Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Name - Mary Gray
Grave - South of the church. The row in front of that which is level which the west door of the
biulding
Text on Grave - Thy will be done
In loving memory of Mary Gray, born Mar 22 1831, entered into rest February 3 1905
Her life was gentle
Story
Mary was a single lady, who first appeared in Humshaugh on the 1901 census. Records show that
she had been born in Newcastle upon Tyne, the daughter of Alexander George Gray and his wife,
Margaret. Although the family lived in High Terrace and Brandling Park in Jesmond, Mary and a
younger brother were baptised on 13th April 1837 at the Half Moon Lane Presbyterian Chapel in
Gateshead. Family roots suggest that they followed the Presbyterian religion, Alexander George
Gray, being a native of Greenock and Mary's maternal grandfather, William Oliver, also having
been born in Scotland.
Mary's father was a merchant, first in the wine trade and then in the manufacture of alkali. He
owned the Friar's Goose Chemical Works in Gateshead. As many gentlemen of his class, he was an
original board member of the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Company and was a shareholder in
various proposed local railways and certain private banks. He was also a member of Newcastle
City Council, being on the finance and town improvement committees. His connection with a
failing bank caused his financial downfall. He became bankrupt and the family fell on harder times.
Mary's mother was born, Margaret Oliver, at a farm called Otterstone Lee, which was flooded by
Kielder Water. It is recorded as having, at one time, been the largest sheep farm in England. The
Oliver family had been freeholders on the land for many generations. Mary married Alexander
George Gray in Falstone Church in May 1830.
On the collapse of the family fortunes, Mary lived with relatives in Swansea and later returning to
Tyneside. In the 1860s she was listed by the Society 'for granting annuities to governesses and
other ladies in reduced circumstances'. Seemingly, five grants were awarded each year, but Mary
was not one of the successful candidates. Her mother, Margaret, died in 1864 and her father in
1879. From then on, Mary is described as living on her own means. In 1881 and 1891, she is listed
on the census as a boarder in Elswick. In 1901, she was living inHumshaugh, as a boarder with Mrs
Mary Shafto, the widow of Dr Robert Shafto, who had practised in the village. Strangely, Mary
Shafto died a matter of three weeks after Mary Gray. The is no evidence to show why Mary Gray
came to Humshaugh, although her maternal family root suggests that she may have had relatives not
too far away.
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