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TOLQUHON
GALLERY

Paintings, Sculpture, Ceramics, Glass, Wood, Jewellery Ideal
gifts for Christmas

ART ON THE GREEN — UDNY GREEN
A new series of Art Classes begins in January

Tolquhon, Tarves, Ellon, AB41 7LP T: 01651 842343 E: art@tolquhon-gallery.co.uk

www.tolquhon-gallery.co.uk
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Editor’s Letter
Hello readers,

My prepared Editor’s letter for December will resurface next year.  Why?  Two rea-
sons – both to reinforce the value of friendship.  The poem below by Michael Maruwa-
na, and a talk in Tarves Church last week about loneliness in the 16-24 and over 65
age groups.  Michael perfectly sums up what is important in our lives: contact with our
close friends, and contact with those we don’t know, because your kind words may be
the only words spoken to them all day.
We’re fortunate in Tarves to meet people in the local shops, and Barthol Chapel Café
offers a monthly coffee morning, where a ‘hello’ could start a conversation and be an
introduction to exchanging information.  As well as conversation, careful listening is
equally valuable

The Gift of Friendship
We all have the ability and the prerequisite to make friends and start a friendship,
when we face our fear to engage with others.

We all possess the gift of love, caring and giving. We receive and experience sense of
purpose when a friend says to us, ‘Thank you’.

We all want to be someone`s friend and to be called by them, my friend, thus we be-
come a friend too, to that somebody.

We all feel and see the need to be a friend. We feel the deep meaning and feeling of
belonging and being needed when a friend introduces you to others saying, ‘this is my
friend’.

We all share moments of happiness and laughter and smiles. We share of our trou-
bles and sadness.  We all sometimes miss the friendship of others brought to us.

We l have the true gift of friendship within our hearts. That makes us understand, what
it means to give your time for the benefit of another (you, my friend).

We all make profound effect on someone’s life when we become a friend, even for a
brief moment we can; enrich, empower and enhance their life and our own life too.

Well, all we have to do is; be a friend to that someone, (my friend) most importantly
share and enjoy the gift of friendship.
With kind permission of Michael Maruwana                                           November 2019

We’re coming up to a festive season where every advert radiates family happiness
and material pleasure, but let us all take a positive and leading role to demonstrate
friendship and kindness as the most valuable gifts of all.  There are events on
throughout December so, join in when you can, help if you can, and on your own per-
sonal level, be interested in what happens in our Parish.

With good wishes from the TBC Editorial team,

Ruth Nisbet
Editor                      tbc.editor@btinternet.com
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The Manse
8 Murray Avenue

Tarves

Dear Friends
The artist Albrecht Altdorfer was born in 1480 in Germany.  He inherited an
interest in art from his Father and became a painter, engraver and architect
of the Renaissance.  Throughout his life, he was also active as a leading poli-
tician in the City at a time of great upheaval – the Reformation was sweeping
through Europe.  In 1526 Altdorfer became City Architect of Regensburg, and
in 1533 he was a member of the City Council which decided to adopt the Ref-
ormation ideals of Martin Luther.

Many of Altdorfer’s paintings and engravings included biblical scenes.  One
of his paintings the Holy Night Nativity, painted in 1511, (you can google it on
line), shows Mary and Joseph and Jesus sheltering in a ruined building.  Not
one part of this building remains untouched by ruin and decay.  Walls are fall-
ing down.  Most of the roof has disappeared.  The new family hide behind a
broken-down wall.  Indeed the family seem to shrink to secondary signifi-
cance while the light shines on the building itself in all its decay and corrup-
tion.

When we look at this painting, we might wonder what Altdorfer had in mind
when he wielded his paintbrush.  What does the ruined building represent?
Does it depict a Church brought to its knees by corruption or division?  Does
it speak of a broader dissatisfaction in civic life?  Or does it point to the condi-
tion of humanity itself?

Whatever the intention of the artist, surely today this picture speaks to us of
the presence of the Christchild in the midst of an overwhelmingly broken
world.  That is the story that is at the heart of our Christmas celebrations.
And over the next few weeks in Church we will be reflecting on that story.
And we will hear the words of the angel song, “Do not be afraid!”

Do not be afraid  - 365 times we find these words or words with a similar
meaning appearing in the Bible – that is once for every day of the year.  But
they are particularly prevalent in Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. “Do not
be afraid”.  And Luke also spells out to some shepherds why we should not
be afraid.

“Do not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people; to you is born this day in the City of David a Saviour who is the Mes-
siah, the Lord.  (Luke 2:10).

 “Do not be afraid” – those words lie at the very heart of the Christmas story.
And still today we hear them.  We hear them whispered softly to those who
are grieving.  We hear them reassuring an overwhelmed mother or father
wrestling with the challenges of parenthood.  We hear them penetrate our
anxieties about the future – our own future, the future of our community, the
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Tarves Kirk Session News
● Sunday Worship - 11.15am in Tarves Kirk

(Unless otherwise intimated)
● Informal Communion after worship on the last

Sunday of the month.
● Refreshments every Sunday unless there is

Messy Church or Communion

Advent Services
Sunday 01 Dec Advent One
Sunday 08 Dec Advent Two
Sunday 15 Dec Advent Three
Sunday 22 Dec Advent Four
Sunday 22 Dec 7pm United service of Lessons and Carols at Barthol Chapel
Church

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve Family Service at 7pm in Tarves

There will be NO service in Tarves on Christmas Day
Instead we will join our friends from Barthol Chapel and Methlick at 10.30am at
Haddo House Chapel with Rev Dr Will Stalder

What’s been happening?

JAFFA at Tarves School

JAFFA (Jesus A Friend For All) is a lunchtime club using Scripture Union re-
sources.  The children enjoy a fun packed session and we are grateful to the
school for being so welcoming.  Thank you to the volunteers who continue to
run this.

future of our nation, the future of the world.  We hear them reminding us con-
stantly that, in the midst of our brokenness, God is with us, and that because this
is so, the way to healing and wholeness is thrown open for all the world.

Those words “Do not be afraid” are spoken for all of us and I hope that each one
of you, whatever your situation, will hear them for yourself and find in them the
peace that Christ offers.

I look forward to welcoming you to our Christmas services and other events.

With warmest wishes for Christmas and the New Year

Alison I Swindells
Parish Minister
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Ordination of Rev Valerie Mitchell Tuesday 22 October

Methlick Church was full of well wishers who enjoyed being part of Valerie’s Serv-
ice of Ordination.  Her first six months will be spent at Meldrum Church.  We wish
her God’s blessing.

Harvest Festival Weekend - Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September

The church was beautifully decorated by a small team of willing volunteers.
Thanks to them for their time and talents.

Silent Auction of Time and Talents - 28 September

Despite the appalling weather, a number of people came along on Saturday and
got into the spirit of things.  Bids had come in beforehand, and overall an amazing
£1400 was raised for the Youth Hall Development Project.  Connections are being
made as folk learn to dance, knit, make a silver ring or get their garden tidied up.
It certainly proved that “Tarves has Talent.”

Harvest Thanksgiving Service

We enjoyed the relaxed informality as we sat ‘café style’ around tables for this in-
teractive service.

Autumn Communion Sunday 27 October

The congregation was consulted about whether they would prefer to go back to
using the small glasses, or continue with tincture.  The preference was for the an-
cient method of tincture (partly dipping the bread into the wine before taking it).
Thus we all took the elements in exactly the same way.  The communion silver
was brought out for the occasion, and the pair of sliver goblets dated 1618 looked
splendid.

Service of Remembrance Sunday 10 November

Once again, this poignant service was well attended by folk of all ages including
Rainbows and Brownies.  Alison conducted an excellent service, encouraging us
to remember, but also to work for peace.  After the Act of Remembrance at the
War Memorial, many folk enjoyed a hot drink and fellowship in the church.

Tarves Church online

Please check for news, updates and information. www.tarveschurch.org and the
Tarves Church Facebook page.

Youth Hall Development

Norman Glen recently updated the congregation on the progress of this project.
Grants are now coming in and work will start next year.  We cannot underestimate
the hours the team has spent on this, and it is wonderful to see their efforts bear
fruit.  A detailed update will be in the March 2020 TBC newsletter.

Thank you to the team!
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Financial Roles

We are in a time of transition, as duties are reorganised and reallocated.  Robert
McGill is now managing spreadsheets and preparing the accounts, whilst Andy Clubb
has taken over as Free Will Offering Convenor.  Edith Innes felt that the time was right
to hand over her financial responsibilities although she will continue as a District Elder.
We are very grateful to Edith, who with Bert’s support, has done such a good job over
many years.

Thank you

I am very grateful to the Kirk Session and congregation who play a vital part in the de-
velopment of Tarves Kirk,as we continue to work together with Alison to fulfil God’s
purpose for our community.

Susanna Bichard – Session Clerk: 01651 851345 or smbichard@aol.com

Nkhoma knitting news update - November 2019
Hello to all our knitting and sewing enthusiasts

We’ve had good news from Gordon Presbytery that once again, we have a willing
volunteer to transport your knitting and sewing donations from Inverurie to the Ba-
nana Box Trust in Dundee.  The people of Nkhoma are very grateful for all of the
boxes that they receive.

The most useful donations are jumpers and a hat or scarf sets, knitted teddies, skirts,
and small baby blankets plus larger square blankets which can be folded into a trian-
gle and wrapped around an adult’s body to carry babies on their back. Knitting and
sewing can be handed into Tarves Church on Tuesday/Sunday mornings and are on
display in the community corner at the far side of the Church.

However, with the agreement of a number of knitters, we recently donated 32 cosy
hat and scarf sets for children age 5 and upwards to the Resource Centre in Inverurie
for local use.  This tied in with Joan’s talk to Tarves Guild on Thursday 3 October on
her work with the Children’s Panel, and the need for our help locally too.  The Centre
was delighted with this donation and they have already started to hand them out to
children in care.  We will also continue to donate some larger warm blankets to Wood-
end Hospital for the use of patients in the neurology, orthopaedic and stroke wards.
Patients can be in hospital for a considerable time, and having a warm blanket on
their knees and legs provides a level of personal comfort in a clinical setting.

We’d like to continue supporting these organisations, and hope that the knitters con-
tinue to knit both baby size plus older children’s hats and scarves so we can help both
Nkhoma and our own local area.  If the Resource Centre have any other knitting
needs, we’ll let you all know so we can make a valuable contribution from Tarves Par-
ish.

Thank you all
Ruth and Joan, Tarves Parish Church
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DIAMOND SWEEPS
Industry Standard Certified Chimney Sweep

Professional Quality Traditional Sweep. Fully Insured.

Bird nest removed. Pots & Cowls fitted.

Minor Chimney and fire appliance repairs undertaken.

John Stone
07594634409

www.diamondsweeps.com / email: john@diamondsweeps.com
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North East Scotland Support for Romania
Thank you to everyone who has handed in clothing, bedding etc during
2019.  The charity really appreciates all that you donate.  There will be
no collections during December, January and February and we will
resume again on Friday 27 March 2020.  Dates will be issued in the

March edition of the TBC.

Tarves Church Flower Rota 2020
Month Flower Rota Flower Delivery

January

5 May Wren May Wren
12 Joan McGill Joan McGill
19 Margaret Barrack Margaret Barrack
26 Janet Swinton Doreen Brown

February

2 Ivy Lynch Janice Paton

9 Mabel Mitchell Mabel Mitchell
16 Edith Innes Edith Innes
23 Beth Gray Betty Mitchell

March

1 Isobel Laing Isobel Laing
8 Sheila Hodge Sheila Hodge

15 Fran Crichton Fran Crichton
22 Kathleen Taylor Kathleen Taylor
29 Charmaine  Bain Doreen Brown

Thank you to everyone who gives flowers, and those who kindly deliver
them each week. They are very much appreciated by all who receive
them.

Tarves Breakfast

The Tarves Breakfasts proved popular during the year
raising almost £900 for the Youth Hall
refurbishment. Thank you to all who
came along and supported us. A big

thank you to Heather who always so generously donates
her lovely free-range eggs; their taste is unbeatable.  Keep
a lookout for dates during 2020.
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This year we have decided to have a Messy Church Christmas fun afternoon
between 2 – 5pm on Saturday 7 December 2019.

Children can be dropped off at 2.00pm and parents/carers are free to go. We
ask that you return at 4.30pm.to join us for a Christmas tea.  Parents who wish
to remain with their child are most welcome to do so, as we are always in need
of 'an extra pair of hands'.

Messy children will enjoy crafts, games, snacks, the Christmas Story, music
and much more.

Please register your child on our Facebook page to confirm their place.

www.facebook.com/Tarves-Messy-Church

We are really looking forward to a fun filled afternoon.

Messy Church 2020 dates for your diary

Sunday 9 February 2020 @ 11am in the Youth Hall

Sunday 26 April 2020 @ 11am in the Youth Hall

Sunday 14 June 2020 @ 11am in the Youth Hall

Thank you so much to everyone who has come along to Messy Church this
year; with your support, we will continue to reach out to all of our families and
beyond.

Tuesday Church Cafe
Tea / coffee and biscuits continue to be served between
10am and 11am in Tarves Church on a Tuesday morning so
why not come along and join us.  You will be made most
welcome.  The last one for this year will be on Tuesday 10th December
and we will resume on Tuesday 7 January 2020. Make it a date in your
diary.
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Tarves Development Trust
Tarves Development Trust were kindly hosted for our AGM at the Aberdeen
Arms on Tuesday 26 November. Thank you to everyone who came out on a wet
November evening.

David Hekelaar, the Chair outlined the events of the year – most notably secur-
ing funding from the Scottish Land Fund to buy the building of the Community
Hub, which houses the Murly Tuck. This means that the community now own
the building, through the Development Trust.

The main topic of discussion was around the ideas proposed for the Old Tennis
Court. The TDT ran a wee draw over the summer to encourage residents to put
forward their ideas. Kim McPherson was the lucky winner of lunch for 4 at the
Murly Tuck – well done Kim !

The ideas that the Trust are going to take forward over the next 12 months are:

● A boules/petanque court at the Old Tennis Court
● Further discussion and consultation on options for a building to store com-

munity assets, such as the equipment used to keep Tarves looking lovely
● Investigate if and how safe walking/cycling routes around and to the vil-

lage can be progressed

The Trust also announced a series of free key digital skills drop-in sessions at
the Melvin Hall, starting in January. These will help folk learn to use the internet,
to email, to use Skype etc, on laptops or smart phones.

On behalf of everyone at Hanover Social Club, we would like to thank you all for
attending our recent coffee morning when we raised £254.  Donations will be
going to Kayleigh’s Wee Stars and Hamish Dear’s Warm Hugs.

Our activities at Hanover continue with our whist club meet on Monday after-
noons from 2 - 4pm every 2 weeks, with the first November meeting on 11 No-
vember. Our knitting group meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2pm in the Hanover
lounge where they create blankets, hats, vests, and scarves.    Our chair exer-
cise classes are on a Thursday morning from 9 to
9.45am.

We have the Fyvie Community Choir joining us at 7pm
on Wednesday 11 December in Hanover lounge. We will
be holding a Christmas raffle at this meeting, and dona-
tions will be welcome. Look out for posters closer to the
time.  Thank you.
Jessie Simpson,
Secretary 851958

Hanover Residents Social Club
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All building work carried out.
All drainage work including septic tank and soakaway installation.
Driveways dug out -  hardcore, lockblock, tarring if required.
All digger work including site clearance, foundations. Etc.

For hire (with operator)
Jcb3cx digger, 1.5 tonne mini digger, compaction roller, 0.75
tonne hightip dumper, 7.5 tonne tipping lorry.

 Free estimates - distance no object
 For all enquiries

 tel  01888 511453 mob 07813390333

Mike Beaton
Tel: 01651 851393
Mob: 07890 211895
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Tarves Guild
“Whose we are and Whom we serve”

We must thank Alison our Minister, for leading the annual
Guild Dedication Service in September. Committee mem-
bers took part in the readings and also performed a lively
sketch on this session’s theme – ‘Companions on the
Road’.

For our October meeting, we had one of our own members
Joan McGill, talking about her work with the Children’s Panel.  Thank you
Joan, for a most informative evening.

Our November meeting heard Sheila Robertson talking about her work with
Crossreach, particularly dealing with loneliness and isolation within our com-
munities.  We also had a bring and buy sales table which raised almost
£140 and this money will go towards the Guild Projects we are supporting
this year.

Now we are looking forward to our Christmas Party on Thursday 5 Decem-
ber when we will have fun entertainment from our committee members, and
lots of festive food.

There is no Guild meeting in January.  Our first meeting of 2020 is Thursday
6 February, with Gillian Innes talking about her work with NERVS – North
East Riders Volunteers Scotland.

Saturday 22 February 2020 is our popular Soup & Sweet Lunch in the
Melvin Hall from 12noon – 1:30pm.  Do come along and join us for excellent
home-made fare.

For our Thursday 5 March meeting, the Rev Sean Swindells will tell us
about his involvement with the Luxemburg interfaith marathon which fits in
well with our overall 3-year theme, ‘One Journey - Many Roads’.

On Thursday 6 March, we are hosting the annual World Day of Prayer in the
Church at 7:00pm when we will be joined by fellow members of Barthol
Chapel and Methlick Guilds.  Please join us if you can.

We meet at 7:30pm in the Church on the first Thursday of the month, except
January, and you will be made most welcome to any of our meetings.  Men
are welcome too.

For more information contact Jean on 891081 or Edith on 851179

The Guild is a movement within the Church of Scotland, which invites and en-
courages women and men to commit their lives to Jesus Christ and enables

them to express their faith in worship, prayer and action.
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John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square
Tarves
Ellon
AB41 7JW
Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

Tel: 07835 410690

Ian Chick Driving Instructor
Tangland Lodge, Methlick,

Ellon, AB41 7EN       07886 320952
Door to door service.
Over 10yrs experience.
Competitive rates
Discounts for block book-
ings.

Tests preparation for
Inverurie, Bridge of Don and
Peterhead test centres.
Pass Plus registered.

For more information,
please call me to discuss
your needs or email to -

i.chicky@btinternet.com

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps
Domestic : Commercial :  Agricultural

          1 Balcairn Cottages
          Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
          Aberdeenshire AB51 0EU
             Tel:   01651 873699
             Mob: 07778 579369
enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

Jim Dow
Pest Control

Charles Ligertwood
Joiners

Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage

3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON

AB41 7JY
Tel: 01651 851502 Mob: 07889 770250

Fax: 01651 851502
Email: cligertwood@yahoo.co.uk

jimdowpestcontrol
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Friendship Club
The monthly meetings of the Friendship Club are on hold at the moment until
we find a new leader/organiser, but we will be having our Annual Christmas
lunch on Wednesday 11 December in the Aberdeen Arms.  Pupils from
Tarves School are coming along to give us a short programme of entertain-
ment.

Also, in February we intend having a Haggis Lunch and entertainment, de-
tails of which will be given nearer the time.

For more information please contact Jean on 891081.

A message from the Aberdeenshire North Foodbank
Co-ordinator in Inverurie

Still as ever, we were delighted to see the cavalcade of cars arriving from
Tarves and very grateful for all the useful goods that you brought with you
from your Harvest collections in October. Please pass on our very sincere
thanks for the donations from both Tarves and Barthol Chapel congrega-
tions.  We are lucky to have such faithful supporters as yourselves.  Thank
you so much.

Foodbank use has risen from 2016 when 568 meals were supplied, and
new figures from 2019 show use has almost doubled with 957 meals sup-
plied to 573 adults and 384 children.  The sad fact is that year on year, the
numbers keep rising but the Foodbank staff are eternally grateful that do-
nations are likewise always increasing.

All food from Tarves Church has now been delivered to the warehouse for
use over December and early January, and there will be no journeys
across until after the New Year.  Please keep giving though, we have a
monthly ‘wish’ list on Tarves Church noticeboard and boxes are kept in the
community corner.

Thank you.

Tarves Folk Club
The Club continues to meet on the third Sunday of every month in the
Aberdeen Arms Hotel from 8.30 – 11.00pm, when all musicians, singers
and audience are very welcome. Thoughts are now turning to the 8th

Tarves Rant next April and arrangements will be announced at a later
date.

John Dickson
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Tarves Heritage Project  - Registered  Scottish Charity No. 021511
www.tarvesheritage.org.uk

Another season has rushed by with record visitors, and our Heritage Centre has now
closed to visitors during the day.  However, we are to conduct our Evening Winter Talks
in the schoolroom, so please bring a cushion!

Some highlights of this year include primary school visits from as far afield as Rothes in
Morayshire to our own local Tarves primary.  Many thanks to Liz for organising and
hosting these informative and fun events, which give the children a great insight into the
life of their grandparents and great grandparents.  It’s always interesting to have the
children handle and experience many of the items, maybe especially a big old black tel-
ephone from the 1940’s.  Trying to press the numbers doesn’t really work, and more
than one has asked how to send a text??  Dialling 999 seems to them, and on reflec-
tion, to us, rather odd that in an emergency, the longest dialling has to be used!

Doors Open weekend went extremely well, with our volunteers getting into the Victorian
mode of dress.  We were as excited as the visitors about our special items of interest for
the weekend: a 1920’s Bullnose Morris Cowley, and a 1930 Triumph NSD 500cc Motor-
cycle.  The Motorcycle has not been restored, just loved, and has a wonderful patina.
The Bullnose, on the other hand, has been beautifully restored and looks magnificent.  It
can show a very clean pair of heels with its 1500cc side-valve engine, and its abilities
were found all the more remarkable when we learned that prior to its purchase locally, it
was driven up from the South West.  No, not Dumfries and Galloway - the South West
of England!  October 5​th​ saw a very special guest appear for a visit, HRH Prince Ed­
ward, styled in Scotland as the Earl of Forfar.  He met some of our volunteers, was most
interested in the Tapestry, met a few of the contributors, and was much amused by the
story of the ‘Coo stuck up the Prop’.  A brief tour of the Museum and Photographic ar-
chive was followed by a visit to our classroom, which had about twenty children, appro-
priately dressed, slaving away over their slates under instruction from Miss Hamilton - a
rather severe Schoolmarm.  The Earl was happy to join in the scenario, acting the part
of a visiting Inspector to ‘speir at the weans on their Three Rs’.  The seriousness depart-
ed when he hunkered down and blethered to the children for a good while - surely a
memorable day for them and for Tarves!

We now have to get back to business, and start the winter’s backroom work which is
crucial to keeping the Visitor Centre running.  This includes new displays, archiving do-
nations, researching family history, designing posters and the like for future events and
developing IT and Social Media.  These things all take time and effort, so if you have a
special talent, or can spare an hour a week, the Heritage team would love to hear from
you.  Of course, we are always looking for volunteers to assist during the Open Season,
April to October.  We are a friendly bunch and will make you very welcome.

September 2019 – Tarves Heritage 100 Club draw
£100 - 203  £50 - 136  £50 - 201  £25 - 130

£25 - 172  £25 - 144    £25 - 129



20

Barthol Chapel School
Head Teacher:  Mr Adrian Anderson
● St Katherines, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51 8TD

● 01651 267440

● bartholchapel.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

● www.bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk

We have once again reached that time of year when the school is full of glitter,
sparkle and excitement.  Our learners continue to thrive on the challenges and the
wide range of experiences we are fortunate enough to provide them at Barthol
Chapel School.  We extend a big ‘Thank you’ to all families and individuals who
have supported the school this year. Your contributions really do make a differ-
ence!

Christmas Show

This year’s production is called “Bah Humbug”.

“It’s Christmas Eve and what a night! Or so it proves for the miserable, miserly
Ebenezer Scrooge, who finds himself visited by some rather unexpected charac-
ters! Through encounters with Jacob Marley and three very different ghosts,
Scrooge is given the chance to revisit his past, weigh his present and glimpse his
future. Will he take this once-in-a lifetime opportunity to change, or will he choose
to remain in the bleak and lonely world he has created for himself, bound by
chains of selfishness and greed?”

Performances will be on Wednesday 11 December at 2pm and Thursday 12 De-
cember at 6:30pm.  Tickets cost £3.

Leadership Opportunities

We are continuing with our approaches to develop the leadership skills of our
learners through our own unique skills development, linked to our school vision
and values.   At Barthol Chapel School, we are committed to preparing young peo-
ple for a world where change and innovation is constant.

Pupils at Barthol Chapel School are members of a Leadership Group.  They have
responsibilities in driving forward improvement, organising events and bringing
positive change to our school.  The level of enthusiasm and involvement from the
children is very high.

The Health & Wellbeing Group organised a “Dress Down Day” for Children in
Need.  The children wore something bright and made a donation to Children in
Need on Friday 15 November.  The Health and Wellbeing Group also organised a
“A Pudsey Makeover Competition” where the pupils had the chance to give Pud-
sey a Makeover.
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The Eco Group have recently installed Water Hippos in the toilet cisterns.   Every
time a toilet is flushed, the Hippo saves approximately 3 litres of water.   It will also
help to reduce our school’s carbon footprint.  With 9 toilets in our school, it will save a
huge amount of water.

Our digital leaders have been busy organising a Lunchtime Club in school.  They will
be looking at Coding using Dot and Dash and Sphero and Makey Makey.  We look
forward to some exciting coding projects.

The Junior Road Safety Officers are looking forward to Monday 25 November when
our new bike/scooter shelter will be installed beside the shed.  It means we will have
plenty space to park our bikes during Bikeability Training.  It will also have a cover to
keep our bikes dry.  The JRSOs have also worked hard to develop a School Travel
Plan to encourage safe travel to school.  Follow the link to read this important docu-
ment.  We thank officers at Aberdeenshire Council for their help with putting this to-
gether.

http://bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/School-Travel-
Plan.pdf

Rag Bag Recycling Scheme

A reminder that we have a Rag Bag Container in our school playground.  The 'Rag
Bag' recycling scheme has been developed to provide regular fundraising for schools
in Scotland.  The scheme increases awareness about textile recycling.  Please think
of us if you are having a clear out.  We can accept clothing, paired shoes, handbags,
belts etc.  Just pop them into a bag and deposit in the container.

TARVES PLAYGROUP
Can you believe how quick the first term has gone?  We
had a fantastic first term, the children have all settled so
well along with new staff.  It’s now the countdown to San-
ta coming!!

After consulting with parents and carers, we have ex-
tended the playgroup hours to 9am-12.30pm Monday to
Friday.  From August 2020 we will be offering longer ses-

sions and providing lunch for the children, more information on this will follow
nearer the time.

The staff have been busy arranging resources to make them more accessible
and inviting for the children to become independent in making choices.  The
walls are now covered in beautiful fabric donated from Frasers of Ellon, and
we have flowers on the windowsills to make the environment more warming.
We purchased a new kitchen to encourage imagination and role play, and
have been planning our garden tidy up.  If anyone can spare any time to help
with the garden please do get in touch with playgroup on
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Slating and roofing work you can trust
TEL: 01651 851395
14 Braiklay Ave, Tarves, Ellon AB41 7PU

Colin Taylor

Call Jill Grant on
01651 -851465
Or mobile
07790 336121

-
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tarvesplaygroup@live.co.uk  We would be most grateful of any help – it’s a big
job!!

We are looking for old pots and pans with holes in the handles so we can
hang them in our outside kitchen.  If you have any, can you please drop them
off at the Youth Hall or email the playgroup.

Stacey at Love Paper Co. has kindly designed a new poster for us, keep a
look out for it, its eye catching.

Our first fundraiser of the year was a audience with Maureen Smith (Clairvoy-
ant), it was a roaring success making a huge amount of £463.  There were
some very good readings on the night too.

Our Christmas Fayre took place on Sunday 24 November.  A huge thank you
to everyone involved in organising, attending and donating towards this event.

The children of both Playgroup and Toddlers designed their own Christmas
pictures which were gorgeous.  Parents ordered copies which were printed as
actual Christmas cards, gift cards, wrapping paper and mugs.  The commis-
sion from this is still being calculated.

The fundraisers have been busy planning our next big events in 2020.  These
are the Soup and Sweet on Saturday 14 March and an 80’s Disco on Sat-
urday 6 June, both in the Melvin Hall.  More information will follow closer to
each event.  We will be looking for donations for our tombola stall at the soup
and sweet ,and raffle tickets will also be on sale with some fab prizes to be
won.

We are registered to provide a day care of children service to a maximum of
20 children aged from 2 years to those not yet attending primary school.  In
partnership with the local authority we provide funded pre-school education for
children aged from three to five years and also have funded places for eligi-
ble two year olds.  Funded and non-funded places are still available so if
you’d like more information on joining this group please email
tarvessecretary@outlook.com

The Baby and Toddler Group runs during term time on a Thursday from 1.15-
3pm in the Youth Hall, Tarves.  All are welcome with children up to pre-school
age.  A great way to get to know other parents/carers and for the children to
play and learn.  A snack for the children and a cuppa for the parent/carer are
also provided.  No need to book just come along.  We are looking for a new
Toddler Representative to run the group.  If you’d like more info please email
tarvestoddlers@outlook.com

Regards

Loretta Ross & Claire Stephen
Co-Chairs
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Treatment and
rehabilitation for neck / back
/ joint problems, muscle
pain, sports injuries
Pilates

Office 5
Oldmeldrum Business Centre

Colpy Way
OLDMELDRUM
Aberdeenshire

AB51 0BZ

Elizabeth Ann Ross MCSP
Appointments and enquiries

Tel: 01651 851812 or Mob: 07714 421244
day and evening appointments
email: ab121physio@gmail.com

Health Insurance approved

Festive Rare Fayre
10am – 4pm on

Saturday 7 December 2019

The beautiful, old distillery will open its doors and is set to em-
brace the yuletide celebrations with a busy day of exclusive whisky
tasting experiences, tours and masterclasses.  The Fayre will also
boast a range of mouth-watering foods and interesting, unique
crafts brought to you from a selection of talented local producers.
The perfect opportunity to discover a ‘rare find’ and gift ideas for
the Festive Season.
Glen Garioch Distillery, Distillery Road, Oldmeldrum, Aberdeen-
shire, AB51 0ES

To find out more please visit www.glengarioch.com  or
email visitor.centre@glengarioch.com

Please see page 55 for further details.





News from Tarves Primary School

We have another action-packed term ahead with Children in
Need and Remembrance before we get into the full Christmas
and Nativity swing! We are taking part in a lot of fundraising
events this term, and the children are passionate about getting
everyone involved. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for help, support and donations which make a real dif-
ference.

Fundraising
Primary 5/6 are fundraising for three charities this year, Radio Lollipop, the Pyjama
Fairies and Edinburgh Children’s Hospital; all who have done a fantastic job of sup-
porting local families and our pupils. Last term, we enjoyed dressing up in our pyja-
mas and as fairies (or both!), to support this wonderful cause. Thank you for your
generosity.
More information can be found here:

• https://www.radiolollipop.org/  • https://www.pyjamafairies.org/

Additionally, Primary 5/6 are holding a Community Coffee Morning on Friday 6
December at Tarves Primary School from 9.30 until 11.30am. Entry is charged at
£2 and you will receive a cuppa, some cake and entertainment from Tarves’ finest
singers! Why not also do some Christmas shopping with us? We have crafts and
sweets for sale as well as a raffle! We look forward to welcoming you.

Christmas Service
We would love for you join us at our Christmas Service held in Tarves Parish
Church on Thursday 19th December at 9.30am.  Please use the upstairs seating
as the School will be seated downstairs.

Fundraising events for early 2020
We will be holding a Beetle drive on Friday 31 January 2020 in the Aberdeen
Arms.  It will start at 6.15pm and tickets cost £2.  Tickets will be available from the
school closer to the time.

The PTA will be hosting a race night on Saturday 7 March in the Aberdeen Arms –
tickets will be £10 and start time will be confirmed closer to the event.  We will be
looking for horse sponsors in the weeks running up to the event and
prizes/donations would be appreciated. Please speak to any of the parents on the
school PTA for further information.

Later that evening, there will a disco after the race night for all those looking for a
boogie.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!
Did you know that Tarves Primary School is a recycling drop-off point? We are doing
what we can to help the environment and local community by collecting the following
items for recycling: batteries, pens, spectacles, foreign coins, stamps and crisp
packets.
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A Royal Encounter!
On Saturday 5th October, some of our pupils attended Tarves Heritage Centre where
they were transported back in time to the Victorian era! They dressed up in waist-
coats and pinafores and took part in a Victorian classroom experience attended by
HRH Prince Edward.  Alastair (Primary 6) said, “I thought it was lots of fun, even
though I accidentally put my finger in some ink! It was interesting to see how the
classroom was run in Victorian times and I even found out about where the Scottish
potato came from… Sir Francis Drake!”  Emma (Primary 7) added, “It was an enjoya-
ble experience and a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to meet Prince Edward.  I was a
little bit nervous because he is a Prince, but he was actually just normal!”

Mrs Lara Conn
Hello,

1st Tarves Rainbows have had fun recently at Lo-
chter Activity Centre, having an adventure walk
up the Prop of Ythsie and we had a fantastic
sleepover in October. We play games and do
crafts in our weekly meetings and are currently
earning our ‘Reflect’ badge.   We are looking for-

ward to Christmas crafts and our visit to Inverurie pantomime.

Rainbows are for girls aged between 5 and 7. If your daughter would like to
join the adventure, please contact us through the Girl Guiding website
(www.girlguiding.org.uk).

Call for Help – Rainbows has been successfully running in our village for 4
years. Sadly, I intend to step down from Rainbows after Christmas, so we are
looking for a new Rainbow Unit Leader and helpers. It would be a desperate
shame for the Unit to fold with so many girls involved with it. Please could you
consider what you could offer, and ask around friends and family.

Being the Unit Leader is very rewarding, and you have the privilege of seeing
young girls discovering new ideas, learning new skills and having fun together.
The Girl-guiding program is very supportive of new leaders, as are our fantastic
group of volunteers in Haddo District. If you could offer to help, or have any
questions, please be in contact with Kate or our District Commissioner, Jill
Taylor. You would be welcome to come along and see what it is about, with no
obligations.

Best wishes from

Contact: Kate Massey 01651
851467,
tarvesrainbows@yahoo.com

Jill Taylor, 07411 161893, jill@jandjcoaching.com.
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Date Event Venue / Time
Thurs 5 Dec Tarves Guild Christmas Party Tarves Church 7.30pm
Fri 6 Dec Community Coffee Morning Tarves Primary School 9.30 - 11.30am
Sat 7 Dec Messy Christmas Youth Hall 2.00pm
Sat 7 Dec Ellon Men’s Shed Open Day - see page 39 Ellon Men's Shed 11.00 - 3.00pm
Wed 11 Dec Friendship Club Christmas Lunch Aberdeen Arms Hotel
Wed 11 Dec Fyvie Community Choir Hanover Court  7.30pm
Wed 11 Dec Christmas Show "Bah Humbug" Barthol Chapel School 2pm
Thurs 12 Dec Christmas Show "Bah Humbug" Barthol Chapel School 6.30pm
Tues 17 Dec Tarves Community Council Meeting 7.30pm Tarves School
Thurs 19 Dec Tarves School Christmas Service Tarves Church 9.30am

Thurs 19 Dec Haddo House Choral & Operatic Society
Christmas Carols Tarves Church 7.30pm

Sun 22 Dec Lessons and Carol service Barthol Chapel Church 7.00pm
Tues 24 Dec Christmas Eve Carol Service Tarves Church 7.00pm
Wed 25 Dec United Christmas Day Service Haddo House Chapel @ 10:30am

2020

Wed 15 Jan Barthol Chapel SWI Armchair Exercises with
GCRA Barthol Chapel School 7.15pm

Fri 24 Jan Heritage Project Winter Talks World Scout
Jamboree by Alisdair Glen Heritage Centre  7.15 for 7.30pm

Fri 31 Jan Tarves School PTA - Beetle Drive Aberdeen Arms Hotel 6.15pm

Thurs 6 Feb Tarves Guild - Talk from North East Riders
Volunteers Scotland Tarves Church 7.30pm

Sun 9 Feb Tarves Messy  Church Youth Hall 11.00am

Fri 21 Feb Heritage Project Winter Talks Triple Hang-
ings Tapestries with Fran Crichton Heritage Centre  7.15 for 7.30pm

Sat 22 Feb Tarves Guild  "Soup and Sweet Lunch" Melvin Hall 12.00 - 1.30pm

Thurs 5 Mar Tarves Church Guild  - Talk by Sean Swind-
ells on the Luxemburg interfaith marathon Tarves Church 7.30pm

Friday 6 Mar Tarves Guild - World Day of Prayer Tarves Church 7.00pm
Sat 7 Mar Tarves School PTA Race Night Aberdeen Arms Hotel
Sat 14 Mar Playgroup Soup and Sweet Melvin Hall
Sat 8 Aug Tarves Flower Show Melvin Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm

TBC Diary
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Date Event Venue / Time
Every Sunday Church Services Barthol Chapel Church      9:45am

Tarves Church              11:15am
Monday - Friday
Thursday

Tarves Playgroup
Toddler Group

Youth Hall  9:30am - 12noon
Youth Hall  1:15 - 3:00pm

Thursday Chair Exercise Class Hanover Court @ 9:00 - 9:45am
Second Saturday of
every month

Barthol Chapel Church Cafe Barthol  Chapel Church 10:00 -
11:30am

Third Sunday of every
month Tarves Folk Club The Bistro, Aberdeen Arms

Hotel - 8:30 - 11:00pm

Monday evening  (dur-
ing school term time)

Tarves Youth Group - The Hut
-  ages between 12 & 21

The Hut
● S3          7:00 - 8:30pm
● S3 - S6  8:00 - 9:30pm

Monday, Tuesday &
Thursday Ellon Men’s Shed Hospital Road, Ellon

10:00am- 4:00pm
Every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday Coffee Morning Hanover Court from 10:30am

Every 2nd Monday Hanover Court Whist  after-
noons Hanover Court - 2.00 - 4.00pm

Every Monday and
Wednesday evening

Udny Station Indoor Bowling
Club (winter only) Youth Hall - 7:30 - 9:30pm

Every Tuesday
morning

Tarves Church – Tuesday
coffee morning Tarves Church -  10:00 – 11:00am

Every Tuesday after-
noon

"The Chatty Knitters"
knitting session Hanover Court - 2:00 - 4:00pm

Every Tuesday Barthol Chapel Indoor Bowling
starting 17 Sept 2019

Barthol Chapel Primary School 7:30 -
9:30pm

Every Wednesday dur-
ing term time

Meldrum Academy
Christian Union Meldrum Academy 1:15pm

Every Thursday during
term time

JAFFA - Tarves Primary Scrip-
ture Union Tarves School @ lunch-time

Every Wednesday
evening (term time) 1st Tarves Rainbows Tarves School 5:00 - 6:00pm

Every Wednesday
evening (term time) 1st Tarves Brownies Tarves School 6.15 - 7:30pm

Third Wednesday of
every month Barthol Chapel S.W.I. Barthol Chapel School - 7:15pm

Last Friday of every
month

Barthol Chapel School
coffee afternoon Barthol Chapel School - 2:30pm

Weekly / Monthly Events
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Methlick Scouts Centenary - 2020
Founded by Dr. W. L. Stephen, Methlick Scout
Group began on 20th September 1920 and from
humble beginnings of 12 boys we have grown to 3
full sections of boys and girls in Beavers, Cubs,
and Scouts, with an attached Explorer Unit, and
our own Scout Active Support (SAS) Unit.

With over 120 people involved in making the
Group function it's a remarkable result. 2020 is a
special year, which we are sure many of you will
want to share with us.

Although based in Methlick, we serve all over the
surrounding area, including both Tarves and Bar-
thol Chapel.

We will kick off our centenary year with a family
ceilidh, held in the Beaton Hall, Methlick on Saturday 4 January with music from Tal-
isman Ceilidh Band. Tickets available from Tim Stephen of the Scout Group or
email below. (BYO drinks and food).

On Sunday February 23, as part of our Founder’s Day celebrations, we plan to dig-
up, refresh and re-bury the time capsule which is in the threshold of our Scout Hut.

In May, we have planned a “grand day out” for all the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Ex-
plorers and leaders.

In June, we will have a “group camp” at Haddo where all the Group sections will be
camping together for the first time in a long time!

Friday 28 August will be our annual BBQ alongside our counterparts in Guiding.
This is always a fun event with plenty food available and fun stalls for the kids to
enjoy.

On Sunday 20 September, we will celebrate our actual 100th birthday with a “Big
Birthday Bash” at the Pheasantry at Haddo. This will be open for the public to cele-
brate with us and maybe learn a little more about Scouting.

We will round off the year next December with a Group Christmas party for all the
youngsters to have even more fun!

As a charity, we are continually looking for sponsors or donations to fund the events
we have planned. Do you work for a business with a charity programme? Would



32



33

TBC - Tarves & Barthol Chapel Quarterly Newsletter

Final copy dates for 2020 newsletters
March 2020 edition  final copy date – Friday 14 February 2020

June 2020 edition  final copy date – Friday 15 May 2020

September 2020 edition final copy date – Friday 14 August 2020

December 2020 edition final copy date – Friday 13 November 2020

Reminders will be sent out two weeks and one week before submission dates.
Items for inclusion should include name/contact details and forwarded to

Ruth Nisbet at tbc.editor@btinternet.com – thank you.

Advertising rates for 2020
Advertising is available for 7 whole page colour adverts, with the remainder of
whole page, half page and quarter pages in black and white.

Colour – whole page only £40.00

Black and white - whole page  £20.00

Black and white - half page £11.00

Black and white - quarter page £6.00

Invoices for 2020 advertising will be sent out in February 2020, and charged for
the whole year.  If you decide to cancel your advertising, a refund for these
cancelled adverts will be returned to you.

Adverts should be sent to the tbc.editor email above and also to
dem.brown@btinternet.com.

they be willing to sponsor part or all an event? Email the address below for fur-
ther details.

To further commemorate this landmark, we have produced a 2020 Group Cal-
endar, and a refreshed edition of “the book” – chronicling the history of Methlick
Scouting from 1980 to the present day. The previous v.1 of the book took us
from 1920 – 1980.

Both the book and calendar are available to purchase from the Scout Group, or
by emailing:

100methlickscoutgroup@gmail.com
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CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

t: 01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m: 07720 444718
e: info@grantplumbingandheating.com
w: www.grantplumbingandheating.com

Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissioned

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

BOILER CHANGES
CENTRAL HEATING
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In October 1st Tarves Brownies joined with units all over the UK as part of
Girlguiding’s Future Girls Initiative to focus on plastic. We discussed recycling,
re-using, reducing and ultimately re-thinking our use of ‘single use plastic’ for a
better environment. We learnt that crisp packets in particular are a huge ‘plastic’
problem due to the difficulty in recycling by regular means. In consideration of
this we are very excited to be supporting ‘Crisp Packets for Helimed 79’ a char-
ity set up to raise funds through the re-cycling of crisp packets (in association
with Terracycle), to support a second air ambulance to be based at Dyce in
2020. Tarves Spar have kindly agreed to be a collection point and we look for-
ward to receiving your donations of empty crisp packets to pass onto this very
worthwhile charity.

The Brownies once again hosted a very successful Macmillan Coffee Evening for
friends and family, raising £218 for a very worthy cause. They were the perfect
hosts ensuring guests were well supplied with cakes, tea and coffee and enter-
tained them with some of their favourite camp songs. Thank you to all the par-
ents, grandparents and special guests who supported us.

Our ‘I’m a Survivor – Guide me out of here!’ camp at Templars Park was great
fun and the girls enjoyed, amongst other things, archery, climbing, bush tucker
trials, map reading and making fires!

We’ve had a busy start to this term with unit representatives taking part in the
Remembrance Service at Tarves Church on Sunday 10 November, where they
laid a handmade wreath to remember and commemorate those who have died in
the wars.  Thank you to everyone who supported the girls at Tarves Bonfire
Night. They had a busy evening selling sweet treats and cakes to help fundraise
for their Jamboree next Summer.

We are looking forward to a fun couple of weeks including STEM activities at
Aberdeenshire libraries in Meldrum, carol singing at
Hanover, our annual Foodbank collection and a trip
to Inverurie Pantomime to see Peter Pan. A special
mention of thanks to Meldrum Rotary for their gener-
ous donation to the unit to purchase new cooking
equipment, we look forward to lots more cooking
opportunities next term.

1st Tarves Brownies (for girls aged 7-10) meet on a
Wednesday evening 6.15-7.30pm at Tarves Primary School. Please email
Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com for further information or check out
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk
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Presly Pest Control Ltd
Independent Specialists

in all aspects of Pest Control for
North East Scotland

High calibre fully trained staff.
High-level contact.  No sales staff.

Contract work & tenders welcome.
Initial site survey non chargeable

01651 851234 spresly@aol.com

Mains of Auquhorthies, Oldmeldrum,
Inverurie, Aberdeenshire  AB51 8DQ

A1 Taxis and Cabs 4 U
airport runs and pick ups

friendly reliable service. 8 seater bus available

For bookings:
01358 729066 or

07909 231 485
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‘A Final Family Reunion’
I was delighted when ‘A Barthol Chapel Family
Reunion” was included in the TBC Newsletter
in March 2018, regarding my family plaques
being transferred from Kettering to Barthol
Chapel Graveyard.

Since then, my family research uncovered
facts that my great grandfather, Charles Ren-
nie and his second wife Margaret Donald had
unknowingly been buried in this same family
grave as my grandparents William and Helen
Rennie, and their dear daughter Ella who died
in infancy.

Close examination of the Rennie family head-
stone showed there was space to allow a suit-
able inscription for both Charles and Margaret.
These have been added, through the goodwill
of many of our extended family, and the head-
stone cleaned and all inscriptions beautifully painted.

Thank you, Members of the Rennie Clan…..All Flobbets Fans!

From Derek Mutch, Old Sawley, Nottinghamshire

Barthol Chapel Church repairs.
The North Wind doth blow and we shall have snow…but all will be warm and dry in
Barthol Chapel Kirk!

By the time you read this, the roof on Barthol Chapel church will have been com-
pletely re-slated, the East Wall repointed and the roof space insulated.  So, the Bar-
thol Chapel welcome  -  which is always warm - will be even warmer!

This has been possible through the generosity of the congregation, various trusts
including the Bard, Ferguson and Allchurches, the General Trustees of the Church of
Scotland and some marvellous, unexpected gifts that made all the difference.  Thank
you very much to all who have helped us “raise the roof”.

We are also very grateful to Martin Dow Slaters for a fine job, working in all weath-
ers, to JHJ Insulations and to Covell Matthews and Phil Booth for project managing
the works.

So now all is ready for the BIG Project to re-order the interior to create the multi-use,
accessible,flexible space imagined in the exciting plans,
(www.bartholchapel.com/copy-of-the-big-project ) when and if there is interest and
energy  to carry the plans forward.   If you are interested in being actively involved in
the next stage, please contact Jennie Chalmers [873963] or e mail
churchproject@bartholchapel.com
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REFLEXOLOGY
Promotes Good Health and Relaxation

ROSEMARY RICHARDSON
MSIR   MAR

Experienced Reflexologist
Home visits and gift vouchers available

2 Craigdam Cottages, Craigdam, Tarves

01651 851612

THE SHED HEALTH CLUB

Based in the heart of the
Aberdeenshire countryside,

the Shed Health Club is
more than just a gym.

We have revolutionary, unrivalled equipment and Personal
Trainers in our state-of-the-art fitness facility.

Mobile: 07808 216300
Please visit our website for more information.

www.theshedhealthclub.co.uk info@theshedhealthclub.co.uk
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Ellon and District Men’s Shed

October 2019 marked 6 years since the first meeting took place in October
2013 to establish a Men’s Shed in Ellon. The Shed’s official opening followed in
June 2017 and continues to be a success.  Our concerns over the Shed lease
from the council have been eased by the guarantee date being extended from
October 22 to October 2025.

Our Shed open day before Christmas will be on Saturday 7 December 11am to
3pm, so come along and see what we men get up to, and what has been made
in the Shed.

We had an enjoyable evening talking to the Barthol Chapel Guild in October
about the Ellon Men’s Shed, and good to know that the Guild and Men’s Shed
objectives are aligned in generating companionship in the community and be-
yond.  I am still singing “if I had a hammer”, which only the Guild will under-
stand.

Generous donations from local residents have continued, and we have had
joinery tools from Dorothy Reid, book shelving from Mick Gordon, a filing cabi-
net from John Revel, office supplies/scanner from Ken Johnson, stationary en-
gine from Mike MacDonald and a variety of tools just dropped off at the Shed.
Bill Higgins is a further welcome member, and has sorted out concrete blocks
and anchor plates for the polytunnel frame foundations, so we should now have
an operational polytunnel by next Spring.  If anyone is getting rid of a stainless-
steel sink top, the Shed garden group would make good use of it.

The BSA Bantam motor bikes are still being worked on, and a bicycle refurbish-
ment area is up and running.  The Strathspey railway barrow is being refur-
bished and just needs some final touches, and a Santa sleigh is being
constructed for a Christmas display on Boat of Garten station. The model rail-
way is still going strong with more to set up.

The photography group is coming together, and the wood turners are very ac-
tive.

The Co-op local community fund have included the Ellon Men’s Shed in their
awards for 2020, so become Co-op members and let the Shed receive 1% from
Co-op purchases, which includes funeral plans. The Shed quiz night at the El-
lon Golf club in October raised £775 and thanks goes to all our supporters

Shed open times are: 10am and 4pm on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursday.
The wood turners use it on Thursday evenings from 6pm to 9pm.

The Shed address is Hospital Road, Ellon, AB41 9AW

Telephone 01358 725849      Email ellonmensshed@gmail.com

Website  http://ellonanddistrictmensshed.blogspot.co.uk

Keith Stoker
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Barthol Chapel Guild
The darker evenings of winter mean a welcome return to our Guild
meetings, and time to enjoy the fellowship and friendships we are
lucky to share in Barthol Chapel.

Our first guest of the session in October was Keith Stoker from Ellon
and District Men's Shed. We were most interested to learn about the
ethos and work of this charitable group, especially as it complements
the theme of our Guild this year 'Companions on the Road'.  They
have developed a large and varied work area as 'a place for men to

meet, have a laugh or pursue a hobby'. May we wish them well in all their future
plans, and we will continue to read their updates in the TBC Newsletter

Our November guest unfortunately had to reschedule, but we look forward to having
Christine McWhirter, our Ministry Student, join us at a future date to share her 'Faith
Journey' and have some time when we can get to know each other.

In December, our meeting takes the form of an informal Christmas get-together
when we look forward to an evening of socialising and sharing some festive fayre
with friends and guests.

Barthol Chapel Guild is a small, informal group who usually meet on the first
Wednesday evening of the month throughout the session, our next meeting is on
Wednesday 5th February.

We start at 7.30pm and meet at 'Fuathcul', Barthol Chapel.  We would be delighted
to welcome anyone along to our evenings to enjoy some shared time together in fel-
lowship, prayer, praise and friendship as part of the Church of Scotland Guild.

If you would like to join us or if you have any experiences, interests or charitable
work you could share as a guest speaker, please get in touch.

Helen Mennie      01651 806366      helen.c.mennie@gmail.com

Udny Station Indoor Bowling Club
The Club continues to meet every Monday and Wednesday evenings from
7.30 – 9.30pm in the Youth Hall, Tarves, until April.  We seem to be going
from strength to strength with an increased membership this season.

The Club hosted this season’s league triples competition over one week-
end in November and will host the competition in January.  Our own com-

petitions have started and will continue over the
course of the season.

Please let any of the members know if you would like
to come along and try indoor bowling. You would be
made most welcome.

John Dickson



42



43

Barthol Chapel Kirk News
This autumn we celebrated Harvest with a colourful array of produce which was went
to the Foodbank in Ellon. Thanks to everyone who decorated the church, transported
the food and gave donations so generously.  We also marked Remembrance Sun-
day with a well-attended service.

Our Christmas services include:

Sunday 22 December – 9:45am  All-age worship
   7:00pm   Lessons and Carols service

An opportunity to sing some of your favourite carols and enjoy some festive refresh-
ments.

Sunday 24 December – 7.00pm United service at Tarves

Please note that there is no service on Christmas Day at Barthol Chapel or Tarves.
However, there is a traditional Christmas service held at Haddo House Chapel at
10.30 am.

The Café has been continuing to draw a good crowd of people from the local com-
munity and sometimes a little further afield!  It is lovely way to meet, catch up and eat
some fine pieces! We had a very successful morning in aid of Macmillan in Septem-
ber raising nearly £370 – a big thank you from Anna Jamieson to everyone who
helped make it such a success.

We continue to meet every second Saturday of the month, and could do with more
volunteers to serve the refreshments and wash up afterwards. No catering experi-
ence required – there is lots of friendly assistance on hand!

Logs Logs Logs : Barthol Chapel Church
Hardwood logs in manageable lengths for sale, bundle
sizes to suite,  priced accordingly.

Please contact Peter Chalmers - 01651 873963

If you would like to be part of the volunteer team one weekend, please con-
tact Jennie Chalmers {873963}, Katherine Williams {806634}

or Lindsey Taylor {07437 011338}

2nd Saturday of every month,
10 – 11:30am

in BARTHOL CHAPEL CHURCH.

Tea, coffee, scones, fine pieces and always a cheery welcome.
Come and meet old friends and make new ones.
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 Est www.scot-clad.co.uk cuminestown 30yrs
 1999  Exp.

LOCAL SPECIALISTS IN PVC
FASCIAS - SOFFITS - CLADDING

GUTTERING - DRY VERGE
Rotten timber removed

also High Performance PVC Windows and Doors
In a choice of colours

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE AND SURVEY
Tel 01888 544314
Mob 07801584588

4 MAIN STREET, CUMINESTOWN, AB53 5YJ
E-mail  stuart.scotclad@gmail.com
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Pup n Go
   Dog Walking
   & Pet Services

Dog Walking – Individual dog walks, available on a regular basis or
as required.  Duration: 30 minutes or 1 hour.

Pet Services – Home alone visits can be made once or twice a day
to ensure all your pets needs are met during your absence.

Contact: Debbie Thomson on 07775 853374
pupngotarves@gmail.com

Facebook page also available @pupngo

Fully Insured – Police Checked – Trained Canine First Responder
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All electrical work
undertaken

Over 10 years experience

Phone: 07828 242535
Email:   aduguidelectrical@outlook.com

Web:    aduguidelectrical.co.uk
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Since the September newsletter, the branch has
enjoyed an outing to the Garioch Loco Works in
Inverurie.   We found this very informative and a
great tribute to the town's history and community
life.

We also enjoyed the ‘suitcase of artefacts' by local authoress Deborah Leslie.
Much of this was expressed in poetry/story-telling and was extremely humorous
and entertaining.  In October, we did hands on felting with Fiona Crosswell – a
new craft for us to try. It was fun and creative with natural wool and sharp nee-
dles. No serious injuries were reported!

Our November concert took place on the evening of  Wednesday 20 November
when we had a evening of music and song from “Garioch Blend”.  Our next meet-
ings are:
 *    January 15th – Armchair exercise
 *    February 12th – Recycling for CLAN

In January a GCRA+ representative will be demonstrating exercises for members
and their less active relatives/friends as recommended. The February meeting
with Lindsey Taylor will be giving advice on recyclables we are unsure of.

As always, Barthol Chapel SWI would welcome new members to our branch. You
need no particular skills but may enjoy taking part in fun activities or just enjoy
meeting people. We meet on the third Wednesday of each month at Barthol
Chapel School.  However, dates vary due to school holidays so please phone the
number below for up to date information.

For more information please contact Hazel Skinner (secretary) on 01651 806888

Barthol Chapel Scottish Women’s Institute

Haddo House Choral & Operatic Society

The above Society invite you to a concert of Christmas
Carols in Tarves Church on Thursday 19 December
2019 at 7.30pm.  Come and hear Dr Roger Williams on
the organ, sing old favourites and hear some lesser
known carols conducted by Dr Paul Tierney. Tickets
are £10 on the door.

If you enjoy singing opera, oratorios and other music,
please join us in The Peatyards at Haddo on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm with all
welcome - especially a budding Pavarotti out there.  Check our website or contact
Andy Clubb 01358 761226

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas.
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News from the Square

Didn’t the Square and surrounding area look beautiful this summer and thanks
must go to all my hardworking team who keep the village looking colourful.  Their
efforts were rewarded with “Runner-Up” in the Formartine in
Bloom competition at the awards ceremony in September.

The have been hard at work again lifting all the summer bedding
and the tubs & boxes have all been planted up with bulbs, poly-
anthus and pansies.  Keep a look out in the spring for “Pink”
daffodils.  Something a bit different!

Winter is here with cold frosty mornings so  take care everyone
as you walk around the village.  Think it’s time to get my woolly
scarf on!

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Health &
Happiness in 2020.

“The Tarves Plooman”

Tarves Flower Show
A ‘Date for Your Diary”-

Tarves Flower Show will be held on Saturday, 8th August 2020 in the Melvin Hall

On behalf of the Flower Show committee I would like to wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year and we look forward to your con-
tinued support and goodwill in 2020.

Sheila Ewen

Tarves Bonfire Night
Once again, our indebted thanks go to the team be-
hind the organising of this event, and I am sure the
firework display just gets better and better with every
year that passes.

On behalf of the community, thank you for all your
hard work and long may our bonfire night continue.

As I write this, the Christmas Lights are being put up
in the square and along the street, and as one little

one said it is like a fairy tale wonderland when all the houses are lit up - keep up the
magic for them.  I’m sure this year’s display will be as great as in previous years
Thank you to all who help with this.
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+ - MATHS TUITION
Do you struggle with Maths?  Are you flummoxed by

algebra or bamboozled by calculus?

Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience
for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed.

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 DBS checked

Mon – Sat 9am – 4pm

Sun 10am – 4pm

The Old School, 3 The Square,
Tarves, Ellon AB41 7GX

Tel: 01651 851489

Friendly, casual atmosphere for
breakfast, lunch, coffee & tea.

Great selection of home bakes & desserts. Also ice cream.
Good range of gifts & cards

or visit our website
www.themurlytuck.co.uk
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The Hut
The Hut Youth Project 7-9pm Mondays, for local youth aged 12-25

(behind the Primary School)
A big thank you to Ray Still a Pitmedden First Responder, and Pauline Robson
from Grampian Care Skills who, in-line with ‘Restart a Heart Campaign’, ran a defi-
brillator awareness session for our young people.  It was a very informative ses-
sion, and the members felt much more confident with their abilities to use the
defibrillator and help someone should the need arise. Thank you to Tarves Com-
munity Council for helping cover costs associated with the evening.

We have enjoyed a variety of activities including water fights, marshmallow toast-
ing, a Halloween themed evening, ‘getting to know you’ games, a leaflet drop for
Tarves Kirk and lots of Minecraft!  Mental Health was discussed for Mental Health
awareness week and chatter-boxes made to promote the importance of ‘starting
conversations’.   We are now making plans for our annual collection for the Aber-
deenshire North food bank, and an end of term ten pin bowling night.

The young people have challenged themselves whilst having fun and enjoyed
working towards their High 5s, an accredited Youth Scotland Achievement Award
Scheme.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support us.  Please check out our Face-
book page to keep updated on what we are getting up to: The Hut Youth Project
Tarves.

Jane Thom Bequest
Mrs Jane Thom, was born at Craigdam, she died in the 1930s and left a modest
bequest which is now managed by a local committee. The terms of the trust state
that funds were intended to be disbursed to persons of any age residing in the
Parish of Tarves who may have a legitimate need and would otherwise find diffi-
culty.

To date we have funded a wide variety of individuals and would encourage per-
sons of any age to make an application if they feel they have a legitimate need.
All approaches will be considered and dealt with in the strictest of confidence by
the committee.

To apply contact Bob Davidson (Chairman) Tel 01651 851112
TCC.Chairman@tarves.org.uk or by post or self-delivery marked private and con-
fidential to Jane Thom Bequest, CC Post Box, Tarves Post Office, The Square,
Tarves, Ellon, AB41 7GX.



William D Massie
Funeral Directors
Est 1945

Family owned and run business
All types of funerals arranged
Compassionate and professional
service
Offering support, reassurance
and guidance
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral
plans available

Duthie Road, Tarves
01651 851205

maureen@wdmassie.co,uk
www.wdmassie.co.uk

Members of the National Association of
Funeral Directors
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Mark Harrison

Plastering Services
Cairnhill Bothy

 Tarves
Tel: 01358 761438
Mob: 07801 385980

For availability and all booking
details please contact

John Reville

07807 280913

MUNRO SWEEPS

● Traditional & power
sweeping

● Cowels / bird guards /
nest removal

● CCTV check
● HETAS qualified stove installer
● Fully Insured

Member of the Guild of Master
Chimney Sweeps

Munrosweeps@gmail,com
www.munrosweeps.co.uk

Mobile: 07854669170
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Haddo Estate
Firewood

Hardwood & softwood
logs available for prompt

delivery.

Please call

01651  851664



ADVERTISERS INDEX
Business Service Page Telephone
Rev Dr Alison Swindells Minister  851295
A1 Taxis Taxi & Cabs 32 87909 231485
Aberdeen Arms Bar/ Restaurant 48 851214
Artier Graphic & Web design 30 851774
Mike Beaton (MAB) Plumbing & Heating 14 851393
Bede House B&B 24 851814
Care Direct Ltd Professional Home Care 45 01651 873511
Claire@ Nethermill Beauty Therapist 8 07792 759791
Ian Chick Driving Instructor 16 851971
Coffee Apothecary Cafe    Ellon and 32 01358 721946
             Pitmedden 32 842253
Jane & Amy Collinson Maths Tuition   50   851233
Diamond Sweeps Chimney Sweep 8 07594 634409
Jim Dow Pest Control        16        07778 579399
A Duguid Electrical 46 07828 242535
Michael Duncan Builders 18 01358 789562
John Duncan Ground works 14  01888 511453
Jill Grant Hair Stylist 22 851465
Grant Plumbing & Heating Oil Heating specialists 34 07720 444718
Haddo Estate Firewood 53 851664
Hall Bookings Melvin Hall - J Reville 44 07807 280913
 Youth Hall - M Barrack 44 851368
Inverurie Website Design Website Design 44 01467 809110
Charlie Ligertwood Joiner 16 07889 770250
Mark Harrison Plastering 52 01358 761438
William D Massie Funeral Director 52 851205
Massie Mechanical Services Vehicle Repairs 40 07719 452924
Michael’s Mobile Tyres Tyre fitting & Auto Services 53 07796 827738
John S Middleton Electrician 16 851662
Munro Sweeps Chimney Sweep 52 07854 669170
Murly Tuck Cafe 50 01651 851489
Presly Pest Control Pest control 36 851234
Pup n Go Dog Walking etc 45 07775 853374
D & J Ritchie  Car Bodywork & Kitchens 12 843120
Elizabeth Ross Physiotherapy 24 851812
Rosemary Richardson Reflexology 38 851612
Scot-clad PVC products 44 01888 544314
The Shed Health & Fitness 38 07808 216300
Simply Bliss Massage with Jo Lipp 53 07835410690
SPAR Tarves Local Shop 42 851208
SSM Services Mechanical Repairs 10 07917 181093
Colin Taylor Slating and roofing 22 851395
Tolquhon Gallery Gallery 2 842343
E Watson Joinery Quality Joinery Solutions       30 07854105608
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