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Dear Friends,
It’s traditional at this time to wish others a
‘Happy New Year’. If I appear reluctant to do
so, it’s because as I write in early December, just
as Plan B has been announced, it’s not at all clear just how happy the
celebrations are going to be for Christmas and New Year!
Of course, for Christians the Christmas celebration, even if restricted to a
Zoom service, will still be a joyous acclamation of ‘Emmanuel – God with us’ and
that will continue into the New Year as we celebrate the season of Epiphany,
even if we are having to celebrate without family and friends around us.
Originally Epiphany was just a Festival Day celebrating the visit of the
‘Three Wise Men’. The word ‘Epiphany’ is based on an Old Greek word meaning
manifestation or showing. Just as the new-born baby Jesus was shown to the
shepherds as representatives of the Jews, so the visit by the Three Wise Men
was a showing to the wider Gentile world.
Matthew is the only Gospel writer who mentions this event – ‘In the time of
King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem …’
Traditional nativity scenes depict three "Wise Men" visiting the infant
Jesus on the night of his birth, in a manger accompanied by the shepherds and
angels, but this should be understood as an artistic convention allowing the two
separate scenes of the Adoration of the Shepherds on the birth night and the
later Adoration of the Magi to be combined for convenience. The biblical
account in Matthew’s Gospel simply presents an event at an unspecified point
after Christ's birth in which an unnumbered party of unnamed "wise men"
visits him in a house (not a stable) with only his mother mentioned as being
present as well.
Later tradition fixed their number at three (since there were three gifts),
made them kings or Magi, and suggested their resonant names – Caspar,
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Melchior, and Balthasar. Magi refers to Persian astrologers – the word was
later associated with the occult and came into English as ‘magic’.
The link to kings goes back to the Old Testament prophecies that describe
the Messiah being worshipped by kings – Psalm 72 talks about kings ‘rendering
tribute’ and ‘bringing gifts’, while Isaiah says ‘Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn’.
In 2000 the Church of England added to the lectionary an optional season of
Epiphanytide, stating, ‘The Christmas season is often celebrated for twelve
days, ending with the Epiphany. Contemporary use has sought to express an
alternative tradition, in which Christmas lasts for a full forty days, ending
with the Feast of the Presentation on 2 February’.
Each Sunday gives a different view of the manifestation. The first Sunday
has the Three Wise Men – the showing to the Gentiles. The second Sunday
tells the story about the Baptism of Christ by John the Baptist in the River
Jordan – the start of Jesus’ ministry. The third Sunday has Jesus at a
wedding party, where he turns water into wine in the first of his ‘signs’ as
John calls them. The fourth Sunday tells of Jesus in the synagogue, where he
reads from words from the prophet Isaiah which refer to himself, and
declares his mission.
Finally on the Feast of the Presentation in the Temple (Candlemas), we go
back in time as the child who is manifested to the shepherds and the wise men
is now recognised by Simeon and Anna, when he comes to be presented in the
Temple according to the Law of Israel. He is both “a light to lighten the
Gentiles,” and “the glory of God’s people Israel.”
The concluding prayer of blessing at some services at Epiphanytide seems
appropriate:
May God the Father, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find
the Christ, lead you in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. Amen.
May God the Son, who turned water into wine at the Wedding Feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen
May God the Holy Spirit, who came upon the beloved Son at his Baptism in
the River Jordan, pour out his gifts upon you. Amen.
And yes – a very Happy, Peaceful and Blessed New Year to all!

Tony King
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Services in January across the Ewelme Benefice
Sunday 2nd January - Epiphany
St James
10.00am - Parish Communion
St Bartholomew’s 10.00am - Parish Communion
Sunday 9th January - Baptism of Christ
St James
10.00am - Parish Communion
St Giles
10.00am - Parish Communion
St Mark’s
4.00pm - Benefice Epiphany Carol Service
Sunday 16th January - Epiphany 2
St James
8.00am - Holy Communion
St Giles
10.00am - Parish Communion
St Mark’s
10.30am - Service of the Word
Sunday 23rd January - Epiphany 3
St James
10.00am - Parish Communion
St Giles
10.00am - Parish Communion
Sunday 30th January - Presentation of Christ/Candlemas
St James
10.00am - Benefice Communion
Holy Cross
10.00am - BCP Matins
********************************************
Church News from Canon Michael

Sunday 2nd January – Epiphany
We celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany,
the visit of the Wise Men or Magi to the
infant Jesus, on Sunday 2nd January
with our morning services.
Please note that the Benefice
Epiphany Carol Service will be on
Sunday 9th January
at 4pm in St Mark’s.
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Ewelme Benefice is planning a QUIET DAY
on Saturday 5th March, 2022 at St James Church.
The day is entitled:
DRAWING NEARER TO GOD
Come and explore different ways of reflecting on God as we
enter Lent. There will be an array of different ways of
reflecting including singing, art, poetry, labyrinth, mindfulness,
movement and prayer.
More details will be appearing soon, but meanwhile keep the
date free in your new diaries.

ST JAMES ECO BUG HOTEL APPEAL
for bundles of sticks 12” (30cm) long tied with
string, rag strips, non-plasticised wire etc are
being sought for the church Bug Hotel. We are
trying to increase the number and diversity of
other species, plants and minibeasts.
Over the last 20 years populations of many species have
crashed due to our lack of awareness of the importance of
nature to our wellbeing and that of the Earth.
Roofing slates, tiles, seedy flower stems, pebbles (if you have
them in your garden), chimney pots and terracotta clay fired
pipes are useful too.
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LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH – THE COURSE
How do questions about
identity, sexuality,
relationships and marriage
fit within the bigger picture
of the good news of Jesus
Christ? What does it mean
to live in love and faith
together as a Church?
We will be running the Living and Love and Faith course in January and
February for 5 weeks on Zoom on Thursday evenings from 7-8.30pm.
The dates are 13th January 20th January 27th January 3rd
February and 10th February 2022.
Each week will be led by a different member of the Ministry Team. We
will explore together, listen, and share what it means to be human and
how we live in love and faith in a world of changing sexual attitudes and
activity. What it means to us to be followers of Jesus today?
Each session will explore a different topic. There will be an opening
reflection, some teaching, bible study, story films, podcasts and time for
discussion, where we can safely share our reflections.
There are no right or wrong answers. This will be a safe place for us to
grow together in discipleship as we discuss some of the difficult issues
facing the Church of England today.
The course is intended to initiate a process of whole Church
discernment, in which we are invited to offer our feedback, and so
playing our part in helping discover what God’s call is to the
Church of England today.
Sign up sheets will be at the back of our churches.
Please do join us.
Revd Jane Wood

Prayer Group...
The Prayer Group in the Omega Rooms at
St Mark’s at 2.30pm
on the first Wednesday of the month.
The next one will be 6th January 2022.
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New Year Wishes from St Mark’s
Dear Friends
As I write in December St Mark’s has been unusually
busy. We have had two services here. The first was on
5th December at 5pm. This was a Taizé service which
was very quiet and reflective, with the church illuminated
solely with candles. The second one on the 12th we had our service of the
Word which was well attended. Coffee and biscuits were served afterwards,
thanks to Chris Morgan and Marcia Heaven. In between Clare and I ran two
very successful Christmas wreath making workshops. We welcomed our friends
from Uley and Nympsfield and the average age was brought down dramatically
in the evening session when Rachel Tyler brought along her daughter and
granddaughter who was very enthusiastic. It was so good to be together and
chatting normally. Suddenly everything seemed much more festive. We raised
£300 for church funds. Now we are looking forward to the 10am service of
Holy Communion on Christmas Day.
And so to 2022. Our first service will be the Epiphany Carol Service on the
9th January at 4pm. Please do come along and join us, that is if we are allowed
and we not all imprisoned again. But let’s be positive and pray for an end to this
pandemic.
Joan Spilsbury, one of our congregation has now moved to Teignmouth to
live nearer to her son. We wish her well.
It just now remains for me to hope all who are ill at the moment a speedy
recovery and wish you all Happiness, Health and
Freedom in the New Year.
With all Best wishes,
From Judith
PS the next Sunday morning service at
St Mark’s is on 16th January at 10.30am
and is a Service of the Word.
Looking forward to seeing these in the
garden again this year.
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MUSIC NOTES
January 2022
At the time of writing, it seems as though our
Christmas services are set to go ahead as
planned, and the choristers are busy preparing
the music for the Christmas and Epiphany
carol services after singing at the Advent Carol

service.
This year's Advent Carol service involved an unexpected activity in the
choir stalls when Michael Lunt, an experienced bass, collapsed during
the service. Two chorister nurses, Laura Perrin and Sally Arnold were
instantly on hand and Michael was made comfortable while Rob Marrow
phoned for an ambulance. Meanwhile the service carried on with the
gentle glow of candle light. Lately there have been instances of lengthy
delays in response time as yet more pressure is placed on the
ambulance services, but all credit to our local team who arrived just as
the last notes of the organ voluntary were sounding. Michael had “come
round” by then, but was taken to the ambulance where he was checked,
and eventually we were all pleased to hear that his rather alarming
collapse was due to an unexpected dip in blood pressure and nothing
more serious.
The latest Covid variant, Omicron, is understandably influencing the
possible cancellation of many seasonal events, but I am at a loss as to
why it's deemed perfectly alright to hold football matches with tens of
thousands of (misguided, in my opinion) people all brought together!
It's another example of muscle flexing by the god of Sport. There is little
doubt that crowds attending the Gold Cup at Cheltenham in 2020 were
partly responsible for the rapid spread of the first covid wave throughout
the country. The Government do not seem to have learned from that,
while attendances at church services are still socially distanced and
congregation numbers restricted. Sadly our extremely successful
Carvery was cancelled, and wisely it has been decided to hold two Crib
Services (with Christingle) this year where, in previous years the volume
of the singing of traditional carols has been in inverse proportion to the
size of the congregation! Perhaps smaller numbers will result in more
vigorous singing? I hope so.
Outside the church calendar, Epiphany is a season which, apart from the
visit of the Magi, is often overlooked. As in previous years, in order to
mark this more reflective time after the bustle of Christmas, we will be
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at St Mark's for the service of Epiphany Carols on Sunday 9th January at
4.00pm.
Nigel Davies
Music for January
2nd
9th
23rd
30th

am
am
pm
am
am

Sumsion in F
As with Gladness Men of Old – Sumsion
Darke in F
The Blessed Son of God – Vaughan Williams
Epiphany Carols
Nicholson in F Lo Starled Chiefs – Crotch
Stanford in C Nunc Dimittis from the Service in C –
Stanford
****************************************

Forgotten
A forgotten child
Out in the snow
Turned away from her home,
No place to go
Dreams of a Xmas full of joy
Where she will have food, or maybe a toy
But all she gets is the cold cruel snow
And her tears start to freely flow
Until they freeze upon her face
The little girl, that has no place
Huddled up, she feels no warm
She feels instead a joyful calm
Her head and feet forget to ache
Her little body forgets to shake
And as she looks out to the road
She feels no pain, she feels no cold
Snow is falling all around
And as she quietly slips down to the ground
She really hopes she will be found
But until that day, she must fight the way
And each day she will pray
A forgotten child
With no place to go!
Pinky C - HMP/YOI New Hall
Poem sent in by Clive Orchard
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Culture and Me…….David Vonberg says…….Jake Nicholls who worships
at St James when he is home has kindly turned his thoughts towards
what inspires him
Do you have a favourite author or book? - I’d find it much too
difficult to define my favourite author - there are just so many which
inspire me. However, one of my favourite books has to be the worldfamous ‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Brontë. It was one of the novels
that I studied whilst at school, and I loved the way it demonstrated the
challenges of Victorian morality, the slow decline of the traditional
gentry, the differing experiences of childhood and of course the frequent
dramatic struggles it presents. At times it feels as though you’re reading
a nineteenth-century version of EastEnders.
What are you reading at present? - At the moment I currently have
two books on the go - not like me at all. The first is Marc Morris’s 'The
Anglo-Saxons' - a superb history book that outlines the turbulent history
of the Anglo-Saxon period, from the evacuation of the Romans to the
Norman Conquest, a period in our history that I know very little about.
My second book is the Church of England’s recently published 'Living in
Love and Faith'. A book that tackles, and offers a variety of opinions and
beliefs we Anglicans have over issues such as; sexuality, gender and
marriage. A heavy, and tough read, however, a crucial one nonetheless.
Is there a book which you feel you should have read? - The list is
truly endless. However, a notable one would be Harper Lee’s To Kill a
Mockingbird.
Is there a song or piece of music you turn to, to cheer you up?
If feeling a bit melancholic, I have an entire album I created to cheer me
up. A few examples would have to be ‘Funny Thing’ by Thundercat, and
the entirety of Abba’s truly amazing work. Who can be upset when those
Swedes perform!
Do you play a musical instrument? If not what would you like to
learn? - In vain, I tried to learn the guitar whilst at school. But an
instrument that has always fascinated me is the saxophone - its
soothing tunes, and the skill that is required I will always appreciate.
What is your favourite film? - Rather than a single film, the Star
Wars franchise will always be close to my heart. As a child (and as a
young adult), it was one of the films that my father and I frequently
watched together, memories that I will never forget.
Do you have a favourite play? - William Shakespeare’s - Othello. It
was one of the first Shakespearean tragedies that I studied, and it truly
blossomed my love of Shakespeare. I much prefer the playwright's later
works, mainly post-1600, as I feel they are much more tragic and
comedic than his earlier, more sombre pieces.
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What about a favourite television programme? - My current focus
on television programmes seems to be around police/ crime dramas. My
favourite so far has been Line of Duty - a programme about an anticorruption unit within the police force. Additionally, I have just finished
Vigil - a brilliant drama about a police officer going on board HMS Vigil, a
nuclear-armed submarine, to investigate a murder that has taken
place. They are both on BBC Iplayer, and I would highly recommend
them.
If there is one painting you could own, what would it be and
what is special for you about it? - Whilst, in general, I much prefer
early modern Dutch forms of art (Vermeer, Rembrandt, and Jan de Bray,
for example). My favourite piece would have to be Paul Delaroche’s ‘The
Execution of Lady Jane Grey’. I love how the artist portrays the last
moments of Lady Jane as she famously scrambled, and asked where to
place her head on the block. One could only think what must have been
going through her head. Additionally, the drama of the portrait is
particularly striking as it emphasises the innocence of Lady Jane, and
the various reactions happening around her.
Is there a place where you have been happiest? - That would have
to be Greenwich park in Southeast London, and in fact Greenwich in
general. Having recently completed my studies at Goldsmiths, University
of London, and currently residing in Lewisham - Greenwich has always
been close by. I love how Greenwich offers an escape from the concrete
city as it has the atmosphere of a small town, with its rustic shop fronts,
its dated architecture, and the abundance of greenery and nature in
general. Whilst Greenwich park offers a truly spectacular view, with the
historic Old Royal Naval College contrasting the modern skyscrapers
found in the City and Canary Wharf.
You are having a fantasy dinner party for five – who would you
invite? (This could be anybody from any century and from any
country) - Amy Winehouse her lyrics and choice of instruments used
throughout her songs speak of a deep love for her passion for music,
also I’d like to fully understand some of the unfortunate choices she
made in her life. My grandfather, Tom Nicholls, whose quick wit and life
stories I deeply miss.
Benjamin Disraeli, Prime Minister and a lead founder in the modern
Conservative party, in order to discuss the original ideas around onenation conservatism, and how far our current Tory government have
fallen from these standards. Archbishop William Laud, in order to discuss
his support of Charles I monarchy, and his advocacy of high church
practices. Finally, I’d invite Mary Seacole whose activities throughout the
Crimean War and after leave a lot to admire.
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January Acrostic.
January we begin
Another
New Year 2022
Usually
All people are
Rushing to the Sales, remembering
Yester years when everything was normal
By Sally Hayward
Some Bright Spark.
During my Duke of Edinburgh Awards I learnt how to make a fire.
Admired how quickly my friend's sticks worked within a couple of
minutes; whilst mine must have been damp.
Set up for camp for the next 3 nights.
Every sound I could hear, hoping to get some much needed sleep.
Keep out the creepy crawlies and zip up my tent.
Recent times I can say I prefer my own bed at home instead.
Dread the dark and remind myself I'm going for gold.
Hold onto everything and I grin and bear it.
Lit up with my torch and I can hear the kettle whistling and a cup of tea
is made.
Displayed a lovely presentation of my stay in the woods.
Good times and such an experience I shall never forget.
Let others know how it is done.
Return home and have a bath, wash my hair and have an early night.
Might go for a walk in the morning and take my dog.
A blanket of fog came down and we remained inside and sat by the
radiator.
By Sally Hayward
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Communications Office at Church House,
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is
available on www.gloucester.anglican.org

The Diocesan Messenger, January 2022
Getting to know God better in 2022 - January – you either love it or
hate it. Whether it means cutting back on the booze and hitting the
treadmill, picking up a new hobby or stopping that social media scrolling,
many of us see the new year as a time of new beginnings.
Making changes in our lives can be hard work, but when we have a
supportive community around us, the little changes we make together
can bring that sparkle back to this dark and dreary month. When we find
things hard, faith can be a light and a joy. And making time to learn more
about our faith is a positive way to invite God into our lives in a new way.
We’re offering a series of short courses, to explore your faith more deeply
and experience a breadth of Christian spirituality. Approaches to prayer,
starting 13 January, lets you learn about and try different ways of
praying, discuss what we mean by prayer and be challenged to try new
things.
Starting in February, there’s a 3-week course called Following in the
Footsteps, where we will use stories of ancient saints and modern
Christians to learn from and to inspire us. Find out about all the short
courses happening this year at
www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/exploring-faith-and-spiritualitycourses
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Bellringing
On 27 November we were invited to take a team to Holy
Nativity church in Minchinhampton to participate in the
Stroud Branch quiz night. The Gloucester and Bristol
Diocesan Association of Church Bellringers is sub-divided
into 12 Branches and the Stroud Branch is adjacent to the
Wotton Branch of which we are part of.
The team of 4 consisted of Lizzie Lindsell (Upper Cam), Tim Soanes
(Berkeley), Liz and Frank Byrne (Dursley).

John Taylor (Dursley) also took part as part of another, combined, team.
We’ve taken part in these events before and they are always extremely
well organised with a ploughman’s supper and questions which are
completely unrelated to bellringing. For those unfamiliar with
Minchinhampton, it is beautifully located close to Rodborough Common
at some altitude, which explained the snow and the cold although the
church was nicely warm with underfloor heating. The winning team, who
scored 99½ out of a possible 110 points, with cup plus prizes:
The Wotton Branch held its AGM at Coaley on 13 November. It was
lovely to meet all our friends again in person and to catch up with family
news. The afternoon took the usual form with ringing followed by a
service, tea and meeting, all in the church. Our Branch is due to host the
AGM of the Gloucester and Bristol Association next April, and this will be
at Coaley too.
Frank Byrne
14

J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY
HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME...........
Tel: 01453 542097
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com

Fabrics, Wools and
haberdashery
Buttons, ribbons and
patterns
Knitting and sewing lessons
39 Parsonage Street,
Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP
www.inchesfabrics.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS

TEL: (01453) 542036
NATIONAL LOTTERY
PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS)
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE)
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Some more of Valerie Meares lovely paintings
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Twenty-Four-Hour Dementia Care
Taking care of a loved one with dementia can be become increasingly
challenging over time and sometimes can become more demanding very
quickly.
Dementia can impact an individual’s quality of life leading to anxiety for
family and friends. As emotional, mental and physical awareness
changes so to will care needs. Very often it is the physical needs that are
acted upon soonest as they may appear more evident and of greater
risk.
Professional dementia care should not be a last resort, however. Often,
dementia care homes can become the best option before it has become
unsafe for a loved one to live alone. Professional care can provide safety,
security, and comfort for those with dementia, as well as easing anxiety
for loved ones.
Choosing a dementia care home
The process of choosing a care home for a loved one with dementia can
be a positive experience. Care home staff can support your planning and
will know all the aspects that matter to you and for your loved one. With
an understanding of all the opportunities and benefits available in a care
home setting this can be a welcoming move for both your loved one and
a huge reassurance to family and friends.
There are several things to consider when deciding on dementia care.
When visiting a dementia care home, look for evidence of staff
interacting positively with residents on a personalised level. It is
important that a suitable range of activities are on offer and that
residents are stimulated in a variety of ways.
Of course, some residents with dementia are less enthusiastic about
partaking in activities. In these cases it is even more important that
carers put extra consideration into finding purposeful activity for these
residents, and can engage with them in their terms.
It is also important to assess residents’ freedom to wander. It is great to
see mobility around the home and especially advantageous if there are
some different points of interest in the home such as lounges, café and
other social areas.
Ultimately, it is most important to see evidence that residents are
treated with kindness and respect, and that they feel comfortable,
happy, and safe.
For more help on how to choose a care home for a person living with
dementia see: https://thehollies.co.uk/finding-care/
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Benefits of a dementia care home
A dementia care home offers numerous benefits to residents and
families. These communities offer a stable routine, a sense of purpose,
reduced anxiety, increased socialisation and can spark renewed passion
for hobbies and activities.
For friends and relatives, they can relax knowing their loved one is safe
and under supervision by qualified staff. They can feel assured in the
knowledge that their loved one is enjoying physically and mentally
stimulating activities, with personalised care and a community to
support their individual needs. Good care teams will really go the extra
mile to learn about their residents and what is important to them.
Holly Oak Dementia Care Home
Holly Oak Dementia Care Home is a newly opened state of the art 45bedroom home. It has been designed and built with total dedication to
residents living with dementia from the individual rooms to the favourite
amenities such as Bessy’s Tea Room, The Old English Pub and Kayes
Hair and Nails.
The care team deliver a genuine person-centred care evidenced by the
fantastic reviews from family. Making the most of all the special little
moments is the ethos and ensuring the best possible quality of life for all
residents.
Holly Oak provides 24-hour dementia and nursing care. With its state of
the art facilities and beautifully appointed rooms, they take great pride
in making residents feel comfortable and at home whilst providing the
very best in care.
For more information on Holly Oak Dementia Care Home see:
https://thehollies.co.uk/dementia-care/
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Eco Church Update
For the past 18 months or more, St James’s Eco
Church group has been working hard towards
ways of making St James more Eco Friendly. We
have been following the Eco Award Scheme run
by the Christian Charity A Rocha UK.

We are pleased to announce we have been awarded the Bronze Eco
Church Award by A Rocha UK.
This is great achievement by the Church Community as a whole and
members of the Eco Church Group would like to thank everyone for
supporting the efforts to make the church ‘Greener’.
The work is ongoing with our aim to achieve the Silver Award.
Further information about the Award Scheme can be found at
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Diocesan Grant Aid for Parish
Churches to have a Wildlife Garden
Gloucester Diocese believes that caring
for the whole of creation is core to the
work of the
church and is one of the Five Marks of
Mission. They are offering an
Environmental Fund dedicated to
improving local churchyards and we
are pleased to say that St James will
be receiving the grant which will be
used for materials to build a
substantial bug hotel (see page 5
)and hedgehog home as well as bird
boxes in the churchyard.
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A big ‘Thank You’ to Brendan for all his work
with these projects.
We are hoping to involve the local school
soon.
We are hoping to encourage more birdlife
into the churchyard and would love it if
anyone is able to make an upcycled bird
feeder to be hung in the churchyard trees.
A larger sauce bottle (700g tends to be successful). Other material
needed include a plastic plant tray and piece of wire or twine.
Use a craft knife to cut two holes in the side of the bottle to allow the
seed to gently come out. Use a 38 mm drill bit to make the hole in the
plant tray. Use a drill to make two holes at the top for the hanger. There
also needs to be a few small drainage holes in the plastic tray. See the
photos below.
Please take care when using a craft knife and drill.

Further instructions are available at
https://wildlifegadgetman.com/project-wildpatch/how-to-guides/makea-ketchup-bottle-bird-feeder/
Please let me know if you need further help or advice before trying this
project.
Please let Jan Vonberg or me know if you made a bird feeder and would
like it to be put up in the churchyard.
If you would like to be involved with Eco Church, please contact
janmcurt@yahoo.co.uk - All are most welcome.
Best Wishes Gill Mather – Eco Church member
Reference: https://wildlifegadgetman.com/project-wildpatch/how-toguides/make-a-ketchup-bottle-bird-feeder
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Carols for and beyond Christmas!
Canon Richard says…Christmas goes on officially for forty days, until
Candlemass.
For many of us, I suppose, Carols are among our earliest memories. In
‘O little town of Bethlehem,’ as a six-year-old, I identified Bethlehem and
Dursley, in particular The Knapp and Castle Street before it was
developed. I went to Dursley County School, which, [except for the
infants at the Tabernacle Schoolrooms] was there. I connect my
memories of ‘O little town’ with being in Mrs. Wiseman’s class, which
would be called year 2 today. It was in a wooden room [too good to call
a hut, I think!] at the bottom of what was then the boys’ playground.
Many people from St. Mark’s will remember Mrs. Wiseman, as she and
her husband were part of the congregation there. [Adult perspectives
have made me realise more and more what a good and progressive
teacher Mrs. Wiseman was, so it’s good for me to pay tribute to her!]
So the ‘dark streets’ in which ‘shineth the everlasting light’ to me were
old Castle Street and the path that went along the school boundary, up
the hill – apparently all part of the Knapp! I was a precocious brat, and
realised even then, I think, that this was not literally Bethlehem, but it
made the sense of Christ coming to us and being with us, one of us in
our ordinary places and lives, very vivid. And I imagined ‘the hopes and
fears of all the years … gathered there’ like a group of people. I knew [or
realised over time] this was impossible to picture literally, but it made
the meeting in Christ, Emmanuel, God with us, of the infinitely great and
every particular human life very vivid. I’m not sure I’ve ever had a more
significant religious experience! ‘O little town’ indeed links the
universality of Jesus’ salvation and its intimacy, its coming to us in our
ordinary and particular lives.
‘O little town’ is another carol with a verse that doesn’t get sung much
these days.
Where children, pure and happy,
Pray to the blessed child;
Where misery cries out to thee,
Son of the mother mild;
Where charity stands watching,
And faith holds wide the door,
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks,
And Christmas comes once more.
That too struck me deeply when I was a small child. It still brings to
mind the Christmas tree on the bureau and the red-brown long curtains
in our sitting room at 16 Jubilee Road – until we had a TV, this was only
used for very special occasions, as was the practice in many homes that
had two living rooms! I suppose that their being drawn back seemed to
me like the light of Christmas. And I imagined Charity and Faith standing
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like angels in a stained-glass window. I don’t think I then realised St.
James’ has a faith, hope and charity window. [Do we know which it is?] I
didn’t picture charity and faith as the pictures in that window.
But I understood more of the meaning as I got older. The young I
thought of the carol as about a day or season in the year. But Christ’s
coming to us is for all times. It is for the good aspects of life which
Christ, God’s creative Word, forms – ‘Where children pure and happy
pray to the blessed child.’ It is for the bad times that need Jesus, the
Rescuer – ‘Where misery cries out to thee, son of the mother mild.’
Christ is there when we respond to him in trust, and in love for God and
others – ‘where charity stands watching, and faith holds wide the door.’
Christmas – God coming to share our life – happens at all times when
these things are present. As the last verse of O little town says, ‘Be born
in us today’ – every day.
This is for the January edition of the Messenger. It may arrive in time for
Christmas, but if not, let our carol remind us that we can keep what is
the core of Christmas all through the year!
Here’s another hymn / carol that is about Christ’s coming at Christmas
and always.
1. When in darkness we walked, and by evil powers stalked,

Jesus was sent to be our light:
To illumine our path he was born here on earth,
Glory has shone out in our sight.
[Refrain:]
Jesus was born, Jesus was born,
Jesus was born to save us all:
As a human on earth he brought us heavenly birth,
Jesus was born to save us all.
2. He was born, God's own Son, Son of God, Son of Man,
Born as a child to rule us all:
Mighty God, Prince of Peace, and his reign will never cease,
Father and Wonder Counsellor.
[Refrain.]
3. Seated on David's throne, for that kingdom's his own,
His power shall evermore increase;
He'll bring sure righteousness, uphold justice and peace:
God's zealous power shall do all this.
[Refrain]
4. This he did by his cross, bringing gain out of loss,
Then by God's power he rose again:
To God's right hand he went, and his Spirit he sent
In our hearts evermore to reign.
[Refrain:]
25

5. Jesus is born, Jesus is born,

Jesus is born within our lives.
Live in us here and now, to your way keep us true,
Be king for ever in our lives.
*******************************************
NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE
by Jennifer Kendrick
As a nurse I know about ante natal care and midwifery. As a Mum,
three times over in three years, I know all about pregnancy, delivery
and new babies. As a resilient 84 year old, I thought I would not be
overwhelmed by anything except, perhaps, an avalanche or polar bear
in the Arctic, sneaky bitey things in the jungle or falling and forgetting
how to land safely, but my travelling days are over and my four wheeled
walking aid is my constant companion, so no worries there!
However, it has been on my mind that there are box files of papers
stored in my house that needed sorting to lessen the burden of those
whose unfortunate job it will be to empty the place once I am not here!
Time after time, try as I might, I could not begin to achieve order out of
the chaos of scraps and scribblings, jottings and journals and so they
stayed, muddled and cumbersome, out of site on the top shelf of the
kitchen cupboard.
As regular readers will know, my faith is simple and prayer invaluable to
me, daily and in any situation, so I can confidently say once more I was
guided to a possible solution.
A message for help and advice that I put on Dursley Matters resulted in
one Patricia Main, a local author, offering assistance with editing which I
accepted gratefully! We then approached Judith Staddon who was able
to retrieve from her computer, copies of articles I had written for The
Messenger over 20 years, which was amazing! That was the impetus I
needed and was happy that my family would have a record of sorts,
happy memories, some poems and a few musings to remember me by.
It never occurred to me that my work would morph into a proper book
and be published on Amazon with a
worldwide audience, which is what
has happened!
It has been like giving birth to a
baby for the first time!
Uncomfortable, scary, demanding
and exhausting, but then sheer
exhilaration followed by extreme
joy and satisfaction and pride,
achieved with a lot of help and
expert team work! I really believe
it: nothing is impossible
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Mouse Diary………….
On a bright and crispy New Year’s day, I could tell
MBFTLP was in editorial mode as soon as she came into the
church. Now then, she said, about your monthly column. Do
you think you could have a paragraph or two as well as a
Special Key at the end so we know what's what and who's
who. Me, despite having that feeling of deja vue, felt I
should oblige. Ok, I said, maybe Aimiee can help too.
Meanwhile, MBFTLP was in mind to whisk something long and thin out of her
top pocket. I think she must have had her eye on the circumference of the
situation. It turns out I was right and after checking my vital statistics she
said, Uhmm, I think you should join that (virtual) Zumba class or re-join
Dursley Mini Mouse Rovers. However, I was less concerned about the essential
vitals than the over population problem. But, I have to relate that some
progress had been made. Penelope did receive her subscription for Uley Flying
Club. Aimee posted it up to her high on her shelf. Thereupon, there was a
great deal of squarking and flapping and general hullaballoo and then Penelope
disappeared in a cloud of smoke. Perhaps she has gone back to the Outer
Hebrides said Aimiee hopefully. That happy interlude post Penelope was short
lived however, because would you believe it no sooner had she gone, than Mr
Dinosaur put his head around the church door and said could he come in for
tea. No, I said, it's not time for tea and anyway we are socially distancing and
anyway you are not supposed to be here because you are supposed to be
Extinct. I had the distinct impression that Mr Dinosaur was offended, but at
least he went off for the time being. Meanwhile here is Aimiee's paragraph:
Paragraph One
Le petit mouse a la kirk at Dursley; il est ne pas brainy. Le quiz a Xmas il ne pas
complete. Malheureusement, Penelope, avec elle grande braine, elle complete le
quiz tres bien. Moi, je voir les questions a Google. Aujourdhui, je assiste avec
le column ok tout.
(Well, I did tell you that Aimiee's regional accent was not improving).
Special Key At The End
Penelope The Perfect Pufflet: (not so perfect if you ask me).
Aimiee: Artificial Intelligence Mouse Integrated Electrics Entirely.
The rock: fortunately we have not got one, we only have the shelf and
Penelope is not on it now.
Lent: I am giving up bourbon creams (my favourite).
Column: Mine. I am not sure if it looks better with paragraphs though.
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MBFTLP: (my best friend the lady photographer). I think though she might
have gone off that dishy professor on the TV. She has not mentioned the
Universe for a while anyway which seemed to be the main thing she and the
dishy professor had in common.
Social distancing: Me and Aimiee are doing our best. Fortunately we have lots
of space in the church. Penelope went home and I told Mr Dinosaur he was
Extinct and could not come in.
Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley
********************************************
Calling Mouse and co…..

Watch out, watch out there’s a pussy cat about.
Not just any pussycat but one with attitude!

Drawing by ‘Bella Rea
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Extend for You
est. 2009
Movement to Music for the over 55’s and those younger
in some cases, aims to improve strength, mobility, coordination and balance
to continue an active lifestyle.

classes are held at St. James Parish Centre Dursley
TUESDAY at 2.00pm
You can be seated or standing
Covid 19 virus has restricted class
numbers allowed.
To avoid disappointment please check availability and call
Barbara Weldon
email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com

The Dursley
Pet Shop
17 Parsonage Street,
Dursley,
Gloucestershire
Telephone (01453) 542798
Pet foods & Accessories,
Animal Feeding stuffs,
Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,
Garden sundries
Large Range of Wild Bird Products
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01453 766421
website: extend.org.uk

And the total is 48,907 Shoeboxes!
Thank you to everyone who has donated a shoebox so far! Your boxes
are still piling in, so we hope to update you with an even higher total
soon. We're so excited thinking about all those happy faces! Our first
lorry left our warehouse in Evesham, for Oradea, Romania, on
Saturday. Your boxes will be distributed to children and families
in the communities of Arad and Bihor, in the Western part of the
country.
"Receiving that shoebox is a unique moment. When you see those faces,
you are close to be touching the heaven, or something like that. Putting
your love in those shoeboxes, creates a great and unique moment."
Raul, Romania

Our next lorry is scheduled to leave Wrexham for Georgia, filled with
your gifts of love and hope. We're still busily preparing sponsored boxes,
and will continue to make these until the 17th December.
Thank you for making this season a joyful one!
From Dave, Pearl, Simon & Ziz, at Teams4U
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francis.jones@btinternet.com

D A HILL
Plumbing, Building, Roofing,
Decorating, Plastering.
Tel: 01453 543249

e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
BIRTHS,
MARRIAGES
AND

DEATHS

BAPTISMS: We welcome into our church
family, by Holy Baptism:
28th November
Sofia June Calinas Bilous at St James
5th December
Jessica Anona Gayner at St James

FUNERALS: We share our thoughts and prayers
with the families of those who mourn the loss of
those they love. We remember those who have died:
21st December
Ruth Drysdale at Westerleigh
*****************************************
FLOWER ARRANGERS’ ROTA FOR ST JAMES.
January 2nd and 9th
High Altar – Anne Bussey
Tanner Chapel – Rachel Brown
Lady Chapel – Chris Raffle
January 16th and 23rd
High Altar – Marion Paisey
Tanner Chapel – Anthea Fittall
Lady Chapel – Valerie Meares
January 30th February 6th
High Altar – Ann Orchard
Tanner Chapel – Kim Pugh
Blady Chapel – Anne Shipton

100 CLUB
Last one for the year!
100 Club draw for December
1st - 214 - Sally Pearson
2nd - 206 - Ann Grant
3rd - 139 - Kate Sant
Sarah wishes to remind you that subs are due
before the end of January. Please pay to Phillip
Staddon, David Wood, myself or direct by BACS.
Sarah
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Paul Daniels – Principal
Dursley CofE Academy,
School Road,
Dursley,
GL11 4NZ
t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk
e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk
Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust.
Registered in England Company Number
08149299

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE
St James Church open
Each day between 9.30am and 5.00pm
open for private prayer and previously
restricted areas are opened up.

Useful Telephone Numbers
TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.
Clare White
Tel: 549280
E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
BELLRINGERS
Elizabeth ByrneTel: 543536.
100 CLUB
Sarah Hodge

Tel: 545155

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Diane Ansell
Tel: 546169

Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley
Visit us on Facebook: Ewelme Benefice Family

