Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Names - Dora and Mary Simmonds
Grave - Row C - 3rd row from back of new churchyard, plots 3 & 4
Text on Grave - In loving memory of Dora, daughter of Thomas and Mary Simmonds, died Dec 24
1937, aged 44 years.
And to the memory of her mother, died April 3 1941, aged 89 years.
Thy will be done.
Dora Simmonds was the daughter of Thomas Alexander and Mary Simmonds, born in Humshaugh
on 19th May 1893. She was baptised in the village the following day, suggesting perhaps that she
was a sick baby, not expected to survive. Thomas Simmonds worked as a coachman and, by 1901,
had taken a job at The Hall, in Newton le Willows near Richmond in North Yorkshire. The 7-year
old Dora appears there with her parents on the 1901 census. Sadly, Thomas died in 1904 and the
1911 census shows that Mary had moved with Dora, to live at 2 Douglas Terrace in Humshaugh,
the home of her widowed mother-in-law, Ann Simmonds. In 1911, the17-year old Dora was listed
as a dressmaker's apprentice, obviously following in the family tailoring business.
There is evidence that, during WW1, Dora worked as a VAD nurse at the military hospital that was
established at Chesters. She was always a dedicated churchwoman. The late Mrs Peggy Heslop
wrote her memories of her 1930s childhood in Humshaugh. Of Dora Simmonds she said the
following:
Mrs Simmonds and her daughter, Dora, lived at 2 Douglas Terrace. Dora was a keen church lady
and took me to Sunday school. She also ran the Girls' Friendly Society in an outhouse behind the
vicarage. Lovely times we had, but sadly Dora took her own life.
There was surely a hidden agenda to the sad circumstances surrounding Dora's death, which are
alluded to in this article printed in The Hexham Courant in October 1938. There followed the
article describing Dora's funeral.

Mary Simmonds was born on 30th August 1851 in Ovingham, although it has not been possible to
establish her maiden name. In the spring of 1892, she married Thomas Alexander Simmonds, a
native of Humshaugh, who was working as a domestic coachman in Ovingham. Mary was 42 when
her daughter Dora was born. By 1901, the family had moved to Newton le Willows, near
Richmond in North Yorkshire, where Thomas was still working as a domestic coachman. Sadly, he
died in 1904, after which Mary and Dora came to live at Douglas Terrace in Humshaugh with
Thomas' widowed mother, Ann Simmonds. The 1911 census shows Mary as working as an
assistant laundress for her mother-in-law, who is described as a laundress. After the deaths of both
Ann and Dora, Mary continued to live in Douglas terrace, until her own death on 3rd April 1941.
She is buried in the accompanying plot to Dora and remembered on the same gravestone.
Further links:
See profile of Ann and James Simmonds

