Dursley
Pet Shop
17 Parsonage Street,
Dursley,
Gloucestershire
Telephone (01453) 542798
Pet foods & Accessories,
Animal Feeding stuffs,
Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,
Garden sundries
Large Range of Wild Bird
Products
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website: extend.org.uk

Taken from the eulogy for Rose Sharp by her son
Neil……..
On the 14th April at St James the 30 people gathered
inside. Outside, mostly Castlegate WI members
assembled and clapped as Rose was carried by her
grandsons inside to celebrate a long life and a life well
lived..
Neil says…….When I was 16 and doing my O Levels, one of my best
school mates lost his mum. I remember thinking that this must be
devastating, there couldn’t be anything worse than losing one of your
parents. I didn’t even know what to say to him the next time I saw him,
and I was amazed that he could continue with his exams and to do well.
I have been lucky that I was given a further 44 years with my mum, but
it is still devastating when you lose a parent at any age.
It was perhaps inevitable that her heart gave out eventually as it was
always a heart so full of love for everyone and everything.
Rose, or Mum, was born Rose Stewart in Kirkliston, to the west of
Edinburgh, on November 2nd 1930, she was a younger sister to 2 year
old Walt. Mum and Walt remained close for the next 90 years. Mum
absolutely idolised both parents throughout her life and always talked
lovingly about them. Unfortunately she was to lose her dad at only 10
years old. Our nan, her mum, then brought Walt and mum down to
Dursley which was her hometown and somewhere she had a number of
relations around.
Settling in to Upper Poole Road, almost the first day they arrived Audrey
knocked at the door to play hopscotch, and that was the beginning of a
lifelong friendship during which they rarely went more than a day
without speaking. During those early years in Dursley she would also
make 2 more lifelong close friends in Jenny and Lena, neither of whom
are still with us unfortunately.
On finishing school at 14 mum went to work in the wages office at
Listers; she was also a keen member of the church choir and the
Operatic society, and enjoyed Saturday night dances at Listers Hall. In
1952 at one of those dances she met our dad, Bob who was newly
arrived from Scotland too, and maybe they met as she was the only one
who could understand what he was saying.
Mum and Dad married on 29th May 1954. A couple of years later they
were devastated to be told that it was unlikely they would be able to
have children naturally, but they immediately started proceedings to
adopt.
In 1958 my older brother Ian became part of their family. Being put up
for adoption is probably not the best start in life, but on that day Ian
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must have been the luckiest baby at the agency, as he was placed with
parents who have looked after him, loved him and fought for him his
whole life through some very tough times and illness.
Two years later whilst in the process of adopting a sister for Ian, Mum
found that a miracle had happened and that is me! Then another 2
years on the family was complete when Alan came along. I don’t think
we have ever been forgiven for them not getting that daughter and a
sister for Ian!
Growing up we always knew that money was tight but we wanted for
nothing. Mum ensured we were all reading early in life and encouraged
us and made sure we were all doing well at school as she knew how
important it was, even if we didn’t always appreciate it.
As well as bringing us up she was also looking after her own mum right
up until nan died in 1972 at 82 years old.
After we had grown up and fled the nest the next stage was
grandchildren, 2 arrived in 1988 and then 2 more followed over the next
5 years. Mum adored her grandchildren, she loved all children, but her
grandchildren were the absolute apple of her eyes, and they all know
how much support she gave to each of them over the years. She was so
proud of them all.
As I said before, Mum loved everyone and everything. Apart from family
and children, what else did she love:
She loved singing. The Stage, with the Operatic Society and then the
Tabard Players. The WI, something that gave her a lot of pleasure in
later life, she really enjoyed the social occasions. (Judith says…..She was
the social occasion, always ready for a laugh and she made our
weekends away legendary. None of us can ever forget her with Cecil’s
home made wine. There was never anything bad, rude or nasty, Rose
saw to that, but it was just good clean fun and a laugh a minute).
Reading. Music of all kinds except Rod Stewart! Scotland, she loved her
country of birth, remained a proud Scot and enjoyed visiting and seeing
different parts as often as possible. Dursley, the town she moved to at
10 and wouldn’t let anyone ever say a bad word about. Horses.
So as I started by saying my mate lost his mum after only having her for
16 years, today is a day to celebrate the fact that: Dad had a devoted
and loving wife for 67 years, Walt had a loving sister for 90 years,
Audrey had a loving friend and sister in law for 80 years, Ian, Alan and I
had a loving, loyal and supportive mum for around 60 years, Scott,
Noah, Calum and Matthew had a loving, supportive, caring nan for
around 30 years.
The world had a lovely lady for 90 years.
Rest in peace Rose.
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From Can Richard Morgan…….
This month includes the Feast of Pentecost, Fifty Days after the
Passover/Easter. At Pentecost we celebrate God’s Holy Spirit sent to us
through Christ’s death and exaltation. The Spirit comes to enable us to
share Christ’s life and live his way of humble love. The account of the
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost to open communication between
people contrasts with the story of the tower of Babel, where an attempt
to base human unity and security on power and self-assertion ends in
division. So here is a hymn/verses thinking on this.
1. People misunderstand one another
When they build lives by pride and power.
In their fears they will turn into bullies,
And division makes the whole world sour.
2. Jesus came to unite us in friendship,
Lived and suffered in humble love.
Jesus gave himself up as God’s servant,
So God raised him to the heights above.
3. Jesus reigns for us all as a servant,
So he sends us God’s Holy Ghost,
That we too may be humble and loving,
Living by Christ’s Spirit’s love and trust.
4. May Christ’s Spirit renew understanding,
His humility give us peace,
His forgiveness bring people together,
That our hatreds may decline and cease.
5. Let us shine with the oil of God’s Spirit,
Who anoints us with holy fire,
So we flame with Christ’s love, joy and goodness,
And our lives fulfil our God’s desire.
Hopefully we have reached a point now when we shall continue to
emerge from lockdown and the economy will pick up so that more
people will be able to get back to work more normally. So it seems a
good time to think about human work. Here’s a hymn or poem about
that, praying for our work to be rightly directed to the common good,
not profit alone – necessary though profit is, of course. May God’s Spirit,
the Spirit of the generous Christ, more and more direct the work of
humankind, that it may be for the common good of humanity and the
earth.

28

Lord, you give your children
Many gifts to share.
May our varied talents
Serve your love and care:
Gifts of words and actions,
Gifts of minds and hearts:
Varied forms of service,
Which your love imparts.
In each lab. and boardroom,
Office, factory, farm,
Let our plans and actions
Be for good, not harm.
Guide us in our labours,
Jobs with hand and brain:
Let them be for people,
Not just selfish gain.
May our work be gentle,
And thus may we strive
That God’s earth and creatures
Still may live and thrive.
Leaders, planners, teachers,
Workers, carers too:
Let our roles, your gifting,
All be used for you:
All be for your glory,
All for others’ good,
That our lives may flourish
As you will they should.
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Mouse Diary….

Ring, Ring, Ring... eventually Aimiee
answered in a high pitched voice: Le petit
mouse a la kirk a Dursley: malheuresement
il est habitué dans les rafters
maintenant. MBFTLP was not impressed. Oh
no, not again. But after more reflection she
said thoughtfully, Well I suppose that is
one form of ascension isn't it? The thing is
what to do about it... Perhaps we could send him a message in a bottle? Aimiee
squeaked a bit more and after that things went rather quiet whilst all Thought
About What To Do Next. I know, said MBFTLP, we could write in our message:
"We've got a new job for you. It's Chief Impact Officer. So you will have to
come down. You will be BetterOff down here". So Aimiee wrote the message in
very best handwriting, put it in a spare milk bottle found in the porch, wrapped
it around very neatly with string, and duly sent it off into the upper ether and
hopefully generally into the right region of the rafters. After a short pause,
the bottle came back with a reply. "But I like it up here and that chap with the
beard has now got a haircut and looks a bit more human. Also, as I am already a
Global Brand Ambassador, I am much too busy to be a CHIMPO too". MBFTLP
was perplexed. I see what he means I suppose. His CV is getting rather
congested. So being a CHIMPO might be a tad too much, especially as this is
the month for ascension and there are other things on. The other alternative I
suppose is that we climb up the bell ropes to see how he is getting on? This
generally being on the principle that if you can't beat them, you have to join
them. However, Aimiee was less keen and decided to stay put. And MBFTLP
being on the end of Zoom in practice would have difficulty too doing anything
different. I think, she said, that in the end, we will have to leave ascension to
the experts, and just hope that he eventually remembers that we still have
bourbon creams in a box in the kitchen and comes down for them. Aimiee
squeaked a bit more, and that was that. But generally there was the feeling
that these things pass over in the end and Life Moves Onto Something Else
Hopefully.
Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley
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francis.jones@btinternet.com

D A HILL
Plumbing, Building, Roofing,
Decorating, Plastering.
Tel: 01453 543249

e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
BIRTHS,
MARRIAGES
AND

DEATHS

FUNERALS:
We share our thoughts and prayers with the
families of those who mourn the loss of those
they love. We remember those who have died:
14th April
19th April

Rose Sharp at St James
Kevin Pagett at Westerleigh Crematorium

100 CLUB
The 100 club draw for April is as follows:1st
165 - John Baldwin
2nd
147 - Rita Hill
3rd
201 - Kathryn Wyatt
Sarah
Our prayers and thoughts on the death of Simon Wyatt

This wise old owl is to be found
at Breakheart Quarry…..

Just as footnote I am
really sorry to be bringing
you so much sad news. So many
people have died recently, so
I’m really hoping that someone
will bring me lots of good news
next month and a bit more fun.
Anyone can write something
and if you don’t use the internet
I am always ready to receive
written copy.
Please, please see what you can
do…….!!!!!
Judith
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……

Paul Daniels – Principal
Dursley CofE Academy,
School Road,
Dursley,
GL11 4NZ
t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk
e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk
Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust.
Registered in England Company Number
08149299

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE
St James Church open
Mondays and Thursdays 10.00am – 3.00pm
For private prayer.
FOR THE MOMENT SERVICES ARE ON ZOOM,

Useful Telephone Numbers
TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.
Clive Orchard Tel: 549280
E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
BELLRINGERS
Elizabeth Byrne Tel: 543536.
100 CLUB
Sarah Hodge

Tel: 545155

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Diane Ansell
Tel: 546169

Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley
Visit us on Facebook: Ewelme Benefice Family

