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Please note, articles submitted by individuals do not necessarily represent
the views or policies of the Church and / or Parish Council.

From the Editor
Hello and welcome to this online
only edition of the Village News.
With coronavirus cases rising, the
announcement of Lockdown 3.0 and
the guidance to stay at home, it was
felt that delivering the Village News
was not on essential reason to leave
home and it would be unfair to ask
our volunteer delivery team to do so.
Usually, each month, after the file
is sent to the printers, they spring
in to action and the documents
are printed within a couple of days.
The hard copies are then collected
by Janet Wood, who heads up the
delivery operation, and separated
out into bundles for each individual
member of the delivery team.

The bundles are then distributed
and the ‘boots on the ground’ team
head out shortly after to pop a copy
through all the doors in their patch.
Hopefully if we all stick to the rules,
and with the roll out of the vaccine,
things will head in the right direction,
and we will be back dropping on to
your doormat in hard copy before
you know it.
This month’s cover photo, of
snowdrops coming in to bloom on
Peak Lane, comes from Sue Jones. If
you have any photos of our beautiful
local area which could feature on the
cover please do send them in!

Angela

Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield
Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew

The Rev’d Canon Michael Cozens
T: 01453 546459
E: mgcozens86@btinternet.com

Churchwardens
Mrs P Thomas, T: 860047
Mrs A Hardy, T: 860876

Parish day off - Friday
Messages listened to daily

All bookings for the Church and St
Giles Room to Marion Kee, T: 860364,
E: maronkee@gmail.com

www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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A Letter from Tony King
Dear friends
So – here we go again!
Eleven months ago, while Canon
Michael was on his Sabbatical,
worship in all churches in England
was suspended. Revd. Jane emailed
me to ask if I’d ever heard of an
app called Zoom. I hadn’t but she
explained to me that she knew of
other churches who were using
Zoom to run online services.
The rest is history – we ran Zoom
services – learning as we went. When
the restrictions were lifted, we were
able to meet again in church – but
with many restrictions – and we were
able to live stream one service each
Sunday for those who were unable or
unwilling to leave home.
In November we had to resort to
Zoom for a few weeks – and now
we are back there again! This time
is slightly different though – before
churches were closed as part of the
lockdown. This time that restriction
isn’t there, improbable though it
seems.
However, it was decided for several
reasons that it would be better if we
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did voluntarily close our churches
and reverted to online services. It is
almost certain that we shall being
doing this until at least mid-February
– I wouldn’t be at all surprised if it
were Easter before we were back in
church.
Bishop Rachel wrote on 5th January:
‘As we continue to learn evermore
what it means for us to be the
Church, it is important that our
discussions around gathering for
worship are never separated from
our action around being the Church
Sunday to Saturday. As well as
reflecting on what it means for us
to be disciples of Christ in our daily
lives during lockdown, I know that
many worshipping communities
are engaging with local initiatives
to care for people through many
acts of kindness including much
food provision. Care for place,
environment and creation is also
part of this’
Sad though it is that we can’t meet
together in worship, we are still part
of the Church of God, working in
the world for the furtherance of the
Kingdom.

Normally in these letters I would
look at Church Festivals and Feast
Days in the coming month. This year
February is dominated by Lent, with
Ash Wednesday on the 17th. But
I talked about Lent last year, so it
doesn’t need repeating – yet!
But the 2nd February is Candlemas,
more correctly referred to as The
Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
It is in many ways the concluding
service of the Christmas period
(coming as it does 40 days after
Christmas day), and it acts as a hinge,
or a pivot, between Christmas and
Lent /Holy Week/Easter.
There are many variations offered for
this service- but normally towards
the end of the service we process to
the font with lighted candles. One of
the forms concludes with the words:

We stand near the place of new birth
Let us shine with the light of your
love
We turn from the crib to the cross
Let us shine with the light of your
love
We go to carry his light
Let us shine with the light of your
love.
Let us shine with the light of your
love. These words are what Bishop
Rachel was saying in her letter – we
don’t need a church building to be a
Church.
In earlier times people brought
candles to church on this feast day
for blessing. When used during the
year, these blessed candles served
as a symbol of Jesus Christ, who
referred to himself as the Light of the
World. Our lives too should reflect
that Light to the world around us.

Tony King

From the Registers
Those whose Year’s Mind falls in
February:
Cynthia Hazel Anderson,
Basil Blackwell, Ivy Bailey, Ron Baker,
Andrew Blackler, John Bowden,
Anne Brooke, Bryan Davies,
Peter du Feu, Barbara Gallie,
Anne Goldingham,
Maureen Inglefield, Cynthia Jones,

Charles Poultney, David Powell,
Austen Robinson, Vera Gertrude
Reynolds, Richard John Smith,
Pat Stopford, Ivy Taylor,
Norma Patricia Taylor, Gwen Valentin,
Priscilla Wathen, David Alexander
White, Gertrude Broomfield,
David Harris.

5

Church News
Services are back on-line
You will see from the notice about
church services that we took the
decision to suspend services in
our churches during the current
lockdown. Thankfully, as we’ve used
Zoom before, it’s fairly easy for us to
return to on-line services. Sadly, of
course, this means that some people
are not able to join the services
if they do not have access to the
technology. However, one of the
positive things is that we see people
joining from all of the 5 churches of
the Benefice and beyond! It’s lovely
to see familiar faces joining us from
France, Germany and other parts
of the UK. During the services we

Photo: George White
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use recordings of familiar hymns
which we can sing along to at home;
something we’re not allowed to do in
church. We can also dispense with
masks and we can see one another
and at least say hello and goodbye!
Joining details are always given
on the homepage of the Benefice
website: www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
Christmas services and the
Nativity figures
Several ‘thank yous’! Thank you to
all those who supported our on-line
Christmas Carol service and the Crib
and Christingle service. It’s been
great to hear such positive feedback and to know that although the

Christmas services had to be very
different this year, they have still
been appreciated. Thank you as well
to all who supported the work of the
Children’s Society by donating to
them and by picking up a Christingle
pack and making your own at
home. Lastly, very many thanks to
Uley Village Stores for donating the
oranges for the Christingles. Some
of the left-overs are being made into
marmalade which will be sold in aid
of the Children’s Society.
We were really pleased to be able to
host the wonderful Nativity figures
from the Churches Together Nativity
Trail. Thank you to George White
who arranged to light them for us.
These were St Giles’ contribution as
the 24th window in the excellent
Uley Windows of Advent Trail which

was such a brilliant community
celebration during some dark days.
We were able to leave the figures
in place (even during the stormy,
snowy weather) until we celebrated
Candlemas, or the Feast of the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
This is the special feast that gives us
a last look back to Christmas as it
celebrates Jesus being presented to
God when he was 40 days old.
Lent begins on 17th February
Very soon after the celebration of
Candlemas we begin the season
of Lent which begins on Ash
Wednesday which this year is 17th
February. We expect our services
still to be on-line and so we will be
looking for different ways for us to
keep Lent this year. Please do check
our website for more details.

Photo: George White
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Uley Parish Council News
Motor bikes in Woodland Areas

Thank you Atlanta

There have been several incidents
recently of motor bikes riding around
in the woods below the Bury and
in other stretches of woodland
around the valley. Please be aware
that the riding of motor bikes is not
permitted anywhere on the Bury, nor
in any of the woodland surrounding
Uley and Owlpen. If you come across
anybody riding motor bikes in these
places please let the police know by
telephoning them on 101.

The Parish Councillors would like
to thank Atlanta Paraskeva for
volunteering to carry out the role
of Village News editor for the last 18
months. Without people like Atlanta
it would not be possible for the
community news publication to be
produced each month.

Parish Council Budget – 2021/22
At the January meeting of Council
the new financial year budget was
confirmed. It was agreed that the
Council tax contribution (Precept)
by Uley parishioners be raised by a
modest 3% to cover cost of living/
inflation rises. This very small rise
adds £1.24 per annum to an average
Band D property. The overall
precept for Uley Parish Council will
be £18,710 in 2021/22, expenditure
includes additional maintenance
in the village e.g grass cutting, bus
shelters, maintaining the Raglan
Way playground and Council
administration costs.
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Tree Cutting in Woodland Areas
The Parish Council are aware that
the woodland areas near Uley will be
subject to tree cutting works in the
forthcoming year. Much of the work
in necessary due to ash die back and
to protect the longer term health of
the woodland areas. Gloucestershire
County Council have also informed
the Parish Council that they have a
long term programme for cutting
down diseased ash trees in the
verges of our roads and footpaths.
This will result in some short term
road closures and minor disruption
to safely fell such trees.

Uley Community Stores & Post Office Diary
Tel Shop: 861592 | Tel Post Office: 860203 (Eileen, Ailsa, Carolyn and Angela)
www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk | Run by Volunteers
The Christmas hamper donated by
Deborah and Paul Lawrence, was
won by Maureen Wakefield. Deborah
and Paul also give one to be drawn
at the Volunteers Party, which of
course has been postponed, but the
hamper was won by a very excited
Moya Wallis who is shielding but
looking forward to coming back
when she can. Many of the shielding
Volunteers are also looking forward
to returning when they’ve had their
injections. Some have already had
them and we look forward to seeing
them back in the shop soon.
There is a new hands free sanitiser
on the right hand wall as you enter
the shop, a lot more user friendly.
Remember to be effective to rub
the solution into both hands for
at least 20 seconds or until dry as
recommended in the Government
guidelines.
Post Office – following the exit from
Europe, ALL International parcels and
large letters now require a customs
declaration to be completed.
Uley Community Spirit – There were
3 applications. All were approved and
a total of £2520 was awarded and a
further £1000 donated to charities in
the wider Stroud District.

I’m excited to look forward to a return
to some normality with two special
days. Firstly February 14th Valentine’s
day, ok we can’t go out for a meal but
you can get a card and some yummy
goodies for your loved one from the
shop. Then February 16th Shrove
Tuesday “Pancake Day” all the items
you will need are in stock, apart from
the frying pan.
If you have any suggestions for any
new items you’d like stocked please
let us know. Below are the opening
and closing times for the shop and
the Post Office, just to note Sundays
the shop opens at 9am for you to get
your papers and scrummy breakfast
foods.
Shop Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 8 - 5.30
Saturdays: 8 – 1
Sundays: 9 – 12
Post Office Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 9 – 5.30
(Wednesdays closes 4.30)
(Closed for lunch 1 – 2)
Saturdays: 9 – 12.30
Sundays: Closed
Stay Safe

Pami Davis
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New Years Day
In the afternoon of New Years Day
myself and fellow Uley dog walker Val
set off on our habitual last walk of the
day up Uley Bury behind the shop. As
soon as we were in the field we could
hear loud and distinctly distressed
cries from further up the hill.
Following the cries, we came across
2 women and their dog Finbar; one
of the women had fallen in the snow
and ice on their way back to the
village, on the slopes just below the
“money tree”. It was clear we faced a
potentially serious situation; they had
already called for an ambulance but
the weather was terrible, the ground
was very wet and it was nearly dark.
Ambulance control had said the
wait could be up to 2 hours due to
pressure on the services. She had
seriously hurt her ankle and could
not move and was in considerable
pain.
As the mist and dark descended,
soon to be joined by snow, fellow
dog walkers and other locals joined
us. We covered the injured woman
with sleeping bags, gave her a hot
water bottle and tried to keep her
conversing with us as we thought
about the dangers of exposure and
how we could get her to safety.
We were lucky to have two local
GPs join us which calmed all of our
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nerves and helped us think about a
way forwards. After approximately
an hour and a half of lying on the
ground the ambulance arrived by
the church and the sole paramedic
was led up the Bury by a volunteer
lookout. Phil came with his truck
and got part way up the slope. With
the aid of a make shift splint, gas
and air from the ambulance and the
support of one person on either side
of her a slow descent was made to
the back of the pick-up truck and
then on to the ambulance waiting
by the shop. By that time it was
snowing hard.
Sadly this is not my first experience
of a fall on these slopes. Two
summers ago we rescued a fellow
Uley resident who had broken his
ankle in almost exactly the same
place. That time we very slowly
wheeled him down lying on my
sons skateboard – not ideal and not
comfortable.
It is evident in both these examples
that a gentle afternoon walk can
very quickly turn into something
quite serious. The ambulance service
is unable to drive to people who
fall on the slopes; they also can’t lift
or carry people down the hill. I am
told an air ambulance couldn’t land

there, neither do they fly at night
apparently. In both situations we
had to act ourselves to get people to
safety.
On reflection it feels as if there needs
to be some kind of plan put in place
in the village that would help us get
help to someone quickly.
Thank you to everyone who pulled
together to help; every one of
you made a difference, from the
loaning of a torch, the waiting for an
ambulance, walking up and down

the hill with various items (hot water
bottles, roll mats, sleeping bags, a
sick bowl), making a splint, bringing
a truck, offering your physical
support to carry and to the calm
medical support from the doctors
and paramedic. What a start to 2021!
I understand that the daughter of
the woman has sent a message via
the shop thanking the village for
pulling together to rescue her Mum.

Alix

Village Lottery
The village lottery or 100 club raises
funds for the upkeep of the Pavilion
and field at Shadwell , both of which
are a great village resource.
Whilst organised sport has been
restricted for much of the last year
the space continues to be enjoyed
by dog walkers, runners and many
others making the most of the
beautiful setting.
Your contribution to the fund is very
much appreciated. Not only that
though, by paying just £12 for one
number a year you have the chance
to win either £15 for first place or £10
for second ….every month!

Congratulations to the winners of the
January lottery;1st - Owen Jenkins
2nd - Bill Bramley
If you are not a member and would
like to be, please email me for a form
or pick up one from the shop.
va.boroughs@btinternet.com
Thank you,

Vicky Boroughs
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Christingle Marmalade 2020-2021
in aid of The Children’s Society
Delicious home made 3 fruit marmalades
made with sweet and Seville oranges with lemons or lime
453g jar £3.00
340g jar £2.50
Please ring Liz Rymer 860520 or Prue Vernon 860329
to book quantity and arrange collection – or email the parish office
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
Please pay online to the Uley with Owlpen & Nympsfield
Parochial Church Council with the reference ‘marmalade’
Sort Code: 20-33-83 | A/C: 43042057
Or cash in an envelope on collection

It’s very good!

Uley Bus Group
Friendly & reliable daily community minibus transport to

Marling School & Stroud High School
Support your local village not-for-profit service
Caring & responsible drivers
Reduce the number of cars on the school run
The more passengers the less it costs!
Places available from:
Coaley, Draycott, Cam,
Dursley (Kingshill, Sainsbury’s, Yellow Hundred Close) and
Uley Post Office
from September 2021
For more information contact Belinda Holley
860604 / 07966 684204 / belindajholley@gmail.com
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Uley WI Diary
January
This time last year, I reported in Uley’s
Village News that we had just had
our first meeting in 2020 and how it
had been ‘packed with activity’ as we
prepared for a busy year ahead. Little did
we realise then how quickly those plans
for theatre and cinema trips, garden
visits, pub nights, etc. etc. would come
to such an abrupt halt barely six weeks
later. 2020 was indeed a very different
year than any of us anticipated, but we
have appreciated the friendship and
support Uley WI members have given
one another and to others in our local
communities. By means of virtual ‘zoom’
meetings, emails, telephone calls and
occasional socially-distanced sightings,
we have continued as a WI and found
ways of working together for the benefit
of each other and more widely.
Through fund-raising projects, Uley WI
made donations to two local charitable
organisations before Christmas, giving
£250 to the Stroud Food Bank and £650
to the Stroud Beresford Group, which
runs a women’s refuge.
The first Uley WI meeting in 2021 will be
held using Zoom and our main business
will focus or considering the choices for
the resolution we would most wish to be
taken forward at County and National
level this year. I can’t help wondering
if the proposed resolutions may have
been a little different if they had been

nominated post the arrival of covid-19.
Notwithstanding, members will be
voting for one of the following five shortlisted resolutions:
1. A call to increase awareness of the
subtle signs of ovarian cancer
2. Now’s the time to Act! Protect your
nature space to create wildlife-friendly
communities
3. Stop racism and discrimination
4. Stop women dying prematurely from
coronary heart disease (CHD)
5. Stop the destruction of peat bogs to
tackle climate change

We are grateful to Heather Morgan for
making arrangements for engaging
some top-grade speakers to present
to us via Zoom at our February and
March meetings. It’s amazing how
very engaging the presentations of
the speakers we have had on Zoom so
far have been. So - we intend to stay
as virtually active as possible until the
time when we can all meet together.
Meanwhile it is good to know that many
members are beginning to receive their
ULEY W
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The Ewelme Benefice
Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield

Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew
The Revd Canon Michael Cozens - 01453 546459 mgcozens86@btinternet.com
Churchwardens - Ann Hardy 860876, Pauline Thomas 01453 860047
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

February 2021 Services
At the beginning of the latest lockdown we took the decision to suspend
services in our church buildings and return to on-line services via Zoom.
We took this decision in support of the ‘Stay at Home’ message and also in
recognition of our responsibility to keep everyone as safe as possible and to do
all that we can to protect the NHS.
We anticipate continuing to hold services on-line throughout February.
The 10am Ewelme Benefice service on Sundays can be accessed via our website
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
You are very welcome to join us!
Church opening times:
St Giles
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am – 3pm
St Bartholomew’s
Wednesdays & Saturdays 10am – 3pm
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
by arrangement. Please contact
Canon Michael
Parish Administration
Please contact the Parish Office:
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
01453 549280
The office is currently closed but
emails will be answered and
messages picked up.

Church Activities
Evening Prayer via Zoom
A short 20 minute service on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays at 6pm.
Joining details are on our website.
Ash Wednesday 17th February 2021
Lent begins on this day. We will
publish further details about how we
will be keeping Lent when we have
them.
Up to date information can be
found on our website:
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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