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Dear friends
How are you?
It's a question that might warrant the
usual response of “Oh, I'm fine”, but in this
time of coronavirus, it may not be so straightforward. Our lives have been misshaped by this virus. Things that we have taken for granted, like our liberty to
move around and see friends when we want, has altered. We are in changed
times.
Are there however, any good aspects to this enforced change, that you are
valuing? For Sheila and me, it has meant focusing on life around the home. We
are fortunate to be close to the fields and the woods on the edge of Dursley.
We have our dog Rula to walk and have enjoyed the good and sunny weather of
this early part of June.
Another value, I think, is that we all have been conscious of our place in a
larger community. The sense of community has been the focus for people's
desire to offer help, care and comfort, wherever they can. A clap or a rap on a
saucepan on Thursday nights, has been an audible and simple way to
acknowledge the service and dedication of NHS staff, carers and helpers
across society. Doing something matters.
I have read and leisurely pottered, whereas Sheila on the other hand, has
been far more productive. When Caroline at INCHES in Dursley, began the
initiative and co-ordination of making scrubs, as part of the PPE for NHS and
care staff, Sheila volunteered. What has emerged has been a remarkable “call
to arms” of sewers and sewing machines, I think about 75, who have tuned out
over 850+ sets of scrubs, hats and face masks. Affectionately known by
themselves as scrubbers, this group of willing helpers have found friendship,
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camaraderie and a focus for their talents. It may all have gone largely
unnoticed, but to Caroline and all her scrubbers, it seems on behalf of all the
recipients of their clothes/PPE, a big THANK YOU is in order!
If there is a success story in all of this, it is the volunteers. Time, effort
and funds – remarkable people!
I am however aware, that in the tragic circumstances of this pandemic,
questions have emerged about all aspects of our lives, that we may not have
confronted before. Can we sustain the lives that we have enjoyed, before the
coronavirus came along? The reality of lives that are vulnerable to the
extremes of poverty and race in particular, will not I think, be forgotten or
ignored, as we emerge from all of this.
Churches too, have not been idle or silenced. As I write, limited access to
church buildings has been allowed for private prayer. Technology has enabled
is to be seen and to be heard, but it will be a joy to be together again, at some
point, when we can then exchange a smile, a word and a touch, without the
constraint of a virus coming between us.
I join my thoughts and my prayers with you, in the hope that soon we can be
people without fear, unrestrained and full of hope and promise for our futures
together.
“the LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the LORD Lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace”
Numbers 6. 24-26
Yours in Christ
Ian
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Continuing my Sabbatical
(Still at St Beuno’s retreat centre in North Wales)
The Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola move on
from the contemplation of sin and hell into the
more familiar area of the life of Jesus. In our
daily prayer periods we were given passages from
the Gospels to pray with imaginatively; really
immersing ourselves in the stories by taking on one
of the characters or being a bystander or
observer. We began with the Nativity stories and
I found myself taking on the role of Joseph.
When I reflected on this, I realised how
overlooked he is and actually how significant his relationship with Jesus must
have been. All those years spent as a family together in Nazareth; I assume
that Joseph must have had a considerable influence on Jesus as he grew up
and I like to think that they had a very close and special relationship.
The Exercises took us through Jesus’ birth, childhood, beginning of ministry,
call of his disciples and some of his teaching and healing. It was a very special
time for me; to be able to devote so much time to imagining myself to be part
of those events and through that, to draw so close to Jesus personally.
Inevitably the Exercises took us to the events of the last week of Jesus’
earthly life and on day 21 we entered Holy Week. For the next 4 days all the
prayer periods were focused, in some detail, on what Jesus experienced for
us; his betrayal and arrest, the trial, the mocking, scourging and humiliation,
then the walk to Golgotha, crucifixion and death. By day 25, the experience of
being so close to Jesus and witnessing the appalling events of the end of his
life, left me feeling emotionally exhausted. Jesus died and was laid in the
tomb and we had a whole day – ‘tomb day’ – without any structure to it except
for meals, when we shut ourselves away and grieved.
The next day, when I woke up, I found a note that had been pushed under
my door which said; ‘the Lord is risen!’ Then we entered a run of days when we
reflected on some of the resurrection appearance stories and really shared
the amazement and joy felt by Jesus’ friends, followers and family. I was
interested to find that St Ignatius suggests that the very first person Jesus
appeared to after his resurrection was his mother. It makes so much sense;
why wouldn’t he have done that after all that she had been through? I
imagined a very emotional meeting between Mary and the risen Jesus very
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early on that first Easter morning, even before his appearance to Mary
Magdalene in the garden.
A number of days spent contemplating some of those moving and uplifting
resurrection appearance stories, culminating on day 29 with the Ascension and
Jesus’ wonderful commission to go and make disciples of all nations, ‘and
remember that I am with you always, to the end of time’. And suddenly we’d
arrived at day 30, which was spent reviewing, reflecting and then looking
forward to all that God has in store for the future. Little did I realise, as we
emerged from the silence and re-connected with the world, that Coronavirus
was on the horizon! After spending a talking-day together as a group, we said
our goodbyes on a very wet and windy day following a weekend of storms and
power cuts. Some flew off to other parts of the world and I drove back to
Gloucestershire recognising that it was going to take several days to adjust to
living in the real world again; even the first time I went into a shop was quite
traumatic. Perhaps this was a way of preparing me for what it will be like to
emerge from our lockdown! I continue to give thanks to God for the gift of
those 5 weeks and for the opportunity to take the 30 day Exercises, during
which I felt closer to God than I have ever felt and through which my I was
able to deepen my relationship with Jesus in a very profound and moving way.
Canon Michael
*********************************
Prayer Group...
Jacquelin Hill says that if anyone would like to join in, especially during
these lockdown days, you can join on the phone Tel No: 03330110616
and Access code 9086615 at 2.30pm on the first Wednesday of the
month. The next one will be 1st July.
The first meeting took place in April and worked very well.
*********************************

DURSLEY HOME GROUPS WWWW.COME
SUSPENDED FOR THE MOMENT
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Junior Church at Home
We are still meeting every week at 11:30am and astonishingly the numbers of
people “watching” and joining in is increasing. ‘Junior Church at Home’ has
become the new normal for me on a Sunday morning I never stop feeling
grateful and privileged to be welcomed into people’s homes every week.
The return to private prayer in our churches heralds what could be the
beginning of the end of these sessions but for now we continue with nonsense
and crafts and food. With the opening of the churches in mind the Junior
Church members have contributed some prayers and thoughts that anyone can
either in their homes or on a visit to the church buildings.
Copies of these have been left in St James’.

Much Love
Diane

To pray you open your whole self
to sky, to earth, to sun, to moon,
to one whole voice that is you.
And know that there is more that
you can't see, can't hear, can't
know except in moments steadily
growing...
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Junior Church at Home in action.......
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And more Junior(?) Church members at Home
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Culture and me
A new series in which David Vonberg interviews different members of
the congregation – the first is by Christine Morgan. Our thanks to her for
agreeing.
Do you have a favourite author or book?
Jane Austen. I love her observations, particularly of people
and her sharp wit and the books end happily.
What are you reading at present?
I have two on the go, both Golden Age detective novels. On
my Kindle, for reading in bed, I have "This Delicate Murder" by
Henrietta Clandon, a new-to-me (male) author. In book form, I
am re-reading "Still Dead" by Monsignor Ronald Knox, better
known for his theological writings.
Is there a book which you feel you should have read?
There are two I have started several times and never finished
- "The Hobbit" and "War and Peace", although as a student I
did sit through an all-night showing of the film.
Is there a song or piece of music you turn to, to cheer you up?
"Bridge Over Troubled Water" by Simon and Garfunkel. This
was released in my A level year and has been important since
then.
Do you have a favourite piece of music?
Handel's Messiah. A lot of choral pieces have one or two great
or memorable themes, but the whole of this is.
Do you play a musical instrument? If not what you like to have
learnt?
No. I learned the recorder at school and can pick out a tune
with one or two fingers on a keyboard. I would love to have
learned the piano, but even better would have been to sing in
tune!
What is your favourite film?
"It's a Wonderful Life". It is the triumph of hope over despair
and that the good a man does is appreciated.
Do you have a favourite play? "The Play That Goes Wrong".
I have seen this four times now, and have never failed to be in
hysterics at some points. I think it should be prescribed on the
NHS! Before I saw this, it would have been “The Importance of
Being Earnest”.
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What about a favourite television series?
Inspector Morse". I love detective series, especially Poirot and
Miss Marple, but spent three years in Oxford, so this has the
edge.
If there was one painting you could own, what would it be and what is
special for you about it? i have struggled with this. I could say
"The Last Supper" but we have a perfectly good copy already
and the original would not fit. We also have copies of a
painting by local artist Rob Collins and Hunters in the Snow by
Bruegel. I really like the work of El Greco, but wouldn't want
to live with any, except perhaps, "The Adoration of the
Shepherds", so think I will settle for "Waterlilies and the
Japanese Footbridge" by Monet. It is very relaxing to look at
and reminds me of sitting with Richard, looking at it, in the
Musee d'Orsay in Paris.
Do you have special building which means a lot to you and if so why?
The Cathedral in Leon, Spain. It has wonderful stained glass, a
passion of mine in churches, and I have spent quite a long
time, on more than one occasion, bathed in the light and
watching it move around the building. It makes me feel I am
bathed in the light of Christ.
Is there a place (town, village, a county?) where you have felt
happiest?
Yes, Therfield where we used to live. Richard was Rector of
Therfield and Kelshall, two small villages in Herts. The Rectory
was in an idyllic position, next to the church in Therfield,
surrounded by fields and the churchyard. What made it such a
happy place, though, were the people of both villages, and the
sense of community.
You are having a fantasy dinner party for five – who would you invite?
The not very original answer to this is my late paternal
Grandmother, my late parents, my friend Carol, who has
recently died of Covid-19 and Richard, as these are the people
I have most loved and I would love to have an opportunity to
share even one last meal with them. However, probably more
in the spirit of this, then I think I would like Richard,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the late Rabbi Lionel Blue, Michael
Palin and Michael Portillo. I am not sure how they would all
get along, but hopefully their senses of humour would help. If
a theological discussion got too heavy, we could talk about
travel.
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EXTEND FOR YOU

est. 2009
Movement to Music for the over 60’s
and less able of any age aims to improve
strength, mobility, co-ordination and balance.

Barbara Weldon

St. James Parish Centre, Dursley
Tuesdays
2.00pm – 3.30pm
You can be Standing or Seated.
Refreshments and Social time
afterwards
For more information call

Barbara Weldon
01453 766421
email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com
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Church News from Canon Michael.........
Coronavirus update
On Monday 15th June the main doors of St
James were opened again for the first
time since March when churches were
told to close. I have to admit that it was
an unexpectedly emotional moment
when I opened the doors for the first
time since I went away on sabbatical
back in January.
At the time of
writing, the
church
buildings are
only able to
be opened for
people to
enter them
for private
prayer. There
are some
quite strict
restrictions
and the
advice was for
the open sessions
to have some stewards present, which
meant that we were limited in what we
could offer. By July we hoped and prayed
that we would be in a very different
situation, even perhaps being able to
hold some services in our churches,
albeit still under restrictions. Guidance
has been regularly issued by the national
Church, always in response to
Government guidelines, and so we have
been doing our best to keep in line with
the guidance and to respond to changes in the situation as quickly as
possible. The Ewelme Benefice website gives the most up-to-date
information on the opening of our churches www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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Dursley C of E Primary Academy
As a member of the school’s Governing Body I witnessed the enormous
amount of preparation needed to allow just part of the school –
Reception, Year 1 and year 6 – to return at the beginning of June. The
volume of paperwork involved, including guidance, risk assessment, reopening procedures and pages and pages of communication with
parents, was huge. I would like to pay a massive tribute to Paul Daniels
and his staff for all that they have had to deal with since March and for
the wonderful way in which they have welcomed some of the children
back and continued to support those who are still at home. Traditionally
at the end of term in July, we say goodbye to those in Year 6 who are
leaving the school. The Leaver’s Service is normally held in St James
and is always very moving. We’re not sure how this year’s Leavers will
mark the end of their time at primary school, but we hold them all in our
prayers as we continue to pray for the Academy, it’s staff, pupils and
their families.

100 CLUB
June draw is as follows:- 1st - 219 - Viv Kennedy
2nd - 138 - Jane Bilous
3rd - 105 - Simon Wyatt
Due to the current lockdown the draws will continue but there
may be some delay in giving out prizes as I require a second
signature on the prize cheques & that is rather difficult at
the moment.
Many thanks to all who subscribe & thank you for your
patience at this time.
Sarah
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Praying in our churches
When we were told that the clergy could re-start praying, alone, in the
church buildings, I undertook to say Morning Prayer once a week,
moving around the churches in the Ewelme Benefice. The first week
was in St James and the second week I went to St Mark’s. I was
strongly reminded that, as Houses of Prayer, our churches were built to
be prayed in and I was adding my prayers to all those offered over many
years – centuries in fact. I also missed having other people with me to
share in the prayers; a reminder of the importance of being part of a
worshipping community.
*******************************
PRAYERS ON ST. JAMES, THE SON OF ZEBEDEE
Lord Jesus,
When you called James and John they left everything to follow you.
When you call us, may we let nothing stand in the way of our being with
you and following your will.
Help us to give time and energy to studying your word,
meditating on it, and praying.
Enable us to turn away from selfish interests, sinful habits,
and anything else that distracts and blocks us from this devotion to you
and from caring for others as you want us to do.
Thus may we find your presence and power with us, reigning in our
lives, so that we may receive your salvation and share it with others,
by the might and love of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ,
We thank you that you have called us to your service.
Help us to put you first in our lives, to be ready to follow you, whatever
the cost.
Give us strength to leave anything that keeps us from doing your will.
May we hold our careers,
our relationships with friends and family,
our homes and our security
at your disposal,
that, in all we do, you may be with us as leader, guide and friend.
Help us to follow your way of self giving,
that we may find true freedom in your way of love,
and draw others to share in your life, as the family of God, our Father.
Amen.
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J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY
HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME...........
Tel: 01453 542097
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com

Fabrics, Wools and
haberdashery
Buttons, ribbons and
patterns
Knitting and sewing lessons
39 Parsonage Street,
Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP
www.inchesfabrics.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS

TEL: (01453) 542036
NATIONAL LOTTERY
PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS)
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE)
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July 2020
Communications
Office at Church
House, College
Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on
www.gloucester.anglican.org
A message from Bishop Rachel
As I listen to the Cathedral clock chiming the
hour as it always does, I am grateful for that
constancy which speaks to me of God’s
unchanging love and faithfulness, even amid so
much disorienting change. At present I often find I have to pause to
remember what day it is and which hour the clock is striking!
It was wonderful to enter the Cathedral yesterday, open once more to
receive people for private prayer and reflection. Yet the notices, hand
sanitiser and carefully spaced chairs would not have been imaginable at
the start of this year. So much has changed.
‘Change’ is a word which provokes a range of thoughts and emotions
within different people, often depending on the context. Change can be
exciting and energising but it can also be daunting, exhausting and even
frightening.
These last few months have certainly seen a lot of change which we
could not have envisaged this time last year. It is not simply the radical
change brought by lockdown and the trauma of a viral pandemic, it is
also the continual phases of change we are now beginning to face and
plan as we emerge from lockdown and enter seasons which will not look
like life as we once knew it. And in all of that there have been the
expected and unexpected changes in people’s lives which happen
regardless of a viral pandemic.
It is also evident that across our country and our world there is a
renewed desire for change rooted in justice and equality and it is being
expressed in both inspiring and ugly ways as we have seen in all that
has been sparked by the horrific murder of George Floyd. We are people
who are both beautiful and broken, capable of forging life-giving change
or change which diminishes people.
In these days when there is tiredness and endless messages about
change whether it be about shops, household bubbles or our church
buildings, we need to be watching, praying, talking and listening
regarding what God is doing. What is it in your local context that needs
to continue or be returned to, and what are we being called to
courageously change in how we are being Church?
We need to be making space now to reflect on change and the processes
we need to put in place to enable us to live it well, yet this is also the
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time when many people are weary. People’s inner resources for
creativity as we first went into lockdown, much of which were fuelled by
adrenaline, may now be depleted and it is important to acknowledge
that. I am also aware how time-consuming it is to be planning ahead for
the different phases which will emerge with government guidance
regarding the use of our church buildings. It would be very easy to keep
our eyes so focused on the detail that we fail to look up at the significant
decisions and discussions we need to be having about the values and
principles God is calling us to embody as we return.
This is no easy path particularly as our own thoughts and emotions will
be changing amid the ups and downs of each present moment. Care and
prayer for one another is important, as is significant time for rest.
In all of this my constant prayer is thankfulness for our God who is
unchanging and yet is always in the business of change and
transformation. Perhaps, we will see with fresh eyes the transformation
to which God is calling us as we say yes to discovering and sharing the
transforming gospel of Jesus Christ so that we and all people may know
life in all its fullness.
With my thanks and prayers as ever,
+Rachel
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Memories of Lockdown 2020
“No loo rolls in the shops” my neighbour said,
So what are we supposed to use instead?
And nowhere eggs, I hear you saying,
What’s wrong? Have all the hens stopped laying?
It just so happens that a friend
Had heard a rumour, “Buck the trend!”
He said, so to be supplied
I’d sent for eggs and milk (both dried)
To add to this, on his advice
I ordered potato flakes (pause) Nice!
Couldn’t get a slot for love nor money
At supermarkets, and that’s not funny
Until a friend – more vulnerable than me
Offered a share of his slot – Yippee!
So now a group of vulnerables – three
Share shopping slots in harmony
But flour and eggs are still sporadic
Is there no end to this pandemic?
No summer hols, NO W.I.!
No meetings or day trips (let’s all heave a sigh)
And weddings postponed, no honeymoons
No meeting friends, except on Zoom.
But think of the joy when this is all done
And we can unite with everyone.
I’ve made new curtains and experimented
With recipes strange and unprecedented
And best of all (tho’ not for my bulk)
I’ve learned to make ice-cream with dried eggs and milk!
(poetic licence)
Joyce Lombarde (c) 2020
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Some more Garden pictures.....Ann and Clive’s Garden
Ann and Clive say that, although we are unable to open our gardens, she is
quite happy for people to come and have a cup of tea/coffee in the garden
with us. If you do use the photos,
please could you put a note to this
effect. We are usually in as we
don't have any relatives in
Durham. Just phone 01453 543142
to check that we are in and we
haven't exceeded 6 people.
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Here to help
make things easier.
At WSP Solicitors, we listen,
we understand and we advise.
So if you need business or
personal legal support we're
here to make life less complicated.
Stroud I Dursley I Gloucester I Nailsworth

Tel: 01453 847200
Web: wspsolicitors.com
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Virtual Bellringing
In last month’s Messenger we mentioned the
attempts made to keep contact between ringers
during this difficult period. They are the same
difficulties experienced by other organisations and
the now much used Zoom facility has come into its
own with the attendant occasional problems due to
overloading the system. Ringing has its own population of scientific and
computer boffins who have applied their considerable skills to overcome
the difficulty of ringing bells in a belfry where neither exist. As also
mentioned in last month’s Messenger, this difficulty has been largely
overcome by the invention of a virtual belfry which contains virtual bells
which are rung by real live people. This virtual belfry is called
RingingRoom.
Such is the interest in the absence of bells ringing out over towns,
villages and cities that it was mentioned on 30th May in BBC 1’s national
news bulletin, as being the first time since WWII that bells have been
silent. Also mentioned was the invention of RingingRoom including the
fact that to-date 36,000 ‘rings’ have been rung on this platform with
1000 new ringers joining up each day. The number of bells in ringing
room can range from 4 to 12. One benefit, absent from real bellringing,
is that ringers can take part in the same RingingRoom event from
anywhere in the world and which does happen. Below is the very first
transatlantic tower-bell Quarter Peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major ever
rung by 4 ringers from the UK and 4 from the USA.
The performance is rung as a group together at the same time, not
individually and then combined at a different time, as recent “choirs” of
singers have been able to do.
RingingRoom
The Lair of the Snow Tiger
On Sunday 24 May 2020
A Quarter Peal of 1280 changes of Yorkshire Surprise Major
in 52 minutes
Composed by MBD
1 Mark B Davies (Conductor)
2 Robin O Hall
3 Rebecca L Mayer
4 Jennifer A Town
5 John E Schreiner
6 Leland Paul Kusmer
7 Bryn Marie Reinstadler
8 Phoebe House
First Transatlantic tower-bell quarter peal! Bells 1-4 in the UK, 5-8 in the
USA
21

Below is a photograph of a virtual tower, RingingRoom, showing 12 bell
ropes, as it appears on a computer screen, with a list of ringers taking
part on the left. In the photograph, the RingingRoom is empty.

Frank Byrne
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Website: www.dursleyfgm.co.uk

Personalised, friendly & professional.
Sales, Service and Repair
Main Honda, Stihl, EGO and Mitox dealers.
Wide range of machinery stocked in our newly refurbished showroom.
Range of Ride On Mowers now in stock.
Please call in. We are always happy to discuss your needs.

IN STORE OFFERS ALWAYS AVAILABLE
Looking forward to your continued and new custom.

Independent Family
Funeral Director
•
•
•
•

24 Hour Service
Tailored Funerals
Prepaid Funeral Plans
Home Visits
• Woodland Burials

Independent
Hardware Retailer
• Home & Gardening
• DIY & Tools
• Key cutting
• Dry Cleaning

www.LWClutterbuck.co.uk
Dursley: (01453) 54 27 54 Thornbury: (01454) 66 00 88

24-26 High Street, Cam, Dursley
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VIRTUAL MUSIC NOTES
July 2020
Hymns! Everyone has a particular favourite, and
equally a hymn they really don't like. Unlike the churches where the
theme of the worship and choice of hymns is left to the person taking
the service, we in the Church of England have a structured approach to
the church's year where all the seasons are observed giving the
possibility of a great variety of hymnody. For example, I always think
that “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” comes as a wonderful refreshment
after the weeks of Lent, and I am grateful for the Feast of the Epiphany
after many repetitions of Christmas carols! It is important to mark the
changing seasons of our year with suitable hymns, and many of our
Saints have special hymns too; being a choirboy at a church dedicated
to St Paul I can sing from memory hymn 406 in the Ancient and Modern
Standard Edition “We sing the glorious conquest before Damascus gate”!
At the moment I am recording hymns for use at our Zoom 10.00am
Sunday service, and I have to say it is very strange playing multiple
verses of a hymn with no-one singing it! Unlike some organists of my
acquaintance I really enjoy accompanying hymns. There is nothing to
rival the sound of a church full of people singing lustily accompanied by
an organ, and not a rag-bag of various instruments. At St James' I find
it's a good yardstick if I can hear singing in the first hymn before the
choir processes to the choir stalls. Despite being right underneath the
organ pipes, at Sunday services I can almost always hear singing from
the nave; it's rather different for most weddings and funerals when I
have to rely on the officiant for what results in a sort of
karaoke.........Hymns are designed for everyone to sing whatever the
individual vocals skills of the participants, which is why the sanitised
hymn singing by a quartet of professionals (like the BBC Daily Service)
really doesn't work.
Many years ago I attended an open meeting about the proposed AngloMethodist unity and was somewhat amazed when a well-respected
Methodist Minister began his talk by brandishing the Methodist Hymn
book saying “this is what we've got to offer you”. Even as a youth that
struck me as rather odd, because the Anglican church has always had an
amazing treasury of hymns as a flick through the 1861 Hymns Ancient
and Modern will show. At St James' and St Mark's we use the New
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English Hymnal which is an updated version of the original 1906 English
Hymnal whose musical editor was none other than Ralph Vaughan
Williams.
The English Hymnal came at a time when the 1904 revision of the 1861
Hymns Ancient and Modern upset many worshippers by omitting several
much-loved hymns. Vaughan Williams wrote wonderful tunes for the
1906 hymn book including “Come down O Love Divine” (called Down
Ampney, after his childhood home), “For all the Saints”, “Hail Thee
Festival Day” etc. The preface he wrote to the 1906 edition is interesting
as it shows how the concept of integrating music from a variety of
sources was important. For example, the tune to “I heard the voice of
Jesus say” was an English folk tune to the words “Dives and Lazarus”,
and the Jewish traditional yigdal was used for “The God of Abraham
Praise”.
However, the book stirred immediate controversy after its introduction,
with some bishops objecting to the inclusion of hymns to the Virgin
Mary, some saints, and to the faithful departed. The Diocese of Bristol
actually banned the book, causing outrage in newspapers, and the
hymnal was eventually censured by The Rt Rev'd Randall Davidson the
Archbishop of Canterbury. However, the editors stood firm, refusing to
sanction revision despite Oxford University Press fearing that the fuss
would damage sales and its reputation. A compromise was reached
when the original edition remained untouched, but an ‘abridged edition’
was prepared and issued in 1907, removing the “offending” material. A
prefatory note expressed hope that this version ‘may be found useful by
those who desire an alternative to the complete edition’.
The 1906 English Hymnal was revised in 1933 omitting none of the
previous material, but adding around one hundred new items, several of
which were taken from Songs of Praise, the blue book which many of us
remember from school days! In 1986 the New English Hymnal was
issued and I think we acquired it at St James' and St Mark's in 1999 to
replace the well-worn original English Hymnal.
Celebrating the centenary of the original publication in 2006, Rowan
Williams (then the Archbishop of Canterbury) declared the English
Hymnal “a triumph”. At the time of writing we are awaiting the
publication of The Revised English Hymnal which is due to arrive in July
2020 with 185 of its 680 items being added to the 1986 revision. In the
future if there is any talk of amalgamating Christian churches (and who
knows what will happen when our present situation is over) perhaps we
will be able to brandish our Revised English Hymnal and say proudly
“this is what we have to offer”. I reckon it would be hard to beat!
Nigel Davies
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St Mark’s News

Dear Friends
As I sit down to write another of my ramblings, we have
the first rain for months and it feels really dismal and
closed in. Talking of which, when are we going to be allowed
out further afield? Why oh why are we not allowed to meet in church and our
children not in school. Oh dear I’m just about to get on my hobby horse. So
why is football and horse racing happening albeit with no one watching in the
stands and people are holding protests and raves, with no thought of social
distancing. Are churches and schools so different and such dens of viruses?
The Zoom services are great but we also need to meet in the flesh and just
relax and chat. Well I got that off my chest, so onto lighter things and maybe
by the time you read this, things will be a lot easier (or there again), I don’t
think anything will be quite the same as before lockdown.
Meanwhile I am enjoying the carnations, golden and yellow which are growing
in my greenhouse They are plants, grown from cuttings from church flowers
from the past two years. It’s a nice reminder of catching up with each other
whilst decorating the church, although it has been nice to have a rest but I
think that’s enough for now.
With all Best wishes
Judith
PS
My heartfelt thanks again for all
your support and the nice
comments I have recevied since
producing the Messenger
singlehanded since the lockdown.
I hope the July issue comes up
to scratch, and if you’re reading it
in bed don’t drop off to sleep!!
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Mouse Diary….
Ring Ring Ring.. I have to say I was busy with my nose in a book when
MBFTLP called. And how is my favourite
furloughed mouse? She said. Tres bien. I said.
Je suis heuresee dans le kirk a la St James at
le roundabout a la centre of Dursley.
Comment allez vous? Eh, said MBFTLP. You
seem to have gone all French on me. You are
not supposed to do that. You are supposed to
do lots of baking, write your magnum opus
and finish War and Peace. Well, as regards
the former, I said, I did not like to try again given as to what happened
with the pancakes last time. As regards the latter, I have finished it. I
could hear an intake of breath down the phone line (although it was a bit
crackly). Never, said MBFTLP, how did you manage that? Well, I said, I
have perfected my technique. As follows: read the first page, the last
page, the fourth paragraph of all the even numbered pages and the fifth
paragraph of all the odd numbered pages. MBFTLP would have looked
aghast if I could have seen her (we had not started Zoom at this
juncture). Well, I suppose you get the gist of the story, she said, but
what about the nuances and the subtext? But, I said, I'm not very good
on those. I am just ok with the main story. MBFTLP was definitely
speechless with this defence but decided to press on. How did you get
on with your magnum opus? Pretty good, I said, shall I tell you how it
goes? It goes: It was a dark and stormy night.. No, No, said MBFTLP,
we've had that before. I can only stand so many bad nights. I know
what we could do, we could have another go at Zoom. You just have to
follow the directions we have been sent. But the thing is you must not
just read paragraph four on one page and paragraph five on the next
because it will all go wrong. So I did my best to read the instructions
properly and off we went.. BUT, said MBFTLP, you don't seem to be there
much. You seem to be going one way and then the other and there are
only a few stray hairs left over in the middle. BUT, I said, I am zooming
as per the instructions. NO, No, said MBFTLP, zoom does not mean
zoom, it means ZOOM. You are supposed to sit still and look at the
screen. Now you tell me, I said, I never could get the hang of these new
fangled things in the time it takes to say Church Mouse. In the end,
MBFTLP was reasonably satisfied. The only thing is, she said, you do
seem to have got more whiskers and look a bit rounder generally. Yes, I
said, I am overdue a visit to Slimmers World and the barbers, but hope
for better things once the lockdown is over. Thank goodness for that,
said MBFTLP, as she disconnected me from zoom and went off to read
War and Peace and lots of other books too. She did it properly of course.
Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley
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Twelve weeks of prayerful celebration in
communion with our Benefice friends in our
Church without walls.
While we pray that we will be physically
together soon, I hear my Grandmother’s
words echo, saying, ‘in God’s good time
Brendan. In God’s good time’.
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43 Parsonage Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire, GL11 4BP
Tel: 01453 299276 Email:hummingbird31@gmail.com

The Dursley
Pet Shop
17 Parsonage Street,
Dursley,
Gloucestershire
Telephone (01453) 542798
Pet foods & Accessories,
Animal Feeding stuffs,
Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,
Garden sundries
Large Range of Wild Bird
Products
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As we start to open up...
You do You, I'll do me.
That's what we should be about.
None of us have the same circumstances (medically high risk
child/family member or a business about to go under, etc.).
Let's all stay in our own lanes and keep the judgment down as we begin
to reopen.
No one should feel pressured either way.
Just a thought...
As government are trying to figure out how to ease back into normal,
please remember:
🛑 Some people don’t agree with opening...that’s okay. Be Kind.
🏡 Some people are still planning to stay home...that’s okay. Be Kind.
🦠 Some are still scared of getting the virus and a second wave
happening...that’s okay. Be Kind.
💰 Some are sighing with relief to go back to work knowing they may
not lose their business or their homes...that’s okay. Be Kind.
😳 Some people already lost their jobs and businesses. Be kind.
👩🏾⚕ Some are thankful they can finally have a surgery they have put
off...that’s okay. Be Kind.
📝 Some will be able to attend interviews after weeks without a
job...that’s okay. Be Kind.
😷 Some will wear masks for weeks...that’s okay. Be Kind.
💅🏻 Some people will rush out to get their hair or nails done...that’s okay.
Be Kind.
❤️ The point is, everyone has different viewpoints/feelings and that’s
okay. Be Kind.
We each have a different story. If you need to stay home, stay
home...But Be Kind .
If you need to go out, just respect others when in public and Be Kind!
Don’t judge fellow humans because you’re not in their story.
We all are in different mental states than we were months ago.
So remember, Be Kind.
Please copy, paste & post(I did)
Sent by Jennifer Kendrick
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BOOKSHELF. Recommended reading.
The story of Margaret of Anjou, wife of Henry VI and
associated with Owlpen Manor is beautifully told in
“Stormbird”, part of the Wars of the Roses trilogy by Conn
Iggulden. IBSN 9780718159842.
In “This Boy, a memoir of childhood,” Alan Johnson an MP of
great stature from 1997-2011 who, sadly never became
Prime Minister, has written a deeply moving and
unforgettable account of his life growing up in the 1950s and
1960s in London’s Notting Hill. A small book full of
testament to the power of family fortitude, despite desperate poverty.
With deep respect, robust love and huge determination in the face of
great attrition, it should make us all be thankful for what we have. A
great read.
ISBN 9780552167017.
“Brother Fish” by Bryce Courtney published by Penguin.
A big book for all ages, inspired by real events, follows three very
different people whose only thing in common was a rough start in life. It
covers 80 years, and includes deep sea fishing, despair, the Korean War,
White Russians and romance.
Utterly unputdownable! You have been warned!
Jennifer Kendrick
****************************************
Another prayer or two from Revd Richard......
God our maker and transformer,
We thank you that, through your Messiah, Jesus,
you chose all sorts of unlikely and difficult people to carry the
message of your love,
even the fiery and violent James and John, “the Sons of Thunder,”
who wanted to call down fire from heaven on a Samaritan village
which rejected you.
We thank you that, through the power of Jesus’ cross and resurrection
and your Spirit poured out through Jesus,
James was transformed to be ready to die for you rather than kill,
and John became the apostle of love.
May we be so changed by the Spirit of Jesus
that we too may be enabled to follow him unconditionally,
and remain loyal to you through him whatever happens.
This we ask through the same Jesus, your Messiah, who is the
resurrection and the life. Amen.
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Another prayer from Revd Richard......
Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life You called
James, son of Zebedee to be one of your closest
disciples.
He was there to hear your teaching and to see your mighty works,
and was one of the inner group who was allowed to witness the
revelation of your power and glory at the raising of Jairus’ daughter
and your transfiguration.
Yet he and the other disciples were slow to realise the fullness of the
truth about you and your way of gentleness and humility, the way of
liberating love that bravely faces suffering to bring new life.
James and John saw your kingdom as the way to high office, power
and wealth for themselves rather than as self-giving, even to
drinking the cup of suffering, to set others free.
James and his companions who were called to be with you in your
agony in Gethsemane fell asleep as you prayed and fled to save
themselves when you were arrested.
Forgive us that we too are often driven by selfish ambition rather
than love, by fears and self-preservation rather than faith.
Forgive us and open our minds and hearts to understand your truth
and follow your way.
But we thank you that James was ready at last to be the first of the
twelve to share your suffering by giving his life for your good news
of God’s love.
Give us your Spirit so that we, like James, may be ready at last to
follow you whatever the cost.
May his transformation comfort and encourage us in our weaknesses
and failures
to trust your patience, power and will to change us,
to persevere in following you and in repenting when we fail you,
and so to come at last to the fullness of unity with you,
so that we glorify you both in our lives and our deaths,
and share in the eternal joy of your resurrection.
Amen.
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D A HILL
Plumbing, Building, Roofing,
Decorating, Plastering.
Tel: 01453 543249

e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com
Want to know more about your ancestors in the First World War?
Have you found their burial record but don’t know how to interpret it?
Have you heard family stories you would like to know more about?

My Soldier Research Service can help!
By Kathryn’s History Blog
Receive a personal report detailing your relative’s war
service and pre-war life, based on personal records,
war diaries and local newspapers. Prices start from
just £7.
(please note the new address below)

http://www.kathrynshistoryblog.com
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An Alternative View of History
There were the plains of Africa
There were the caves in the Dordogne.
There were the long barrows after death.
There were the Victorians with their
Big bustles, busy streets, and flat caps.
There was a time when things
Had not been invented.
But all, like me, were creating time.
There is this strand and that strand.
But which of these will be taken forward?
And which of these will be dots of effort
Unfertilised, not travelling?
For example the wheel was an
Innovation applicable to lots of situations
And constructions. The Romans had them.
(It was rather cold in the winter on the wall).
And so it ran, and they rolled and rolled.
Someone might say that's a good idea.
That then starts a long chain reaction
That's considerably a good idea for
Lots of people. One that uses the
Opposable thumb. (P.S. I wish I'd
Invented the mobile phone).
In the meantime, and sometime in
The middle, someone died and others
Passed on the good news for a long time.
It was a good story that reverberated.
Some of His followers had wheels
And some had mobile phones.
Some walked a long distance.
(P.P.S. I wished I'd been there at the
Time to Spread the Word).
Elizabeth Oakley
A Dursley Poet
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‘Through the garden gate’ - virtual Open Gardens
Normally at this time of year lots of gardens would be open for us to
visit. Uley Open Gardens should
have taken place over the
weekend of 13th and 14th June,
but of course it had to be
cancelled. We have started
collecting photographs of
gardens from across the Ewelme
Benefice and posting them on
our Benefice website. If you
have some photographs you are
happy to share, please send
them to Canon Michael
mgcozens86@btinternet.com We
will title them, for example, ‘Gill
and Michael’s garden in Dursley’,
so not giving surnames or
specific addresses. When you
send your photos, please can you
indicate that you are
happy for them to be
labelled in this way.
The first picture is of
Jennifer’s garden
gate.
The others are more
from Steep House.
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You can take a tour through
some of the gardens in the
Benefice by clicking on this
link

https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/photos/gallery.php?gallery_id=3&pg=1
or by viewing the photos on the Benefice website
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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GL11 4NZ
t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk
e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE
SUNDAY SERVICES
St James

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Communion Junior Church and Crèche available.
6.30pm Evensong 2nd & 4th Sundays and festivals
For All-Age (family) and informal evening services,
please see diary on the centre pages.
St Mark’s
11.30am 1st Sundays, Morning Prayer (BCP)
11.30am 3rd Sundays Morning Prayer (CW)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
St James’
Monday to Saturday
9.00am Morning Prayer
Monday to
Thursday and Saturday 5.00pm Evening Prayer
Thursdays
10.00am Holy Communion.
Home Communions by arrangement with the clergy.

Useful Telephone Numbers
TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.
Clive Orchard
Tel: 549280
E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com

100 CLUB
Sarah Hodge

Tel: 545155

JIMMY’S PLAYLEADER
TO BOOK THE OMEGA ROOMS.
Tel: 545798
Philip Staddon
Tel: 544312 Carolyn Rigden
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
BELLRINGERS
Tel: 546169
Elizabeth Byrne
Tel: 543536. Diane Ansell
Transport - see Church Wardens names and tel. nos
inside front cover
Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley

