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St Martinbés Church, Hal e Gar den:
(Registered charity no. 1132976)

www.stmartinswestacton.co.uk
www.stmartinswestacton.com
Email: stmartins@stmartinswestacton.com
Skype: smartins.westacton

Vicar The Revd Dr Nicholas Henderson
(also Chaplain to Acton Care Centre)
020 8992 2333

SS Associate Priest The Revd Bruce Barnett -Cowan

020 8896 3065
Assistant Priest The Revd Canon Dr Alyson Barnett ~ -Cowan
Commissioned Lay Minister to the Japanese Anglican  Church UK

Mrs Yuki Johnson (07572 324107)
yukifunakawa@btinternet.com

Paris h Secretary (9 .30 am i 1.30 pm weekdays)
Parishes Office , 25 Birch Grove, W3 9SP
020 8992 2333 (Fax: 020 8932 1951)

Reader Dr Margaret Jones (020 8997 1418)
Reader Emeritus Mrs Lynne Armstrong (020 8992 8341)
Churchwardens Lisa Ambridge (020 8992 3029 )
John Trussler (020 8992 4549)
Director of Music Kenneth Bartram (c/o Parishes Office)
Magazine Editor Clive Davis ( clive.a.g.davis@btinternet.com )

The Vicar is available for ~ consultation and enquiries by appointment.
Please ring the Parishes Office.

Articles forthe n e xt mo magézidesshould be sent to
Clive Davis (email: clive.a.g.davis@btinternet.com)
They should reach the Editor by 12"™ Novem ber .
The Novem ber magazine will be on sale by 24™ Novem ber .
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Ministry for today.

6There are three kinds of |ies, Theterm, d:
was popularised in the United States by Mark Twain, who attributed it

to the 19th -century British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli (1804 1

1881): However, the phrase is not found in any of Disraeli's works and

the earliest known appearances were years after his death and the

phrase is often attributed to Twain himself.

Bearing this in mind it depends where you get you information about
the current state, for example of the Church of England. The Church of
England website under its research and statistics section
http://www.churchofengland.org/about -us/facts -stats.aspx is quite
bullish about the current state of play with some encouraging facts and
figures about attendance, the number of church schools and so on. On

the other hand you can find quite depressing facts about the

percentage of young peopl e who would declare themselves to be part

of a church and indisputably the phenomenon of what I call secular
humanism is arising trend. One can observe this notably in the rise of
the number of so  -called humanist funerals, an area of ministry that

was pr eviously the almost exclusive preserve of religion.

Further, what | find most disturbing is how the Church, not least the

Church of England, appears to be viewed these days. It is variously

seen as being out of touch and in more extreme cases even evil! An

unhealthy preoccupation with sex of the condemnatory kind, a

reputation for being O6against thingsd al
otherwise accepted societal norms such as the leadership of women are

but a few examples.

Of course, looking at the Church fro m the inside as it were, one can

find and accepting, caring and | oving el
like to think that that is how we are. Nevertheless, we are on the front

line of a new era for Christianity that sees it as but one option amongst

many others.

I't is not realistic to suppose that St I
address the way in which the Church or Christianity is viewed, but we

do have a responsibility, an imperative to be ambassadors for Christ

here in this part of West London. This do es mean constant attention to

how we do things, a willingness to engage in new styles and patterns of

worship and ministry, a resolve to be part of the community.
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In this latter respect the church fathers who built St Martins put itin
amongst what was then a new estate quite deliberately. They did so

instead of siting it on the main road as we might have done today. We

live with the consequences, which mean that we have to work hard to

be visible.

Members of the Parochial C  hurch Council met in October on Saturday

19" at a retreat centre in North London to spend time together

thinking through exactly the circumstances and challenges that | have

just described. Their deliberations will be published in due course but

they will certainly have as their purpose how we can be Christians in

the first quarter of the twenty first century. No dodgy statistics are

expected as an outcome; instead | expect something else that is

sometimes attributed to Mark Twain as well as Winston Churc hill o6l
have nothing to offer but blood, sweat

Being a Christian today demands constant vigilance and a passion for
the Gospel that, | think, is without any manipulation of the figures
indisputably where we should always be.

Nicholas
eYoJoJYoJYoXoXeYoXoXoYoYoYoXoXoXoXoXoYoYoXoXoYoXoXoYoXoXoXoXo!
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Eucharist

and Coffee
Club Group
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11am every
Wednesday at
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On Message Group 13 -10-13

Foll owing on from | ast monthos
opened the group, chaired by Bruce, with these two topics:

Is it morally acceptable for humans to kill other life forms?

How is the drowning of the Egyptians in the Passover justified?

Bruce emphasised the human qualities of Wisdom and Respect in

dealing with the  animal kingdom. We discussed the case where some

animals were once preyed on by others now extinct in the UK. In

Scotland, for example, to control the deer population it is proposed to

reintroduce wolves. In the recent badger cull debate, killing is
someti mes necessary in order to

creation. Even germs and bacteria are living, yet antibiotics serve to

protect humans from disease. The key issue is responsible and

measured action by man towards other species. Bruce went on to s
t hat , as part of Goddés creation

over the animal and vegetable kingdoms. We need protein for a

balanced diet as well as vegetables. We talked about the indigenous
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people of northern Canada who pray for each animal b efore killing it, to
respect its essence as part of the Creation. In conclusion, humans may

responsibly kill other species with a purity of intention and an attitude

of wisdom and respect.

The second topic: those who died in the Passover, was discussed.

Bruce added that here, long term divine purpose is at issue: the short
term sacrifice of human life (the Egyptians) for the greater good and

the later mission of the Jewish people. The idea of humans taking

human life harks back to the previous debate in la st mont hds

We ended with the general conclusion that the taking of life

greater good of Goachdbe morallyreaceptablaane

justified.

Next meeting: Sunday 10 November after 10 am service.
( Note: plenty of seats waiting f or new inputters!)

- if for the
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Kingdom Season Lectures 2013
8pm in the Lady Chapel

Thursday 7 ™ November 6Cl ash of civili:
John McHugo Author of ©6A concise Hi
6l s there such a thing as a cl ast

ani nvestigation into sectarianism

AVAILABLE 8™ APRIL FROM ALL GOOD
BOOKSHOPS AND ONLINE

“Even those who are familiar with the story of the Arabs will find this

A new v thrilling and poigna layered texture of

knowledge and empathy ... o press the fourteen

7 X centurics from the dawn of Isla m‘ new Arab Awakening into
CONCISE

| DAVID GARDNER, author of Last (./mrm': Ilu' .\llddlu East in the Balance

H lS I C RY “Brilliant and erudite ... The author has managed to throw fresh light
OF THE | on 1,400 years of Arab history ... There are lively and informative
insights on almost every page.

[ ﬁ RAB f PATRICK SEALE, author of Asad: The Struggle for the Middle East
le history of the Arab peoples up to the

‘A lucid and highly readab
present day. John McHugo has p: anding this
complex and ongoing story that will enlighten all who read it.
CHARLES TRIPP, e People: Paths of

rovided a way of und

The United States and the

JOY GORDON, author of Inu
Iraq Sanctions

ISBN 978-0-86356-889-5 o cISBN 978-0-86356-894-7 ¢ History £20

Thursday 14™ November 0Those Tud-oprarWo nied
Thursday 21 %' November 060Those Tud-oprarWo nRedi

A

Thursday 28 ™ November 0Those Tud-oprarWo nBed
The Revdd Dr . Ni chol as Hender

Those Tudor women and the political and religious consequences!
(All sessions followed by coffee or tea and conversazione)
£2.50 per lecture or £8.00 for the complete series
Cheques payableto: St Mar ti nés Chur c.
To book contact the Parish Office: 020 8992 2333

or E-mail: stmartins@stmartinswestacton.com
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Memories of our Harvest Festival and Barn Dance.....

Two photographs from the Harvest Festival service.

The Singology Group with our
choir.

The music group consisting
of (from left to right) Ken
Bartram (Keyboard)
Charlotte Blake (Trumpet)
David Oxley (Trumpet) Tome
Kwaterski (French Horn)
Maria Jones (Drums)

"le"’ 1 s




The Supper was provided
by Ca mi | Cusihe.

The m usic was supplied
by Scrape the Barrel

The Barn Dance was held in
conjunction with CARA
(Creffield Residents'
Association)

A good time was had by all.




Tuesday 5th November at

6pm in the Vicarage Garden

Baked potatoes & fireworks - £1
00000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOBOOO
Why go to church?

Achurch -goer compl ained to his minister:
church every Sunday for 30 years, and in that time | have heard

thousands of sermons, but ftoeinkofasimrglel i f
one now. So I think | have wasted my

The minister thought for a moment and
for 30 years and my wife has cooked me thousands of meals. For the

l'ife of me | candt recall t adthesenmedls e
now. But | do know that each one nourished me and gave me strength

to carry on living. If my wife had not given me those meals, | would

have been stunted and eventually starved. Without regular Christian

nourishment, we also will starve T spiritually.
3 333333333333333333333333313233233 3

+ Design + Digital Printing + Stationary

2 Grosvenor Parade = Uxbridge Road
Ealing Common = W5 3NN

o Artwork Design ® B/W & Colour Photocopies® 135mm/APS Processing
e Business Cards e Banners - indoor & outdoor ¢ CD/DVD Duplication

e MoneyGram =@ e Invitation Cards e Wide Format Posters
¢ Mobile Phone e Greeting Cards e Men & Women
L top-up services e Leaflets Fragrances

Tel: 020 8992 0208
Fax: 020 8992 0208
Email: print.plus@hotmail.co.uk
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In memory of C S Lewis
who died 50 years ago this month

C S Lewis, the great Christian writer, creator of the Narnia Chronicles
and Oxford don, died 50 years ago this month. Here is a selection of
some of his writings on Christianity....

God cannot bless us until he has us. When we try to keep within us an
area that is our own, we try to keep an area of death. Therefore, in
l ove, he cl aims all. Thereds no bargai.

It was not for societies or states that Christ died, but for me.

It is Christ himself, not the Bible, that is the true Word of God. The
Bible, read in the right spirit and with the guidance of good teachers,
will bring us to him.

A man candét al ways be defendi ngtimetbe t r ut
feedoni t.

If you want a religion to make you really feel comfortable, | certainly
d o n 6 tcommend Christianity.

The mind which asks for a non -miraculous Christianity is a mind in
process of relapsing from Christianity into mere O6religiond

In science we h ave been reading only the notes to a poem; in
Christianity we find the poem itself.

OPutting on Christd is not one among mal
and it is not a sort of special exercise for the top class. It is the whole
of Christianity. Chr istianity offer s nothing else at all.

& & & & & & & & & & & & & &

Some Punsfor the Educated Minds

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!

| used to be a banker, but then | lost interest.

Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes.

England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.
| tried to catch some fog, but | mist.
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The Churches Players

It is with sadness that we have to announce that the Churches Players,
which was originally set up as a joint venture between St Martin & and
All Saints 6Churches, has been dissolved.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone who has taken
part in, contributed to and supported the many productions we have
undertaken.

An enormous amount of effort has been put in by so many members of
our congregations, both adults and children over the years and
enjoyment, personal  fulfil Iment , unforgettable memories and lasting
friendships have resulted.

Many thanks to you all.

Jack,ie,Nighqlls,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,’,’,,”,
0000000000000V OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Note for your diary
1st December : CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

0000000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

+ Funerals arranged with sympathy and dignity at
reasonable prices
+ Repatriation service to all overseas countries
+ Monumental masonry
+ Prepaid funeral plans

2.1
K

Available 24 hours a day. 7 days a week

Please call Christopher Wickenden on

020 8993 8040

13 The Broadway ‘
Gunnersbury Lane H V I N
London W3 8HR Fune e(‘rij\;ji ces

'e Near Acton Town Tube Stn Tradycyjne Polskie Pogrzeby § pport and dignity
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Taken from the
Vicarage 1 isthere a
crock of gold at the
end of that rainbow?

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJdJ
PAUL OF TARSUS: a First Century Radical

Anne Davison has just published her second
book. It looks at the radical Jew of the First
Century who challenged the status quo .

Itis short and  accessible and should appeal
to the general reader who wants to learn
about the man from Tarsus from a historical
perspective, rather than the more usual
avenue, through Scripture.

This book, and her previous publication From
the Medes to the Mullahs: a History of Iran
are both available at Amazon; both in

paperback and electronic form.

www.amazon.co.uk/Medes  -Mullahs -ebook/dp/BOOEFZPKF6
www.amazon.co.uk/PAUL  -OF-TARSUS-Century -ebook/dp/BOOFIOUP7G

& & & & & & & & & & & & & &

Some more Puns for the Educated Minds

How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it....
A cartoonist was  found dead in his home. Details are sketchy.
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