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Dear Friends
Christmas is not Cancelled!
We are living in strange times at the moment
and at the time of writing. we are in our second
national Lockdown. It’s difficult to know what
Christmas will look like this year, but one thing we
can be certain of, it will be different.
The Church of England recently launched their Christmas campaign, not
quite the Magic and Sparkle of a certain well-known store but an important
message to be shared in these uncertain times – ‘Comfort and Joy’. For some
of us, and my own parents are over 200 hundred miles away, we may have to
face Christmas alone, many others will deal with the loss of loved ones and for
others different types of losses over the last year.
‘Comfort and Joy’ holds together, the hope that Christmas will bring joy and
celebration in this uniquely difficult year while acknowledging the need of
consolation for those who are not in the mood for jubilation. The Church is
asked to draw on the words from St Paul in Romans 12.15 ‘Rejoice with those
who rejoice; weep with those who weep.’ Helping us to connect the rich and
joyous traditions of the past with the offer of God’s consoling love in the
present.
Christmas this year will be different but that doesn’t mean it has to be
inferior of worse; already people have been beavering away to bring joy,
running the Christmas market online and trying to creatively plan Christmas
events. – I wonder if Christmas 2020 might even be a Christmas that we look
back on in future years with some good memories, a time when amongst the
uncertainty and sadness, joy and comfort were also found in the kindness and
generosity of neighbours and community.
Christmas is not cancelled in 2020. Christmas can never be cancelled, our
beautiful churches will still be open to welcome you with joy and delight to
worship together, and at the time of going to press we hope that will be both
physically and digitally. Please do check our pattern of services. We hope you
can all find something to join in with.
Christmas is not cancelled because we have Good News to bring in Jesus.
Jesus who comes to us as the Incarnate God to be with us, in the mess,
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struggles and pain of our world. God giving up all the glory of heaven to
become one of us.
In the lead up to Christmas, Advent, we have space and time to wait and
anticipate, to prepare to welcome Immanuel, God with us, who steps into the
need and mess of a broken world, for you and me and for all humankind. God
who is fully divine and fully human, God who spoke all creation into being, who
knows each of us and loves us, comes to be with us in our need, our weakness
and in our everyday lives.
The Christ child is born into the dark streets of the town of Bethlehem full of
commotion and chaos - to an unmarried teenage mother, where no comfortable
bed is free, no hospital, who faces disapproval but who trusting in God brings,
a tiny, new baby to change the world. And Joseph, a good man standing by
Mary, despite his fears about everything. The shepherds who visit, are the
poorest of men, doing the dirtiest of jobs leaving their flocks to visit the
Christ child, not financially the best move. The Christmas story is not one of
certainty or privilege.
But God whispers to each ‘Do not be afraid’
In our waiting and our uncertainty, in our fears and joys that there is more,
and as the world holds its breath - God breaks in on Christmas night, with
wonder to bring, hope, love, comfort and joy.
And God whispers to each of us too, ‘Don’t be afraid.
We wait in Advent for the most precious of Christmas gifts, the birth of
our Saviour Jesus Christ. This gift is always offered, a gift to be shared and
given away to others, if we accept this gift it will be transformational. God
comes to us, seeks us out and offers this gift of grace and then waits too – to
see if we will accept.
This is the Good News of the Christmas Gospel, that God comes to us and
the world in Jesus transforming our sadness into joy. Christmas can’t ever be
cancelled, because at its heart it is the celebration of God with us, in all of our
lives.
Wishing you all a happy Christmas full of comfort and joy.
Love and prayers
Revd Jane
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Church News from Canon Michael
Celebrating Christmas
As I write this, we are in the second lockdown and, very sadly, we have
been told to close our churches for all services except for funerals.
Thankfully permission has been given for the church buildings to be
opened for private prayer and so we continue to be able to do this
following Covid guidelines and on a restricted timetable:
St James is open on Mondays and Thursdays from 9.30am
St Giles in Uley is open on Tuesdays and Fridays 10am – 3pm
St Bartholomew’s in Nympsfield is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays
10am – 3pm
Our challenge is how we can celebrate Christmas, assuming that we can
re-open our churches for services in December. The service pattern
printed in this magazine inevitably has to be provisional! What we have
to accept this year is that the number of people who can attend church
services safely following the Covid guidelines, is very small. Too small
for our usually ‘big’ services on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.
We have decided that the Crib Service on Christmas Eve will need to
be a virtual service which we will stream on-line at 4pm and we will then
post a recording that can be watched over the Christmas period. This
service is still being planned but we hope to include some Christmas
carols and a different telling of the traditional Christmas story. Details
will be found nearer the time on the website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
Midnight Mass is causing me concern because even with a pre-booking
system I know that many people just turn up and we can only
accommodate 60 in St James in Dursley. We are currently considering
whether this service should be via Zoom starting at 11pm.
On Christmas Morning there will be two services; a said service of
Holy Communion at 8am in St Mark’s and then Family Holy Communion
at 10am in St James which will be live-streamed for those who want to
watch from home. Changing the venues from the normal pattern will
allow us to have up to sixty people in St James. Pre-booking will still be
required.
Christmas Carol Service. We are planning to pre-record a Benefice
Carol Service which will include congregational carols, choir pieces of
music and readings given by people from across the Ewelme Benefice.
Further details will be given nearer the time, but this service will
probably be put on-line on Tuesday 22nd December.
Details of how to book and how to join virtual services will be published
on the website nearer the time. Tickets can be booked through our
office by email ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com or by phone 549280.
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The Wonder Wander A Christmas Nativity Trail
Supported by Churches Together in Cam and Dursley and also Dursley
and Cam Parish Councils, this trail will be set up in Dursley and Cam
ready for Advent. Figures from the nativity story, drawn by children and
other people from the community as part of a competition, will be set
up, life-sized, at different locations. St James is hosting an angel and
the star. Maps will be available to guide people around the trail, which
will tell the nativity story. On 22nd December between 11am and
12.30pm, outside St James, there will be one of two ‘pop-up’ cafes,
where children can pick up a Christmas activity pack and coffee and
cake will also be available. All carefully socially distanced of course!
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Are you dreaming of a green Christmas?
Christmas doesn’t have to be a burden on the planet. With a little effort
and imagination, we can reduce the environmental impact of our
festivities (and still have fun!). Here are a few ideas to help us celebrate
Christ’s birth while caring for the Earth.

Presents
* Reduce the air miles of gifts by buying locally (St James’ online
Christmas market could help with this!).
* Buy fairly traded, environmentally friendly, or recycled items from
charities or ethical websites, such as Traidcraft, The Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust, rickshaw-bazaar.co.uk, or www.ethicalsuperstore.com.
* Get making and baking - homemade presents are always popular.
* Give “promises” (I’ll wash the car, mow the lawn, walk the dog ...), or
“experiences” (a voucher for a local restaurant or cinema, for example)
to those who already have too much “stuff”!
* Consider buying “used” - “pre-loved” jewellery, vintage clothing,
refurbished mobile phones, bikes, musical instruments or tools can be
just as good, or even better than, new.
* Avoid battery-powered toys and gadgets where possible, or choose
items that use rechargeable batteries.
* Give presents that bring joy to wildlife as well as the recipient - a bird
feeder, or wildflower seeds, or which reduce plastic waste, such as
beeswax food wraps. (The Woodland Trust online Christmas shop is
good for these).
* For the person who has everything, some charities (WWF and The
Woodland Trust for example) have schemes which enable you to
“adopt” an endangered animal, or have a tree planted on their behalf,
in return for a donation.
Wrap
* If buying wrapping paper, choose some made from recycled paper
which is also recyclable (Traidcraft again!)
* Consider using old newspapers, magazines or scraps of fabric to wrap
presents.
* Reuse paper/card gift bags, or make cloth bags from remnants, which
can be reused by the recipient.
* Tie parcels with reusable string or ribbon, rather than sticky tape,
which reduces the reusability of the paper.
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Cards
* If buying cards, make sure they are FSC certified (FSC promotes
responsible forestry and cares for forests and the people and wildlife
that live in them), or even better, made from recycled board. The
Wildlife Trusts’ cards are especially environmentally friendly.
* Make your own cards and gift tags by recycling old Christmas cards, or
getting creative with the paints and crayons.
* Send e-cards (images, sometimes animated and with a soundtrack,
sent by email) and save on paper and postage. These are very useful
for sending abroad when you have missed the last posting date!
Tree
* Live trees are the more sustainable option, but try to buy locally grown
from a tree farm which adheres to FSC standards. Potted trees can be
used several years running, if nurtured in the garden during the rest of
the year. If you can’t keep your tree, take it to a local collection point
or the recycling centre to be turned into mulch, or chop it into pieces
and pile them up at the end of the garden to make a home for wildlife.
* If you have an artificial tree, reuse it as many times as possible.
Decorations
* Use natural materials wherever possible (pine cones, greenery from
the garden, twigs).
* Make your own tree decorations and garlands (tinsel and plastic
baubles are not recyclable) and reuse them each year.
* Buy locally handcrafted items (St James’ online Christmas market
again!)
Food
* Use your LOAF! Buy Local, Organic, Animal-friendly and Fairtrade as
much as possible.
* Don’t overbuy, and be creative with leftovers to
minimise waste.
And finally... Attending Advent and Christmas services
(by Zoom, phone, or ‘in spirit’ using a service sheet),
singing carols around the house, and private worship
and prayer all have a minimal impact on the
environment and a positive impact on the soul, so
indulge freely in all of these over the Advent and
Christmas seasons! Have a green and blessed
Christmas.
Jan Vonberg
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MUSIC NOTES
No-one could fail to be moved by the
music of Paul Harvey. It was in World Alzheimer's Day
(21st September) that we first heard Paul playing a
piece of music on the piano with great skill and
precision. Apparently, the piece resulted from his “party
trick” which involved someone giving him four notes, from
which he would improvise a piece. Having watched both my parents
suffer from dementia. an incurable and vicious condition, I was quite
choked whilst watching and hearing this obviously talented man play
with such surety and sensitivity. There is no doubt that music plays an
important part in many people's lives, and it seems that its influence
remains when other things have passed, hence the “Singing for the
Brain” choirs which take place on a regular basis under normal
conditions.
Paul Harvey was born and brought up in Sheffield. He began playing the
clarinet at the age of eleven, and was a pupil at King Edward VII
Grammar School where he was greatly influenced by the school's music
master, Norman Barnes (who was also Organist and Choirmaster at St
John's Ranmoor – a church with a very fine musical tradition to this
day). Paul Harvey won a scholarship to study at the Royal College of
Music and went on to play with the Band of the Irish Guards, the
Scottish National Orchestra and Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra as
well playing in West End musicals. He then followed a freelance playing
career and was also Professor of Clarinet at the Royal Military School of
Music at Kneller Hall; a post he held for twenty-six years. He founded the
London Saxophone Quartet and wrote a considerable amount of music.
The piece which we heard initially on the BBC4 Sunday morning PM
programme was orchestrated and played (by the BBC Philharmonic
Orchestra) on 26th October on BBC 1 Breakfast, complete with an
interview with Paul and his son (who is also a musician). The music was
truly beautiful in its 1940's film music style and the tune was memorable.
The same could not be said of the alleged “music” churned out on BBC
1's “Little Mix, The Search” which I stumbled on quite by accident. I
watched in true amazement as the various “turns” were assessed by
four rather strange-looking young women whose expertise appeared to
come from winning an equally awful form of entertainment called “The X
Factor”. The whole package showed just how far removed from anything
tuneful “popular” music has become. I would love to hear exactly how
these turns would sound with just voices and a piano – without all the
digital enhancement, amplification and arrangement. Try as I might I
could not find one scrap of memorable tune in any of the offerings I
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watched, unlike the popular music written in days gone by. At this point
I was in true Grumpy Old Man mode and pondered why today's offerings
are just so awful. The answer lies in the lack of a recognisable and wellcrafted tune, something which is evident in almost all successful pieces
of music. Take, for example the 1970's duo called “The Carpenters”. All
their songs were memorable with well-crafted tunes and lyrics which you
could actually hear and understand! My own favourite popular music
comes from the 1930's and 1940's, where there were so many splendid
tunes accompanied by equally fine harmonies; and not just those of the
great and famous like Gershwin, Porter, Kern etc, but in the music of
many, many other lesser-known composers like Harry Warren, the
writer of the music to accompany the wonderful musical “Forty-Second
Street”. Interestingly classically trained musicians can turn their hand to
any musical style, whereas the “pop” trained musicians cannot!
Paul Harvey was fortunate in that he attended a state school where
music thrived, as indeed was I. Sadly in the present climate, music no
longer has much of a presence on the timetable of the majority of state
secondary schools, and instrumental tuition has been diminishing with
local authority cuts. It seems that the orchestral musicians of the future
will be the product of the independent sector, so the Paul Harveys of the
present day may well not be discovered. The trend is set to get worse as
the gulf between the popular and classical widens, so let's hope that
Paul Harvey in his dreadful condition will have at least drawn attention
to what it means to have a good memorable melody. I do hope the
plastic-faced judges of “Little Mix” were watching him.
Yet another thought!
Not to be outdone by the Diocese of Gloucester's advertisement for an
“Interim Minister” to “re imagine mission and ministry across the
Diocese of Gloucester for decades to come” at an inflated salary, the
Diocese of Oxford has come up with an even more bizarre appointment!
An advertisement in the Church Times is for a “New Congregations
Enabler”. The appointee will be in charge of “innovative church planting
and fresh expressions programme across the whole Diocese”....... which
“will be done by creating and facilitating ‘Greenhouses’ (as part of the
national Greenhouse Initiative)”. The lucky holder of the post will
“Encourage the growth of new congregations, through the creation of a
minimum of twenty Greenhouses over five years”.
The language of the advertisement sounds rather more American than
English with all its management jargon. Reading advertisements for jobs
of this nature which makes me wonder once again what exactly our
senior ordained clergy without Parish Responsibility (PR without the PR!)
are actually doing...........Probably creating more paperwork generated
from many greenhouses for their secretaries to file!
Nigel Davies
The views expressed in this article are, of course, the author’s own!
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Messages from Caroline………
Thank you to everyone who completed a Christmas shoe box in record
time and to others for their donations. Mary and her husband came and
collected our 15 boxes and the donations. They arrived in a hire transit
van having already picked up about 850 boxes that morning they
managed to squeeze ours in and they were stacked to the roof. After
giving them a socially distance cup of tea in the garden they went on
their way with a big thank you to St James. There is a video from
Teams 4 U that I have posted on the Ewelme Benefice Facebook page if
anyone would like to watch it, or visit their website where there is a lot
more information.
Thank you to all the poppy sewists and knitters, the church thankfully
was still able to remain open for those who wanted to come and spend
some reflective time despite the second lockdown. A big thank you to
the Winterbottom family who across their generations helped to put up
and take down the tribute. for next year I am looking for a rose arch
frame that is lightweight, able to be dismantled and clean! so please
keep your eyes peeled! there are now more poppies for sewing onto the
netting for the proposed rose arch. If anyone fancies some sewing
across the winter please let me know and I will drop you a pack.
The Christmas on line market is gathering pace.
The current stalls are:
• Christmas wreath or table kits
• Cake stall
• Gluten free lemon drizzle or flapjacks
• Christmas cryptic quiz
• Flamingo Paperie cards etc
• Commissioned drawings and photographs
• Second-hand jigsaws
• Scones and pies
• Ready-made door wreaths
• Hand-made crafts and Christmas gifts
• Stroud Women’s refuge Christmas cards
• Home-made savouries and pickled eggs
• Fused glass gifts
• Chocolate gift packages
• Pet treats
If you are not able to access Facebook please ask me or anyone else
who can access Facebook to look at
St James on line Christmas Market for more detail
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Extend for You
est. 2009
Movement to Music for the over 55’s and those younger
in
some cases, aims to improve strength,
mobility, co-ordination and balance
to continue an active lifestyle.

Extend
classes held at
St. James Parish Centre
Dursley
TUESDAY 2.00pm
You can be seated or standing
Covid 19 virus has restricted class numbers allowed.
To avoid disappointment please check availability and
call

Barbara Weldon
01453 766421
email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com

website: extend.org.uk
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Culture and Me………….
Thank you to Austin Meares who has shared some of his thoughts on
what inspires him.
Do you have a favourite author or book?
My favourite book has to be 'Seven Years in Tibet'. I have always been
interested in travel and this volume (printed in 1953) was written by
Heinrich Harrer, an Austrian climber who was on a German expedition in
Kashmir when war broke out in 1939. Following internment at Dehra
Dun, on the third attempt he managed to escape to Tibet. After
considerable hardship and endurance, he reached the 'Forbidden City' of
Lhasa where he became tutor to the Dalai Lama.
What are you reading at present?
I am reading various books and travel guides on the history of Paris and
Versailles for a philatelic display I am researching at present.
Is there a book which you feel you should have read?
A difficult question! I don't think there is one particular book but I am
always conscious that there is so much to read. With a number of other
activities competing for my time, it sometimes proves difficult to devote
more time to serious reading.
Is there a song or piece of music you turn to, to cheer you up?
I love 'La Marseillaise', arguably the most famous national anthem in the
world and very uplifting. I first heard it at the Hotel de Ville on a visit to
Paris in 1957.
Do you have a favourite piece of music?
I don't have a favourite piece but I do enjoy Nimrod from Enigma
Variations by Edward Elgar.
Do you play a musical instrument? If not what you like to have
learnt?
I don't play a musical instrument. I wish I had learnt to play the organ.
Hearing an organ on entering a church or cathedral is very elevating.
Do you have a favourite play?
This has to be 'Les Misérables', based on Victor Hugo's famous novel. I
didn't realise until recently that this was written in Guernsey during his
exile there. He fell out with the French and after referring to Napoleon
111, as a 'The Little Napoleon', felt compelled to leave Paris and move to
the Channel Islands
What about a favourite television series?
I am not a great television addict but I do enjoy history and travel
programmes. I have found the recent documentaries by Joanna Lumley,
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Michael Portillo and Michael Palin particularly informative. It is always
interesting seeing how other people live and what makes them tick.
If there was one painting you could own, what would it be and
what is special for you about it?
This has to be 'The Barricade' depicting 'Liberty leading the People'
painted by Eugene Delacroix in 1830. It sums up the revolutionary spirit
of France and fits in nicely with my interest in the French Revolution and
the Napoleonic Wars.
Do you have special building which means a lot to you and if so
why?
I love Winchester Cathedral, a treasure house of the works of art. I
return there most years to marvel at the architecture and history. The
view up the long lofty Perpendicular nave is as dazzling as anything in
cathedral art.
Is there a place (town, village, a county?) where you have felt
happiest?
I feel very happy in many places but parts of South Wales have an
enormous pull. I lived there for fifteen years and came to love Hay-onWye, St David’s and Tenby all for rather different reasons. Tenby in
particular has so much to offer – the old town walls, quaint streets,
magnificent sandy beaches and memorable hotels looking across to
Caldey Island run by Cistercian Monks. It is just a marvellous place to
relax on a sunny day.
You are having a fantasy dinner party for five – who would you
invite?
I would invite Joanna Lumley, Michael Portillo, John Major as well as
David and Rosemary Verey of Barnsley House fame. David wrote the
definitive book on 'Cotswold Churches' and Rosemary maintained a
lovely garden with many rare plants – both now sadly deceased.
Prayer Group...
Jacquelin Hill says that if anyone would like to
join in, especially during these lockdown days,
you can join on the phone Tel No:
03330110616 and Access code 9086615 at
2.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month.
The next one will be 2nd December.
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St Mark’s News
Dear Friends
This feels like writing my Christmas
letter to people I haven’t seen during the
year. Although I usually stick to facts and family data.
Well here we are again, Lockdown 2.0 and we don’t know
whether we will be free for Christmas, sounds like we are in
prison and that’s what it feels like (not that I have ever
experienced that!). It’s all very sad and disheartening. It’s was not so bad in
the Spring as the weather was good and nights were getting lighter but now of
course it’s Winter and well I’m having a good grumble again!!
I need something positive to round off the year. The news of the Covid 19
vaccines seems to be getting better, my family are all well, the garden and
greenhouses are looking tidier than they have ever been, so come next Spring
and the garden comes alive there will be less preparation. My knee is better
than it has been for the last twenty years, and my stamina has returned. Our
church, our church friends and our faith are still waiting for us, in the wings,
It’s just a case of patience but I think I’m fast running out of that, having
used it up earlier in the year.
Wishing you a Very Happy Christmas, whatever form that takes. At some
point we’ll be able to celebrate again.
With all Best wishes
Judith
***************************
Stay Safe with the Following.
HOME COVID TEST
1) Pour out a large glass of wine and try to smell it.
2) If you can smell the wine, drink it to see if you can taste it.
3) I you can smell and taste it this confirms you do not have
COVID.
Last night I did the test several times and all were negative.
Tonight, I’m going to do the test again because I woke up with
a headache and feeling like I’m coming down with something!
Anon
Red wine was also found to be good at keeping stomach bugs at bay
when in Italy!
14

J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY
HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME...........
Tel: 01453 542097
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com

Fabrics, Wools and
haberdashery
Buttons, ribbons and
patterns
Knitting and sewing lessons
39 Parsonage Street,
Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP
www.inchesfabrics.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS

TEL: (01453) 542036
NATIONAL LOTTERY
PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS)
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE)
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Services in December
The proposed pattern of services across the Ewelme Benefice for
December are as follows. As always, these have to be considered as
provisional.
Sunday 6th December 2nd Sunday of Advent
St Giles
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion
St James
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion
Sunday 13th December 3rd Sunday of Advent
St Giles
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion
St James
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion
Sunday 20th December 4th Sunday of Advent
St James
8.00am
Holy Communion
Holy Cross, Owlpen
10.00am
Parish Holy Communion
St Mark’s
10.30am
Service of the Word
Thursday 24th December Christmas Eve
Ewelme Benefice
4.00pm
Benefice Crib Service
Streamed on-line
St James, Dursley
11.00pm
Midnight Mass
This is provisional and might be via Zoom
Friday 25th December Christmas Day
St Mark’s
8.00am
Holy Communion
Pre-booking required
St Giles
10.00am
Family Holy Communion
Pre-booking required
St Bartholomew’s
10.00am
Family Holy Communion
Pre-booking required
St James
10.00am
Family Holy Communion
Pre-booking required
Sunday 27th December St John the Evangelist
St James, Dursley
10.00am
Benefice Holy Communion
We will also run a pre-recorded Benefice Carol Service. This will
possibly be uploaded on Tuesday 22nd December at 6.30pm
IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT ATTENDANCE AT SERVICES
As our risk assessments have had to put a limit on the number of people
who can attend a service in our churches, it is VERY IMPORTANT that
you let us know if you are planning to attend. Assuming that services in
church resume, please can you let us know if you plan to attend by
Friday of each week, either by emailing ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
or leaving a message on 549280. Please note that for Track and Trace
purposes we are required to keep the contact details of those attending
a service for 21 days
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An interesting find………..
It’s interesting what you find when you are looking for something else.

Last month I was
looking for photos
of the late Alice
Chorley and as it
was back before
the days of the
Messenger I had to
delve into an old
photo album that’s
kept at St Mark’s.
Having pulled the
above from the
page to scan it, I
found this picture
on the back and as
you can see there
are two faces that
I certainly
recognised.
Judith
17

Here to help
make things easier.
At WSP Solicitors, we listen,
we understand and we advise.
So if you need business or
personal legal support we're
here to make life less complicated.
Stroud I Dursley I Gloucester I Nailsworth

Tel: 01453 847200
Web: wspsolicitors.com
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December Acrostic……..
December
Everybody celebrates
Christmas; the
Ewelme Benefice has
Made a lovely display
of the
Birth of Jesus,
Entering a barn and no
room at the Inn
Remembering who
witnessed this from
the three Kings,
Shepherd's and Wise men
By Sally Hayward
Dear Canon Michael, Rev'd Jane, Rev'd Ian, Rev'd Richard, our Bishops
Rachel and Robert, Tony and everyone in the Ewelme Benefice,
I would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year 2021,
Kindest regards
Sally (Hayward) xx
****************************************
Vesperal
Strange grows the river on sunless evenings.
Spectral sounds sufficient there to silence
me.
But then again shadows circulate
consolingly.
Is that the sound of bells
Ringing across the fields?
The underlying rhythms are celebrations.
It's the sound of the surge at my feet
As those imaginings lift off and die.
Night's curtain comes down again
Supplying comfort and oblivion.
And then again, all is still. Still.
Strange passes the river
On sunless evenings.
Elizabeth Oakley
A Dursley Poet
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Website: www.dursleyfgm.co.uk

Personalised, friendly & professional.
Sales, Service and Repair
Main Honda, Stihl, EGO and Mitox dealers.
Wide range of machinery stocked in our newly refurbished showroom.
Range of Ride On Mowers now in stock.
Please call in. We are always happy to discuss your needs.

IN STORE OFFERS ALWAYS AVAILABLE
Looking forward to your continued and new custom.

Independent Family
Funeral Director
•
•
•
•

24 Hour Service
Tailored Funerals
Prepaid Funeral Plans
Home Visits
• Woodland Burials

Independent
Hardware Retailer
• Home & Gardening
• DIY & Tools
• Key cutting
• Dry Cleaning

www.LWClutterbuck.co.uk
Dursley: (01453) 54 27 54 Thornbury: (01454) 66 00 88

24-26 High Street, Cam, Dursley
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December 2020
Communications Office at Church House,
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is
available on www.gloucester.anglican.org
Comfort and joy
Christmas will be different for many people this year and uncertain times
are all around us. But amid all the media messages and
confusion, one thing we do know is that Christmas will
never be cancelled. Jesus Christ came to earth as a tiny
baby and nothing can undo that message of hope and
love stronger than death.
We can all make Christmas magical by sharing God’s
love and hope with those around us. Simple acts of
dropping off some flowers for a neighbour, writing a
letter to someone stuck at home or providing a home cooked meal for a
friend who’s on their own, all make a difference.
Sharing is part of the joy of Christmas. Whatever position you are in,
there will be something you can give to others; time to listen to
someone, a donation to the local food bank, a smile and a compliment to
the person you see on your walk, or a card for someone spending the
season alone. These acts of kindness, no matter how small, can bring so
much bring joy to ourselves and others and bring that Christmas spirit to
life.
****************************************
A message from Can Richard…….Have a blessed Christmas, everyone.
It’s probably superfluous to add hymns / carols / songs for Christmas, as
we have so many fine ones! Many retell the Christmas stories. Some give
the doctrine – often quoting John 1. Some do both, like the full version of
‘O come, all ye faithful,’ and ‘Hark the Herald.’ But, anyway, here’s a
versification of the traditional Christmas gospel reading, John’s prologue
[John 1.1-14] with the bits on John the Baptist left out. It goes to the tune
‘Jerusalem.’ Something else to sing and meditate on! John’s gospel does
not tell of the virgin birth of Jesus, and yet John 1.13 seems to apply it to
us. We, through Christ, are ‘born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
not of the will of a man,’ – i.e. by the natural biological ways of being
conceived – ‘but of God.’ The last four lines of the hymn translate this.
1. With God the Father ever one,
God’s Word from all eternity,
True God of God, both light and life,
By whom all things have come to be!
You spoke God’s goodness and God’s truth
Into the world when it was made:
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Still in our darkened, damaged world
You shine with light that cannot fade.
2. You came into the world you made,
To us of whom you are the light,
But your own people knew you not,
And would not come out of the night.
Yet in our flesh you lived with us,
Revealed your nature, truth and grace,
The glory of the Only Son,
The light of God the Father’s face.
3. If we will trust in you, the light,
If we receive the life you give,
We may become God’s children too,
And in your glory shine and live.
This cannot come through our own power,
Through nature’s strength or human will.
It is the gift of God through you:
In you we know God’s love fulfilled.
*****************************************
From Stars to the Split Atom
Derek Vonberg – a life of science and compassion
A fascinating chronicle of a scientific pioneer whose brilliant scientific
mind and Christian faith undergirded all his
endeavours.
****************
Through the life story of one person, the book
tells of the research and development of the
ground-breaking cyclotron at Hammersmith
Hospital to bring radiotherapy to those
suffering from cancer.
****************
This is now available for purchase from
David Vonberg
(splitatom.books@gmail.com, or on 01453
519506)
Cost £9.99. (11.50 including postage and
packing) Email me and I will send you details for paying by BACS
All profits after the publishing costs will go to Longfield Hospice,
Gloucestershire
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Becoming a Companion of the Nazareth Community
I feel I have a guilty secret. I have become a member of another
community of faith…
It all started in Lockdown No 1 when I was searching for music for
Zoom. Some of you may know St Martin’s in the Fields in Trafalgar
Square, London? I had been told that they were sharing music that
didn’t need a licence to live-stream. In researching this, I came across
their Nazareth Community. It’s funny isn’t it that in our journey of faith,
how when we look back, we see coincidences, or perhaps what we really
see is where the Holy Spirit was at work in our lives.
I’d come across St Martin’s twice before, it was the church next to
Trafalgar Square where I used to go to celebrate New Year when I lived
in London and again a couple of years ago, when I saw an article in the
Church Times that a new community of faith had been formed. I
remember the photograph of the Nazareth Community, which were
described as an ‘experiment in being with God, with one’s neighbour,
and with oneself in the centre of London’ and finding it really attractive
but obviously not possible for me.
The Community is a richly diverse and inclusive
group, just as you would hope to find in the
capital, and the members include those who have
been refugees or have known homelessness. On
joining, each person was given a simple wooden
cross made from the wreckage of a boat which
sank off Lampedusa carrying 500 migrants, 360
people drowned, and wooden crosses made from
the wreckage were given to each survivor. The
crosses are a sign to the Community of God’s love
revealed to us in the suffering of the cross, a call
to be with God and neighbour in the places we
find ourselves. They are a community ‘learning to
listen again, with the ear of the heart’ (St
Benedict). A sacred space for people to come and
replenish tired, stressful, or busy lives. The Community offers a
structure and frame-work for growth in prayer and discipleship formed
by; Silence, Scripture, Sacrament, Sacrament, Sharing, Sabbath and
Staying With, based on Richard Carter’s book ‘The City is my Monastery
– A Contemporary Rule of Life’ and on 16th of November I will become a
Companion with about 35 others to this pioneering community.
Being a Companion means I will continue to join the Community for
weekly online Contemplative Prayer on Saturday mornings at 8am, and
the weekly informal Eucharist when I’m able. I will also begin to try and
keep a time of silence at 7am twice a week, something that will
24

definitely be a challenge for me! I am also asked to carry out acts of
service. There are shared meetings and so far, all the meetings I have
joined have included Lectio Divina, which is a prayerful reading of
scripture. I’m also looking forward to a trip to London for the annual
retreat.
This rule of life or framework is intended to be life-giving, it will require
commitment and dedication but it also offers a flexibility that allows for
this path to be lived into our everyday lives in the world and I trust will
sustain my ministry. This is something I had been seeking - being held
by and with a contemplative community who live out a desire for silence
and stillness, not separate from but in the villages, towns and the world
around us.
It’s strange and yet quite not at all surprising that even in these difficult
times the Holy Spirit continues to work through YouTube and Zoom by
adding to Church communities, something to encourage us in the
Ewelme Benefice too, especially when our buildings have been closed for
public worship.
So, I have accepted the invitation to ‘Come and See’ and to grow into a
deeper relationship with Christ. This journey of discovery into
contemplation feels irresistible, I have no idea where the Spirit is leading
but I don’t need to worry about that - though I am curious to find out
and what the fruits of this might be.
If you would like to find out more please do ask.
With love
Revd Jane
By waiting and by calm you shall be saved,
In quiet and in trust your strength lies’ - Isaiah 30:15
‘Frequently, only silence can express my prayer.’ Therese of Lisieux
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Bellringing
New lockdown restriction beginning on 5 November
equals no ringing until, hopefully, Sunday 6 December
when we will see if we can ring more than 6 bells. We
managed to ring in memory of Jennifer Rogers whose
obituary we published in Messenger last month. Twelve
ringers expressed a wish to be included in ringing in her memory and all
were included before the present lockdown began. We are still limited to
a maximum of 15 minutes ringing including raising and lowering the
bells. These performances were published on ‘Bellboard’, an online
ringing facility recording ringing events which is accessed worldwide.
The ringing on the day of her funeral was read 299 times.
Details:
On Monday, 19 October 2020, in 10 minutes
240 Changes of Cambridge Surprise Minor
1
Andrew Bull
4 John Taylor 7
Elizabeth Byrne (Conductor)
2
Jane Bull
5 Philip Pope
3
6 8
Frank Byrne
In thanksgiving for the life of Jennifer Rogers.
Jonathan Bull wishes to be associated with this performance as he used
to go birding with Jennifer
On Sunday, 25 October 2020 in 10 minutes
240 Changes of Plain Bob Minor
1 Lizzie Lindsell
4 Timothy Soanes 7
Elizabeth Byrne
2 Jonathan Adkins
5 Philip Pope
3 6 8
Frank Byrne (Conductor)
On Monday, 2 November 2020, in 10 minutes
240 Changes of Plain Bob Minor
1
Helen Binstead
47 Elizabeth Byrne
2
Andy Binstead
5 John Taylor
3
68 Frank Byrne (Conductor)
With fond memories of Jennifer Rogers, friend and fellow ringer, on the
day of her funeral. (Last ringing on bells until new lockdown restrictions
are lifted)/ Meetings via Zoom still take place on Thursdays. For many
years we have enjoyed the support of some very loyal ringers from
outside the tower. One of these is the organist and choirmaster from
Tetbury. Sadly he has recently suffered from some health problems
which has necessitated short periods of hospitalisation, such as at the
time of writing this report. However, this has not prevented his taking
part in these Zoom meeting from his hospital bed, such as on Thursday
12 November when we remembered our friend and fellow ringer Jennifer
Rogers. Another positive use of technology.
Frank Byrne
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43 Parsonage Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire, GL11 4BP
Tel: 01453 299276 Email:hummingbird31@gmail.com

The Dursley
Pet Shop
17 Parsonage Street,
Dursley,
Gloucestershire
Telephone (01453) 542798
Pet foods & Accessories,
Animal Feeding stuffs,
Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,
Garden sundries
Large Range of Wild Bird
Products
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WHO WOULD I CHOOSE AS A DINNER GUEST?..by Jennifer Kendrick
My chosen dinner guest would be MISS MARION HARROLD (approx
dates 1915-2010) seen here on the right in the photo,
with fellow ninety year old Marcia Turner, both
delightful and active members of our congregation at
St. Mark’s Church, Dursley for many years!
Miss Harrold was one of those exceptional people
capable of uplifting everyone’s spirits, a special lady
not dissimilar from my sainted Godmother, Phyllis
Newman: always more interested in you, than prepared to talk about
herself! There are so many questions I would ask about her life.
Miss Harrold was a gracious lady who naturally commanded respect
without fear or favour and I never addressed her by her Christian name,
despite her frequent protestations to “drop the formal approach, dear,
and call me Marion”....it just didn’t seem right to cross that particular
bridge! Perhaps I was fearful of finding she was simply human after all!
Despite the veritable march of time and consequences of age, she
maintained remarkable dignity and interest in people and places with an
infectious enthusiasm and understanding. Her determination and
attention to detail was extraordinary, maybe stemming from her family
background being the youngest daughter with six sisters and two
brothers! Fiercely independent, she continued driving into her nineties
and lived alone until the end of her life, always smart and smiling.
Only after she died, suddenly and peacefully after a joyous day
socialising, did I discover that she had been a mountaineer in the Alps
and was a founder member of the British Mountaineering Club! Over
dinner I would want to find out all about how that happened, what they
wore, what equipment they had and so on, before paying more attention
to her vast and varied library and accepting the inevitable offer to
borrow a book or two! I specially remember her recommending political
reporter John Sargent’s autobiography which I would never have
chosen, but found to be a compulsive read! Wisdom and discernment
were more of her gifts!
She was a great plantswoman and birdwatcher so on this special
occasion, I would choose to spend time in the garden with her after
dinner and I would be mesmerised by her vast knowledge
about natural history and the teaching which came from her
heart!
This treasured cactus plant was given to me by her family
after she died. Naturally called Miss Harrold, it sits happily on
my window ledge as a permanent reminder of someone who
lived selflessly to the end, generously shared her wisdom and left a
permanent legacy of true love.
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Mouse Diary….
Ring, Ring, Ring...(Humming sounds..)..Jingle
Bells..Jingle Bells...Jingle All The Way...You two do
sound cheerful said MBFTLP. I'm doing my best, I said.
Aimiee has looked up things on Google for me including
my favourite carols. The only trouble is, when she
looked up Father Christmas's schedule, it did not
include ME. I think it must be something to do with the
chimney. Hhrhumh..said MBFTLP ..or rather the lack of
a chimney at all might be the case. Or more likely it has something to do
with the Marmite sandwiches you gave the reindeer last year. I guess it
is taking them more time to recover than normal. There was a
squeaking sound from stage right at this juncture (noises off). That's
Aimiee, I said, she says Great Aunt Mildred Mouse can't visit this year
due to the general situation. However, she sent me a parcel instead
which is on the steps outside the church. How exciting, said MBFTLP, do
open. So of course, I did, I chewed on the string and the brown paper
and out popped..What?..Hhhh..Prrr...Zrr,..ouch..Hhhhr.. However
MBFTLP was not impressed. That does not sound much like something
Christmasy, she said. Non, said Aimee, il est entrappee tres mauvais
dans le sweater grande avec stripes jaune et rouge. Hee..heee. I think
she is laughing at you, said MBFTLP. None-the-less-onwards-andupwards-to-the-sunny-uplands-of-next-year. Ahem. Do you think you
could manage one or two things as regards your column in the interests
of accessibility from the New Year? You know how it is, accessibility is
one of the buzzwords of the millennium. But, I said, I don't do
millennium, I just do Marmite. I've got some left over in the fridge.
MBFTLP decided to press on regardless. What I had in mind, she said,
was a couple of sub-headings and A Special key At The Bottom. Ok, I
said, once I had disentangled myself from the lovely but overlarge
sweater knitted by Great Aunt Mildred Mouse. As follows:
Subheading Number 1
Not sure what to put. Perhaps Aimiee can help by the New Year.
Subheading Number 2
I guess I could put in something about the Christmas Tree. (But we
haven't started decorating it yet, objected MBFTLP, as Clive says you and
Aimiee have used up too much electricity).
Special Key At The Bottom
AIMIEE: artificial intelligence mouse integrated electrics entirely.
MBFTLP: my best friend the lady photographer.
ACCESSIBILITY: not sure, think it has something to do with my new
sweater.
BWFCATNY: best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
MINCE PIES: Aimiee says I am not allowed any.
29

MARMITE: I think it might have gone off in the fridge.
REINDEER: I hope they come back next year.
Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley
******************************************
More from the Diocesan Messenger……Five ways to celebrate
Christmas at home
The Church of England is providing an online service for each Sunday of
Advent, (www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/churchonline/weekly-online-services), a Christingle with the Children's Society,
nine lessons and carols, and midnight services.
For those who are not internet inclined, Daily Hope is a free phone
number (0800 804 8044) offering music, prayers and reflections as well
as full worship services from the CofE.
1. Mary and Joseph, the journey - Choose a couple of toys, or
ornaments to be Mary and Joseph on their way to Bethlehem. Each
day they can do something along the way - sing songs, have a picnic,
look at the stars, feed the donkey, sleep in a tent, tell jokes, cross a
stream, read a map, play I Spy, listen to Christmas music… Imagine
the journey they might have taken and join them in the experience.
2. Light a candle - The soft glow gives a new perspective and can be
calming and reassuring. Remember those who cannot be with you and
let the light shine into the darkness. If you’re not in a space where
real candles are appropriate, you can light a virtual candle on the
Church of England’s website churchofengland.org/our-faith/lightcandle.
3. Take a virtual tour of Bethlehem - See the place where Jesus came
to earth and imagine what it might have been like to have been there.
Try https://youtu.be/aLCBQ_w8BQQ. You can move your screen
around the room and see for yourself the place Jesus was said to have
been born.
4. Get moving - Everyone loves a Christmas stroll—get your coat and
shoes and head out for some fresh air, exercise and to appreciate the
natural world. If you’ve overdone it on the lockdown chocolates or if
you’ve missed company and want to see some smiling faces, get up
and get out there.
5. Follow the story: The @glosdiocschools Twitter account is providing
four short videos, released on every Tuesday in December, with each
week telling a different part of the Christmas story. From Mary being
visited by the angel to the birth of Jesus, these videos will help to
create an individual response to the Christmas story. Every day they
will tweet with links to stories, songs and ideas to bring comfort and
joy at this very special time of year.
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D A HILL
Plumbing, Building, Roofing,
Decorating, Plastering.
Tel: 01453 543249

e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com
Want to know more about your ancestors in the First World War?
Have you found their burial record but don’t know how to interpret it?
Have you heard family stories you would like to know more about?

My Soldier Research Service can help!
By Kathryn’s History Blog
Receive a personal report detailing your relative’s war
service and pre-war life, based on personal records,
war diaries and local newspapers. Prices start from
just £7.
(please note the new address below)

http://www.kathrynshistoryblog.com
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
FUNERALS:
We share our thoughts and prayers with the
families of those who mourn the loss of those they
love. We remember those who have died:

BIRTHS,
MARRIAGES
AND

DEATHS

27th October
Marion Jones at St James
3rd November
Leslie Duncum at Westerleigh Crematorium

NO FLOWER ROTA DURING ADVENT

100 CLUB
100 club draw for November as follows:1st 121 - Diane Ansell
2nd 180 - Laura Perrin
3rd 216 - Janet Pitts
Dear 100 Club folk
Due to the current Lockdown & ongoing restrictions on meeting, David
and I are asking if you either post (or drop through the door) your
subs for 2021 or if you online bank through the BACS system.
Addresses are
Dr S Hodge - 48 Rosebery road, Dursley, GL11 4PU (Phone 545155)
Mr D Wood - 24 The Slade, Dursley, GL11 4JX (545073)
Mr P Staddon – 52 Woodmancote, Dursley GL11 4AQ (544312)
Or by BACS (Ref 100 Club) Lloyds 30-98-29 A/C 02391588 Dursley PCC
All cheques payable to PCC Dursley and subs are £12 for the year
Please continue to support the Fabric Fund through the 100 Club at this
difficult time. New members always welcome!
Thank you and stay safe.
Sarah and David
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……

Paul Daniels – Principal
Dursley CofE Academy,
School Road,
Dursley,
GL11 4NZ
t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk
e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk
Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust.
Registered in England Company Number
08149299

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE
St James Church open
Mondays and Thursdays 10.00am – 3.00pm
For private prayer.
FOR SERVICES
Please see the Diary on page 16.

Useful Telephone Numbers
TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.
Clive Orchard
Tel: 549280
E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
BELLRINGERS
Elizabeth Byrne Tel: 543536.
100 CLUB
Sarah Hodge

Tel: 545155

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Diane Ansell
Tel: 546169

Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley
Visit us on Facebook: Ewelme Benefice Family

