Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Names - Isabella Corbett, Joseph Corbett, Margaret Harmeston Corbett, Dorothy Corbett
Grave - At the east end of the church, close to the south-east corner
Text on Grave - In loving memory of Isabella, dearly beloved wife of Joseph Corbett, who died at
Walwick, September 16th 1901, aged 38 years.
Also of the above Joseph Corbett, who died March 26th 1923, aged 56 years.
Margaret Harmeston, sister of the above, who died at Cowper Hill, September 13th 1933, aged 65
years.
Also of Dorothy, the beloved daughter of the above, who died October 28th, 1949, aged 51 years.
Thy will be done.
Joseph Corbett was born at Walwick in 1866, son of blacksmith, Thomas,and his wife Dorothy.
Joseph became his father's apprentice and took over the business when Thomas died in the 1880s.
In 1898, Joseph married Isabella Lockhart at Newbrough Church. Isabella was the daughter of a
gamekeeper, David Lockhart, and was born near Longtown in Cumbria. She had worked in
domestic service, both in Hexham and in Warden, where she was a servant in the schoolmaster's
house. After their marriage, Isabella moved into Joseph's family home at Walwick. The 1901
census shows them living with Joseph's widowed mother, Dorothy, who is described as the
housekeeper. The couple also had two young children, Dorothy, aged 2 and Thomas William, aged
5 months.
Isabella Corbett died at the young age of 38 on 16th September 1901, leaving Joseph with two very
young children. Joseph's mother, Dorothy, will have still been part of the household, until her own
death in 1907. In 1911, Joseph's sister, Margaret, was living with him and the children, as their
housekeeper. Joseph Corbett, himself, died on 26th March 1923, at the age of 56.
At this point, Margaret will have had to leave the blacksmith's house and records show that her
niece, Dorothy, went with her. Born Margaret Harmeston Corbett, she was given her mother's
maiden name. It is more than likely that she was named after a maternal grandmother. She was
baptised at Humshaugh on 28th June 1868. In 1891, she was a housemaid with a solicitor's family
in the Shotley area of County Durham and in 1901, Margaret was living in Fourstones with the
family of an uncle, who, like her father, was a blacksmith. We then know that she moved in at
Walwick, as her brother's housekeeper. The 1939 register shows that Margaret had moved to the
nearby Cowper Hill and her niece, Dorothy Corbett was still living with her. Margaret Harmeston
Corbett died at Cowper Hill on 13th September 1933.
Dorothy Corbett was born on 22nd April 1898 and lived with her family at Walwick, moving to
Cowper Hill with her aunt after her father died in 1923. On the 1939 register, Dorothy is described
as a shop assistant. This is qualified with the word 'grocery', so it is possible that she worked in
Humshaugh village. She died at the age of 51 on 28th October 1949 and her probate record shows
that she had continued to live at Cowper Hill. One of the executors to her will was Edward Nevison
Laing of Wall. Research shows that this man was a tailor and he lived with a sister, who was the
sub-postmistress in Wall. It is possible that Dorothy had also worked for this family.
Joseph and Isabella's son, Thomas William is not mentioned on the headstone and no further records
could be identified for him beyond the 1911 census, when he was a 10-year old child. He is not
mentioned in the probate records of either Margaret or Dorothy. Maybe he predeceased them or left
the area, making his records difficult to trace.

