Humshaugh Churchyard Story
Name - Ann and James Simmonds
Grave - Facing the church door and close to the path leading to the vicarage.
Text on Grave - In Loving Memory of Ann Simmonds who passed away May 31st 1919, in her
83rd year. Also her son James Simmonds who passed away May 21st 1921 aged 62 years.
"He giveth his beloved sleep"

Ann Simmonds, born Ann White, was a native of Humshaugh. She was the daughter of James
White, a Scottish tailor, and his wife, Ann. The family lived next to the tailor's shop, now
demolished, at the east end of Widdrington Terrace. In 1857, Ann married Thomas Simmonds, a
Carlisle man, who was a butler at Lincoln Hill. Because of the nature of his residential work, Ann
continued to live with her parents. The couple had two sons, Thomas and James. It has not been
confirmed when Thomas Simmonds died, but Anne was listed as a widow on census documents
from 1881. By the time of her death, she was living with her widowed daughter-in-law, Mary, and
her grand-daughter, Dora. The following announcement appeared in The Hexham Courant.
7th June 1919
Death of Mrs Simmonds – The death took place on Saturday of one of the oldest residents of
Humshaugh, Mrs Ann Simmonds. For a great number of years she was a member of St Peter’s
Church choir. Her demise at the venerable age of 83 years called forth expressions of deepest
regret and sorrow. The funeral took place on Tuesday, the service being conducted by the Rev J H
Pitman. The chief mourners were:- Mr James Simmonds (son), Mrs T Simmonds (daughter-in-law),
Miss Dora Simmonds (grandchild), Miss Lane (niece) and Mr George Taylor (nephew).
(Then followed a long list of village people, who made up the rest of the mourners.)
James Simmonds, son of the above, was baptised at Humshaugh on 15th January 1860. He was
apprenticed to his grandfather and worked in the family tailoring business, until 1902, when he
married at the age of 42. His bride was Cheshire -born Marion Davenport, proprietress of The
George Inn, Chollerford. James ran the inn with his wife until his death in 1921.
During WW1, James contributed greatly to the village war efforts, never charging for the use of his
rooms for various fund-raising events. This fact is reinforced numerous times in the local press.
When, in 2015, a new housing development was built behind The George, it was named Simmonds
Court, as a tribute to this generous man.

