St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
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I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm
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Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August
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in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk
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Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts

Rev Ralph is on leave until 25th August
Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
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Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email deaconirene@gmail.com
Prayer requests & newsletter items ask.stpauls@gmail.com
St Paul’s website www.crawleymethodistchurch.org.uk

Extraordinary Times is published weekly ‘for the duration’
© St Paul’s Methodist Church

Crawley Methodist Church is Registered Charity No. 1127744

St Paul’s Methodist Church, Crawley

Extraordinary Times
a magazine to help us through COVID-19

Issue 22
From the minister…

August 16th 2020

Yesterday I did my first outdoor service in a long time. Admittedly, it was from
my own garden; and because it was via the medium of Facebook there was only
myself physically present in the garden (though it did attract an audience of 190
viewers). It was nice to have my wife Adele’s flowers in the background, laid out
in their many pots, providing a riot of colour in the sunshine. But it did make me
reflect upon our current situation. Things really are so completely different at the
moment to what we are used to – it is absolutely appropriate to use that word
“unprecedented”. The doors of our churches have been firmly locked since the
end of March: I enter the premises once a week on a Tuesday to record a
message and prayers in an empty building, and when I do it is a positively eerie
feeling.
Strangely though, the building doesn’t feel completely vacant. I have
experienced quite a strong feeling (on some occasions more than others) of the
peace and presence of the Holy Spirit. Which presents me with a bit of a
theological conundrum.
You see, I know that God doesn’t live in church. Jesus tells us that God lives
inside of every believer, as we observe in John 14:23:“Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”
So it follows that God is observably most evident when Christians gather together:
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew
18:20
It only takes a few people to make this miracle start to happen – as few as
two, says Jesus. It goes without saying that the more people there are who
gather together, the more evident the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes. Many
of us have encountered this phenomenon at big services and events, where all of
a sudden the worship or the prayer takes off and becomes overwhelmingly
marvellous. We look back on those experiences, the intense spiritual heat of
which have sometimes formed the crucible for a refining of our soul – pivotal
moments in our faith.
So it’s a pity that the building in which we were accustomed to meeting, and to
experiencing the joining of our spirits with the Holy Spirit himself, has been closed
for so long. But it doesn’t mean that we can’t begin to rediscover the “two or
three gathering together in my name”. Lockdown restrictions do allow this, and I
am hearing recently of people from church inviting one other round to join them
in their gardens for fellowship. In this way our fellowship is continuing, and I’m
very encouraged by it.
So why not take the initiative yourself? Think about some of your brothers and
sisters from the fellowship that you haven’t been able to see for some time. If you

have a garden then why not give them a call and invite them round to sit in the
lovely sunshine with you for a while. You can share the spectacle of your own
plants and flowers with them, which can only be a positive experience. If you
aren’t blessed to have a garden, you could try inviting them to meet you in a
public park or in the countryside, for a socially distanced fellowship meeting.
I am hoping to soon be able to announce that we are in a position to reopen
our church doors for a short “spoken-word” service on selected Sundays. If and
when we do this we anticipate that the attendance will be small initially. But I
believe that Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20 are speaking to us prophetically – it
starts with a few, but the Spirit is still present. Once started it cannot fail but to
grow, like the branches of Jesus’ vine which he talks about in John 15. And none
of us really know at this point what shape the new vine will take – this is for the
Spirit to decide.
In our garden at home (under the auspices of head gardener Adele), the most
dramatic and unexpected arrival in recent weeks has been a new dahlia that she
planted this year. It completely exceeded even her expectations - we’ve never
seen such a big beautiful flower! We never anticipated that it would grow into
something so huge, impressive and colourful – giving up praise to its creator for
its extravagant beauty.
I’d like to think that post-lockdown, our fellowships may surprise us in the way
that they regrow, rediscover themselves, and refocus on Jesus. Let’s allow the
Spirit to bring out his beauty in us again, in ways that thrill and surprise us.
God bless, Ralph

A prayer…
For the beauty that surrounds us
For the colours of the natural world
For the heat and sunshine of the Summer
For your constant presence with us
We thank you Lord
Nurture us we pray
As we grow in isolation
Barely daring to believe that we could grow
Into something beautiful that will bless your heart
Make us part of the panorama of beauty
That forms God’s floral display
Bringing glory and pleasure to Him
And delight to us in the wonderful work of art that
he has grown within us.
AMEN
Rev Ralph is on leave until the 25th August.
In his absence please contact Deacon Irene phone 01293 38512 email
deaconirene@gmail.com
or email ask.stpauls@gmail.comm

What’s On This Week
Sunday 16th 10:45am Online worship from Trinity with Rev Ralph
This will be linked on St Paul’s Facebook page and website

Prayers at 6 & 8
Continue praying for the safe re-opening of our building, for Geoff and Jean as
well as others we know who have needs known to ourselves.
Send your prayer requests to ask.stpauls@gmail.com
Permission must be received from a person before their name is put on the Church prayer list

A call to prayer for everyone in education at this time

From Barbara Easton, head of service for the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust and VicePresident designate of the Methodist Conference.

Children have had a very mixed time over the last several months. Many have
missed friends and the experience of learning as a community. Some have
flourished, spending more time at home than ever before. For a few, more time
spent at home has been a time of inescapable trauma. Young people in
examination years have been on an emotional roller-coaster which is now
reaching its end. Years of hard work, or of moderate apathy, will be judged not by
the throw of a dice but by the casting of a mathematical algorithm. Children will
receive the reckoning of the generation who went before – those in traditionally
high performing schools will be credited with the same high grades as their
predecessors; children in less successful schools will be judged no better than
their fore-runners. The exceptional youngster not credited as an individual but as
an aberration.
Lives, careers and futures are in the balance. Scotland is already ahead in the
challenges of this process, and in the challenges of the return to school. Staff and
children in the rest of the country are anguishing about the full opening, uncertain
how to prepare and what to prepare for. The guidance is like ‘an ever-flowing
stream’ and yet more is expected.
And so I ask you to pray:






For young people and their families as they deal with their results
For the people in exam boards, university admissions offices and schools
balancing the requirements of process and the futures of young people
For everyone involved in the full return to education;
For our Methodist schools across the country, serving and loving in the
name of Christ and of the Methodist people
For Methodist schools and universities across the world, each serving in its
own place.

God of grace, we hold before you everyone involved in education at
this time. We offer all our young people into your care. Amen.
To Judy Rayner who celebrated her
92nd birthday on the 11th August

A different sort of rabbi - Lionel Blue OBE 1930-2016
Lionel Blue was born in the East End of London
in 1930 to Russian Jewish parents. He claimed that
as a child he lost his belief in God when the deity
did not immediately answer his prayers by wiping
out Hitler and Oswald Mosley. He later became a
Marxist atheist.
While at Oxford university, he suffered a
nervous breakdown, during which he tried to take
his own life. One evening, returning to college, he
took shelter from the rain in the porch of a Quaker
Meeting House and was invited inside. Sitting with the Quakers, he found
resolution to his problems and regained a sense of faith. For a while he became
attracted to the idea of becoming an Anglican monk but eventually rediscovered
his own Jewish faith and was ordained as a rabbi in 1960.
Lionel Blue was a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4's Thought for the Day for
25 years. His openness to the teachings of other faiths, his wisdom and his gentle
humour made him a popular presenter. He told an interviewer in 2004 that he
liked to give people a reason to get up and face the day by offering enough
spiritual stiffening not to dive back under the duvet.
To the end of his life he would go on retreat at a Christian priory and the
attraction he felt for Christianity never left him, as we can see in these quotations
from his broadcasts and writings.

Praying privately in churches, I began to discover that
heaven was my true home and also that it was, here
and now, woven into this life.
I found that when I did something for the sake of heaven,
heaven happened. These things changed my life. I owe
them to my encounter with Christianity.

Every Christmas I teeter on the edge of Christianity
The real evidence for Jesus and Christianity is in how
Jesus and the Christianity based on him manifest
themselves in the lives of practicing Christians.

I have ended as a Reform Rabbi, grateful to Christianity
for so many good things.
Joyce Jordan
Contacts
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