Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Names - Isabella Green, Edith Green and James Green
Grave - To the west of the church, not far from the vicarage path.
Text on Grave - In loving memory of Isabella, beloved wife of James Green, of Leazes Head,
Humshaugh, who died May 28th 1919, aged 50 years.
Also Edith Green, second wife of the above, who died August 15th 1936.
Also James, husband of the above, who died December 29th 1943, aged 76 years.
James Green was born on 8th October 1867, to William and Ann Green of Nubbock Farm, on the
Allendale Road, to the west of Hexham. He worked with his father on the farm, until his marriage
in 1899 to Isabella Smith. This was probably the same woman, born in 1868, who was brought up,
from a young age, by an aunt in Whitley Chapel. and later by an uncle, who farmed at Dotland in
Hexham. After their marriage, James and Isabella Green farmed at Snape Farm, also in the
Lowgate area of Hexham.
By 1911, James and Isabella had moved to Leazes Head, near Humshaugh. The census shows that
they had two young sons, John William, aged 7 and James Robert, aged 4. Isabella died in 1919,
aged only 50. James Green remarried and the only possible record of this marriage is registered in
Brampton in October 1821. It states that James Green married Edith Jackson. Although Edith's age
is not mentioned on the headstone, the official record of her death puts her birth at about 1893. This
makes her considerably younger than James. An Edith Jackson matching this description, was born
at Hayton, near Brampton and, in 1911, she was listed as a farm servant. This type of work could
very well have brought her to Humshaugh. She may even have worked for James Green at Leazes
Head. Edith died in August 1936, aged about 43. The 1939 register shows that James Green's sons
were still working with him at Leazes Head farm, where James, himself died in December 1943.

