Service for Downe and Cudham: Sunday 7th June 2020

Please join in the prayers and responses in bold print
OPENING
This is the day which the Lord has made:
Let us rejoice and be glad in it
Lord, we have come to your house of prayer:
help us to remember that you are here with us;
help us to pray to you and sing your praise
with all our hearts,
and to listen to your word with open ears;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CONFESSION
Lord God, we have sinned against you;
We have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and turn from our sins.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing
and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins
to all those who with heartfelt repentance
and true faith turn to him: have mercy on you;
pardon and deliver you from all your sins;
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness;
and bring you to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

READING:

ISAIAH 40: 12-17, 27-31

12

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand
marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the
mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?
13
Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord, or instruct the Lord as his counsellor? 14 Whom did the
Lord consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him
knowledge, or showed him the path of understanding? 15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a
bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine
dust.
16
Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. 17 Before
him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing.
27
Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord;
my cause is disregarded by my God’? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his
understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of
the weak. 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those
who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
COMMENT
READING:

MATTHEW 28:16-20

16

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.
When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and
said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.’
17

COMMENT
CREED
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life; the one for whom we
exist?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and was raised
again?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ
known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.

PRAYERS
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Other prayers are offered at this point
COLLECT:
Holy God, faithful and unchanging:
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love,
that we may truly worship you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
FINAL PRAYER
God of power and love,
may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us,
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us
to serve and worship you always. Amen
BLESSING
The Peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always. Amen.

