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ANDREW P. DEAN
Dip N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.

PIANO TUNING
REPAIRS and RESTORATION

andrew@pianodean.co.uk 
(01829) 261222

mob 07713 321117

Phoenix Accounting Services
Tax and VAT Returns
Revenue Accounts
Book-Keeping
Administration of Will Estates

55 Woodlands Way, Tarporley, 
Cheshire CW6 0TP

t: 01829 733552   m: 07966 405314

Hibberts llP
SOliCitOrS

For all your Legal Services - Private and Commercial

avenue Buildings, High Street, tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0aZ
tel: (01829) 733338    Fax: (01829) 733055

email: jd@hibberts.com

W: www.hinchliffeholmes.co.uk

Brian Rathbone Electrical Ltd 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
PART P REGISTERED 

ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
AND INSTALLATIONS 

FUSE BOARD UPGRADES 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING  
SOCKETS  COOKERS  SHOWERS 

SMOKE DETECTORS 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

TEL : 07812 336006 
Email : brian-electrical@hotmail.com 

Regular & One-Off Cleaning;
End of Tenancy Cleaning;
Moving In/Out Cleaning;

Commercial Cleaning;
Laundry/Ironing;

Carpet Cleaning; Holiday Lets
Contact us on
01829 730969

info@atropacleaningservices.co.uk
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TARPORLEY PARISH 
   St Helen ’s, Tarporley 
   St Thomas’, Eaton 
   St John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook 

Posada 2024—adults 

Mary, Joseph, the donkey and the star leave on Advent 
Sunday (Sunday 1st December) following and return to 

St Helen’s in time for the  
Crib service at 4pm on Christmas Eve. 

Revd Jim Bridgman 732 491 
revjimb1017@gmail.com  

facebook.com/ParishOfTarporley 



PARISH DIRECTORY – TARPORLEY 

Services See Calendar tab on the website or page 5 in ‘The Link’ 

Weekday Service At St Helen’s each Wednesday at 10.00am   Holy Communion 

Rector:  Jim Bridgman, Rectory, High St, Tarporley CW6 0AG 01829732491 

Email:  revjimb1017@gmail.com 07526243702 

Tarporley: St Helen 

Churchwardens Phillip Posnett 01829260251 

Liz Neely email:  neelyeliza@hotmail.com 07890470899 

Treasurer Dave Smithson 

P.C.C Secretary 

email tarporleyparishtreasurer@btinternet.com 

Paul Emerson 01829290372 
Cotebrook: St John and the Holy Cross 

Wardens Walter Gibson 

Peter Copland 01829732618 

Eaton:St Thomas  

Warden Amelia McCourty aemccourty@btinternet.com 01829 730155 

Link Editor Andy Jobson 01829732437 

email jobsonajpj@btinternet.com  items for ‘The Link’ should 

be emailed to the above by the 16
th 

of the month. 

Safeguarding Officer Liz Neely email StHelenssafeguarding@outlook.com 

Contact points 

Please do not hesitate to report cases of sickness, pastoral need to the Rector. 

To make arrangements for a Funeral please contact the Rector. 01829732491 

Done Room Booking Phillip Posnett 01829260251 

To ask about Wedding arrangements, Baptisms or general enquiries 

please contact our Rector Jim by email on 
Email:  revjimb1017@gmail.com 

Website:  www.tarporleyparishchurch.org 
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SERVICES FOR THE MONTH 
November 2024 

November 3
rd

   All Souls' Day 

St Thomas 9.00am Holy Communion  
St Helen 10.00am  Holy Communion 
St John 11.15am 

Holy Communion with Act of Remembrance 

10
th

 Remembrance Sunday 

 St Thomas 9.00am 
Holy Communion with Act of Remembrance 

Tarporley High Street  
10.25am 
Parade down Tarporley High Street 

 followed by- 
 Service of Remembrance at St Helen's Church Tarporley 

Monday 11
th

 Remembrance Day 
St Helen 11.00am   2 minutes silence and Act of 

Remembance 
17

th
 THE SECOND  SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

St Thomas 9.00am Holy Communion 
  St Helen  10.00am             Holy Communion 

St Helen  4.00pm Evensong. 

24
th

 CHRIST THE KING 

St Thomas 9.00am Songs of Praise  
St Helen   10.00am Holy Communion 

    The Done Room 4.00pm Messy Church 

December 1
st

 ADVENT SUNDAY 

St Thomas 9.00am Blessing of the Crib 

10.00am  Holy Communion 

11.15am  Holy Communion 

St Helen 

St John  

St Helen  4.00pm Christingle Service 

Each Wednesday at 10.00am at St Helen’s:  Holy Communion. 

Follow us on Facebook:-Search:-  facebook.com/ParishOfTarporley 
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If you have time, please stay for refreshments after the service. Every Sunday at St 
Helen’s, 1st and 4th at St Thomas’, 1st Sunday at St John’s 



The Rector Writes:- 

I had the pleasure of accompanying Year 5 of 

Tarporley Primary School at the start of 

October for the annual ‘Pilgrim Day’ at Chester 

cathedral. As well as learning about prayer, 

listening and seeing how the cathedral organ 

worked, and experiencing what life as a monk 

at mealtimes would have been like, the pupils also learnt about the patron saint 

of Chester, St Werburgh, and why people might have travelled to Chester to 

pray at her shrine. 

If you don’t know much about St Werburgh, she was a princess, her father being 

King Wulfhere, a fierce pagan king of Mercia. Despite a privileged upbringing, 

Werburgh rejected the trappings of the royal family, 

and devoted herself to a life of service as a nun, and 

later Abbess, in Weedon, Northamptonshire. 

One day a gaggle of geese landed on a field owned by 

the Abbey and started eating the seeds of the crops 

that were to be grown for relief of the poor. Werburgh 

upbraided the birds, and shut them away in a pen – she 

promised them safety for the night in return for not 

eating the seeds again. However, unbeknownst to 

Werburgh, the Abbey steward took the plumpest goose 

that evening, and cooked it for his dinner. In the 

morning when Werburgh found one was missing, she 

was horrified and found out what had happened. Telling 

the steward to gather together all the parts of the 

goose that he had left over, Werburgh prayed, and 

miraculously the goose was returned to life and health. 

So now, Werburgh is often portrayed with a goose, and 

her pilgrim badge was a flock of geese.     Saint Werburgh 



Resurrecting geese aside, the main theme of Werburgh’s story is one of the 

sanctity of hospitality, and the promise to keep those in her care safe. She was 

mortified that the security she had promised had been undermined, and she did 

all she could to make up for that. 

The Church of England has designated Sunday 19
th

 November as Safeguarding 

Sunday, a chance to reflect on the Church’s failures in the past and present to 

care for the most vulnerable among us, and to inspire and encourage us as 

followers of Jesus to create and maintain churches as safe places for all people. 

November is usually a time of remembrance: for those who have died (at All 

Souls’ time) and those who fought and sacrificed their lives for peace (at 

Remembrance), and so it is also fitting that in that season of remembrance, we 

remember our calling to be a people and place who care for all around us.  

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility – not just church officers and those in 

leadership. ALL followers of Jesus are asked to be vigilant, compassionate and 

take the lead in creating a safe place for people to experience God. Too often 

the very places that should be safest have been found to be dangerous. If you 

haven’t already done so, please consider taking the Church of England’s online 

Safeguarding training courses: they are very accessible and give practical 

guidance, and should only take an hour to complete. Please sign up at: 

https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/ 

We might not be able, like St Werburgh, to resurrect a goose, but surely 

spending an hour educating ourselves about safeguarding is manageable for 

saints like us, and a way to start creating and maintaining safe places in our 

parish. 

Jim 

Editor's note:- Please see the note on page 10 regarding the new head of 

Safeguarding for the Church of England 
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The poppies of Remembrance 

In late 1914, World War 1 erupted across Northern France and Flanders. 

Great swathes of previously green fields and forests were blasted and 

bombed, leaving them bleak and barren, with seemingly every living 

thing destroyed. 

But then in the Spring of 1915, something beautiful began to come out 

of all the destruction. Tens of thousands of bright red Flanders poppies 

began to put out tentative shoots across the endless vistas of mud. 

These resilient little flowers had actually flourished in the middle of so 

much chaos and destruction, because their seeds grow when exposed to 

sunlight, through disturbances to soil.  

We all know that these endless fields of cheerful poppies, growing in the 

midst of such misery and destruction, were what inspired the Canadian 

doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, to write the now famous poem 

'In Flanders Fields'. (see page 12). 

And it was McCrae’s poem which inspired an American academic named 

Moina Michael to adopt the poppy in memory of those who had fallen in 

the war. She got it adopted as an official symbol of Remembrance across 

the United States, and worked with others who were trying to do the 

same in Canada, Australia, and the UK. 

A French woman, Anna Guérin who was in the UK in 1921, caught the 

same vision, and planned to sell the poppies in London. There she met 

Earl Haig, the founder of the Royal British Legion, who was persuaded to 

adopt the poppy as its emblem in the UK.  

The Royal British Legion, which had been formed in 1921, ordered nine 

million poppies and sold them on 11 November that year. Ever since 

then, the red poppy has been a symbol of Remembrance, of support for 

the Armed Forces community, and also of hope for a peaceful future.  
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Thank you to  all those who came to or 

otherwise supported the Bellringer's Quiz at 

Tarporley Communiy Centre on October 4th 2024. 

We all had a grest time and also raised £1820.00 

from the proceeds. This sum has been split 

equally between St Luke's Hospice, Winsford and 

the P.C.C. of St Helen's Church Tarporley, with 

each organization receiving a cheque for £910.00 

to help them fund and continue their endeavours. 

Again, Tarporley Bellringers offer their thanks to all those who 

contributed so generously of their time, presence, gifts for the raffle 

or in any other way to make the evening so enjoyable and 

worthwhile.  

Tarporley Bellringer's.

October's Crossword 

:- Here are the answers to October's  Crossword 

ACROSS: 1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly. 9, Argument. 13, 

Mob. 16, Broken-hearted. 17, Ran. 19, Suddenly. 24, Obstacle. 25, 

John. 26, Enable. 27, Market.  

DOWN: 1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, Prey. 6, All to. 

10, Users. 11, Ephod. 12, Trace. 13, Metalwork. 14, Body. 15, Eber. 18, 

Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 22, Stab. 23, Gnat. 
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New independent chair for Church of England’s National Safeguarding Panel 

Nazir Afzal, the former chief crown prosecutor, known for his work in the 

Rochdale grooming gang cases and tackling gender violence, has been 

appointed as the next independent chair of the Church of England’s National 

Safeguarding Panel (NSP)  

Mr Afzal, a practising Muslim, and founder chair of the Catholic Church's 

safeguarding body in England and Wales, took up the role in September. The 

appointment was made through an independent recruitment process. 

The NSP was set up in 2014 to provide vital reference and scrutiny from a range 

of voices, including survivors, on the development of policy and guidance. Its 

first independent chair was appointed in 2018. The work of the NSP is separate 

but complementary to work on wider independence in Church safeguarding. 

Speaking on his appointment, Nazir Afzal said: “I am pleased to take on this 
important role to lead the continuing work on scrutinising and providing 
challenge to the Church of England’s safeguarding governance, particularly its 
policy and guidance. The Church of England has a presence in every community 
across the country and with that comes huge responsibility. I look forward to 
playing my part in holding the Church to account by bringing my professional 
experience to the work of the Panel.”  

Register 

We congratulate and pray for those baptised: 

Ava Lowsby 
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J W Gordon 

Plumbing and Heating 

From tap washers to 

cental heating installation 

Gas, LPG and oil boilers 

installed and serviced 

GasSafe Registered 

Helpful advice given 

Please phone Jonathan 

07818 444946 

01829 863539 

T a r p or le y F l o w e r C l u b 
Members of the Tarporley Flower Club 

invite you to join them at their monthly 

meeting which is held at the 

Tarporley Community Centre between 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. 

on the first Tuesday of each month 
(except in January when the meeting is held 

on the second Tuesday. 
There is no meeting in August). 

Each month spectacular floral designs are 
created by a skilled demonstator on the 

stage before an audience of 
members, guestsand visitors. 

New members and visitors are most welcome, 
there is an admission fee payable. 

Annual membership fee is £55. 

THE BIG LISTENING EVENT     

One of our key objectives as a Trust is to actively listen to our 
communities and receive their feedback. 
We aim to understand the requirements and main priorities for services 
we could potentially support in the community, including physical and 
mental health and overall well-being.
We are reaching to you, our community, to tell us:- "What specific 
service(s) or support would you like to to see introduced by the Trust?"  
Thank you.
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Jacqueline Wilson 
Independent Funeral Services Ltd 

WWW.JWIFS.CO.UK

Over 25 years local experience 

NAFD Qualified 

24 hours a day Personal Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

TARPORLEY ROAD 

TARVIN 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH3 8NF 

TEL: 01829 740002 

EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk 

1 Crown Buildings 

Latham Avenue 

Helsby 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 0DX 

TEL: 01928 391699 

EMAIL: 

helsby@jwifs.co.uk 

HILL VIEW 

HIGH STREET 

CLOTTON 

TARPORLEY 

CHESHIRE 

CW6 0EG 

TEL: 01829 781572 

EMAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk 

40A MAIN STREET FRODSHAM 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 7AU 

TEL: 01928 643078 

EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk 

74 WESTON GROVE 

UPTON 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH2 1QL 

TEL: 01244 952540 

EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk 

Volunteer to help older 
people in Tarporley!. 

Working to reduce loneliness and isolation, 
Tarporley OPAL Club runs every Thursday 
with a hot lunch, entertainment and fun 

activities. We are looking for new volunteers 
to join our friendly team in a range of roles, 
from chatting and helping with activities, to 

driving or running errands. 
No experience is necessary, we care a lot 
more about a smile and a desire to help 

others. To find out more, contact 
janet.handley@opalservices.org.uk 

07592 464856 

Interested in the Arts? 

WHYNOTCOMEAND JOIN US? 

THE ARTS SOCIETY TARPORLEY 

For membership details email 
membership@tastarporley.uk 

or see our website at 
www.tastarporley.uk 

Meetings at Tarporley Community Centre 
on 2nd Thursday, September to June at 

1.20pm. Coffee from 12.30pm. If you’d like 
to come as a guest, please contact 

membership@tastarporley.uk beforehand. 
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Birch Heath Veterinary Clinic
Birch Heath Road , Tarporley,

Cheshire
CW6 9UU

Tel: 01829 733777/
www.birchheathvets.co.uk 

Opening
times: Mon-Fri: 8am—7pm,
Sat: 9am- 12pm, Sun: Closed

J.C. CLARKE & SON 
Funeral Directors & Monumental Consultants

Pre-Paid Funerals Plans 
111 High Street, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0AY

Telephone: 01829 733808
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE
Part of ‘Dignity Plc a British Company

Do you often feel the people 
are mumbling, not speaking 
clearly?

Book your no obligation FREE hearing health check today

Head Office: 01829 824 245 
www.hummingbirdhearingcare.co.uk 

Your local clinic based in Taylors Optometrists 
in Winsford can help improve your 
hearing and change your life.

In partnership with
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