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Flaming June.  

 

óFlaming Juneô is the title given to this 

month by folklore. It is thought also 

to have been inspired by the 

Victorian painter Sir Fredric Leighton 

who in 1885 painted a woman resting 

in the heat of a summerôs day. 

Leighton was a painter and a poet 

and strangely also the holde r of the shortest lived peerage in history 

dying one day after being enobled as 1 st Baron Leighton.  

 

Weatherwise the month is more contrary and is often influenced by 

what is known as the óEupoean Monsoonô.  This is not a true monsoon 

but a tendency for we sterly winds to resume their dominance (with 

associated winds and rain) in June and July.  These can often make 

June a rather óhit and missô meteorological  event.   

 

Thereôs less uncertainty about the Christian calendar as this year June 

will include on 4 th June Whitsun or Pentecost as it is nowadays known. 

That Sunday we mark the holy mystery and power of the Holy Spirit 

(see Acts 2 verses 1 -21). Then on the 11 th  June there is Trinity 

Sunday celebrating, God as Father Son and Holy Spirit. Trinity Sunday 

is always reckoned to be the most difficult to preach on because of the 

potential complexities of explaining God as three persons in one God.  

No doubt your preachers will rise to the occasion especially as this 

year we shall hold our Summer Fair on the next  Sunday 18 th  June 

when we shall also have a service to celebrate the baptisms of all 

those christened over the last five years.  

 

Thereafter itôs into the long season of óSundays after Trinityô when we 

shall continue in our commitment to celebrate Christ in  our lives each 

and every day and never just on a Sunday.  

 

I suppose that I ought also to mention that (in case you hadnôt 

noticed)  there is a general election on Thursday 8 th  June. Itôs not my  
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policy or task to direct you in any way towards any parti cular party.  I 

would say however, that I think those of us who can vote should 

exercise that privilege as there are many over the world who would 

love to have the opportunity to do so.  

 

So this óflaming Juneô come rain, come shine gives plenty for 

Christi ans to think about.  

 

Nicholas  

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
RIP Steve Jerham  

 
We were deeply saddened to learn of 

the death of Steve Jerham (pictured 
wit h his wife Susan) from cancer. 

 Steve and Susan have been associated 

with St Martinôs for many years. His 

funeral took place at St Bar nabasô 
Church, Ealing on Ascension Day 25th 

May.  

 

We shall greatly miss Steveôs resolute 
cheerfulness and friendship. Our t houghts and prayer go to Susan and 

may he rest in peace.'  

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
New Bicycle Rack  

 

 

 

So thatôs where the vicar parks 

his bike ï our new bicycle racks 

at St Martinôs will encourage us 

to be ógreenerô and cycle to 

church.  
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Summer Fair  
 

Sunday June 18th   
 

12noon to 3pm 
 

Lots of fun   

lots to buy  

and refreshments  
 

Come and enjoy a sunny day 
 

Admission: £2; Concessions £1  
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Why is it that  

when you tell a man there are 400 billion stars  

he will believe you,  

but when you tell him there's wet paint  

he has to touch it?  
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Happy Birthday, Margaret!  

 

 

 

Margaret Cunningham 

celebrated her 70th birthday 

on 7th May.   

 

She is pictured here with 

her husband Jim and the 

vicar at her birthday party.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Celebrating our 999 service  
 

The 999 emergency service was introduced 80 years ago this month ï 

on 30 th  June 1937, in the London area only.  

 

It was the first service of its kind in the world, and a  notice in the 

Evening News  suggested that the public should use it only if "the man 

in the flat next to yours is murdering his wife, or you have seen a 

heavily masked cat burglar peering round the stack pipe of the local 

bank buildingò. 

 

For less urgent matters, such as  a lorry coming to rest in their garden, 

people were advised to ñjust call up the local policeò. 

 

The first call resulted in the arrest of a would -be burglar, but not all 

were so serious. Of 1336 calls made in the first week, 91 were prank 

calls.  

 

One of t he more unexpected results of the 999 service was its effect 

on telephone switch -rooms, where a ñraucous buzzerò sounded when 

someone dialled 999. It was reported that ña few of the girls found the 

situation too much and had to be carried outò. 

 

Despite th at, 999 was a big success, but it wasn't until after World 

War Two that it reached most other parts of the UK. It became 

available to the entire country only when all the telephone exchanges 

were automated in 1976.  

 

The idea for an emergency number came af ter operators couldn't be 

reached to alert the fire brigade to a fire that killed five women in 

London's Wimpole Street in 1935. The number 999 was chosen 

because it was easy to dial, even in the dark, on old -style phones. The 

US waited until 1968 to intro duce its own emergency number, 911.  

 

More than half of genuine 999 calls ask for police assistance. The next 

most requested is the ambulance service, followed by the fire brigade 

and, finally, the coastguard.  
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Messing about on the River?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Debois has taken up rowing over the past couple of years ï here 

he is on the Thames in fine form!  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Leuchtturm Visit  

 

 
On the morning of Saturday 6th May the vicar hosted a group of 

German doctors and nurses from óLeuchtturmô. The Lighthouse 

palliati ve care gr oup visited St Martinôs as part of a fact finding tour of 

London to learn how we undertake palliative care here.  

 

After an informal breakfast the seminar was led by the Revôd Michael 

Sserunkuma senior chaplain at Meadow House Hospice.   

ïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïïï 

The boasting boys  
 

Three boys in the schoolyard were bragging about their fathers. The 

first boy said, "My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he 

calls it a poem, they give him £50."  

 

The second boy said,  "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words 

on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him £100."  

 

The third boy said,  "I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words 

on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon. And it takes eight people to 

collect all the money!"  
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