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The Vicar is available for consultation and enquiries by appointment.  

Please ring the Parish  Office.  
 

Articles for the next monthôs magazine should be sent to  

The Parish Office  (email: stmartins@stmartinswestacton .com)  

Please title the email ñmagazine itemò 

They should reach the Editor by 2 7 t h May . 

The June  magazine will be on sale by 1st June . 
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Tradition  

 

May is the month when the days are getting longer and 

we hope to see some fine weather. The trees are coming 

into full leaf and there is a freshness and sense of renewal 

in nature ; a time of hopefulness and anticipation.  

 

In St Martinôs, as well as celebrating Pentecost, we mark 

the season of Rogationtide and its association with 

Ascensiontide.   Rogation comes from the Latin word, 

óRogareô which means óto askô.  In the strictly Biblical 

context, the chief thing to ask for i s the spirit of God to 

enable us to become true children of God.  

 

The old Roman festival of óTerminaliaô or óboundariesô was 

adapted by the church and became a service and 

procession -  the óBeating of Boundsô. The rogation themes 

of blessing the fields and beating the bounds were 

commended in the 1630s by the poet George Herbert.   He 

said that processions should be encouraged for four 

reasons:  1)a blessing of God for the fruits of the field 

2)Justice in the preservation of the bounds 3)Charity in 

loving, wal king and neighbourly accompanying one 

another and with reconciling any differences 4) Mercy in 

relieving poverty and distributing largesse.  

 

Today we live in a city and times have changed, but here 

at St Martinôs we remind ourselves of this ancient tradition 

when we have our Family Service on 13 th  May .  

Rogationtide  follows on from the Easter season of 

resurrection and renewal.  We ask for Godôs blessing on 3 

 



our countryside .  We are once again reminded that we all 

have a duty to care for Godôs creation. We are also 

reminded of the extent of our parish and our wish to serve 

all those who live within its boundaries as well as all those 

whom we meet in our daily lives.  

The Christian virtues associated with Rogation are those of 

Hope, Justice and Charity.  

 

As a congregation we are encouraged to look forward 

together, conscious of Godôs faithfulness and goodness to 

us over the years. In the words of St Richard of 

Chichester, we pray :   

 

Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ.  

For all the benefits Thou hast given me,.  

For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me  

O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother,  

May we know thee more clearly,.  

Love thee more dearly,  

Follow thee more nearly  

Day by day.  

Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



Saints in Our Windows  

 
Augustine  of Hippo  ï Bishop &  Teacher of the Faith  

 
Augustine was born in North Africa in 354. His career as 

an orator and rhetorician led him fro m Carthage  to Rome 
and then to Milan where the Imperial Court  then resided. 

He was a passionate and sensual young man who rejected 
Christianity.  

 
Gradually, under the influence of his mother Monica, and 

then of Ambrose, Augustine began to look afresh at the 
Scriptures. He was baptized by Ambrose at the Easter Vigil  

in the year 387 (pictured in our window). Not long after 
returning to North Africa he was ordained priest, and then 

became Bishop of Hippo.  

 
It is difficult to overestimate the influence of  Augustine on 

the subsequent development of European thought. A huge 
body of his sermons and writings have been preserved, 

through all of which runs the theme of the sovereignty of 
the grace of God, He died in the year 430  

 
FEAST DAY:  August 28 th    

 
PRAY ER:  

Merciful Lord,  
who turned Augustine from his sins  

to be a faithful bishop and teacher:  
grant that we may follow him in penitence and discipline  

till our restless hearts find their rest in you;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord . 
Amen  

 



 
 

 



Baptism with the Vicar  

 
Photos from a recent baptism the former Vicar of St. 

Martin's Parish officiated.  
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