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Dear Friends
We are at the time in the year when we can
rejoice again in the poppy. Often in spring and
late summer, they grace our field edges.
Sometimes singly, sometimes in clumps in their
red beauty, they dance and sway in the
breeze, on their long stalks. A number of years
ago I was amazed by the sea of red in a field by the crossroads on the road
from Uley, just on the turning to Nympsfield. So beautiful and I thought that
they would be there year after year, but they have not to my knowledge,
returned.
November is a time when we remember and not just the 5th of November,
“Remember, remember the Fifth of November, gunpowder, treason and plot,"
We also remember war and conflict and the tragic consequences of lives lost.
On the battlefields and amidst the destruction of the trenches in World War
One, the poppy grew.
“In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below”. John McCrae
We will remember again the loss of life in conflicts, old and new, as we
stand together at war memorials, or in places and ways that we choose to
remember. For my part, I will remember my father Norman and my father – in
- law Dan, both sailors who survived and my Uncle Ron a pilot, who did not.
Family pictures and we all have them, of lives fulfilled and lived well and of
lives with such promise, lost so tragically and all too short.
As the month unfolds our focus will be urged to shift to our planet and its
climate. The climate change conference in Glasgow, COP26 will bring world
leaders and activists together to look at climate change and seek ways to stem
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the apparent tide of destruction. The humble poppy may not figure large in
Glasgow, but we understand now more than ever, that all we see around us, the
flowers, trees, rivers and seas are just part of a wonderfully complex system
of life, of which we are a small part.
Out of the devastation and churned up killing fields of the First World
War, the beautiful poppy emerged. Symbolism perhaps, that when all seems
lost, life can make us sit up and take notice and beauty can emerge out of
hopelessness, light from darkness and love from hate.
A prayer:
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no
one. O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of
this earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may
protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution
and destruction. Prayer booklet – Caritas
Yours in Christ
Ian

Prayer Group...
The Prayer Group in the Omega
Rooms at St Mark’s
at 2.30pm
on the first Wednesday of the month.
The next one will be 3rd November 2021.

Friends @ Christmas…….A message from Revd Fiona Crocker……
Would anyone who would like to be involved with ‘Friends at
Christmas’ coordinating, cooking, helping, entertaining, and or
driving...etc
Please contact Rev. Fiona at
revfionacrocker@gmail.com by 6th November.
Friends at Christmas is an opportunity to prepare a meal,
entertainment and gifts on Christmas Day and possibly Boxing
Day. Together as Churches we can make this happen but we do
need someone to coordinate the project.
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Ewelme Benefice services for November 2021
Sunday 7th November 3rd before Advent
St Bartholomew’s 10am Parish Communion
St James
10am Parish Communion
St Bartholomew’s 12.00 Baptism
St James
4pm Service of remembering for All Souls
Sunday 14th November - Remembrance Sunday
St James
St Giles
St Giles
Nympsfield
St James

10am Parish Communion with Act of Remembrance
10am Said Holy Communion (shortened to 30
minutes)
10.45am Act of Remembrance in churchyard
10.45am Act of Remembrance at the Wayside Cross
3.00pm Remembrance Service at Memorial Gates

Sunday 21st November - Christ the King
St James
8.00am Holy Communion
St Giles
10am Parish Communion
St Mark’s
10.30am Service of the Word
St James
12.30 Baptism
Sunday 28th November - Advent Sunday
St James
10am Parish Communion
Holy Cross
10am Parish Communion (BCP)
St James
6.30pm Advent Carol Service
*******************************************

Last reminder for Shoeboxes!
Caroline says…..
Deadline for boxes to be brought to
church is
Remembrance Sunday 14th November.
Many Thanks……….
Last month Caroline asked for people to knit
Sleepy sheep. The pattern was there but no
picture so here is the missing picture. They can
be knitted in white, cream, grey, brown, black sheep come in many colours!
Please ask Caroline for a small bag of toy
stuffing if you need one.
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Church News from Canon Michael
Service of Remembering & Thanksgiving
The season of All Saints and All Souls is traditionally the time when we
hold this service. This year it will be held on Sunday 7th November at
4.00pm in St James Church. As we were unable to hold the service last
year, we will particularly remember all those who have died during the
past two years but there will also be an opportunity for anyone who
wishes to remember someone who has died and to light a candle for
them. This is a very peaceful, reflective and moving service to which
everyone is very welcome. It will also allow us time to remember those
who have died during the Covid pandemic and all who have been
bereaved.
Remembrance Sunday 14th November
There will be a sung service of Holy Communion in St James at 10am on
Remembrance Sunday which will conclude outside at the Memorial Gates
with 2 minutes silence at 11am.
In the afternoon, unlike last year, the uniformed organisations will
parade through the town and will muster in Long Street facing the
Memorial Gates. At 3pm they will be joined by clergy, local ministers
and the choir for a very short service that will conclude with the reading
of the names of the war dead, the 2 minutes silence and laying of
wreaths. Due to the continuing cases of Covid it was felt to be
inappropriate to hold a service for 300-400 people inside St James.
Advent Sunday 28th November
Advent, the season that prepares us for Christmas, begins on 28th
November. There are some beautiful advent hymns and lovely advent
music and some of these will be included in the Advent Carol Service
which will be held in St James church at 6.30pm. All are very
welcome to attend and to sing!
Welcome to our new Benefice Administrator
We welcome Clare White who has been appointed as
Benefice Administrator and who started work on
Monday 11th October. Clare will be known to many of
you and will be working in the office in the Parish
Centre. Initially Clive will be working with Clare as he
hands over his responsibilities after 18 years! We will
be saying a very big ‘thank you’ to Clive once he fully
steps down from his role.
Clare says ‘a very big thank you for the warm welcome I have received,
after starting my new role’.
5

Appointment of a new Principal for Dursley Academy
We will be welcoming a new Principal to Dursley Primary Academy in
January. Following the sad news that Paul Daniels will be leaving his
role at Christmas, Mrs Toni Holford-Wright was appointed to succeed him
following an interview process in September. Toni understands the
significance of the relationship between the local church and the school
and looks forward to working with us, building on all that is already in
place. Please keep Toni, Paul and the academy community regularly in
your prayers.
*************************************
November Acrostic.
N ovember the first is known as All Saint's Day
O n the second day is All Souls Day, with the
V iew of the connection between heaven and
E arth;
M eans Holy and Sacred, people
B eing blessed and praying for the dead
E xamples of the great Cloud of God's witnesses who live and tell unfailing love
R ome is in Pantheon and turned Christian in A.D.610.
By Sally Hayward
********************************************************
Visit the Church bookstall, read, share and recycle……………….
says Brendan Skelton (Clive would like that too)!
A Thought
The wealth of books is not upon
A darkened dusty shelf
It’s when the books are opened
We can see inside ourself.

The Book Stall is open on Saturday Mornings, out on
the Grass in front of St James if the weather is dry or inside the church
if the weather is wet, or extremely cold. Books are essentially free but if
you would like to make a donation towards the work of St James and
St Mark’s churches, that will be greatly appreciated.
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The Christmas Market is back!!
in St James’ on
Friday 26th November
5pm – 7pm
and
Saturday 27th November
10am to 12 noon.
Come and visit our market with
over 20 stalls.
Including cards and paper products,
home baked scones,
home made cakes,
home made pickles and marmalade’s,
raffles, tombola,
mandala note books, jigsaws, and more!

Christmas Wreath Making Workshops are back again.
The Workshops will be in St Mark’s Church,
for two sessions,
Tuesday 7th December
at 2pm and 6.30pm
All the materials will be provided, also
tea/coffee and mince pies
will be on offer all for £15.
Demonstrations and help will be
provided.
Please Contact Judith Tel: 544312 or
email: judith.staddon@gmail.com
or Clare in the Parish Office

ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
Proceeds to the work of St James and St Mark’s churches.
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MUSIC NOTES
November 2021
Our continued attempts at “normality” saw the
first Coffee Cake and Music recital since
September 2019 on 2nd October. It was
attended by nearly 100 people who much
appreciated Andrew Millington's immaculate
playing. This was most heartening, and, if we
have no further Covid-related problems, next year's recitals beginning in
April are all booked and will take place.
I am sorry to report that our Senior Chorister has decided to retire at
the tender age of 97! I hoped that Lionel Jones would see out his
century in the choir stalls, but after an astonishing eighty seven years'
service to St James' choir, I can fully understand his decision to stand
down. We have honoured Lionel's contribution to our music on several
occasions in the past, and I hope that we be able to mark his permanent
departure from the choir stalls with a special event in the near future.
Coming fairly close on Lionel's heels in terms of choir longevity, David
Collins has decided to take more of a “back seat” and will continue to
sing when he is able, but will no longer be conducting the choir. His
contribution to our music spans some seventy years, from boy chorister
through assistant to Cecil Adams before becoming Director of Music in
1980. Since 1992 he has assisted me in all manner of ways, and I am
grateful to have benefited from his expertise. We look forward to his
support for our music for many years to come.
Peter Kirvan, our excellent first tenor, has moved to Winchcombe to start
a new chapter in his life with Christine, who he recently married
between lockdowns. Peter has given more than twenty years' service to
St James' and for most of that time undertook the onerous task of being
the Church Treasurer. Losing both Lionel and Peter has left a
considerable gap in the tenor section of the choir, and we are actively
looking for replacements. Indeed, there are vacancies in all parts –
particularly for youthful voices!
In the absence of an Assistant Organist (anyone interested?), the
direction of the choir during services will now be done by Lynn James.
We are very fortunate to have a musician of the calibre of Lynn in our
choir, and I know that her musical skills and enthusiasm are much
appreciated by the choir.
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We are pleased to welcome Chris Tyler who has recently moved to the
area, and are grateful that he is able to help by playing the organ at St
Mark's.
The organ in St James' is a case of a quart in a pint pot and, as such, is
not the easiest of instruments to maintain! Since the major work in
1996, which was primarily to rectify the winding system, the organ has
been looked after by Tony Cawston. For many years, Tony was the South
West representative for J W Walker, and after he made the decision to
work on his own, the prestigious organs in the area (Bath Abbey, Bristol
Cathedral etc) moved their contracts to Tony.
Now in his eighties, Tony has decided to retire and we owe him a
tremendous debt of gratitude for
the way in which he has cared for the instrument. Organ builders have
to be multi-skilled (wood-worker, metal-worker, electrician, etc) and
people like Tony are difficult to come by.
Even before the pandemic, there has been a decline in the number of
churches which still have a pipe organ, and in recent years many of the
formerly large companies have gone into liquidation as the work has got
less and less. A good example of that is Rushworth and Dreaper of
Liverpool who rebuilt St James' organ in 1952, adding, amongst other
things, the fine Trombas. I remember speaking to a former employee
who told me that when he started as an apprentice at Rushworth's organ
factory just before the Second World War, he was number 142 on the
pay roll! Rushworth's went into liquidation in 2002.
William Hill, the original builder of our organ in 1888 merged with
Norman and Beard of Norwich in 1916, and the combined firm ceased
trading in 1998. The Norwich firm was so busy in the early years of the
twentieth century that a specially constructed railway siding was built to
connect their factory with the main line! In contrast to that, in 2021
there are just two organ builders in the UK who employ more that
twenty people. Hopefully we will be able to find a relatively local firm to
continue the high standard of maintenance we have enjoyed with Tony
Cawston.
Nigel Davies
Music for November
Sunday 7th
am Be Still for the Presence – arr. How Stanford in Bb
Sunday 14th am Listen Sweet Dove – Ives
Jackson in G
pm Service of Remembrance
Glorious and Powerful God – Wood
Sunday 21st am Informal Service
Sunday 28th am Beati Quorum Via – Stanford
St Stephen’s Mass – Ireland
pm Advent Carols
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Revd Jane to be Licensed as Associate Priest 8th November
I have had good news from Bishop Rachel that I will
be licensed as Associate Priest to the Ewelme Benefice.
My curacy days are almost over, and my licensing will
mark an important new stage in my ministry.
My training has been satisfactorily completed and I
have demonstrated the skills and learning required for
me to be licensed as an Associate Priest. As an Associate
Priest, I will continue to support and work with Canon
Michael, our Ministry Team, congregations, Parishes and continue with
my day job. Though training and learning are never over, and I will
continue to develop in my ministry and study.
Just like your individual ministries and gifts as the People of God,
priests are also called with specific gifts and experiences which makes
our ministry individual to each of us. So, my ministry won’t look like
Canon Michael’s or Revd Ian’s, but that which God has gifted to me.
I am extremely excited that following discussions with Canon Michael,
we would like to trial alongside my role, which includes among other
things; leading worship, presiding at Holy Communion, and preaching –
something which is a little different.
This means that I will have time set aside to be around in Dursley
and Uley and that you will be able to find me in various cafes and
sometimes pubs around the Benefice. The idea grew, not only out of my
experience of not having keys to the church on placement at St James
and Christ Church in Gloucester, but also from Jesus’ incarnational
ministry in the ordinary encounters with the people he meets. It is also
something at the heart of the Nazareth Community to which I belong. It
will be an exploration of how ordinary life is sacred, ‘A Touching Place’
as John Bell’s song reminds us.
Please do ask if you would like me to explain a little more of our
thinking behind this.
I will be letting you know where I will be on Facebook and in the Pew
Sheet, please do come and join me for a coffee or a cuppa if you are free
and come to share your stories and help make the ordinary places, places of
encounter. This is a trial, and I will keep you updated how it is going!
Last, of all, my ministry is only possible because of all of you and the
journey we make together as the Royal Priesthood of God 1 Peter 2:9.
Thank you all for being part of my formation from someone on the pew
to Associate Priest. There will be a glass of sparkly something and cake
after the services around the 8th of November in thankfulness for all
that you have been along the way.
With love and prayers
Revd Jane
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Greetings from St Mark’s

Dear Friends
Again, our service here at St Mark’s in October was
well attended, Chris Tyler played our organ and Tony
King officiated. This time tea and coffee was on offer
for the first time since the start of the pandemic
lockdown and as it was a somewhat damp morning for standing about outside to
chat, sitting inside was greatly appreciated. My thanks to Richard and Chris
Morgan for serving people as they sat in their pews.
I know that November starts with a bang but November is a point for
Remembrance. Remembering and honouring the memory of people who had
given their lives so that we would all be free. We also need to remember the
sacrifice of animals, especially horses who were the main means of
transporting and propelling our soldiers to fight. My grandfather, Edmund
Gabb, was a blacksmith and farrier and was in the Vetinary Corps, in France, in
World War I. Just imagine shoeing horses during bombing. Imagine how
frightened the horses must have been. Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse story
has always been very poignant for me. So many horses lost, so much suffering.
My grandfather did come home safely, his blacksmith business gone and he
had to start again. The grandfather who didn’t come home was my first
husband’s grandfather Percy Parsons. Finding his grave in Athies, near Arras in
northern France, inspired his great, great granddaughter Kathryn to study
Modern History – especially the role of the YMCA in World War I. His wife,
and two sons left behind one of which had spotted fever that left him with
epilepsy. They were destitute and had to return to live with her parents and
took in sewing to make ends meet. Hard times.
The next service at St Mark’s is on 21st November (Christ the King) at
10.30am and again hopefully with Tea and Coffee on offer after the service –
hope to see you there.
With all Best wishes
Judith
PS I also add my congratulations to Clare on becoming the Benefice
Administrator. It will be interesting sharing her office once a month as I
finish off the magazine.
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Message from Bishop Rachel, 19 October 2021
Published: October 19, 2021
In the aftermath of the shocking murder of Sir David Amess, I was
struck by some words I heard on the radio
spoken by Bishop James Jones (Bishop
of Liverpool prior to his retirement). He
spoke about the way we treat one
another and speak of those with whom
we disagree, not least those who serve
and lead publicly. He spoke of a society
that so often lacks mercy.
Mercy is not an easy word to describe or
indeed translate.
Different English Bible translations of the
8th verse of Micah chapter 6 use a range
of vocabulary but the vocabulary of the
Authorised Version is translated as follows
and is reflected in one of our frequently-used prayers of confession:
‘And what does the Lord require of you. But to do justly, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God?’
It is a verse I often reflect upon and this week it resonates with some of
my thoughts from Prisons’ Week, not least in my role as Anglican Bishop
for HM Prisons (interestingly a role once held by Bishop James Jones),
and as the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill (PCSC) enters
Committee Stage in the House of Lords next week.
Prisons’ Week last week was a time to pray for and focus on all those
affected in different ways by the criminal justice system. On Monday I
was privileged to give the annual prisons lecture at Liverpool Cathedral
(see video below) following a visit to Adelaide House, one of seven
Approved Premises for women in this country. Then on Tuesday, I
hosted an event in the House of Lords to highlight the need to divert
women from the criminal justice system and abolish short term prison
sentencing for women with non-violent crimes. One of the speakers was
someone called Chloe who shared her own lived experience and her
engagement with a local project run by the Nelson Trust. Chloe
experienced mercy, kindness and love which kept her out of a prison cell
and enabled her to begin to discover her value and become a person of
transformation within her family and community.
Following my participation in the second reading of the PCSC Bill in the
House of Lords, I have taken the decision to sponsor a number of
amendments which will, unfortunately, mean being in the Lords for
several days over the next few weeks. At this stage, I truly do not know
what the outcome will be and whether any of them will return to the
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Commons for further consideration, but I do believe that in the midst of
all the complexities surrounding criminal justice, my amendments are
rooted in both mercy and justice, which are at the heart of the God of
love revealed in Jesus Christ.
In this diocese, as we live whatever this next season brings, may we be
purveyors of love, justice and mercy as we each play our part in Christ’s
body, living the present and shaping the future we desire to see locally,
nationally and globally.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
With my thanks and prayers as ever,
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Mouse Diary….
What with the autumn leaves blowing so beautifully in shades
of golden brown and some drifting into the church (isn't that
poetic?) MBFTLP decided it was time to visit us again but with
two burning questions on this occasion. Burning Question no 1/
Did Wally encounter Father Christmas on his travels in the
general direction of the Artic Circle? and 2/ How are things
panning out with Penelope? In answer to your first question I said, I was
rather hoping Wally would meet up with Father Christmas as I had written a
letter in advance and given it to him (Wally) to deliver. MBFTLP was not
impressed. I think your geography is not as good as Wally's. Because Lapland is
rather a long way in fact from the Artic Circle. Me of course, I always come up
with solutions: well, perhaps pigeon post can cover the distance? MBFTLP can
be nostalgic at times I have to say. The trouble is she said, you have still not
sorted out the problem of the church not having a chimney. So by the time
Father Christmas gets here, he will be worn out and not have his usual billet by
the fireside. Also the reindeer may still be suffering from the indigestion you
gave them last year. Something to do with the Marmite sandwiches I think.
Not to be deterred I felt it best to change the subject and decided to have
recourse to question 2/ above. As regards Penelope things are not panning out
too well, I volunteered at this juncture. She complained about the lack of
rocks in the church. We did our best to find a big one for her but she said it
wasn't anything like what she was used to in the Outer Hebrides. So Aimiee
did her best according to the local geography of the situation and came up
with the idea we could put her on the shelf in the corner of the church. That
way she would be High Up like she was used to and we could Make A Quick
Escape through the side door with the green sign and person running if she
kept on looking down her long nose at us and making remarks about How Small
We Were. So in the end things ended up reasonably satisfactory. My letter is
on its way to Father Christmas (I hope he does not mind about the chimney)
and Penelope is doing her thing on a proper Pedestal in lieu of a rock (well, the
little shelf in the corner). I don't know what this thing is about rocks said
MBFTLP. I can manage without myself. Quite I said, we all three are in
agreement on that subject. However, Penelope, always having to have the last
word, made a lot of throaty squawks that were rather deafening. I hope she
and the reindeer get on alright.
Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley
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J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY
HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME...........
Tel: 01453 542097
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com

Fabrics, Wools and
haberdashery
Buttons, ribbons and
patterns
Knitting and sewing lessons
39 Parsonage Street,
Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP
www.inchesfabrics.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS

TEL: (01453) 542036
NATIONAL LOTTERY
PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS)
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE)
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Pictures from the 5 Churches Walk on 10th October 2021.
Photos by Elizabeth Oakley
Starting at St James.

Walking through the Broadwell

Along past the Carpenter’s
Arms towards Uley Road

Leaving St Giles Uley
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David Smith at St Giles Uley

Arriving at Holy Cross
Owlpen

This beautiful Angel watching
over them in the church

Leaving Owlpen going
towards Nympsfield.
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Culture and Me………..We are delighted this month that Chris Tyler
who with his wife Rachel, have recently moved here has had time to
share some of his thoughts - in the midst of the trauma of sorting and
making a home. Thank you so much………says David Vonberg
Do you have a favourite author or book?
Adam Feinstein's "Neruda: A passion for life". An amazing story of one of
the great love poets - history, politics, literature and the flaws of a great
man all in one volume. Plenty of his beautiful poetry is included too.
(Another lovely introduction to Pablo Neruda is the film “Il Postino”
1994, which is fictional but captures something special about peoples’
reactions to his poetry and contains a wonderful performance from
Massimo Troisi who died shortly after the main filming had completed).
What are you reading at present?
I don't think I've ever only had one book on the go. My current selection
is “The Way of Thomas - insights for spiritual living from the Gnostic
gospel of Thomas” (John R. Mabry), “Seven Deadly Colours” (Andrew
Parker) - how animals use and understand colour, “The Roots of
Christian Mysticism” (Olivier Clement) - texts from the early centuries of
Christianity showing how mystical experience has always been there,
and of course a Bible. Currently I’m enjoying Eugene Petersen’s version,
“The Message” - the Psalms and the New Testament are especially
compelling and immediate.
Is there a book which you feel you should have read?
Dante's "Divine Comedy" in the original Italian (with a translation).
Is there a song or piece of music you turn to, to cheer you up?
"Dancing Queen" ABBA. No explanation required, surely?
Do you have a favourite piece of music?
"Ultimos Ritos" (Last Rites) by John Tavener, based on the last chords of
Bach's Crucifixus from the Mass in B minor - it concludes with Bach's
music gradually taking over from Tavener. It's supposedly about the
crucifixion and burial of the self, based on the thought of St John of the
Cross. It's not as daunting as it sounds - singing, recorders and tapes
make a beautiful soundscape to enjoy while you reflect on the triumph
of the cross.
Do you play a musical instrument?
Recorders, piano, flute, organ, a bit of lute and a classical guitar waiting
for me to have an introductory lesson.
What is your favourite film?
"The Goodbye Girl" with Richard Dreyfuss and Martha Mason, 1977.
Tears every time.
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Do you have a favourite play?
The Scottish Play. Shakespeare's language and characters are
fascinating, even on the printed page. For several years I taught it for
GCSE pupils and always found something new.
What about a favourite television series?
"Peter Kay's Car Share". Romantic, funny, life-affirming and the best
selection of backing tracks ever. Apparently, like most people, I’m
fondest of the pop music of my teens - Yes, Genesis, Pink Floyd,
Fleetwood Mac, Dr Feelgood. “Car Share” provided a useful update Duran Duran, Kylie Minogue, The Smiths, R.E.M., Texas, Blue and Prefab
Sprout.
If there was one painting you could own, what would it be and
what is special for you about it?
Rembrandt’s self-portrait of 1669 when he was my age. A great artist
looking very hard at himself and somehow inviting you to enjoy having a
very hard look at yourself, but with forgiveness and acceptance. Made
more special by having visited his house in Amsterdam and watched
prints being made from his original etchings.
Do you have a special building which means a lot to you and if so
why?
Standing at the foot of the steps up to the Chapter House in Wells
Cathedral makes me feel like Christian at the end of "Pilgrim's Progress"
and my burden falls away. The scissor arches kindled my love of modern
architecture - what were they thinking of?
Is there a place (town, village, a county?) where you have felt
happiest?
My first spiritual home and my first experience of Christian musicmaking was in the tiny Strict Providence Baptist Church, East Street,
Prittlewell in Essex. There is still a worshipping community there. I can
still remember the names and faces of all the Sunday School teachers
who faithfully told us the words of the next line of the hymn just before
we started singing it, because we were too young to read quickly
enough. Miss Bird on the harmonium, Miss Pilgrim, Mrs Ewing, Mr Keys.
I owe them a huge debt and frequently remember them in my prayers.
You are having a fantasy dinner party for five - who would you
invite?
St Paul - a man of immense courage, knowledge and
intuition, my father in law - a lover of everyone’s anecdotes and
particularly interesting on his journey from Plymouth Brethren naval
cadet to Anglican priest to Roman Catholic priest, J.S.Bach - who will
probably compose a cantata during each course and have outspoken,
probably politically incorrect views on most things, Phil Silvers (Bilko)
contd on page 22..........
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Contd from page 20........an everyman character who would (in his
view) fit in anywhere, however unlikely that is to happen and George
Appleton - former Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem and great spiritual
guide, not least through his books “Journey for a Soul”, “The Practice of
Prayer” and “The Way of the Disciple”. A great man who never forgot his
duty and humility in the face of God.
I think I’ll need to warn the neighbours!
*********************************************
NOVEMBER
the season of global remembrance.
by Jennifer Kendrick.
Personally November has special significance for the day, in 1960, when
my beloved father, only 52 years old, suddenly collapsed and died. A
devastating loss to so many, but to me he was the closest thing to God
on earth. In retrospect I hope that that was not too onerous a burden
for him to bear! He was softly spoken, a charismatic gentle man of
great integrity, and underneath the soft exterior I found a strong
deliverer! He was the one person in my life who seemed to understand,
and was always there particularly in my troubled teens! I know he was
often frustrated by my behaviour but he was never really angry: just
deeply disappointed! More than able to deliver a stern lecture, he had
an amazing ability to, eventually make me stop, look and listen!
I especially remember one day, not for the first time, being involved in a
rowdy scene on a ‘bus (they happened in 1950 too) and suddenly seeing
him sitting there, stony-faced. When we reached our destination,
without hesitating, I ran up happily to greet him, but he wanted none of
it, pretending he did not know me. I was humiliated. Back home and
unsure what to do next, I felt compelled to try to make amends and
found, as usual he chose his words carefully, whilst speaking with great
regret and wise counsel! Very gradually things changed as I learnt
valuable lessons about growing up! I miss him still!
Often I think of Cicely Saunders. More than 70 years ago she was a
nurse who had a vision to provide better facilities for terminally ill people
to live their last days in dignity and comfort. She went on to become a
doctor and when a lonely German soldier who came under her care, left
her £500 in his will to build a window in her dream, the Hospice
movement was founded in Sydenham, South London. One day I went
there for an interview, full of confidence that my nursing qualifications
and experience would stand me in good stead to join her staff!
It never occurred to me that some of the patients would be my age and,
like me have a young family. The difference being, of course, that they
had no hope of seeing their children grow up!
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Matron was wise to give the job to someone else and I am deeply
thankful for that!
In 1981 my mother, a galloping granny of great fortitude, was taken
critically ill whilst on holiday in East Anglia and quickly diagnosed with a
virulent form of cancer. She never returned to her home in Devon, but
lived her last few weeks in a wonderful hospice in Nottingham. Carefully
monitored pain control allowed her a quality of life which we could share
with her to her last moments. I am deeply grateful for that.
Now, this week, news of the assassination of a charismatic,
conscientious and caring MP whilst he was conducting a regular surgery
session for his constituents, has sent shivers of shame and
overwhelming grief across the country. As we absorb the shock and
bewail the future, may we take time to be thankful for the blessings in
our life, where we are free to practise our religion un heeded, and have
the benefit of public servants prepared to see others without prejudice.
They do not pause to count the cost of their devotion to duty which
upholds our democracy.
To all those unsung heroes, worldwide, who may never know how much
they have eased our pain and enriched our lives by words or deeds,
example or sacrifice, let us loudly and together say
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
*********************************************
Remembering the innocent people
who died and the places that were
lost.
Of course buildings can be replaced but
people can only be remembered and the
people that escaped try to build a better
world.
The picture is of the Charred Cross from
the bombing of Coventry Cathedral during
the Second World War.
The Cathedral was rebuilt (in more
modern form) and is now a centre for
Peace and Reconciliation.
On a personal note November the 11th at
11am 1998 was when my Dad died, so for
me the eleventh hour is always very
poignant.
Picture taken when we went on a Pilgrimage from Dursley
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Judith

Bellringing
Annual Outing
Having been unable to hold one last year for
obvious reasons, we held our annual outing on
Saturday 2 October this year. We had decided
earlier in the year that if we were to have an outing
at all, it would be a very much reduced affair, only 4
churches, a long lunch break, and by car rather than coach. We met at
Hawkesbury, our new ring of 8 bells (cast in Italy) in the Branch, in the
pouring rain which lasted all day. They are a lovely ring of bells, and as
we were only 11 ringers in total, we were able to pace ourselves. We
then moved on to Alderton, to be met by a church warden who
apologized that he hadn’t been able to contact us to put us off. The bells
had not been rung for nearly two years. He was not sure of their safety,
but we could ring at our own risk. We decided not to risk causing any
problems, hoping to return another time. This meant that we were far
too early for lunch at the Neeld Arms in Grittleton, but we waited
patiently until they opened. Everyone really enjoyed the two-and-a-halfhour lunch break, a chance for extended conversations which have not
been possible face to face for some time.
After a very good lunch, we moved on to Kington St Michael, on the
edge of Chippenham, an anti-clockwise 6 which were quite tricky to ring
well. Last tower was Charlton, 6, a ground floor ring which we have
visited before. We ended up back at the Old Spot for final rounds. It was
generally agreed that, as we are not getting any younger, fewer towers
and an extra long lunch were a good recipe for a successful outing.
At our AGM in January, we will begin to plan the 2022 outing.
Annual Dinner
Again, having been unable to hold one last year, we held our annual
dinner on Thursday 14 October at Belle’s Kitchen. Thirteen people sat
down to an excellent 3-course meal cooked by Belinda and Brigid. They
were delighted to welcome us back, their fist big party since lockdown.
As our distinguished guest, we were delighted to welcome Martin
Kerslake Griffiths on his first visit back to the UK from Spain for nearly 3
years.
Elizabeth M Byrne
*****************************************
Isn’t it hard not to judge?
While living in Portugal my pal and I planned to stage a fundraising
event to help speed up the opening of a new build women's refuge. It
was intended to exhibit around 40 large artworks including 15
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sculptures. All the work was to be hung or sited around four main
cloisters enclosing a courtyard, which, at the time contained a scattering
of builders’ rubble left as the result of the new build construction. Within
the courtyard a brick, block and concrete stage had been constructed as
an amenity for the future residents and their children. It was our
intention to attract more paying guests by adding live music, a bar and
food to give the art show more breadth of appeal.
Sunshine could be almost guaranteed, the deep accommodating cloister
canopy provided insurance against the unlikely possibility of rain.
All preparations had been made. It was at that point that my pal
informed me he no longer wanted to exhibit. As most of the work had
been jointly executed, his news was a real surprise. He informed me
that the courtyard looked untidy and was like a building site! I saw it as
the centre piece of a lovely piece of completed modern architecture with
a very deep and shady cloister. It was unusual for my pal to be so
precious about setting or environment. It was at this point my pal and I
had a hefty, lengthy and intense discussion of our differences, objections
and values. After an almost terminal bust up my final words were,
“Where does a rose look at its best, in a garden or a building site?” He
has never answered. Well, my point is that the years have flown and
today I find myself taking photos of all the wonderful flowers displayed
so thoughtfully and artistically around St James Church. As I take the
photos it dawns on me that there is always something that upsets the
composition, in this case not a telephone wire, telegraph pole, person or
car. For a while I wonder if it’s my ‘eye’ or inflated judgementalism.
Don’t get me wrong, there is nothing about the flower arrangements
that causes pain. I decide that odd bits of the
environment, floor stands, wall, column or
windows are to be excluded. Now, just what is that
about? Is it the amazing arrangements of flowers
created by the wonderfully skilled flower ladies?
Certainly the arrangements are fantastic, skilfully
conceived and artistically arranged.
I pull myself up, hold the camera shutter and ask
myself, ‘if the environment is excluded ...
I am perhaps also excluding the finer point of the
arrangements construction.’ ... A decision is made
... click! I go for the ‘star of the show’ the flowers!!
... click! Another decision is made; to try to become a better
photographer so the care taken over the flower arrangements can at
some point be included. It's all to do with Focus you see?
Isn’t it hard not to judge?
Brendan Skelton
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Eco Church News
Saturday, 6th November - Global Day of Action for Climate
Justice
You will be aware that the UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on 1 – 12 November
2021. At this crucial summit, delegates including heads of state, climate
experts and negotiators will come together to agree coordinated action
to tackle climate change.
Earlier in the year, I wrote a brief piece outlining different climate
conferences. COP is short for
Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.
One of the central aims of the Paris
Agreement created at the COP2021
(held in December 2015 in Paris)
was to strengthen the global
response to the threat of climate
change, by limiting the global temperature rise in this century.
Agreements were made for nations and corporations to make changes to
try to keep global temperatures well below a pre-industrial 2 degree
level. They also agreed to pursue efforts to limit a possible temperature
rise to a lower 1.5 degree level.
Roz Piddock of Carbon Brief Ltd explains that to get a complete picture
of the earth’s temperature, scientists collect measurements from the air
above land and the ocean surface at many global locations. The daily
values at each location are compared to what is the ‘normal’ value at
that site (this is a value usually measured over about 30 years). This
gives a picture of how temperatures are changing over time.
Writing in The Church Times, Joe Ware, reported about a letter sent on
behalf of 1.8 million Fairtrade farmers and agricultural workers, in
advance of the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow, which urges world
leaders to keep their promise to provide $100 billion to low-income
nations disproportionately hit by the climate crisis. The letter also urges
rich nations to cut emissions, prioritise trade deals that drive trade in
low-carbon produce, and to strengthen business rules on environmental
protection.
Christian Aid state that the climate crisis has arrived and that millions of
people around the world, have been experiencing its most devastating
impacts for years, despite having done the least to cause it. They go on
to say that the most affected communities have high hopes that world
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leaders will take ambitious action needed at the COP26 to deliver real
progress and that every prayer, every action, and every step towards
climate justice matter.
The COP26 Coalition is a UK-based civil society
coalition of groups and individuals mobilising
around climate justice during COP26. Coalition
members include environment and development
NGOs, trade unions, grassroots community
campaigns, faith groups, youth groups, migrant and
racial justice networks – to name a few. A full list of
members can be found on their website
https://cop26coalition.org/about/the-coalition/
The COP26 Coalition is mobilising via coordinated events around the UK,
calling on the delegates at the COP26 in Glasgow to ensure that those in
the world most effected are at the centre of decision making and viable
solutions.
They are also demanding more stringent targets including having a
global warming target of 1.5 degrees Celsius, having “Real Zero”
emissions instead of “Net Zero” emissions, keeping carbon in the ground
by ensuring there are now new fossil fuel investments or infrastructure
such as mining.
The COP26 Coalition are calling for people to join in actions across the
world on Saturday November 6th in a global day of action for climate
justice to send a clear voice to our leaders during their negotiations.
Joining an event or writing a letter to your local MP are ways of sending
a message to our Leaders, to find solutions to the climate crisis that, not
only reduce emissions or protect the natural world, but do so in a fairer,
more just way for every nation and community.
Best Wishes
Gill Mather
References
Roz Piddock, Carbon Brief Ltd – “How do scientists measure global
temperature? 2015” - https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-how-doscientists-measure-global-temperature
Joe Ware - Fairtrade farmers call on world leaders to keep $100-billion
promise, October 8th, 2021
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2021/8october/news/world/fairtrade-farmers-call-on-world-leaders-to-keep100-billion-promise
COP26 Coalition https://cop26coalition.org/about/the-coalition/
If you would like to be involved with Eco Church, please contact
janmcurt@yahoo.co.uk
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From Canon Richard……..This month we keep Armistice
Day and Remembrance Sunday. If my knee operation
happens, I’ll miss being in Church then, but here is a
reflection for the season.
When I was a boy, the veterans marched through Dursley.
If I recall rightly, the first cohort was of old men – the Boer
War veterans. Then followed far bigger groups; what seemed
to a child fairly old men, the World War 1 veterans, and then younger
men, the World War 2 veterans. I can’t remember if the Korean War
soldiers had their own group. Now the First World War is further away
than the Crimean War was then, and the Second World War is farther
away than the Boer War. No World War 1 veterans are left to march even
in London, and soon the Second World War Veterans will have left this
world. Perhaps we should respond by widening our remembering to
earlier wars, whose victims and protagonists are long departed – the
Napoleonic Wars, American War of Independence, Seven Years War, War
of the Austrian Succession, War of the Spanish Succession, and long
back, through the Wars of the Roses, [including the Battle of Nibley
Green, last private battle in England], the Hundred Years War, Crusades,
1066, Danish Invasions, Anglo Saxon Invasions, Roman Conquest, and
so many more. Those are wars that involved this country. But we may
remember other wars, of which humans like us have been victims over
the centuries and millennia. The sufferings of war are similar wherever
they occur. We recall the World Wars as conflicts in which we were
fighting for the right; over the centuries, there are wars much more
ambiguous or worse, colonial wars, dynastic wars and so on. War may
be sometimes the ‘least worst’ of alternatives – most Britons entered
World War 2 on that basis – but it is always an evil and productive of
evils. Our memories in November are centred on gratitude for those who
gave their lives for their country. That is proper, but at least as
important is to remember and pray for all the victims of war, those on
war memorials in Germany and Japan as well as Britain and former
colonies, France, America, Poland and other victims of Nazism and the
Japanese Empire. It is important to remember the pity of war, the
tragedy, the horrors of which all sides were the victims
We shall probably sing, ‘I vow to thee, my country.’ It was written during
World War 1 by Cecil Spring Rice, and it expresses the realities for
solders and sailors in that and most wars. They had to face the final
sacrifice of dying for their country, thus treating it as above all earthly
things; and in battle they could indeed ask no questions. So we sing it in
identification with them. Spring Rice indeed included a second verse,
celebrating God’s kingdom of peace, which must have the last word.
Contd on page 30……….
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Extend for You
est. 2009
Movement to Music for the over 55’s and those younger
in some cases, aims to improve strength, mobility, coordination and balance
to continue an active lifestyle.

classes are held at St. James Parish Centre Dursley
TUESDAY at 2.00pm
You can be seated or standing
Covid 19 virus has restricted class
numbers allowed.
To avoid disappointment please check availability and call
Barbara Weldon
email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com

The Dursley
Pet Shop
17 Parsonage Street,
Dursley,
Gloucestershire
Telephone (01453) 542798
Pet foods & Accessories,
Animal Feeding stuffs,
Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,
Garden sundries
Large Range of Wild Bird Products
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01453 766421
website: extend.org.uk

contd from page 28……….But perhaps we need another hymn to fit our
position. Out of the trenches and battle field, it will not do to offer our
country ‘the love that asks no questions.’ That is horribly dangerous,
even in religion, much more in patriotism. That was what Hitler
demanded. By the Nuremberg Trials of Nazi war criminals, we in effect
declared this ‘love that asks no questions,’ and placing our country
above all earthly things will not do. Democracy calls us to question our
land and leaders. More local loyalties, to family and friends, and wider
loyalties, to all humans and our environment mat be at least as
important as loyalty to the land. And all our earthly loyalties need to be
subject to loyalty to the God of goodness and love, of generosity and
peace. So here’s a rewrite to the same tune to think about and to pray.
1.

2.

I vow to God eternal,
all earthly things above,
Entire and whole and perfect,
the service of my love,
That seeks through humble questions
to know and trust God’s will,
And in true obedience
God’s purpose to fulfil.
O grant me, Lord, to serve you,
through Christ who paid the price,
Who laid upon the altar
the final sacrifice.
And as I give myself to you,
Lord, may I learn to love
The good things of creation
in Christ’s light from above,
With love both strong and chastened,
from idol worship free,
For land, friends and family
and all humanity.
God, help us in this broken world
your goodness to increase,
And to walk the ways of gentleness,
and find the paths of peace.
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francis.jones@btinternet.com

D A HILL
Plumbing, Building, Roofing,
Decorating, Plastering.
Tel: 01453 543249

e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
BIRTHS,
MARRIAGES

BAPTISMS: We welcome into our church
family, by Holy Baptism:

AND

DEATHS

10th October
17th October

Amelia Anne Merrifield St James
Rowan & Emilia Selby St James

FUNERALS: We share our thoughts and prayers with the
families of those who mourn the loss of those they love.
We remember those who have died:
4th October
Mary Powell at Gloucester Crematorium
13th October
James Cook at Westerleigh Crematorium
*****************************************
FLOWER ARRANGERS’ ROTA FOR ST JAMES.
November 7th, 14th, 23rd:
High Altar – Glena Neale
Tanner Chapel – Valerie Meares
Lady Chapel – Rachel Brown
No Flowers then until Christmas.

100 CLUB
Club draw for October as follows:1st
2nd
3rd

133 - Clive Orchard
107 - Lin Drury
189 - Jean Baldwin
Sarah
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Paul Daniels – Principal
Dursley CofE Academy,
School Road,
Dursley,
GL11 4NZ
t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk
e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk
Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust.
Registered in England Company Number
08149299

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE
St James Church open
Each day between 9.30am and 5.00pm
open for private prayer and previously
restricted areas are opened up.

Useful Telephone Numbers
TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.
Clare White
Tel: 549280
E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
BELLRINGERS
Elizabeth ByrneTel: 543536.
100 CLUB
Sarah Hodge

Tel: 545155

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Diane Ansell
Tel: 546169

Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley
Visit us on Facebook: Ewelme Benefice Family

