Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Names - George Edmund Charlton, Mary Ann Charlton, Jane Ann Charlton and Margaret Jane
Charlton
Grave - Facing the church door and next to the vicarage path.
Text on Grave - In loving memory of George Edmund, youngest son of Mary Ann and the late
Thomas George Charlton of Haughton. Born 23rd March 1880. Died 12th October 1918.
Also of the above Mary Ann Charlton, born 8th November 1841. Died 15th March 1923.
Also Jane Ann daughter of the above. Born 10 March 1868. Died 19 Jan 1943.
Also Margaret Jane, daughter of the above. Born 24 Jan 1865. Died 4 March 1954.
The Charlton family lived and worked on the Haughton estate. George Edmund's father, Thomas
George Charlton, was born there in 1842 and baptised in Humshaugh. He died in 1881. His
probate record describes him as having been a gamekeeper, although he had worked in different
capacities away from the estate. In 1864, Thomas married Mary Ann Ellison from Corsenside. She
was born in 1841 and, by 1881, was a widow with seven children still living at home.
George Edmund, the youngest in the family was a year old when his father died. He was born on
23rd March 1880 and baptised at Humshaugh on 2nd May 1880. In 1991, he was still at Haughton
with his mother, now described as a laundress. Also in the household were a sister, Ruth, and two
brothers, as well as a boy named Ernest Cecil and described as Mary Ann's grandson. He was the
son of Ruth Charlton. By 1901, Mary Ann had her two other daughters, Margaret Jane and Jane
Ann, living with her, who, like their mother, were described as laundresses. George Edmund was
an insurance agent and young Ernest was still with the famliy. Things were much the same in 1911,
but, by then, George was a self-employed domestic gardener and Ernest was a joiner on the estate.
The census and other sources suggest that the Charltons lived in one of the buildings beside the old
Haughton Mill.
It is unclear what happened to George Edmund after 1911, but he was of the generation of young
men, who became involved in WW1. I have found no definitive proof that he served in the armed
forces, but the date of his death makes one wonder. He had a civilian burial, but it is very possible
that his death was related to military service. There is a George Charlton on the Roll of Honour that
was posted in the church porch in September 1914, listing local men who had enlisted at the first
possible opportunity. However, there were several Charlton families in the village and, as I
presume that middle names would have been used, this is probably not George Edmund. His
nephew, Ernest Cecil is certainly on the Roll of Honour and we know more about him. (see Further
Links)
George Edmund's mother was born Mary Ann Ellison in November 1841 and was baptised at
Corsenside Church on 2nd January 1842. She ws the daughter of John and Jane Ellison, the former
being a woodman in the Redesmouth and Bellingham area. In 1864, Mary Ann married Thomas
George Charlton, who became a gamekeeper on the Haughton estate. After her husband's death, she
continued to live at Haughton, making a living as a laundress with two of her daughters. Mary Ann
died on 15th March 1923.
Jane Ann Charlton (1868 - 1943) and Margaret Jane Charlton (1865 - 1964) didn't marry, but
continued to live at Haughton and work as laundresses with their mother. They continued to do this
after her death. These ladies were remembered by the late Gordon Simpson, who lived at Haughton
as a child. I quote from his memoirs 'Growing Up in a North Tyne Hamlet',

'In the house nearest us lived an old lady, who was a former employee at the castle, Miss Charlton.
We used to call her Auntie Maggie. She also had a sister who had lived with her (I think they
called her Jean), but I can hardly remember her as presumably she died when I was young.'
The sisters were also remembered by the late Mrs Peggy Heslop, who wrote of her childhood in
Humshaugh. She wrote,
Miss Jean Charlton was a laundry maid at Haughton Castle and also her sister Miss Meggie
Charlton.
Jane Ann was remembered as Jean by both Gordon and Peggy, whilst Margaret Jane was known as
Maggie or Meggie.
Further links: - Growing Up in a North Tyne Hamlet - Gordon Simpson
Peggy Heslop's memories of her childhood in Humshaugh
Further sources and references: - Mary Ann Charlton's grandson, Ernest Cecil Charlton, was the
son of her daughter, Ruth. The latter went on to marry and move out of the district, whilst her son
stayed at Haughton. Ernest Cecil's name is on the Roll of Honour that was posted in the church
Porch in September 1914. The following information and photograph are copied from the Hexham
Courant on the two occasions that Ernest was wounded. He is referred to as Mrs Charlton's son.
Hexham Herald – 19th February 1916
Private Ernest Charlton, Haughton Villa, of 4th Northumberland
Fusiliers is at present at home on leave for a few days. He has been 10
months with the British Army in France and was wounded in the Battle of
St Julien and spent 6 weeks in the hospital at Paris and Versailles. (This
photograph of Ernest was printed in the Hexham Courant on 22nd May
1915, after the above battle, in which he was wounded for the first time.)
He described having had ‘some stirring times in the trenches, firing all
day and night, shells bursting all around for a long time; besides swarms
of rats to further bother the soldiers with their food supply. The Germans
played a dirty trick by innoculating a swarm of rats with some infectious
disease such as typhus fever and sent the rats into the French trenches.’
Note – His story about the rats is a typical example of anti-German propaganda.
Hexham Herald – 30th September 1916
Mrs Charlton of Haughton has received word that her son Private Ernest Charlton has been
wounded. He was formerly employed on the Chesters Estate as a woodman.
After the war, in 1921, Ernest Cecil Charlton married and moved to work as an estate joiner at
Eshott Village, Felton. This is where he died in 1971.

