


"In A Jesus Christmas, Barbara Reaoch introduces children to the amazing truth
that God planned the first Christmas long before Jesus was born. Barbara
takes us on a journey through the Scriptures showing us the signposts that
point to the coming Savior and their fulfillment on the first Christmas Day. An
excellent family Christmas book with a powerful gospel message.”

MARTY MACHOWSKI, Pastor; Author, The Ology, The Gospel Story Bible, and
Long Story Short

"With every Christmas becoming more commercialized, parents are earnestly
seeking new ways to make the true story of Christmas much clearer to
their children. One glance through this remarkable book tells me that A
Jesus Christmas is just what mothers and fathers are looking for. | highly
recommend this book as a practical and powerful way to keep Jesus Christ
and his word at the very center of your family’s Christmas.”

JONI EARECKSON TADA, Joni and Friends International Disability Center

“Barbara Reaoch has written a fine series of family devotions for the Christmas
season. These daily studies are interactive, instructive, and faithful to
Scripture. If you have young children in your home, and you want to make
this Christmas more of a 'Jesus Christmas' than last year, try this little book
by this experienced children’s teacher.”

DONALD S. WHITNEY, Professor of Biblical Spirituality and Associate Dean,
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville; KY; Author, Spiritual
Disciplines for the Christian Life, Praying the Bible, andFamily Worship

"Barb Reaoch has provided families with"a unique interactive Christmas
devotional, starting with-God's promise in the garden.and continuing in
a logical progression to the incarnation. She has intentionally encouraged
the development of good Bible-study: skills for the whole family, and has
provided an opportunity for.engaging:in application of the truths learned,
and for families to-make Christ the center of their holiday celebration.”

SALLY'MICHAEL, Author; Co-Founder, Truth78

“As' a pastor and a father of young children, I'm always on the lookout
for good devotional materials for children. A Jesus Christmas by Barbara
Reaoch is an answer to that pursuit. | recommend families everywhere to
get it, study it with your kids, and remind one another of the reason for
the season.”

DAVE FURMAN, Senior Pastor, Redeemer Church of Dubai; Author, Kiss the
Wave: Embracing God in Your Trials, and Being There: How to Love Those
Who Are Hurting



"With its focus on the good news of Christ, A Jesus Christmas is the perfect
gift about the Perfect Gift. This easy-to-use, 25-day Advent devotional
will engage children and families with interactive questions and space for
creative journaling. Barbara Reaoch wisely guides even young readers
through the story of redemption, always stopping at signposts along the
way that point the heart to Jesus.”

CHAMP THORNTON, Pastor; Author, The Radical Book for Kids, and Pass It On:
A Proverbs Journal for the Next Generation

“Itis a special joy to commend Barbara Reaoch’s wonderful devotional book.
It's the world’s best story of all time—the story of Jesus’ love for all of us,
including the youngest person on the planet. May the blessing of God
accompany this timely work to the honor and glory of his name.”

WALTER C. KAISER, JR., President Emeritus, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

“A Jesus Christmas is a wonderful book for parents who want to help children
see the big picture of the gospel. Full of rich and interactive devotionals,
it will open the door into family conversations that celebrate the glory of
Christ during Christmastime—and beyond.”

SCOTT JAMES, Elder, The Church at Brook Hills; Author, The Littlest Watchman;
The Expected One, and Mission Accomplished

“Barbara Reaoch's book on Christmas stands out because it helps us see that
Old Testament promises are fulfilled“in the Christmas story. Christ's birth
isn't an isolated event, but fits with the fabric of all of biblical revelation. |
predict that A.desus:Christmas will be readiby many because it is_biblically
faithful'and accessible to all.”

TOM SCHREINER; James Buchanan Harrison Professor of New Testament
Interpretation and Associate Dean, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

"A Jesus Christmas is a beautiful way for whole families to gather together
around God's word and discover why Christmas is ultimately a reminder of
God’s. great and loving plans for humanity.”

CHRIS CIPOLLONE, Author, Down, Not Out; father of four
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These devotions are ideal for all ages. They are about faith—trusting Jesus, not
your own goodness. They are about repentance—living for Jesus, not yourself.
They are for children who already believe and for those who do not yet believe
in Jesus. We all need encouragement all the time to believe Jesus's truth.

Prepare your own heart before you lead your family or others.in A Jesus
Christmas. Ask your heavenly Father to guide you. Ask for insight about what
questions to ask and how to promote discussion. Pray for God to_give you a
daily desire to make Jesus the focus. of this Christmas.

THE DAILY PATTERN
Each.day hasfour parts: Explere, Explain, Engage, and Enter in. These are followed
by a wonderful true statement about Jesus and some family journaling space.

EXPLORE

Reading the Bible passage together is the key activity. The Bible will connect
these true stories to show us God’s plan for sending Jesus. His big picture will
come into view as you start to see these themes emerge:

e God's plan for sending Jesus started in the Garden of Eden.

Satan (the devil) was seen in the garden as a serpent/snake. Adam and Eve
listened to the serpent’s lie. Their sin broke everything in God's perfect world.

o Instead of running to God, we all run from him.

© God loves us more than we know. He promised to send his Son, Jesus, to
crush the serpent and destroy evil.
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® God planned for Jesus to come through the family line of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Ruth, and David.

® The serpent tells many lies but Jesus always tells the truth.

Jesus lived and died for us to free us from the serpent’s lies so that we can
come to God as our Father.

All who receive the gift of Jesus are God's children and will live with him forever.

EXPLAIN

Each day three things are highlighted: God’s plan for Jesus, the serpent’s lies,
and Jesus's truth. Try to answer your child’s questions but don't get bogged
down in details. Assure everyone that as they learn more about Jesus, the truths
will start to connect.

ENGAGE

There are two Engage questions for older children. The first helps children
discover how truth intersects with their lives. The second question stimulates
deeper discussion.

Each Engage question also has a simpler version after it. This is ideal for younger
children or those with less Bible knowledge. The older and younger questions
are marked as shown below:

For older children 4 Foryounger children

Be prepared to get the conversation going. Ask God for willingness totalk about
times when you are tempted to sin. Pray that you will respond to your kids with
understanding and not in a judgmental tone.-As your family responds honestly
to God's word and Spirit, they will begin to treasure the truth of Jesus.

ENTERIN

This:short prayer is a springboard for your response to whatever God shows you
about himself, Jesus, and yourself. The journal notes you make will continue to
remind you of how God has used his Spirit and his word to work eternal miracles
in your family.

JESUS IS...
These “Jesusis..."” statements will help your family to remember that Christmas
is about Jesus. Some have been decorated for you, though your child may
want to add extra stars and patterns. Others have letter outlines for your child
to color in.
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FAMILY JOURNALING SPACE

This is a place to respond to what God has shown you. You might want to write
down what you have learned, draw a picture, list things to thank God for, draw
how your face looks when you think about Jesus, or use this space for any other
way you want to respond to God. There is some extra journaling space at the
back of the book for any days when you have an idea that needs more room.

ANSWERS

If you would find it helpful, you can download an answer sheet to all of the
Explore and Engage questions from www.thegoodbook.com/ajc-answers.pdf

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Be brief. Be real. Be consistent.

SOME USEFUL BIBLE WORDS

)
e

& -
AMEN: This Hebrew word means “1 agree.” It is a way of n 42\

joining in with someone’s prayer:

BIBLE / SCRIPTURE./ GOD’S BOOK: Although the Bible was written by.about 40
people, God made sure that they wrote exactly what he wanted them to write.
God speaks tous throughthe Bible, and what he says in the Bible is always true.

CHRISTMAS: We don't know exactly when Jesus was born, but December 25th
was chosen as a day to celebrate Christmas—the birth of Jesus Christ.

FULFILLED: When one of God's promises is fulfilled, it means that he has done
exactly what he promised to do. When Jesus was born at the very first Christmas,
he fulfilled many.of God's promises.

ISRAEL / ISRAELITES / GOD'S CHILDREN: God promised Abraham that his family
would be so huge that counting them would be like trying to count all of the
stars. This family were God's people, often known as the Israelites or simply
Israel. God promised that his rescuing King would come from this family.

MERCY: Mercy is when God doesn't treat us in the way we deserve. Instead God
shows us grace, which is his huge kindness to people who don’t deserve it.
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MESSIAH / CHRIST: “Messiah” is a Hebrew word. The same word in Greek is
“Christ.” They both mean “the anointed one.” When someone became king,
they were anointed with oil. The names Messiah and Christ tell us that Jesus is
God’s chosen King.

SERPENT: In the Garden of Eden, Satan (the devil) was seen as a serpent/snake.

SIN / SINFUL: When we sin, we do what we want instead of what God wants. In
our hearts we believe the lies of the serpent more than we believe God. Jesus
came to rescue us from the problem of sin.

THE CROSS: Jesus's enemies killed him by nailing him to a cross and leaving him
there to die. But it was God who had already planned that Jesus would die. As
Jesus died on the cross, he took all the punishment for our sin, so that everyone
who trusts in Jesus can be forgiven.

10
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EXPLORE

Read Genesis 3 v 1-5 and 14-15

What lie did the serpent tell Adam and Eve? (verses 4-5)

What did God tell the serpent? (verses 14-15)

EXPLAIN

God's plan.for the first Christmas starts right at the beginning of the Bible. God
built a beautiful garden for Adam and Eve's home. He talked with them like best
friends talk, and gave them lots of delicious fruit to eat. God loved Adam and
Eve so much that he warned them not to eat the fruit of one tree. They would
die if they ate that fruit.

But a serpent in the garden (who was really Satan) told them God had lied. The
serpent said they couldn’t trust what God said. Was the serpent telling the truth?
No! God always speaks what is true. Sadly, Adam and Eve believed the serpent
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and ate the fruit. Now weeds grow and God’s creatures die. Worse yet, the terrible
lie of the serpent lives on in every human heart. Instead of running to God, we
run from him.

God loved Adam and Eve so much more than they thought. Adam’s and Eve's
sin broke everything. But God made the best-ever promise! God promised to
send someone to crush the serpent and destroy evil. That someone is Jesus.

ENGAGE

Why do we run away from God instead of to him?

Ever since Adam and Eve believed the serpent, what lives in our hearts?

What makes God's promise of Jesus the very best promise ever?

What promise did God give to Adam and Eve and us all?

ENTER IN

God, you are our good Father. Thank you for your promise to send Jesus. We
want to learn what it means to run to you and stop running from you. Help us
know you and love you more this Christmas and always. Amen.

12
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IDEAS: Write “JESUS” in big letters and color in;
or write your own prayer; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Genesis 15 v 1-6
What did God promise Abram? (verses 4-5)

How did Abram respond to God's promise? (verse 6)

EXPLAIN

Christmas is God's answer to ourbiggest problem. God promised to send Jesus
to rescue us from the serpent’s terrible lie in our hearts. But how would God
send Jesus?

God told a man named Abram, “Do not be afraid. | am your great reward.”
God promised him a son. Did Abram hear this right? He and his wife, Sarai,
were too old to have a baby. Then God told him something even more
amazing: “Look up into the night sky and count the stars.” Abram would have
as many children as there are stars. And from Abram'’s son’s son’s son’s ... son
the Rescuer would come.

14
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Abram believed God. He did not listen to the serpentss lie that says, “You have
to see it before you can believe it.” The truth is, we see the truth when we
believe in Jesus. God gives us hearts that can see. Jesus is the Rescuer—who
lived all his perfect life for us. And Jesus died for every wrong thing we do. Jesus
rescues everyone who believes in him.

ENGAGE

Why is believing the truth about Jesus a good thing?
What does this mean for you?

Why do we need Jesus to rescue us?

What would you say to someone who asked, “Why do we need Jesus?”

Who does Jesus rescue?

ENTER IN

Father God, you are powerful. Thank you for making it possible for Abram to
believe you and your promise to him. Please take away our unbelief. Give us
new hearts to believe you and your promise of Jesus. Amen.

DID YOU KNOW? God gave new names to Abram and Sarai. When we read
about them tomorrow, they will be called Abraham and Sarah.
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IDEAS: Draw lots and lots of stars; or write why Jesus is
the greatest Rescuer of all; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Genesis 21 v 1-6

What did God give to Abraham and Sarah, just as he promised? (verses 1-2)

How did Sarahreact to having a'son? (verse 6)

EXPLAIN

Christmas is God's way of saying, "I always keep my promises.” God promised
to make Abraham the father of many children. Best of all, one of his son’s son’s
son’s ... sons would be Jesus! But when no son was born, the terrible lie of the
serpent made him wonder, “How can | be sure God will keep his promise?”

When Sarah heard God’s promise to give her a child, she laughed (Genesis 18
v 12). After all, what does a pregnant 90-year-old look like?! But, nine months
later, Sarah gave birth to a baby boy. They named him Isaac, which means “son
of laughter.” Sarah laughed again, this time from a heart of joy.
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Christmas tells us that Jesus is God's “YES” to all of his promises. When God
came out of heaven, in Jesus, he proved that all of his promises are true. Jesus’s
joy fills our hearts when we believe in him. The joy of a Christmas gift lasts only
a short time. But the joy Jesus puts in our hearts lasts forever. Jesus is real joy!

ENGAGE

For every day to seem like Christmas, we would need gifts and special treats
every day. Why does the joy from a Christmas gift last only a short time?

How do we know God always keeps his promises?

The lasting joy we all really want comes from Jesus. Have you told him; " Jesus,

| trust you as my Rescuer; you alone can give me a newheart and'a new life
with you forever”?

How long does the joy that Jesus gives us last?

ENTER IN

God, you are the Promise-Keeper. You have the power to keep all your promises.
Please give us the forever joy of trusting Jesus as our Rescuer. Amen.

18
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IDEAS: Draw Abraham and Sarah with baby Isaac; or list gifts from

God that make you happy; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Genesis 28 v 10-17

What did Jacob see in his dream? (verse 12)

What did God promise Jacob? (verses13-15)

EXPLAIN

God's plan for the first Christmas included an unlikely guy named Jacob.
Abraham'’s grandsons, Jacob and Esau, were twins. Jacob tricked his brother
and lied to his father, Isaac. Jacob messed up a lot and knew his father loved
Esau more. But God chose Jacob. God would send Jesus to bless the world
through Jacob's family.

The terrible lie of the serpent whispers, “You haven't kept your promises to
God—how will he keep his promise to you?” The truth is, Jesus came to rescue
promise-breakers like Jacob. In a dream, God showed Jacob a stairway with

20



A JESUS CHRISTMAS

angels going up and down from heaven to earth. God came to Jacob. Jacob did
not have to climb the stairway to God.

Christmas tells us that Jesus is the Stairway (John 1 v 51). God didn't send
Jesus to help us be strong enough to climb up to him. God loves us so much
that Jesus came down to get us. God's rescue plan is better than we could ever
dream. We don't have to rescue ourselves... Jesus takes us to God.

ENGAGE

How is Jesus the Stairway to God?

Who is the Stairway to God?

People say that Santa’s gifts depend on how you answer the-question, “Have
you been good this year?” The Bible asks a totally different question: “Have
you trusted in Jesus (not in your own goeodness)?” Have you received God's
gift of Jesus and given him-your love and life?

What is God's rescue plan?

ENTERIN

Father God, you are always right and just. We're amazed that you know we mess
up and yet you love us. Thank you for sending Jesus to be strong for us. Help us
rest in your great love. Amen.

21
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IDEAS: Draw angels on a stairway; or write a prayer thanking God for
loving us when we mess up; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Exodus 3 v 4-10
Why did Moses need to take off his sandals? (verses 5-6)

Why was God-sending Moses to Egypt? (verses 8-10)

EXPLAIN

Moses was part of God’s plan for the first Christmas. The family of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob grew into a very big family called Israel. But something was
terribly wrong. God's people—often called God's children—were slaves! They
lived far away in a place called Egypt. God sent Moses to lead his people.
Moses loved God and was a good person. Moses would rescue God's children
from slavery. But he could not crush the head of the serpent.

The serpent whispers, “Any good person could rescue you.” The truth is, no
matter how good or wise, all teachers and leaders are sinful. Jesus is the only

23
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truly good Teacher and Leader. The serpent tempted Jesus, but Jesus won every
fight against sin. Only Jesus never sinned, so only Jesus can rescue us.

Christmas tells us that Jesus is much more than a good person—he is fully God
and fully human. Only Jesus can bring us to God. God's Book, the Bible, says,
"Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder
of a house has greater honor than the house itself” (Hebrews 3 v 3). Jesus is our
only way to God.

ENGAGE

Why is Jesus the only one who can rescue us?

Who is the only one that can rescue us?

Christmas is mostly fun, but problems happen. When you speak mean words
and you sin, how can Jesus be your Rescuer? (Adults, share honestly about
your own need, to get the discussion going.)

How is Jesus different from every other good person?

ENTER IN

Father God, you have a big plan for your people. Jesus, help us remember how
powerful you are. Please use your perfect strength to rescue us from impatience
and worry. We want you to be at the center of this Christmas and not us. Amen.

24
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IDEAS: Draw the burning bush (Exodus 3 v 2); or copy God's name _atiw
from Exodus 3 v 6; or something else.. §
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EXPLORE
Read Exodus 12 v 21-27

The leaders of Israel were also called elders. What instructions did Moses give
to them? (verses 21-23)

What did-God’s'people tell their children about Passover? (verses 26-27)

EXPLAIN

The miracle of Christmas was coming. But God's people were still slaves in
Egypt. Had God forgotten them? No! To help them wait for the first Christmas,
God gave them pictures of what Jesus would be like. The first picture was the
Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5 v 7). Jesus the Lamb was coming.

God warned the Egyptians how bad sin is. But they listened to the serpent
whisper, “God won't really punish anyone.” The truth is, sin hurts us and
everyone. So God's love for all people means he must punish sin. God lovingly

26
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planned a way to punish evil and forgive his children at the same time. God
punished evil in all of Egypt. But the lamb’s blood on the door-frames kept his
people safe inside their houses.

Christmas tells us Jesus is the Lamb (John 1 v 29). Jesus never sinned, but he
took the punishment for sin that we deserve. When Jesus hung on the cross, his
body was broken and his blood poured out, to keep us safe with God. God's
greatest gift to you is his only Son. Jesus rescues us from God's punishment
for sin.

ENGAGE

Why is it good to see how bad sin is?

The Bible calls Jesus the Lamb. Why?

Imagine this: When a fire came, a mother bird covered her chicks: with-her
body to keep them safe. She died but the-fire did not touch the chicks.
Punishment for sin will be like a-deadly fire. How does knowing Jesus as
your Passover Lamb help youknow you are safe from sin’s punishment?

Whatis God's plan to punish evil and forgive his people at the same time?

ENTERIN

Father God, you are right and just. Your warnings come from your heart of love.
Please help us replace the lies that we've believed about sin with your truth.
Thank you for sending Jesus to be our Passover Lamb. Amen.

27
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IDEAS: Draw a door-frame and color the top and sides red; or write a prayer ./
thanking Jesus for being our Passover Lamb; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Exodus 16 v 1-5 and 31

Why did the people grumble? (verses 1-3)

What did the peoplecall the bread God gave them to eat? (verse 31)

EXPLAIN

How hard it was to wait for the first Christmas! On the long walk to their new
home, God gave his children a second picture of Jesus—manna, the special
bread with which he fed them. Their tummies were full but their hearts didn't see
the picture of Jesus. All they could think about was the food they missed and
how hard this new life was.

The serpent’s terrible lie asks, “Is life with God really better than life without
him?” The truth is, life with God is the only way to true happiness. God made us
for himself. We may hunger for money, friends, talents, looking good and being
smart. but only God fills our hearts and truly satisfies. Jesus, the Bread of Life,
fills us up with his life.

29
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Christmas tells us that Jesus is the true Manna (John 6 v 31-35). Bread fills our
stomachs, but Jesus fills our hearts. The taste of Jesus in your heart is so much

sweeter than freshly baked bread in your mouth. Jesus fills our hearts with
his life.

ENGAGE

How is Jesus the only way to true happiness?

Why is Jesus the Bread of life?

What kind of hunger do you see in the lives of your friends? Now, be honest
with yourself—what hunger is in your life? (Adults, talk about ways'you
hunger for lesser things than Jesus, to encourage open‘sharing.)

When is.a person truly happy?

ENTER IN

Father God, you are faithful. Help us see that you meet our needs better than
everything else we love so much. Thank you for the promise of Jesus. As we
read your Book and pray today, help us taste the sweetness of Jesus. Amen.

30
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EXPLORE
Read Exodus 25 v 1-9

Why did God want the people to build a tabernacle (big tent)? (verse 8)

How did the people know what to build? (verse 9)

EXPLAIN

Why was the first Christmas taking so long? On the long walk to their new home,
God gave his children a third picture of Jesus. God loved his children so much
that he made his home right in the middle of their neighborhood. God's big,
beautiful tent was his new home.

Adam and Eve had once lived with God. They walked and talked with God as
best friends do. But after Adam and Eve believed the serpent’s lie, they ran and
hid from God. Now the serpent whispers, “God lives so far away. Does he really

32
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love you?” The truth is God has always loved us so much more than we think. He
showed his love by sending Jesus. Jesus is God's true Tent (John 1 v 14).

Christmas tells us that Jesus came to make his home in our hearts. Jesus is so
close to his people that he even hears what they think. And he sees everything.
Not even a hair falls from your head unless it is in his good plan for you. Jesus
came to make your heart his home.

ENGAGE

What does it mean to you that God loves you so much that he wants you to
be close to him?

Who is God's true Tent?

It is easy to feel lonely when you believe God livesfar away. What loneliness
do you see in the lives of your friends? How might God use you'to help
them know his love?

Where doesJesus make his’home?

ENTERIN

Father God, thank you for your amazing love. You are not far away. You are close
and you care. Jesus, please make our hearts your home. We want to know you
and love you more and more. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw a big tent; or draw a heart for each person in your family
and write “Jesus” inside each one; or something else...
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EXPLORE

Read Ruth 4 v 13-17

How did the women describe Naomi's daughter-in-law, Ruth? (verses 14-15)

What was the-name of Naomi's.grandchild (Boaz and Ruth’s son)? (verse17)

EXPLAIN

Was it ever going to be Christmas? Life was scary for God’s children. Everyone
was hungry. That's when Naomi and her husband left their home in Bethlehem.
It got worse. Naomi’s husband and two sons died. Naomi was all alone except
for her son’s wife, Ruth. And Ruth did not yet know God. But God’s plan for
Christmas included Ruth.

The serpent whispers, “Only good people are in God's family.” The truth is,
God adopts everyone into his family who turns from the serpent’s lies and trusts
in Jesus. God is not ashamed to call you his child whether you belong to a good
family or feel that you don't belong at all. Ruth chose to believe God.
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Christmas tells us that all who trust in Jesus are God's children. Ruth’s name
is right there in Jesus's family tree (Matthew 1 v 5). Ruth married Boaz, a man
from Abraham’s family. Even more amazing, their son Obed was King David's
grandfather. But most amazing of all, Ruth’s son’s son’s son’s ... son was Jesus.
Anyone who turns from sin and trusts in Jesus is God'’s child.

ENGAGE

Who can become a child in God's family?

Who did Ruth choose to believe, and who was her son’s son’s son’s ... son?

When you are in a new school or neighborhood, Christmas can be-hard. Who
do you know who might feel that they don’t belong? How could you show
them that Jesus's love includes them?

Who does God adopt into his family?

ENTER IN

Father God, you are so kind. Thank you for loving all people and including
people of every color, nation, and tribe in your family. Please forgive us for
sometimes playing favorites only with those who look like us and live like we do.
Give us your heart for all people. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw lots of different people; or list at least ten countries and thank
God that he loves people from every country; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read 2 Samuel 7 v 8-13

What are the four things the Lorp did for David? (verses 8-9)

What did the Lorp promise to-build for David? (verses 11-13)

EXPLAIN

David was a big part of God’s Christmas plan. David—Boaz and Ruth’s great-
grandson—was a shepherd in Bethlehem. God loved David and made him king.
David loved God and did many great things for him. Then, David decided to

build a big, beautiful home for God.

The serpent whispers, “Do great things for God and he will love you.” The truth
is, God loves us not because of what we do but because of Jesus. We could
never deserve God’s love by what we do. God told David, “Actually, I'm going
to build a house for you. Not a house of wood and stone, but a family with a son
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who will be a king forever.” From then on, God's children knew King David’s son’s
son’s son’s ... son would be God's promised forever King. That means Jesus!

Christmas tells us that Jesus is God's King who rules forever. The angel
announced, “"He will be great ... the Lord God will give him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign ... forever; his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1 v
32-33). Jesus is the King that God promised to send.

ENGAGE

Why do some people think they need to do good things for God to love
them?

Who is King David’s son’s son’s son’s ... son?

If we study hard, we get good grades. If we practice'hard, we get on the team.
And at Christmas, some people say that if we are good, we get lotsof gifts!
How is God's way different?

What did. God build for King David?

ENTERIN

Father God, you are the Master Planner. You are building a kingdom for King
Jesus. And you kindly used David’s family in your plan. Sometimes we think that
we have to earn your love. Help us to believe the truth that we are your children
because of what you have done for us. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw a beautiful crown; or draw David's family tree
(father Jesse, grandfather Obed, and great-grandparents

Ruth and Boaz); or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Isaiah 9 v 6-7
What will the child be called? (verse 6)

EXPLAIN

The first Christmas was taking a long time! One king after another from King
David's family ruled and then died. None of them crushed the serpent. How
would King Jesus be different? What Isaiah said surprised everyone! Jesus is the
Mighty God, who created the world and yet would come to us as a child. Jesus
is the Everlasting Father and powerful King of the universe and yet would come
as a helpless baby.

The serpent whispers, “Why did Jesus need to be a human being?” The truth
is, as a human, Jesus understands us better than anyone. Jesus cried, was
hungry, talked to his friends, and slept. Jesus learned to talk, read, obey, and
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help his parents. He understands how weak we are. Jesus went through all our
temptations and yet always obeyed God. Jesus was strong for us.

Christmas tells us Jesus was born to live for us. Jesus lived all his perfect life for
us. He gives strength to all who run to him for help. Jesus was tempted in every
way and never sinned.

ENGAGE

Do you think Jesus knows what it’s like to feel afraid or sad (Hebrews 2 v 17-18)?
What else do you think Jesus understands about you?

How is King Jesus different from other kings in David's family?

It helps to talk to someone who understands, so what would.you like to
tell Jesus?

Why does Jesus understand us so well?

ENTER IN

Father God, you are so good. Thank you for your amazing plan to send Jesus
as a human. Jesus, you know us better than we know ourselves. Help us run
to you for help when we are tempted. We need your strength when we are
weak. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw a baby wearing a crown; or choose one name for Jesus
(Isaiah 9 v 6) and write it in beautiful letters; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Isaiah 53 v 1-6

What are four things to learn about Jesus from these verses? (verses 2-4)

Why was Jesus:pierced and crushed? (verse'5)

EXPLAIN

King Jesus was really.coming! But God's picture of a king is so different. Other
kings have bighouses, beautiful jewels, lots of money, and the praises of people.
Most kings want to be served. But King Jesus left behind the joys of heaven and
the praises of angels to come and die for us. People rejected and beat him.
Jesus allowed the serpent to kill him. But this was God's rescue plan.

The serpent whispers, “Did Jesus really have to die?” The truth is, the whole
world broke when Adam and Eve listened to the serpent. Only Jesus could
crush the serpent and destroy evil and death. Through his death, Jesus broke
the serpent’s power over us.
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Christmas tells us that Jesus was born to die for us. “Since the children have flesh
and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break
the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2
v 14). Jesus died to set us free.

ENGAGE

When Jesus died it seemed that the serpent had won. Why was it God's plan
for Jesus to die?

How is Jesus different from other kings?

Jesus frees us from the devil’s power and gives us strength to fight against sin
(John 8 v 34-36). If you are God’s child, talk about a time when youwere
tempted to sin and Jesus gave you power to say “No.” (Adults, to get the
discussion going, share honestly.)

Why did Jesus die?

ENTER IN

Father God, your kingdom is so different. And Jesus, you are totally different
from every other king. You are loving and powerful. We want to live for you.
Please give us your strength to fight against sin. When we are tempted to do
what is wrong, help us remember to ask for your power to say “No.” Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw the serpent, and then cross it out because Jesus wins; or write
a prayer thanking Jesus for coming to die; or something else...
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Read Matthew 1 v 18-24
What did the angel of the Lord tell Joseph? (verses 20-21)

What does Immanuel mean? (verse 23)

EXPLAIN

The first Christmas was getting close! God gave Joseph the honor of bringing
Jesus up as his son. But Jesus would be different from every other baby. Mary
would be Jesus's mother, but Jesus is God'’s Son.

The serpent whispers, “Isn't Jesus just a good teacher or prophet?” The
truth is, Jesus is God the Son—Immanuel, God with us. With one mind and
heart, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit planned for Jesus to leave his home
in heaven to come to us. Because Jesus loved us, he put on a human body,
but he never sinned.
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Christmas tells us that Jesus is fully God. Jesus is holy and is the way to our holy
God. We can't just pretend we have clean hearts. And no matter how hard we
try, we can’t make ourselves good enough. God didn’t send a good teacher or
prophet to tell us what to do. Only Jesus could take the full and right anger of
God against sin. “The Son is the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1 v 15).
Jesus is God with us.

ENGAGE

What did coming to rescue us cost Jesus?

How was Jesus different from every other baby?

What are you learning about Jesus that is making your leve for him grow?

How is Jesus different from other good'teachers?

ENTER IN

Father God, you made a way for us to stop running from you. You sent Jesus
so that we can run to you with our hearts clean from sin. Jesus, thank you for
leaving your amazing home in heaven. You are the only one who could open the
way for us to be forgiven. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw the angel; or write what it means to you that
Jesus is “God with us”; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 1 v 30-37

What are at least four things the angel told Mary about Jesus? (verses 32-33)

How did the angel answer Mary’s question?«(verses 35-36)

EXPLAIN

God’s plan for Christmas included a girl named Mary. But when Mary heard
what the angel said, she was shocked! Mary’s baby, Jesus, would be the King
that God promised to rescue his people. He would not be like any other king.
He would be God's Son. King Jesus would live and rule with his people forever.

The serpent lies and says, “This life is all there is.” The truth is, God's people
enjoy life and love with Jesus now and always. Not even death can stop this
forever life. One day Jesus will wipe away all our tears.

50



A JESUS CHRISTMAS

Christmas tells us that Jesus gives us a forever life. Jesus died and the serpent
thought he had won. But after three days—what a surprise! Jesus was alive
again! He crushed the serpent. Jesus won victory over sin and death. Now when
we close our eyes in death, we will wake up in heaven and see Jesus (John 14 v
2-3). God's children enjoy life in this world with Jesus now, one day in heaven,
and then with Jesus in his kingdom forever. Jesus is God's forever King.

ENGAGE

All who turn away from sin and trust in Jesus are God’s children. What could
you say to a friend who is not sure they are God’s child?

How long will King Jesus live and rule with his children?

Jesus lived for us, died for us, and rose to life for us. One day King Jesus will
come back, and then all his children will enjoy forever life with_him. If-you
are not sure you are God's child, will you use this space to write out a prayer
asking God for faith to trust Jesus?

How-long do God’s children live?

ENTERIN

God, you are the loving Father of a great big family. The thought of living in your
family forever in heaven is too wonderful for us to imagine. We want to be your
children. Please give us faith to turn from sin and to trust Jesus as our Rescuer
and King. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw Mary and the angel; or write how you feel
about being God's child; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 1 v 38-45

How did Mary respond to the angel's news? (verse 38)

What did the Holy Spirit showElizabeth about Mary's:baby? (verses 42-45)

EXPLAIN

Christmas had almost come! Mary still had questions, but she trusted God. She
said, “I'am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” Mary and
her cousin Elizabeth were both going to have babies. Elizabeth’s unborn baby
jumped for joy because Mary’s baby was the Lord Jesus. Mary was happy that
she had offered her life to God. His plan for her life was good.

The serpent’s lie says, “You won't be happy unless you are in charge of your life.”
The truth is, God is in charge and God is good. Mary did not demand her own
way. She gladly gave herself to God. True happiness is ours when we give our
lives to our good God.
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Christmas tells us that Jesus came to give his life to us. Now we can give our
lives to him—our hands, feet, eyes, tongue, mind... and heart. Trying to get our
own way in life can never make us truly happy. True happiness comes when you
aive vour life to Jesus.

ENGAGE

Reading God's Book, praying, and obeying God are part of giving your life to
Jesus. In this crazy busy time of year, what smaller joy will you put aside to
spend time with God?

Who knew that God's plan for her life was good?

Life with Jesus means doing whatever he wants—even when it means changing
our plans. Even when it isn't fun. Even when no one else is'watching! How
might you use your hands, feet, eyes, tongue; mind;and heart to_help
someone else be truly happy today?

When are we truly happy?

ENTERIN

Father God, you are in charge and you are good. We want to know the true
happiness of giving our lives to Jesus. Show us what to set aside so that we
make time to talk with you and read your Book. And help us listen for the things
you want us to do today. Amen.
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 1 v 46-55
What did Mary say that God had done for her? (verses 48-49)

What are at least fourreasons why Mary rejoiced in God? (verses 50-55)

EXPLAIN

Christmas was really close! How amazing! God gave Mary the gift of being
the Rescuer’s mother. Her heart cried out, “My soul glorifies the Lord.” Now
Mary knew why she was alive—to love God, enjoy him, and live for him. All
her dreams were too small compared to this. Nothing in life could make her as
happy as God.

The serpent’s lie says, “Your life is all about you.” The truth is that God made us
to love him and live for him. Our lives will never be right until we live for him.
When we try to live for ourselves, it's like trying to put shoes on our hands! It
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doesn't work. Shoes were made for feet. You were made for God. Life with God
is truly happy.

Christmas tells us that Jesus gives us big dreams. Our dreams are too small
compared to God's purpose for our life. “No human mind has conceived—the
things God has prepared for those who love him!” (1 Corinthians 2 v 9). We are
alive to bring praise to Jesus.

ENGAGE

What happens when you believe the lie that “your life is all about you"?

What gift did God give Mary?

What purpose does God have for your life,.which is.bigger than any of.your
dreams?

What is it like when we try to live for ourselves instead of for God?

ENTERIN

Father God, you made each of us for a reason. Please teach us what it means to
love you and live for you. There are many things we dream about doing. Show
us what choices to make so that we live for you. Help us to want to live for you
more than for ourselves. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw your face looking as happy as Mary was; write the name of your
favorite Christmas carol, and sing it together; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 1 v 59-60 and 76-79

What will Zechariah's child (John) do to prepare the way for Jesus? (verses
76-77)

What is the result of God's tender mercy? (verses 78-79)

EXPLAIN

Are you ready for Christmas? God promised to help people get ready for Jesus
(Isaiah 40 v 1-3). Long ago, people got ready for a king's visit by clearing away
stones from the path. Elizabeth and Zechariah's child, John, came to prepare
the path for King Jesus. When John grew up he told everyone, “Repent!”—
meaning, clear the stones from your heart.

The serpent’s lie says, “Our lives are OK just as they are.” The truth is, our lives
are like a path full of rocks and stones that make us and others fall. When we fall,
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we feel dirty and run from God. But when we admit to God the wrong things we
think, say, and do, we find Jesus is with us, picking us up and making us clean.

Christmas tells us that Jesus forgives our sins and gives us joy. To repent is more
than saying “sorry.” It is Jesus helping us to love him more than our sin. Jesus
helps us to turn around and run to God. Jesus is the Path to forgiveness and joy.

ENGAGE

A home may look clean until sunshine streams in, showing the dirt and dust.
And our lives may look clean until God’s light shines in. What “dirt and dust”
in your life is God showing you? Will you admit your sin to God? (Adults, talk
about what God is showing you, to encourage open sharing.)

Who did God send to get people ready for Jesus?

Use this space to write a prayer, and ask God to help you see your need for
Jesus to pick you up and make you-clean.

What does it mean to repent?

ENTER IN

Father God, you made a way for us to stop running away from you. Jesus, you
are our Path back to God. Most of the time, we don’t want to say we're sorry to
anyone. Please give us the courage to admit to you the wrong things we think,
say, and do. We want to know your forgiveness and joy. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw Elizabeth and Zechariah's baby (John); or write about why

being forgiven is so wonderful; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 2 v 1-7

What names of people and places are in these verses?

Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem? (verses 4-5)

EXPLAIN

Finally—Christmas came! Baby Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Just as God had
promised long before, the King who would rule forever came from King David's
home, Bethlehem (Micah 5 v 2). King David’s son’s son’s son’s ... son is Jesus.
Jesus has always lived. Jesus left his home with his Father in heaven to come
into our world. And King Jesus will live and rule forever.

The serpent’s lie says the story of Jesus is just make-believe. The truth is, Jesus
is real. His story is not pretend. Caesar Augustus and Quirinius were real people
ruling when Jesus was born. Bethlehem was and is a real place.
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Christmas is the real story of God's plan to send Jesus. One day Jesus is coming
again, not as a baby but as God's powerful King. At last the world will be as it
should be. “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and
of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 11 v 15). Jesus is
real and he is coming again.

ENGAGE

Faith doesn't mean wishing that everything turns out okay. Faith in Jesus is
trusting truth. How does knowing that Jesus really lived, died, and came
back to life help you know for sure that he is coming again?

How do we know the story of Jesus is real?

When Jesus returns, there will be no more death or pain (Revelation 21-v. 4).
His children will live with him forever in the world as.it should be (Revelation
21 v 3). How does this amazing truth change how you want to live today?

What is God’s plan for Jesus?

ENTERIN

Father God, your plan is so much bigger than we ever knew. You put everything
in place for Jesus to be born. And you will put it together for his return. When
King Jesus comes again, we know we will do whatever he says. Help us to want
to do whatever he shows us right now! Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw the manger Jesus slept in; or list some times when
following King Jesus is hard; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 2 v 8-12

Why were the shepherds in the fields? (verse 8)

Name at leastfive things the angel'told the shepherds. (verses 10-12)

EXPLAIN

Shepherds were the first to hear about Christmas! Shepherds didn’t expect to
ever hear any good news. Most people stayed away from shepherds. They were
smelly and dirty. They didn’t wear nice clothes. Shepherds were not usually
invited to parties—much less a Christmas party. But God loved the shepherds!
He gave them the amazing news, before anyone else, that Jesus was born.

The serpent’s lie says that God loves only certain kinds of people. The truth is,
God loves people who are rich and poor, good and bad, smart and not so smart.
God loves people of every nation, color, and language.
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Christmas tells us that Jesus came for all people. You may be young or old,
very important or ignored by others. You may know a lot or not yet be able to
read. None of these things matter to God. The angels shouted out their joyful
message to all people: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord.” Jesus came for you.

ENGAGE

How is God's way of loving people different from the way we usually love
people?

Who were the first people God chose to hear that Jesus was born?

How could you reach out to show Jesus's love to someone you think no one
else would talk to?

Who did Jesus come for?

ENTER IN

Father God, we're amazed to know about your great love for all people. We
admit that we often like people most who look like us and think like we do.
Please put your love into our hearts for people who are different than us. And
help us to love others as Jesus does. Amen.
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that Jesus loves you; or something else..
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 2 v 13-20
What words from God did the angels tell the shepherds? (verse 14)

What did Mary do with the shepherd’s words that she knew were from God?
(verse.19)

EXPLAIN

The Rescuer was born! The shepherds heard the best words ever! Angels spoke
the very words of God to announce the birth of his Son. Today, we hear the best
words ever—the very words of God—in his Book, the Bible. God's Book is God
speaking to us.

The serpent’s lie says, “The Bible is just another book.” The truth is, the Bible
is not like any other book. God's Book is “sweeter than honey to my mouth!”
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(Psalm 119 v 103) When we hear or read the Bible, the Holy Spirit makes God’s
words sweet to us. In God's Book we hear the sweetest name of all—Jesus.

Christmas tells us that the words about Jesus in God's Book are true. Everything
the shepherds saw was just as they had been told. Mary didn’t just listen; she
“treasured” and “pondered” what she heard. She thought about God's truth
long and hard to get all the sweetness out that she could. God's Book is all
about Jesus.

ENGAGE

How do you know God’s Book is different from every other book?

What are the very best words we will ever hear?

Remember when you've tried to make the sweetness'last afteryou ate a piece
of candy? Mary wanted to hold the sweet truths of Jesus in her heartforever.
What sweet truths about Jesus do you want to hold in your heart?

What makes the Bible different from any other book?

ENTERIN

Father God, we know that we don't love you and your Book as much as we
should. Please help us to want to read your Book. Please help us not to love
other things more than we love you. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw lots of angels in the sky; or write some words of Jesus that you ./
treasure as Mary did; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 2 v 25-32
What did the Holy Spirit tell Simeon he would see before he died? (verse 26)

What did Simeon know aboutJesus that caused himto praise God?
(verses 30-32)

EXPLAIN

God's plan for Christmas included an old man named Simeon. For Simeon’s whole
life,’'he had believed God's promises to Abraham. He had prayed for King David's
son’s son’s son’s ... son to come and save God's people from the serpent’s lies.
God gave Simeon a special promise—he would see the Rescuer before he died.

The day had come! When Joseph and Mary brought baby Jesus into the temple,
Simeon saw that this baby was the Rescuer. He knew he could die in peace. "“For
my eyes have seen your salvation,” he said. The serpent whispers, “Why do
you need to be saved? You are better than most people.” The truth is that the
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terrible lies of the serpent live in every human heart. Even the good things we
do are stained by sin.

Christmas tells us that Jesus saves us from sin’s punishment and power. Jesus’s
name means, "He will save us from our sins.” Everyone who trusts Jesus is
rescued from their sin and welcomed into God's family. Jesus sets us free from
sin to live for him.

ENGAGE

If we compare ourselves with others we might say, “Bad people may need Jesus,
but I'm pretty good.” What is the truth about our sin and Jesus's rescue?

What special promise did God give to Simeon?

Have you heard these lies? “Don't worry about sin—God"is'happy with what
you do for him.” / "Everybody does some bad things, but when you do,
you make up by doing good things:” / "Little sins‘aren’t that bad—just tell
God you're sorry.” What lies does the serpent whisper to you about your
sin? What is-the truth?

What did Simeon know when he saw baby Jesus?

ENTERIN

Father God, your kindness is so amazing! Thank you for sending Jesus to save us
because we could never save ourselves. Help us see what lies we believe about
our sin. And Jesus, please set us free from sin. We want to live for you! Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw Simeon's face when he saw the baby Jesus;
or write your own prayer; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Luke 2 v 36-39
What did Anna do all day, every day? (verse 37)

How did God show Anna that he had answered her prayers? (verse 38)

EXPLAIN

Anna'was part of God’s plan for Christmas. Anna was very old. She loved God
and believed his promise to send the Rescuer. Her hope, like Eve's, was for the
Rescuer to:come and crush the serpent’s head. She longed for Abraham’s son’s
son’sson’s ... son to come and bless the world. Anna prayed every day that God
would send Jesus.

The serpent whispers, “Why pray if God already knows what he is going to
do?” The truth is, God uses our prayers to bring about his will, the things he has
decided will happen (Isaiah 37 v 21-22, 26). Jesus told us to pray for God's will to
be done. He allows us to be part of his work, which will go on forever (Matthew
6 v 9-10). God's children can talk with him like best friends talk.

Christmas tells us we should pray for what God has promised. We know that
everything Anna had prayed for was right there in front of her, because her
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prayers all became thanksgiving and praise. When God’s children pray in Jesus's
name, we can expect God to hear us. God hears our prayers because of Jesus.

ENGAGE

How do you need God's help today? Will you pray right now for his help? You
don’t need any special words. Just come to God through faith in Jesus and

he will hear you.

What did Anna pray for every day?

Who in your life needs to know about God's love? Pray right now for-this
person and ask God to give you a way to love them this week.

What is talking to God like for God's children?

ENTER IN

Father God, you are powerful and make everything happen. Thank you for sending
Jesus and inviting us to talk to you about anything. We admit that we often live life
without praying. Please sound an alarm in our hearts to remind us of how good it
is to talk with you. And open our eyes to see what you do! Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw Anna praying; or write how it feels to talk to God
like best friends talk; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Matthew 2 v 1-6

The Magi are sometimes called wise men. What did they know about Jesus?
(verse 2)

How did people find‘out where God planned forJesus to be born? (verses 4-6)

EXPLAIN

The'Magi's first Christmas started when they saw a new star shining far away over
Israel. A king was born! They were not yet God'’s children but they wanted to know
the truth. They packed their bags and left for Jerusalem. But no one in Jerusalem
knew about any baby. Finally, people looked in God's Book. They learned that
God's true King would be born in Bethlehem.

The serpent whispers, “What is truth?” The truth is that Jesus is truth. Jesus said,
“The reason | was born and came into the world was to testify (be a witness) to the
truth” (John 18 v 37). We can see lies better when we know the truth.

77



BARBARA REAOCH

Christmas tells us that Jesus is the greatest truth of all. The stars and all of nature
show that God is real but they cannot tell us the greatest truth. God's Book tells us
that Jesus made all stars and trees and creatures (John 1 v 1, 3). When the Magi
arrived “they bowed down and worshiped him” (Matthew 2 v 11). They knew
Jesus was the King of kings. Jesus speaks truth and is truth.

ENGAGE

The Magi left home on a long journey to find the new King. In Jerusalem they
finally learned from God's Book the truth about Jesus. How has reading
God's Book helped you see the truth, and the lies people believe?

How did the Magi know a king was born?

The Magi worshiped Jesus when they learned he was the true King. What
truths about Jesus have you learned that make-you want to love him and
live for him?

What did the Magi find out about Jesus?

ENTER IN

Father God, Jesus is the truth, so we need to find him. We realize now that we
have believed many lies. Please help us to see the truth of Jesus. We want to love
him and live for him all our lives. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw the Magi following the new star; or list some of the serpent's lies
and write Jesus's truth next to them; or something else...
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EXPLORE
Read Matthew 2 v 7-8 and 16-18

What reason did Herod give the Magi for wanting to know more about Jesus?
(verse 8)

How did Herod react when he discovered the Magi had outwitted him? (verse 16)

EXPLAIN

Herod didn't like the first Christmas. He was afraid of Jesus. Herod did not want
to lose his little kingdom. He could have given his life to God's great King.
Instead, Herod tried to kill Jesus. He failed, but his soldiers killed every baby boy
around Bethlehem under the age of two.

The serpent whispers, “Why would God allow this to happen?” The truth is, all
bad things started in the garden, when Adam and Eve believed the serpentss lie.
Sin broke God's perfect world. Now all people are born broken. Herod's awful sin
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killed the boys. But when God allows something bad to happen, he uses it for
good (Romans 8 v 28-32). Jesus's death was wicked, but through the cross he
rescues us from sin and death. Now we can be God'’s children forever.

Christmas tells us that Jesus came to win over sin and death. When Jesus died
on the cross, the serpent thought he had won. But Jesus rose to life. He crushed
the serpent. Herod and all God's enemies will one day stand before his judgment
throne. Jesus came to right every wrong.

ENGAGE

How does Jesus's death help us know that God uses the bad things he allows
for good?

Who did Herod try to kill?

What hard things that have happened to you, or a friend, will you'ask'‘God to
use for good?

How did Jesus win over sin and death?

ENTER IN

Father God, you are just and right in all you do. Help us to watch for the good you
promise from all things in our lives. Help us to wait and watch for you to work. We
want to trust you even when life is hard to understand. Amen.
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IDEAS: Draw Herod looking cross; or write a prayer asking God to
help you trust him when hard things happen; or something else...
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EXPLORE

Read John 1 v 1-5 and 9-14 (In these verses Jesus is called “the Word”. So, as
you read, say “Jesus” each time instead of “the Word".)

Who is the true light that came to shine light into the dark world? (verses.5
and 9-10)

What right does Jesus give to all who'believe in him? (verse 12)

EXPLAIN

God's plan for Christmas is Jesus! Jesus is the true Light. He rescues us from
darkness. Even the brightest Christmas lights cannot give true light to our minds
and hearts. Jesus promises, “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life” (John 8 v 12).

The serpent whispers, “You have enough light to find your way.” The truth is, ever
since the serpent’s lie, darkness has come upon God's perfect world. Adam's and
Eve's sin broke the light switch. In the darkness, we cannot see to find our way to
become God’s children.
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Christmas tells us that Jesus is the Light. He fixes the switch and gives us light to
trust God and believe his Book. Jesus's light pushes back the darkness. We don't
have to believe the serpent’s lies any more. We can see that Jesus is the greatest
gift of all. “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light
shine in our hearts” (2 Corinthians 4 v 6). Jesus gives light and life.

ENGAGE

Christmas is all about Jesus. Will you begin the greatest celebration of all by
asking Jesus to shine his light into your mind and heart? Will you receive
God’s gift of Jesus and become a child of God?

Who is the true Light that lights our way to God?

God's children celebrate Christmas all year long by shining Jesus’s light into
the world. How is Jesus shining outiinto the dark world through you? In what
ways do you want to shine more brightly in the yearahead?

Will you'thank God for Jesus—the greatest gift of all? (Lead your child in a
short prayer to thank God for sending Jesus to live for us and die for us.)
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ENTERIN
Take a few minutes to thank Jesus for his truth.
e Jesus, you are the Light of the world—you have brought me out of darkness.

Jesus, you are the living Book—you speak to me and help my mind think
your truth.

Jesus, you are the Passover Lamb—you forgive me for believing the
serpent’s lies and clean my heart.

Jesus, you are the Tent—you make me at home with the Father so | can walk
with him and talk with him.

Jesus, you are the Manna—you fill me up with your life so that | will enjoy
you and glorify you forever.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS! This journaling space is for Christmas Day.
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IDEAS: Draw your family enjoying Christmas together; or list some things
you've learned about Jesus; or something else...
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EXTRA SPACE: This journaling space is for any day when you need more room.
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EXTRA SPACE: This journaling space is for any day when you need more room.
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EXTRA SPACE: This journaling space is for any day when you need more room.
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