Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Name - George and Margaret Charlton
Grave - To the west of the church, facing east and backing onto the vicarage garden wall.
Text on Grave - Sacred to the memory of George Charlton who departed this life at Humshaugh,
January 7th 1848, aged 48? years.
Also of Margaret his wife who died ?? 1865, aged 77 years

Story - Because of the early date of his death, it is difficult to find exactly where George Charlton
was born. The only document that we have for him is the 1841 census, which does not indicate the
place of birth, although it does show that he was not born within the parish of Humshaugh.
Charlton is a common local name and there were several Georges, born around the same time in
other Tynedale parishes, who could be him.
The 1841 census shows that George was a tailor and he lived close to The Crown public House.
His home may have been in The Square or in one of the cottages, belonging to Humshaugh House,
that were situated on The Orchard. George's age is no longer clear on the gravestone, but it looks
like 48 or 49 years, so he died fairly young, even by the standards of the day. The 1841 census
shows George's family comprising his wife, Margaret, and three children Edward, Ann and
Elizabeth.
Margaret Charlton appears on both the 1851 and 1861 census. On the latter she was a widow of 70,
living next door to her son, Edward, who had taken over his father's tailoring business. The family
lived in the same place, listed next to The Crown Inn. Margaret, shown as having been born in
Chollerton, was head of her own household and, in the occupation column, is described as 'Keeping
a mangle'. This was a strange way of indicating that she ran a laundry business from her home.
Margaret died in 1865. Edward Charlton carried on the family business and is listed as a tailor in
Bulmer's Directory of 1886. He may have died later that year.
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