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MARCH  
 

óMarch brings breezes, loud and shrill, 
To stir the dancing daffodil.ô   
From óThe Garden Yearô by Sara Coleridge1802 -1852.  
Sara Coleridge was an English author and translator. She was 

the third child and only daughter of the poet Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge. 
 

Iôve always been of the opinion that poetry is best 

used sparingly and almost never in sermons.  
Poetry is a great medium but it needs very special 

attention.  
 

However, this Vicarôs article has bucked the trend and offers the 
stanza above as a reminder that it reflects a world before cl imate 

change really got going. This year (last year technically) some 

daffodils were out in time for Christmas!   
 

óChange and decay in all around I seeô is another line. This time the 

line comes from Francis Lyteôs hymn óAbide with meô sung to the 

lovely tune of  Henry Monkôs tune óEventideô. The hymn is still a 

regular favourite and poetically affirms the second law of 
thermodynamics.*  
 

This is a rather gloomy start to what i s essentially the vicarôs Lenten 

article, but I must confess that I have always found it to be a rather 
intense season, which is precisely what it is supposed to be!  
 

Despite this St Martinôs has a wonderful history of bucking the trend.  
Starting with th e theological premise that every day is actually post 

Easter Day when Christ is raised, unusually for example, we never 

stop having flowers in the church. We treat Lent and Advent as 

opportunities for positive development ra ther than negative reflection. 
This is important in an increasingly secular society, which 

understandably sees the Church as a whole as giving messages of 

negation, prohibition and self - righteousness.  
 

Fortunately, due to the vagaries of the calendar Easter is early this 

year and comes on Sunday 27 th  March -  Mothering Sunday incidentally 

is on Sunday 6 th  March. This means that the month will enable us to 

celebrate the resurrection sooner rather than later, and why not, itôs a 
message that is good news not bad, positive and not negative, joyful 

and not sad.  
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Of course the reason that the date Easter moves around so much is 

that it is linked to th e Jewish festival of Passover. This in turn is 

related to the old Jewish lunar calendar (thirteen months in a year) 
whilst we use a solar calend ar (twelve months) so you can see that 

they donôt match and accordingly move in respect to each other from 

year to year.  
 

Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury has recently, perhaps as 

an antidote by way of light relief, after his struggles to unite t he 

warring factions of the Anglican Communion, suggested that all the 

Churches should get together to arrange a fixed date of Easter. This 
isnôt a new idea. In 1928 a law was passed in the United Kingdom 

authorising an Order in Council, which would fix the  date of Easter in 

that country as the first Sunday after the second Saturday in April. It 

was never enacted and in reality Archbishop Welby is ówhistling in the 
windô in his hopes to get the Churches to agree on anything as 

sensible as this reform.  
 

So weôre stuck with poetic óchange and decayô and Lent as a 

penitential season but on the other hand we have Jesusô promise: ñI 

am with you always ï to the end of timeò Matthew 20 v 28, and this 

matters above everything else.  
 

Nicholas  
 

*  The second law o f thermodynamics  specifies the characteristic 
change in the entropy of a system undergoing a real process. The law 

accounts for the irreversibility of natural processes, and the 

asymmetry between future and past. In other words óchange and 

decayô. 

ÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓ 
Sanctuary Serving  

 

Following discussion(s) with Nick, I have informed him that I wish to 

step back from óSanctuary Servingô following my life changing ill-

health last winter. I have felt it an honour to be able to serve the 

Church. I also  wish to hand over my role of preparing the Advent 

Wreath.  
 

I look forward to becoming a member of the congregation.  
 

Angela Doe  
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Lent  and Easter 2016  
 

Sermon themes continue at Sunday 10am Parish Communion:  
13 th  March: The meaning of life?  

 

Lent Prayer Workshops  continue  
Tuesday Afternoons in the Parish Room: 2 ï 3.30pm  

An hour of teaching and discussion with ½ hour of silence for praye r. 

Led by the Revôd Brandy Pearson. 

      March 1 st          Prayers and the Senses  

      March 8 th          Prayer and the Natural World  
      March 16 th       Prayer and the News  

 

Mothering Sunday 6 th  March  
10am: All -age service for Mothering Sunday  

Posies will be handed out during the service.  
 

Palm Sunday 20 th  March  
10am Parish Communion with Procession of palms  

 

Maundy Thursday 24 th  March  
8pm: The Last Supper  

 

Good Friday 25 th  March  

10am: Childrenôs Service 
12noon: Stations of the Cross  

 

Easter Eve  26 th  March  

6pm: The Easter Fire Ceremony  
 

Easter Sunday 27 th  March  

8am: Holy Communion  
10am: Easter Parish Communion  

Followed by the Annual Egg Rolling Competition  

6.30pm: Festal Evensong  

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 

WANTED 
 

We are still looking for a table - tennis table for the Youth Group.  

If you know of anyone with one (secondhand or new), please can you 

let the Parish Office know. Thank you.  
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This year the  Bishop of London has asked all parishes in the Diocese 

to support the Diocesan Lenten Appeal. The Bishop writes: ñIt is clear 

that sadly there is no imminent end to the systematic and harsh 

persecution of the Christian Church in Iraq and Syria. A tragedy of 

historic proportions is unfolding and there is a threat to the very 

survival of the Christian population in some of the most ancient 

homelands of our faith. ò 
 

The Diocesan Lenten Appeal is supporting two charities. In Syria the 

charity is Open Doors  which provides emergency food supplies and 

hygiene kits. In Iraq the charity being supported is Aid to the Church 

in Need  which focuses on urgent need for housing and medicine to 

enable the Church to maintain its Christian presence. Further 

information ca n be found in the leaflets in the church or at 

www.london.anglican.org/lentappeal  

Information on Aid to the Church in Need: www.acnuk.org  

Information on Open Doors: www.opendoors.org  
 

We, at St Martinôs will be holding a mini Fair  on Mothering Sunday, 

March 6 th , raising money to support the London Dioces e Lenten 

Appeal . 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
New Chair of CARA  
 
 

Margaret Cunningham is the 

new chair of the local 

Residents Association 
(CARA) here she introduces 

the guest  speaker at the 

annual dinner held in St 

Martinôs Church Hall on 
Thursday 28th January.   
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Shrove Tuesday....  

 

 

The Shrove Tuesday pancake 

party held in the vicarage on 

9th February.  Pancakes were 

made and tossed é and eaten! 

 

 

 
 

z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ 
It is with sadness that we note the passing of Britta 

Snodgrass whose funeral was taken by the vicar 

and Margaret Jones on Thursday 4th February at 

Mortlake  Crematorium. Older members will 

remember Britta and her late husband Nick who 

were members of  our congregation for many years 

until they moved to Brentford.  

z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ z{ 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
 

Revision of the Church Electoral Roll  
will begin on Tuesday 1 st  March 2016  

ending  on Thursday 31 st  March 2016  

Electoral Rolls forms are available from the Parish Office  

or can be found at the back of the church.  
 

At a meeting of parishioners  in the Church Hall on  

Sunday, 24 th  April 2016 at 11.15am  

for the purpose of electing Churchwar dens.  
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting  will take place in the  

Church Hall on Sunday, 24 th  April 2016 at 11.15am  
for the election of twelve parochial representatives  

to serve on the Parochial Church Council.  

ÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓ 
Notices that were lost in translation!!  

Danish airline : We take your bags and send them in all directions.  

Kenyan maternity ward:   No children allowed.  

Beijing shop:   Haircuts half price today.  Only one per customer.  

Swedish furrier:  Fur coats made for ladies from their own  skin.  

ÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓ 
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Bishop of Guinea visits  
 

The Rt Revôd Jacque Boston, Bishop 

of Guinea and Guinea Bissau, West 

Africa visited us for  2 day s in 

February.  The Bishop is seen here 
with some parishioners at a party in 

the vicarage when he  gave a 

presentation about the rec ent Ebola crisis and the churchesô 

response.  Although Guinea is Francophone and Guinea Bis sau  

formerly Portuguese the Anglicans were  there first. Nevertheless the 
Bishop has a diocese bigger than the entire British Isles!  

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
On message in February  

 

ñWhat is the difference between a spell and a prayer?ò This is one of 

two questions on this subject that the group tackled on 14 th  February. 
Is prayer only a kind of sophisticated or evolved spell concerned 

essentially with ensuring that God responds to our needs? The group 

thought that God does answer prayer although that answer may be in 

the negative, and that unlike spells which a re designed to effect a 
specific outcome for the person who is casting the spell, prayer is 

about building and deepening our relationship with God. It is a 

conversation rather than a demand. Prayer is at the heart of our 

relationship with God just as we sh are together when we talk with 
friends.  
 

Our other topic is particularly timely, asking whether Christians should 
campaign to stay in or out of the European Union at the forthcoming 

referendum. Interestingly the group had divergent opinions on this 

politic al question, some in favour of staying in the EU and some in 

favour of leaving. These are political, economic and social decisions 
and it was clear that Christians would not automatically agree on 

them. However it was clear that we believed that Christians  had a 

duty to be responsibly involved because our faith is always something 

which must connect with the wider world. Christ calls us to render to 
Caesar what is Caesarôs and this is not a call to avoid politics but to 

recognise that we are members of a so ciety which needs our input as 

Christians, seeking always to discern that which best expresses the 

love and compassion of God in every situation. Our hope in this 
instance is for the two sides in the debate to provide the information 

that we need to make o ur decision, and that we will find the grace and 

strength to respect one another in our differences.  

Robbie Pearson.  
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Recent Baptisms....  
 

The Burton family  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

The Burton family have been associated with St Martinôs for many 

years and it was a pleasure to christen two new arrivals Cressida Fox 

& Edward James Benedict, pictured her with their parents, godparents 

and grandparents.  Nicholas  

 ñI attended Sunday School in the 1950s and was confirmed at St 
Martins  (1960s), later Neil and James were christened (1970s) ï again 

jointly.   Then of course James and Jenny were married there in 2013.  

Not a bad record for the Burton clan.   Jill Burton ò 
 

Dylan Stote  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dylan Fox Stote  was christened at St Martinôs on Sunday 24th 

January. Pictured here with his parents Richard and Kate and 

godparents and grandparents .  
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Billy Shakespeare  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billy Shakespeare was Christened on Sunday 31st January at the 

10am Candlemas  All Age service. Here he is pictured with his parents 

and godparents.  
 

Charlotte Phinn  
 

Charlotte Suzu Phinn was Christened  at the Parish Communion on 

Sunday 7th February. Here she is pictured with her parents Matthew 

and Misato and her godparents Richard and Elizabeth.  
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