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Lightbringers

In February we reach the end
of the Epiphany season. At this
time we remember the
presentation of the baby Jesus
in the Temple. Forty days after
the birth of a son, it was the
custom for Jewish parents to
take their baby to the Temple
in Jerusalem. We read in Luke’s Gospel that Mary and
Joseph went to the Temple with their baby to give thanks
to God. We also read that this was the occasion on which
both Simeon and Anna recognised that this baby was to
become the promised Messiah.
Simeon said that Christ was to be a Light to lighten all
people. We remember this as we celebrate Candlemas, a
festival of light. At St Martin’s we have a family service in
which we each hold a lighted candle. February is often a
dreary and dark month and it is good to be reminded of
Christ’s guiding light in the world.
On 25 February, we shall hold our Annual Church
meeting. This is an opportunity for us to give thanks to
God for all the blessings which we have received, to
review our finances and other achievements and to reflect
on our future when we lose the long-serving ministry of
our present vicar. We can be certain that whatever the
future holds for us, the love of God will go with us and our
intention will be to share this with each other and with all
whom we meet.
th

Margaret Jones
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Christmas Bazaar

Thank you to everyone who attended the bazaar and donated towards
the Church; your generosity is what keeps the Church we know alive,
and we could not be more grateful. An additional thanks to Jackie,
who organised the festivities.
The total takings for the day were £1841.21, once again many
thanks for all the donations.
There was even a surprise visit from Santa himself!
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The Advent Carol Service

The 133rd Bishop of London
I am delighted that Downing Street has today announced the
name of the 133rd Bishop of London — the Rt Revd Sarah
Mullally DBE, currently Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese of
Exeter.
Bishop Sarah has proven qualities of leadership and
commitment to collaborative working. Her work in the public
square uniquely equips her for the important outward focus
that is required in leading the Diocese in this great World City.
She also brings strong experience of parish and cathedral life,
and sees her vocational experience as nurse, civil servant,
priest, and bishop as a totality.
This is an exciting time in the life of the Diocese of London as
we seek, under God, to build on the strong legacy left by
Bishop Richard and to develop Capital Vision 2020 on into the
next decade. As a Diocese, we have been successful in
receiving several tranches of Strategic Development Funding,
and we have much to do to develop the life of both traditional
parishes and church plants, chaplaincies,
and niche congregations. Bishop Sarah will challenge us to
think afresh about what is involved in the re-evangelisation of
London and the ways in which we engage with our city with
confidence, compassion, and creativity.
Along with the rest of my colleagues in the Senior Staff, I
welcome the announcement of Bishop Sarah's appointment
and look forward with excitement to working under her
leadership as our Diocesan Bishop.
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The date of her installation will be announced in due course,
as will the arrangements for her to meet the Diocese. In the
meantime, please pray for Bishop Sarah and her husband
Eamonn as they prepare for the move to London. Please pray
particularly for the practical arrangements for housing while
renovation works are carried out at the Old Deanery.
With best wishes for Advent and Christmas. May you know
and experience the joy of the incarnate Christ Child.

Pete Broadbent
Acting Bishop of London & Bishop for the Two Cities
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Diocese of London plans for the next 5 years and budget for 2018
With the start of the New Year, we wanted to share with you some of the
key elements from the London Diocesan Fund 5 year plan (which we
refresh each year) and the 2018 budget, which were approved at the end
of last year.
Our overall purpose remains the same – of doing everything we can to
support the mission and growth of the church in London.
This is put into practice in the 5-year plan which consists of two parts: the
planned activities and the financial plans to resource them. We have
summarised the activities we will be undertaking in 6 major objectives, 5
of which are carried forward from the current plan:
1. Taking forward Capital Vision 2020
9
2. Investing in establishing a Christian
presence in London’s major
new development areas
3. Encouraging growth in lay discipleship and leadership and
promoting diversity
4. Investing in the well-being of our clergy and chaplains
5. Developing existing and new services to support our clergy and
parishes well
6. Overseeing the transition to a new Bishop of London
These plans are built on the aim of being affordable and sustainable. We
have three core parts to our financial framework, and the key points from
each are:
-

General Fund




This is balanced for 2018 as a result of your generous common
fund pledges along with the increased investment property
income (which we have increased by over £1.5m, or more than
doubled, over the last four years)
We foresee challenges in years 3 to 5 if the trust income
reduces and the costs of training the increased number of
ordinands are not partly covered by the National Church. As a
result, we are actively looking at ways to address this.

-

Capital Vision 2020


-

This is now fully funded to 2020, partly as a result of the
successful fundraising for the Richard Chartres Fund for London.

Capital strategy


This sets out our plans to release capital sums from parsonage
developments over a number of years and how we will be reinvesting a large proportion of these funds ininstalling double
glazing in vicarages (as part of the quinquennial and ingoing
works programmes) and establishing some new churches in
major development areas.

We have also been successful in securing trust funding for our Capital
Youth strategy and for work overseen by the Bishop of Islington. This
has enabled us to fund some additional posts funded outside of the
General Fund.
If you would like to understand more about our plans please have a word
with ourselves, or speak with one of the team.
We are blessed with talented people across the Diocese, an inspiring
strategy in Capital Vision 2020 and some resources to invest – but we
are reminded that it is God’s work. So we pray that God will take our
plans, and use them, and shape them as he sees fit, and for his glory.
Thank you for all you are doing and for your partnership,

Pete Broadbent
Acting Bishop of London

Richard Gough
General Secretary
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The New Vicar
As I am sure many of you know, our Vicar Nick is retiring this coming
April. Before then, he is taking a brief sabbatical to clear out the
Vicarage and get things in order. We will have a final farewell service
on Sunday 4th March at 10am.
In the meantime, the Church Council have been putting together
plans to ensure that the Church continues to sail smoothly after Nick’s
departure, including an advertisement for a new vicar.
However, they would like the congregation to engage in this process,
as it is their Church and their vicar. If there is anything you would like
included in the advertisement, please speak to one of the Church
Council members or answer the survey in the online mailing.
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Editorial

As we enter February, most of the Winter is behind us. We look for
the coming of spring, expectantly waiting for the bitter winds and rain
to settle down.
However, there are still challenges ahead. As we prepare to say
goodbye to Nick, we look for a new vicar to take his place. This new
beginning may make us uncertain, but it also inspires us to be
hopeful. the saying goes, 'when one door closes, another opens. But
we are oftentimes too preoccupied with the door that has closed to
notice the one which has opened in front of us.'
As a congregation, we need to be able to see the opportunity before
us; and not dwell too long on the door that has closed. As a
congregation, we pray to God that he not only takes care of Nick as
he departs after many years of service, but that he continues to let
his hand save and protect not just our church, but the Church as a
whole.
As Spring reaches to us for its new beginnings, so must we reach out,
to friend and neighbour, brother and sister, mother and father. A new
beginning is a chance to repair relationships; yet also a chance to
make them.
Alex Chan

LENT AT ST. MARTIN’S
Lent starts on February 14th – so coming soon, as we are
putting together sermons and a Lent group and Project. It
is still a little in the planning state, but here is what is
happening so far!
5 MARKS OF MISSION – LENT GROUP
Thursdays at 8pm in the Parish Room
with Lent Supper – (contributions to Lent charity)
Feb 22nd
TELL – To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
March 1st
TEACH – To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
March 8th
TEND – To respond to human need by loving service
March 15th
TRANSFORM – To transform unjust structures of society,
to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and
reconciliation
March 22nd
TREASURE - To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth
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5 MARKS OF MISSION - SUNDAY SERMONS
Feb 18th - TELL – To proclaim the Good News of the
Kingdom Feb 25th – before APCM - TEACH – To teach, baptise and
nurture new believers
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(March 4th – NICK’S FAREWELL)
March 11th – Mothering Sunday (All Age Service) – TEND –
To respond to human need by loving service
March 18th – TREASURE - To strive to safeguard the
integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the
earth - Preacher: Bryony

March 25th – Palm Sunday – TRANSFORM – To transform
unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every
kind and pursue peace and reconciliation - Preacher:
5 MARKS OF MISSION – LENT PROJECT
To encourage the people of St Martin’s to look at one
another and out into the parish and beyond, in terms of
the 5 Marks of Mission, to discover where the
congregation might be able to engage in outreach.
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Saints in Our Windows
Jesus & the little children
“Then little children were being brought
to him in order that he might lay his
hands on them and pray. The disciples
spoke sternly to those who brought
them; but Jesus said, ‘Let the little
children come to me, and do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs.’ And he laid
his hands on them and went on his
way.”
Matthew 9:13-15
PRAYER:
Lord God, our Father,
free me to be a child.
Free me to know myself
loved by you.
Free me of pride and pretence.
Release me from all the futile and unnecessary attempts
to prove myself worthy of your love.
Let me know the humble prayer
of being your much loved child.
We ask this in the name of your Son our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
Amen
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Quiz Page
Below are the 10 most commonly visited countries. Rearrange into
the correct order, starting with the most common.
1. China
2. Spain
3. Italy
4. Germany
5. USA
6. Malaysia
7. Turkey
8. France
9. Russia
10. UK
Please write answers below.

Last Week's Answers

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1. _____________________
2. _____________________
3. _____________________
4. _____________________
5. _____________________
6. _____________________
7. _____________________
8. _____________________
9. _____________________
10. _____________________
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Sparrow
Starling
Blue tit
Blackbird
Woodpigeon
Goldfinch
Chaffinch
Great Tit
Robin
Long-Tailed Tit
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Usual Sunday Services
8am: Holy Communion
10am: Parish Communion
6.30pm: Evensong
Our Junior Church meets in the Church Hall at 10am
except when there is an All-Age or Parade Service.
Japanese Anglican Church UK
meets every third Sunday of the month:
(except July, August and December)
3pm Bible Study and Evening Worship in Japanese
Every Wednesday at 25 Birch Grove, W3
11am: Informal Eucharist followed by the Coffee Club at 11.30am
You can make a donation from your mobile phone.
For example to donate £5: text STMA34 £5 to 70070
You can donate any amount you wish.

