Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Name - Mary Latimer
Grave - To the south of the church
Text on Grave - Thy will be done.
In loving memory of Mary, widow of William Latimer and daughter of the late Robert Fisher, who
died at the house of her son in law George Stoker, on 25th March 1882 aged 60 years.
Mary, the daughter of Robert and Elizabeth Fisher, was baptised at Humshaugh, on 6th May 1821.
In 1841 she was living with her parents and siblings, John, Elizabeth and Margaret, at Kiln House,
Brunton. On 9th February 1850, Mary Fisher married William Latimer at Warden church. William
was the son of Robert Latimer, a farmer at Leazes Head. The 1851 census shows him with Mary
and a 5 month old son, Robert, at The Walwick Inn, where William was a stable groom. The inn,
now the house known as Little Walwick, was a coaching inn by the name of The Royal Oak.
William Latimer, younger than his wife, died prematurely at 28. He was buried at Humshaugh on
25th March 1859. He does not appear to have his own headstone, but is named on that of his
parents, Robert and Mary. William's death left Mary, with two young children, Robert, aged 8, and
Elizabeth, aged 2. The 1861 census shows Mary living in Humshaugh with her children and she is
described as a confectioner. Like many women in similar circumstances, she was using her
domestic skills to earn a living to support her family. By 1871, Robert had left home and was a
farm labourer in the Matfen area. Elizabeth was still at home with her mother, now described as a
baker. Although no address is given, Mary seems to have lived in the west end of the village.
In 1881 Mary was living with an elderly female lodger. The identity of her neighbours, strongly
suggests that she lived in Douglas Terrace. On 22nd May 1877, Elizabeth Latimer had married
George Stoker in Humshaugh. In 1881, George was a farm labourer at Haughton Mains Farm,
whilst his father was the farm bailiff there. This is almost certainly where Mary Latimer died in 1882.
Further links: See profile of Mary's grandfather, Joseph Fisher, for her family background.

