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Advent and Christmas 
in our Parish



ANDREW P. DEAN
Dip N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.

PIANO TUNING
REPAIRS and RESTORATION

andrew@pianodean.co.uk 
(01829) 261222

mob 07713 321117

Phoenix Accounting Services
Tax and VAT Returns
Revenue Accounts
Book-Keeping
Administration of Will Estates

55 Woodlands Way, Tarporley, 
Cheshire CW6 0TP

t: 01829 733552   m: 07966 405314

Hibberts llP
SOliCitOrS

For all your Legal Services - Private and Commercial

avenue Buildings, High Street, tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0aZ
tel: (01829) 733338    Fax: (01829) 733055

email: jd@hibberts.com

W: www.hinchliffeholmes.co.uk

Brian Rathbone Electrical Ltd 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
PART P REGISTERED 

ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
AND INSTALLATIONS 

FUSE BOARD UPGRADES 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING  
SOCKETS  COOKERS  SHOWERS 

SMOKE DETECTORS 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

TEL : 07812 336006 
Email : brian-electrical@hotmail.com 

Regular & One-Off Cleaning;
End of Tenancy Cleaning;
Moving In/Out Cleaning;

Commercial Cleaning;
Laundry/Ironing;

Carpet Cleaning; Holiday Lets
Contact us on
01829 730969

info@atropacleaningservices.co.uk
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TARPORLEY PARISH 
   St Helen ’s, Tarporley 
   St Thomas’, Eaton 
   St John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook 

Posada 2024—adults 

Mary, Joseph, the donkey and the star leave on Advent 
Sunday (Sunday 1st December) following and return to 

St Helen’s in time for the  
Crib service at 4pm on Christmas Eve. 

Revd Jim Bridgman 732 491 
revjimb1017@gmail.com  

facebook.com/ParishOfTarporley 
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PARISH DIRECTORY – TARPORLEY 

Services See Calendar tab on the website or page 5 in ‘The Link’ 

Weekday Service At St Helen’s each Wednesday at 10.00am   Holy Communion 

Rector:  Jim Bridgman, Rectory, High St, Tarporley CW6 0AG 01829732491 

Email:  revjimb1017@gmail.com 07526243702 

Tarporley: St Helen 

Churchwardens Phillip Posnett 01829260251 

Liz Neely email:  neelyeliza@hotmail.com 07890470899 

Treasurer Dave Smithson 

P.C.C Secretary 

email tarporleyparishtreasurer@btinternet.com 

Paul Emerson 01829290372 
Cotebrook: St John and the Holy Cross 

Wardens Walter Gibson 

Peter Copland 01829732618 

Eaton:St Thomas  

Warden Amelia McCourty aemccourty@btinternet.com 01829 730155 

Link Editor Andy Jobson 01829732437 

email jobsonajpj@btinternet.com  items for ‘The Link’ should 

be emailed to the above by the 16
th 

of the month. 

Safeguarding Officer Liz Neely email StHelenssafeguarding@outlook.com 

Contact points 

Please do not hesitate to report cases of sickness, pastoral need to the Rector. 

To make arrangements for a Funeral please contact the Rector. 01829732491 

Done Room Booking Phillip Posnett 01829260251 

To ask about Wedding arrangements, Baptisms or general enquiries 

please contact our Rector Jim by email on 
Email:  revjimb1017@gmail.com 

Website:  www.tarporleyparishchurch.org 
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SERVICES FOR THE MONTH 
December 2024 

December 1st  ADVENT SUNDAY 
St Thomas 9.00am Blessing of the Crib 
St Helen  10.00am  Holy Communion 
St John  11.15am  Holy Communion  

8th  THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 St Thomas 9.00am  Holy Communion 
The Done Room 9.30am Café Church 
Tarporley High Street  2.00pm The Blessing of the Crib 

15th THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
St Thomas 9.00am Holy Communion 
St Helen 10.00am  Holy Communion 
St John 4.00pm Carol Service 
St Helen 6.30pm Carol Service 

19th  St Thomas 7.30pm Carol Service 
22nd  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

St Thomas 9.00am Songs of Praise  
St Helen  10.00am  Holy Communion 

23rd  Eaton   6.00pm             Carols on the Green 
24th  CHRISTMAS EVE 
Tarporley High Street  3.30pm Community Carols on The High St 

St Helen 4.00pm  The Crib Service 
St Helen 11.00pm Midnight Communion 

25th  CHRISTMAS DAY 
St Thomas 9.00am All Age Communion 
St Helen 10.00am  All Age Communion 

29th  THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
St Helen  10.00am  Joint Parish Communion 

January 5th THE EPIPHANY 
St Thomas 9.00am Holy Communion 
St John  11.15am  Communion for the 150th 

Anniversary  
Each Wednesday at 10.00am at St Helen’s:  Holy Communion. 
Follow us on Facebook:-Search:-  facebook.com/ParishOfTarporley 

If you have time, please stay for refreshments after the service. Every Sunday 
at St Helen’s, 1st and 4th at St Thomas’, 1st Sunday at St John’s 
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The Rector Writes:- All is calm, all is bright…. 

It’s that time of the year when I start to get 
annoyed by Christmas carols: while carols have 
almost universally good tunes, I find their lyrics 
are more of a mixed bag. Aside from the 
Victorian ideals of childhood in ‘Once in Royal’ 
(Christian children all must be/Mild, obedient, good as he), my most 
common gripe is the portrayal of Jesus’ birth as a quiet/silent/peaceful 
event, and with Jesus himself being a silent infant (little Lord Jesus no 
crying he makes). My experience of the maternity wards, and the early 
hours and days of new life would not be described using the words 
quiet, silence or calm. Maybe that is just our kids, but I’m more inclined 
to think that it is the portrayal of Jesus’ birth that is rather 
romanticised…!  

The Church of England’s Christmas campaign this year picks up that 
theme from one of those carols, ‘Silent Night’: All is calm, all is bright. 
Having moved passed my inner Scrouge, I reflected on why it is seen as 
important that Jesus comes to the earth in such a quiet way? 

Well it’s all relative; I am sure that Jesus’ birth was not a silent event, for 
Mary or for him when he left the womb. I think what the carol writers 
were trying to express was just how ‘normal’ it was (but ‘normal’ isn’t a 
very descriptive word to sing….). There was no massive worldwide flash 
of light, no earthquake or storm. Matthew tells us of the new star that 
appeared, but that aside, the natural world is not changed by the birth 
of the son of God. Instead, there is a young, poor girl, giving birth 
surrounded by the animals. There is almost a sense of ‘Is that IT?’ How 
can something so important be so ordinary? Yet it is the fact that God 
goes through this ordinary, common human experience that is so 
transformative. It didn’t have to be this way: Jesus could have just 
appeared as a fully formed adult and started performing miracles, but he 
doesn’t. Instead he goes through all that we experience, from the 
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vulnerability of birth, to adolescence and adulthood, and in so doing 
offers humanity a chance to experience God among them. I doubt much 
of his life was simply calm and bright, yet in his interactions with others, 
Jesus brings a sense of peace and vivid life.   

We all probably want our Christmases, our families, our lives to be calm 
and bright, full of life, not chaotic and dull. But we know that we more 
often live in that latter reality, lurching from chaos and crisis to 
humdrum and boredom. I’m writing as the news breaks of the 
resignation of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so everything is definitely 
not calm and bright in the Church of England. Many across our world are 
not living in an atmosphere of calm or brightness. Perhaps in the birth of 
Christ, we glimpse for a moment what life can be like, what God brings 
to human life – a sense of calm and brightness, in the mundane and in 
the chaos. We know the twinkling tree lights so easily break, and the 
contentment of post-Christmas dinner doesn’t last forever, but in Jesus 
God comes to bring a longer lasting sense of peace, hope and life. It is, as 
same the carol ends, the dawn of redeeming grace: it is the start, the 
first streaks of light that disperse the gloom.  

I pray that whatever your Christmas will look like this year, whether 
chaotic or mundane (and everything in between), you will know the calm 
and the brightness that Christ brings. 

Jim 
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Eco Church News December 2024 

On Friday 25th October we held our first Eco Church Film Evening. 
Welcomed with wine and snacks 30 people watched the film “2040”. 
Made by an Australian filmmaker Damon Gameau, the film presents an 
uplifting vision of what the world might look like for his daughter, (who 
at the time was 4 years old), when she is 20. He takes us on a journey 
around our precious planet investigating technologies that are available 
now, which, if adopted, could change our world for the better 
environmentally, socially and economically. Interspersed with comments 
from children who are asked about their visions for the future, we are 
reminded that we all have choices to make which could improve the 
world we leave behind for our children, grandchildren and generations 
to come. One young girl summed her vision with the phrase “Reduce, 
Re-use, Recycle.” All present agreed that the film was inspiring, hopeful 
and packed with information, in fact so much so that people asked us to 
screen it again. Jeanette, Walter and I have all had comments saying 
how impressed people were with “2040”. We plan to screen other “Eco-
orientated” films in 2025. The next screening is on Friday 28th February. 
Watch this space. 

News from St Helen's – Jeanette Oakes writes 

“Jim very kindly invited me to share my ideas for improving the 
biodiversity of the churchyard after the service on Sunday 20th 
October. We discussed the following; Planting a lavender border from 
the Lych gate along the path to the church.  
Leaving a log pile close to the gate onto the field.  
Planting wildflowers in a ‘difficult to mow’ area of the churchyard.  
Planting wildflower seeds beside the shady path to the left of the Lytch 
gate.  
Leave a small area of grass unmowned for the summer just to see what 
grows.  
Have a raised bed beside the compost bins in which to plant herbs.  

Page 9



This is very exciting and hopefully will encourage more pollinators. If 
anyone has any more ideas, I would really welcome them.” 

News from St John’s – Amongst all the hard work that Walter has been 
putting in to increasing the biodiversity at St John’s he still found time to 
accept an invitation to speak at Cheshire Wildlife Trust’s AGM at Jodrell Bank. 
Introduced as a “wildlife champion” his talk was very well received. Walter is 
far too modest to write about himself, so I’ve written this paragraph for him. 

Nick Parker (of Eaton) 

News from St Thomas’ – on Friday 8th November we held the second of 
our bi-annual Churchyard Tidy ups. Nick would like to thank everybody 
who took part over the 7th and 8th and his wife Wendy who provided 
lunch on site. 

Just one Green thing – Dobbies garden centres are now recycling garden 
plastics. So, if you have plant pots, plant pot trays, broken seed trays or 
empty plastic sacks from compost, bark, fertiliser or any other empty 
garden centre bags you can take them back to Dobbies where they are 
recycled and re made by the brand Elho see www.elho.com Dobbies 
have garden centres at Liverpool (near the airport), Wrexham and 
Atrincham. 

A heartfelt thank you from the Parish to  
to Jill Robey. 

On the 22nd  September Jill Robey was 
presented with a floral bouquet by Rev Jim 
who thanked her for services to the Parish 
in particular her time as organist at St 
Thomas’ church .  
Jill organised the Songs of Praise featuring 
her favourite music and readings . 

  Jill and Jim at St Thomas' 
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Our 2024 Advent Book Club  discusses 
      and     Walter Gibson reviews 

'Do Not Be Afraid'.  
'The joy of waiting in a time of fear‘ By 

Rachel Mann 
"Waiting." 
Do we have to do more of it these days, or 
is it just my mistaken memory? Waiting for 
a customer service agent to pick up the 
phone; waiting for that important 
appointment to come through; waiting for 
the news to get better. It’s easy to be 
fearful while we are waiting for something, 
especially if it’s to do with health or money 
or the news. How can I be joyful when I am 
having to wait for an answer to my 
problems or indeed the climate crisis?  

If you’ve ever felt like that, Rachel Mann is 
here to help. This book, chosen as The Archbishop of York’s Advent Book for 
2024 ( and he knows a thing or two about writing books), will also be the 
subject of our Advent Book Club. It is very timely and appropriate: Advent is of 
course a time of waiting, and it is not so long ago that we all had to endure an 
anxious time of waiting during the pandemic. Rachel Mann uses her personal 
experiences of this and other recent events to help us understand how we can 
still seek God and find his peace even in the darkest times.  

She doesn’t shy away from the difficulties we all find in waiting: the fears, 
uncertainties, suffering and frustration. But in their place she offers insights into 
how waiting can bring us closer to God, how it can be beautiful and joyful, how 
it can be a blessing. She reminds us of God’s promises, of what the Bible teaches 
us about his love and his purpose for the world. All this and her own wisdom 
help us to see what lies behind the title of the book, which is a phrase Jesus 
often used: “Do not be afraid”.  
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PS Two other Advent books were considered for this year and both are available 
on the Parish Bookshelf. They are ‘ Wounded I Sing’ by Richard Harries, a study 
of the poetry of George Herbert, and ‘Women of the Nativity’ by Paula Gooder, 
nine stories about women whose lives tell us something about Advent and 
Christmas.  

Walter Gibson 

A Northern Soul Night 

 Our thanks to John Knight 
who on the 5th  October 
organised an excellent 
fundraiser for the Done 
Room restoration project 
at the Community Centre. 
Followers of Mowtown and 
Northern Soul music 
danced the night away to 
60’s 70’s and modern 
mowtown records played 
by enthusiastic Cheshire 
Soul Club DJs .  

Elaine Meredith 

Finally  
We congratulate and pray for those baptised: 

Oliver Lewis Mary  Irving 

We congratulate and pray for those recently married: 

George Wilson and Gemma Worth 

We commend to God and pray for those who mourn: 

Marley Norris Declan McKenna 
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J W Gordon 

Plumbing and Heating 

From tap washers to 

cental heating installation 

Gas, LPG and oil boilers 

installed and serviced 

GasSafe Registered 

Helpful advice given 

Please phone Jonathan 

07818 444946 

01829 863539 

T a r p or le y F l o w e r C l u b 
Members of the Tarporley Flower Club 

invite you to join them at their monthly 

meeting which is held at the 

Tarporley Community Centre between 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. 

on the first Tuesday of each month 
(except in January when the meeting is held 

on the second Tuesday. 
There is no meeting in August). 

Each month spectacular floral designs are 
created by a skilled demonstator on the 

stage before an audience of 
members, guestsand visitors. 

New members and visitors are most welcome, 
there is an admission fee payable. 

Annual membership fee is £55. 

THE BIG LISTENING EVENT     

One of our key objectives as a Trust is to actively listen to our 
communities and receive their feedback. 
We aim to understand the requirements and main priorities for services 
we could potentially support in the community, including physical and 
mental health and overall well-being.
We are reaching to you, our community, to tell us:- "What specific 
service(s) or support would you like to to see introduced by the Trust?"  
Thank you.
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Jacqueline Wilson 
Independent Funeral Services Ltd 

WWW.JWIFS.CO.UK

Over 25 years local experience 

NAFD Qualified 

24 hours a day Personal Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

TARPORLEY ROAD 

TARVIN 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH3 8NF 

TEL: 01829 740002 

EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk 

1 Crown Buildings 

Latham Avenue 

Helsby 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 0DX 

TEL: 01928 391699 

EMAIL: 

helsby@jwifs.co.uk 

HILL VIEW 

HIGH STREET 

CLOTTON 

TARPORLEY 

CHESHIRE 

CW6 0EG 

TEL: 01829 781572 

EMAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk 

40A MAIN STREET FRODSHAM 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 7AU 

TEL: 01928 643078 

EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk 

74 WESTON GROVE 

UPTON 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH2 1QL 

TEL: 01244 952540 

EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk 

Volunteer to help older 
people in Tarporley!. 

Working to reduce loneliness and isolation, 
Tarporley OPAL Club runs every Thursday 
with a hot lunch, entertainment and fun 

activities. We are looking for new volunteers 
to join our friendly team in a range of roles, 
from chatting and helping with activities, to 

driving or running errands. 
No experience is necessary, we care a lot 
more about a smile and a desire to help 

others. To find out more, contact 
janet.handley@opalservices.org.uk 

07592 464856 

Interested in the Arts? 

WHYNOTCOMEAND JOIN US? 

THE ARTS SOCIETY TARPORLEY 

For membership details email 
membership@tastarporley.uk 

or see our website at 
www.tastarporley.uk 

Meetings at Tarporley Community Centre 
on 2nd Thursday, September to June at 

1.20pm. Coffee from 12.30pm. If you’d like 
to come as a guest, please contact 

membership@tastarporley.uk beforehand. 
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Birch Heath Veterinary Clinic
Birch Heath Road , Tarporley,

Cheshire
CW6 9UU

Tel: 01829 733777/
www.birchheathvets.co.uk 

Opening
times: Mon-Fri: 8am—7pm,
Sat: 9am- 12pm, Sun: Closed

J.C. CLARKE & SON 
Funeral Directors & Monumental Consultants

Pre-Paid Funerals Plans 
111 High Street, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0AY

Telephone: 01829 733808
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE
Part of ‘Dignity Plc a British Company

Do you often feel the people 
are mumbling, not speaking 
clearly?

 Head Office: 01829 824 245 

www.hummingbirdhearingcare.co.uk 

Your local clinic based in Taylors Optometrists 
in Winsford can help improve your 
hearing and change your life.

In partnership with
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