Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Names - Sarah Ballantine, William Ballantine, Sarah Ballantine, Jane Ballantine, Neanian
Ballantine
Grave - To the south of the church and a little way in front of the vicarage garden wall. Very close
to a tree, which may have been planted on the grave.
Text on Grave - In memory of Sarah Ballantine who died at Humshaugh May 23rd 1869 aged 1
year. Also William Ballantine who died Mar 4th 1871 aged 8 months. Also Sarah Ballantine who
died January 17th 1875 aged 2 years. Also Jane Ballantine who died April 14th 1881 aged 2 years.
Also Neanian Ballantine who died July 8th 1887 aged 12 years and is interred at Simonburn.
Story - The first child on this gravestone is Sarah Ballantine, who was born in 1868, the third child
of William and Mary Ballantine. Sarah's death record in 1869, shows her full name as Sarah Waitt
Ballantine, Waitt having been her mother's maiden name. This name has also been transcribed as
Waite. William Ballantine, born in Roxburghshire, Scotland, married Mary Waitt of Stannersburn,
near Falstone, in 1865. In 1871 they were living in Humshaugh, William being described as a
butcher and farmer of 26 acres. His neighbour was John Hedley, a cattle farmer associated with
Linden Farm and West End Terrace, so it is probable that the Ballantines also lived in that part of
the village.
William Ballantine junior was born in the summer of 1870 and died 8 months later in the spring of
1871. Having followed the strict Scottish system of naming their first four children after
grandparents, William, being the fifth child, was named after his father. Like his sister Sarah, he did
not live long enough to appear on a census document with his family.
In 1873, the Ballantine's seventh child was born and called Sarah, like her deceased sister, after her
maternal grandmother. Sadly, she only lived to the age of 2, dying in 1875. The last Ballantine
child to be buried at Humshaugh was Jane, born in 1879 and dying two years later in 1881. The
memorial stone also refers to Neanian Ballantine, who was born in Humshaugh in 1875 and died, at
the age of 12, in 1887. By then, the family had moved to Simonburn, where he is buried. Records
show that, in all, between 1866 and 1879, Mary Ballantine gave birth to twelve children. Childbirth
and child care must have taken a huge toll on her, without the added trauma of these infant deaths.

