Cricklade
Our Vision
Creating opportunities for everyone to
experience God’s love
by
Growing spiritually, through worship, prayer and
fellowship
by
Reaching out and sharing faith
and by
Serving the community

Introduction
Cricklade is a Saxon town and is surrounded by remarkable countryside. With a
population of approximately 4733 (2001 Census) Cricklade is the largest of the
four parishes. The vicarage for the benefice is situated here. Cricklade is a great
place for families and there is a strong community spirit within the town to which
the Christian life of St Sampson’s contributes. The church of St Sampson’s and
its associated activities form an important and integral part of the community of
Cricklade and are cherished by its residents. (For more information on Cricklade
see Appendix)
Aerial View of Cricklade
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St Sampson’s Church

St Sampson’s Church, Bath Road, Cricklade
Website: www.upperthames.org.uk
Vicarage, 14 Bath Road, Cricklade, SN 6 6EY

Church/tower seen from the south.

Aerial View of St. Sampson’s

For almost 1100 years people have been
coming to St Sampson’s to seek and find
God in worship and private prayer. The
church of St Sampson’s, a grade 1 listed
building, is just off the High Street and
the tower can be seen from several miles
away. The tower is lit at night and at
Easter and Christmas an alighted cross
tops the tower automatically drawing the
eye to the church. The closed churchyard
and nearby Jenner Hall make this an oasis Photograph by Graham Light, Abbey Studios
of peace and calm within the town. The life within the church however, is vibrant
and growing.
We are innovative and open to new ideas and
approaches , and with other churches, we look towards
creative ways of taking church outside the walls of the
building. A successful Messy Church and the annual
Good Friday Workshops are two great examples of this.
Picture of congregation taken for Uganda trip 2013
Photograph by Graham Light, Abbey Studios

St Sampson’s offers a variety of worship styles, all of which are valued by church
members. We regularly welcome the congregations from the other churches in
the UTG to St Sampson’s when we join together for worship and as individuals at
other worship. Visitors to Cricklade also come along to Sunday services at
times.
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Communion
House Heberden

Coffee Heberden
House

Music is an important part of our worship and as well as an organist and choir
(currently undertaking Voice for Life) we have a music group providing a wide
range of music.

Nicholson Organ

Heberden House
Handbell Ringers

Our reaching out to children and families includes
Messy Church and Open the Book in School. Both
involve Cricklade United Church as well St Sampson’s.
Messy church is either held in the school or the Cricklade
United Church and attracts many families who do not
attend other forms of worship in the church. Families
enjoy Messy Church and several families have
attended Christianity Explored groups to explore their
faith further. This form of Fresh Expressions is seen
as an important part of the future of St Sampson’s and
in time we would like to develop other forms of Fresh
Expressions.

Carols by Reception Class

Handbell Ringers

Messy Church

Making Christmas Decorations
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Open the Book is provided in school by a dedicated team and is enjoyed by all
the children. It is not unusual for children to refer to what they have seen and
heard in passing, so we know the message of God is being heard. The Open the
Book format is also used with the schools when they come into church for
worship on occasions such as Easter or for Year 6 Leavers Assembly. All the local
schools use St Sampson’s for their Christmas services.
Informal Worship aims to encourage growth of faith and participation in a less
formal atmosphere for children and families who come to Messy Church and our
Baptism families. The number of the people coming from month to month varies
but, on the whole, this form of worship has been well received. We have a range
of leaders, lay persons from within St Sampson’s and visiting clergy in recent
months. Responsibility for Informal Worship has been taken on by a team of
laity/lay people. The music comes into its own for this type of worship with
bongo drums or drum kit, guitars and electric piano.

Informal Worship Crèche

Beating the Bounds

We encourage the uniform groups to participate in church activities such as
Mothering Sunday and Harvest Festival. They also attend the service at the war
memorial followed by a service in St Sampson’s on Remembrance Sunday.
Groups and Activities
The following groups are run on a regular basis and some 48 individuals access
them:
Four home groups; at the Thursday morning group babies and toddlers are
especially welcome.
Ladies’ Lunch
Men’s Pub group
Quarterly men’s breakfast when speakers are invited; recently this has included
women as well.
Breakfast after 8 am Communion once a month.
The following groups are run as required;
Lent groups as part of Churches Together
Confirmation classes
We also run Alpha courses from time to time.
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Groups are often Licenced Lay Minister or lay led. There has always been an
emphasis on developing the gifts of the congregation and we would wish to
see this continue and to be encouraged.
We are always considering new approaches to reaching out into the community.
For example we applied for a Lloyd’s Bank Community Fund award for a Sunday
afternoon group for single older people but recently heard we were unsuccessful.
Cricklade Churches Together publishes the Cricklade Chronicle monthly. As well
as publishing worship times each partner takes it in turn to spread God’s love by
providing the ‘final word’.
For the past two years we held a church family away day. This more relaxed
environment encouraged reflection on our spiritual journey together and enabled
all ages to grow closer, through spending time sharing food, faith, Godly play,
discipleship and worship.
A Warm Welcome

The church building is supported by church goers with
help from the wider community. An example of this is
when the tower roof needed replacing when we raised
£42,000 faster than we anticipated through the
generosity of our congregation and wider community. The
upkeep of the building is not just about preserving a
historic building but making it work for Christianity in the
modern world. Projects in progress currently are a new projector and screen and
an internal porch to make the church more welcoming.
A small kitchenette and social area, including toilet
facilities suitable for disabled access, were created in the
south aisle a few years ago making the building more
usable. This means we are often able to reach out and
spread God’s love in the community by offering
hospitality and a welcome in a more informal way. We
have been able to undertake these building projects with
money through fund raising, supported by the local
community and through grants.

South Aisle

Money raised in this way has also allowed the
church to be maintained in good order and the
priority repairs identified by the last quinquennial
report (Dec 2012) have been completed and an
action plan is in place to complete other
recommendations.

Teddy Parachuting
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The PCC consists of 14 members and meets every 6-8 weeks and there are 109
on the electoral roll.
During the vacancy we have established a Leadership Team for St Sampson’s
which we hope will have fruitful developments. The team is currently looking at
pastoral care for those who attend worship regularly and the wider community
and how we can bring God’s love to others in new ways. For instance, a local
pre-school has asked for greater links with St Sampson’s. This is an exciting
opportunity and builds on Messy Church and our work with the schools.
We organise a wide variety of events each year. Recently these have included a
festival of Easter crosses, Christmas tree festival, a quiz, a barn dance, cream
teas for the town festival with visits up the tower, teddy parachuting from the
tower, a barbeque for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and a barbeque in July to
celebrate St Sampson’s Day. These events help grow church-community links
and provide contributions towards our fund-raising.

Festival of Crosses

Christmas Tree Festival

With a new incumbent we look to new levels of structuring our lives together for
the sake of the Gospel. We also look forward to the future and the growth of
mission. As part of our next stage of development we see this as being:
To find new ideas and approaches to preach the Gospel in the community;
find new ways to connect with families and young adults;
find new ways to grow the faith of those who come to Messy Church;
;
To grow connections with people from all sections of society and walks of life;
To keep the church relevant in modern society;
To support the musical aspect of our church across a range of genres.
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Appendix
Location
The original settlement of Cricklade dates back to before Roman times and has
been described as the best preserved example of a Saxon new town and as such
the whole area has been designated as an area of Special Archaeological
Significance and the centre of the town a designated conservation area. In total
112 buildings are listed buildings including the church of St Sampson which is
grade 1 listed.
The Manorial Court for the Hundred and Borough of Cricklade has been in
existence since the 14th century and is only one of only 32 that remain today.
The officers of the court are still active today although they no longer serve a
legal purpose; its role now is mainly to safeguard the rights of the inhabitants of
the Hundred and Borough of Cricklade to graze cattle and horses in North
Meadow.
The successful applicant would become Chaplain to the Manorial Court.
Situated just off the A419 and 5 miles north of the former railway town of
Swindon, Wiltshire and 7 miles south of the Roman town of Cirencester,
Gloucestershire, Cricklade is part of Wiltshire County Council.
The town is the first town on the River Thames and is surrounded by remarkable
countryside. North Meadow is a National Nature Reserve managed by Natural
England and is one of the finest examples of a hay meadow in Europe, with rare
snakehead fritillaries being a focal point each spring; it is protected as a Special
Area of Conservation. Blakehill Nature Reserve south of Cricklade is managed by
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. The Thames Path National trail provides well signposted
walking from the source of the Thames, for 184 miles all the way to the sea. It
follows the river towards London and the old tow paths beside the former
Wiltshire and Berkshire and Thames and Severn Canals which link on the
northern boundary of Cricklade. All of these factors combine to attract numerous
visitors to Cricklade throughout the year.
The town is bypassed by the A419 that connects with the M4 (junction 15) to the
south and Gloucester and the M5 to the north. There is an hourly bus service to
Swindon, where the rail station is, and to Cirencester. London Heathrow and
Bristol airports are 75-90 minutes journey time.
Population and Demography
The population of Cricklade is approximately 4733 (2001 Census) adults and the
number of dwellings 1874(2001 census). The dwellings consist of a mixture of
private dwellings, social housing, houses for private let and sheltered
accommodation. Cricklade is a “desirable” place to live and houses sell at above
average prices and generally quickly. In recent times several small housing
developments have taken place and the Wiltshire Town Plan includes further
small scale development of approximately 50 dwellings mainly as infill to the
existing town.
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Employment and Business
Traditionally the main local employment was the farming industry and its
associated businesses and although there are still several working farms the
numbers working in the industry have declined in recent years. There are a
number of shops in the High Street. These include a small supermarket with Post
Office, one independent grocery store, two independent butchers, newsagent,
electrical and hardware shop, craft shop, pet shop, carpet store, picture framing
business and gift shop. There are also three estate agents, three hairdressers
and a beauty salon.
In addition there are two doctor’s surgeries, a dental surgery, opticians,
chiropractor, accountants, a vet’s surgery, local library and two repair garages
and a body repair shop.
While the above employ some local people most people commute to Swindon or
Cirencester to work and in some instances further afield.
Facilities
The town has a wide range of leisure activities and facilities. Fairview Fields is an
area of open space for leisure and recreational purposes which encompasses the
Millennium and Jubilee Woods. For sports enthusiasts the main facility is the
Cricklade Leisure Centre. Also in the town is a bowling green, and football, rugby
and cricket pitches all of which are well used by the town’s teams. Cricklade
House Hotel and Spa just outside the town has a 9 hole golf club. There is a
small play park near St Sampson’s church.The closed churchyard is abutted on
the west side by Heberden House which has individual flats for many aged over
55 and with priority housing needs. The Jenner Hall abuts the church yard on
the north side and was built in 1652 as a school. It is owned by St Sampson’s
PCC but managed under an Albemarle Trust scheme. The Hall is used 3 days
each week by Cricklade Open Door a “drop in” facility offering “fun, friendship
and support” and attended largely by older members of the community. There is
also WI, an Art Group, Book Groups, British Legion and a community choir all
are well supported.
The Hall is available for hire and the church has 10 free sessions a year and a
variety of church meetings are held here ranging from the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting to Informal Worship on occasions. The Town Hall, larger than
the Jenner Hall, is used by both the community and external organisations. The
church hires the Town Hall for its larger fund raising events as it has a licence.
The Thames Hall is used by the scouting organisations.
There are two pre-schools and a nursery within the town, a Sure Start
Children’s centre and four schools -St Sampson’s Community Infant School (146
pupils) and St Sampson’s CofE Voluntary Controlled Junior School (187 pupils),
Meadow Park prep school and Prior Park prep school. St Sampson’s CofE
Voluntary Controlled Junior School Ofsted Report was good and in 2011 the
school underwent the Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools and was reported
to be outstanding in every area. There are currently places available for pupils at
both schools.
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There are five pubs and the Cricklade Club in the town. The Red Lion pub is well
known for its home brewed beers and CAMRA awards and provides excellent bar
and restaurant meals. The ladies of the church meet here on a monthly basis
and the men’s group meets here alternate weeks. The White Hart is the venue
for the quarterly men’s breakfast when speakers are invited. Recently this has
included women as well.
Cricklade has two main charities. The Red Lion and Waylands Trust have both
been very generous when approached by St Sampson’s for contributions towards
projects such as the tower lighting or tower roof.
Annually there is the Town Festival in June and the Cricklade Show in August.
During the winter months there is a monthly cinema in the Town Hall.
The town is twinned with Suce-Sur-Erdre, France and there are frequent visits
between the two locations.
History of St Sampson’s Church
St Sampson’s is an ancient Celtic Dedication
and there is evidence of Saxon work in the
present church although the nave is
predominately 13th century.
St. Sampson’s is a large church and consists of
a nave with north and south aisles, north
porch, central tower with north and south
transepts, chancel and lady chapel to the south
of the chancel. The nave is of Anglo-Saxon
origin with some fragments surviving above the
later arcades. There are remnants of Roman
and Saxon stones set in the walls and doorway.
The church tower, ‘the glory of North Wiltshire’,
Interior looking east
was rebuilt during the late 15thand early 16th
centuries. A two-tier chandelier dating back to 1733 hangs in the chancel.
Stained glass includes a window by William Kempe and another by Martin Travis.
Two altars, high altar and Lady Chapel are also by Martin Travis. There is an
octagonal perpendicular font.
The church has an early Nicholson organ and a ring
of six bells, the earliest dated 1703, which are rung
from the ground floor in the choir stalls. This is one
of the longest ‘pulls’ in the country. The acoustic
qualities of the church are exceptionally fine and
every effort is made to preserve this character of
the church.
The adjoining churchyard is closed, the upkeep of
which is maintained by the Town Council. A parish
cemetery 200 yards further down Bath Road is
used for both burials and interment of ashes.

Bell Ringers
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