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Christmas is supposed to be a time of joy and celebration, carols,
presents, family and friends, yet this time of year is notoriously bad for
mental health. The darker days, poor weather and many other things
contributing for many people to a downward spiral in emotional
well-being.
And it can affect any of us because we all face difficult times, some
personal or linked to our families, sometimes it’s about work or
community; whatever it is no one gets through life untouched by trouble
of one sort or another. Sad to say, but Christmas is often a time when
these things come to the surface and it’s interesting to think about how
we respond because we usually try to protect ourselves either by
escaping or building a wall around us.
Escape can be physical; we withdraw or leave a situation, or sometimes
it’s a mental thing; we can become inward looking or withdrawn. When
we build a wall around us that could again be physical or there could be a
more emotional response; either way we erect barriers between us and
other people.
In the Old Testament, the prophet Zechariah is faced with the same thing
but God warns him not to shut himself away, either from other people or
from God, and the result is a return to health and prosperity for Zechariah
and for his people. Maybe this is good advice for us too; we were
designed to live in community so why should that only work when things
are going well, surely we need the connection with other people and with
God just as much when we're facing harder times?
Perhaps if we begin to experience this this Christmas, either in ourselves
or those who we know and love, it's a prompt to us to check that we're not
cutting ourselves off; from the world around us or from God and we’d love
to meet you at one of our Christmas services, either side of the river, and
they’re all good opportunities to reconnect, both with people and with
God.
Every best wish and blessing in Christ’s name for Christmas and the
coming year.
Rev’d. Steve Wilkinson
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Round and About Humshaugh
Humshaugh Village Shop
How fantastic the shop’s 10 year celebration was! Many, many thanks to Dick and
all those who helped to organise such a wonderful evening.
Mothers’ Union
We had a very quiet afternoon in November – only four of us and the speaker did
not appear…
On Monday December the 2nd at 2.30, the Hexham Deanery will join us in St.
Peter’s for their annual Advent service. And on Wednesday the 15 th of January at
1.30, the Revd Steve will lead our Corporation Communion Service in St. Peter’s.
All the MU members would like to wish everybody a wonderful Christmas and a
very happy New Year.
Humshaugh First School
The children went to a short but beautiful Remembrance Service in St Peter’s on
Monday, the 11th November, led by Revd. Steve.
On Wednesday there will be yet another of the school’s brilliant Shows: It is called:
“It’s Chriiiiiiistmas!” and will be held on Wednesday the 11 th December at the
school at 9.15am and 5.30pm.
(And talking about great productions: The Sound of Music which was such a
wonderful show in the Queen’s Hall in November, was directed by our very own
Head Teacher Jude Long!)
On Friday the 20th December at 9.30, there will be a Christmas service at St Peter’s.
Brass Cleaning
We are looking for somebody to volunteer to clean the brass in St Peter’s church,
excluding the altar brasses. They are cleaned once a month, but there is a rota, so
each person only cleans them once every three months, or four times a year. If you
feel you would be able to help in this way, please contact Anne Race at 681462 or
email: annerace@hotmail.co.uk
Pub Quiz
On November the 19th the Quiz was in aid of the British Legion. As the Broadsheet
was printed before that date, there are as yet no further details about the evening.
The January Quiz will be held on Tuesday 21 at 8pm in aid of the Leek Club and the
Question Master will be Graeme Warren.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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HAP
Hap are excited to announce a concert with The Brothers Gillespie in collaboration
with Trio Mythos, a classical ensemble and Tant Que Li Sam, a vocal trio. It is called
“Hirondelle” and combines music, song and story telling. It will be held in the
Village Hall on Wednesday, December 18 th – doors open at 7pm for 7.30 with a bar
and nibbles. Tickets will be on sale shortly in the village shop: adults £10 and
under 18’s £5.
Please Note: as the Village Hall is being decorated, the January film night has been
moved to Friday January the 17th when the animated comedy “Isle of Dogs”(PG13)
will be shown.
Directed by Wes Anderson, it received two Oscar nominations. The doors will
open at 7pm for 7.30 start. There will be a bar, nibbles and fabulous puddings for
£2 in the interval. Tickets will be available nearer the time from the shop for
adults £5 and under 18’s £2.50
North Tyne Voices
The choir is giving an “Afternoon Tea and Singing” in the Village Hall on Thursday
the 19th December at 2pm. Everybody is very welcome!

Jean Frost
It was with great sadness that the village heard about the death of Jean Frost,
who died on the 26th of October. Although she had not been in Humshaugh
very long, she was known and loved by a great many people.
Our thoughts are with her daughter Sara and her family.
Liesbeth Langford.

Wark Christmas Bazaar
Wark Town Hall
on Sunday 1st December
2.00pm.
With Christmas stalls, tombola and raffle.
Entrance includes tea or coffee and biscuit.
Please come along
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WARK PARISH NEWS
This double issue sees us move a decade – the 20’s, the 2020’s not the flappers of
the 1920’s so calm down!
Depending upon printing and distribution this issue of THE BROADSHEET may drop
onto your doormat before the Christmas Bazaar on Sunday 1 st December. This will
be in Wark Town Hall starting from 2.00pm. An ideal chance to start or finish your
Christmas Shopping and it is a very social event.
You will see there is lots going on in the Parish and surrounding area this month.
The Town Hall are holding on December 10th their popular Quizmas. Call Judith on
230250 to book your table.
St. Michael’s are holding a Christmas Tree Festival over the weekend of December
20th to 22nd Entries are welcome from individuals and groups. The cost to enter is
£5.00. The trees should be in a pot and no higher than 3’ (90cm) no naked lights
and only battery powered illumination. Various events will be held in church during
the weekend. Entries to Ann B 230259 or Anne G 270245. Winners will be
declared at St. Michael’s Carol Service on Sunday 22nd at 6.00pm. So get thinking
for something imaginative and enter.
Sadly the village recently said farewell to a couple of characters. Bill Twizell who
was well known amongst the farming community who had quietly lived in the
village for some time. Following a short illness Stan Bowman died towards the end
of October. Stan has been part of Wark all the years I can recall and will be missed
for his careful and considerate way of life. Thoughts and prayers go to all the
families of Bill and Stan.
Although not finalised, mid January will see the annual Festive Meal for the senior
members of the parish. Look out for the invitation and importantly, if you qualify
and nothing appears please let me know.
There are lots of services coming up, so rather than list them here can I suggest you
refer to the service page in this BROADSHEET and join in when you can. On Sunday
19th January the service will be at 11.00am joint with MURC and again on Sunday
15th March the service will be joint with MURC at St. Michael’s at 11.00am
Before signing off I wish to thank all who contribute to the production of this
BROADSHEET and to those who risk losing fingers as they push it through your
letterbox. Thank you.
So, it is the time of the year to say Merry Christmas and to wish you all a Happy
New Year.
Until we chat again.
Love John
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
Benefice of Chollerton
Benefice of Humshaugh
st
Sunday 1 December
9am
Gunnerton HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
10.30am Birtley
HC
11.00am Simonburn
HC
6.00pm Wark
EP
8.00pm Humshaugh
Late@8
Readings: Isaiah 2.1-5 Matthew 24.36-44
Sunday 8th December
9am
Thockrington HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
10.30am Chollerton
HC
11.00am Simonburn
MP
6.30pm Stonehaugh
Christingle
Readings: Isaiah 11.1-10 Matthew 3.1-12
Sunday 15th December
9am
Gunnerton
HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
10.30am Birtley Carol Service
11.00am Simonburn
HC
Everyone is welcome, mince pies
11.00am MURC Christmas service
and refreshments after the service
6pm Chollerton Carol Service
Readings: James 5.7-10 Matthew 11.2-11
Sunday 22nd December
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
6.00pm Simonburn Carol service
6.00pm Wark
Carol service
Readings: Isaiah 7.10-16 Matthew 1.18-25
Christmas Eve
6pm
Gunnerton Crib service
4.30pm
Humshaugh Carol Ser11.15pm Chollerton Midnight Mass vice
11.30pm Simonburn Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
HC
10.00am Wark
HC
HC
Sunday 29th December
Benefice HC
11.00am Simonburn
Benefice HC and Baptism
Tuesday 31st December

9am
Thockrington
10.30am Birtley
10.30am Birtley

6.30pm Gunnerton
Watchnight service for New
Year's Eve
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY
Benefice of Chollerton

Benefice of Humshaugh
th

Sunday 5
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
11.00am Simonburn
HC
6.00pm Wark
EP
8.00pm Humshaugh
Late@8
Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6, Matthew 2.1-12
Sunday 12th
9am
Thockrington HC
11.00am Simonburn Benefice HC
10.30am Chollerton
HC
9am
Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley

HC
HC

Readings: Isaiah 42.1-9 Matthew 3.13-17
Sunday 19th
9am
Gunnerton
HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
10.30am Birtley
HC
11.00am Simonburn
HC
11.00am Joint service at the MURC
Readings: Isaiah 49.1-7 John 1.29-42
Sunday 26th
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
11.00am Simonburn
Matins
6.00pm Wark
EP
Readings: 1 Corinthians 1.10-18 Matthew 4.12-23
Sunday 2nd February
9am
Gunnerton HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
10.30am Birtley
HC
11.00am Simonburn
HC
6.00pm Wark
EP
8.00pm Humshaugh
Late@8
Readings: Malachi 3.1-5 Luke 2.22-40

NORTHUMBRIA POLICE
RURAL VILLAGE HALL PROJECT
I have undergone training as a volunteer for the above project. As such I
receive regular email updates from the police regarding local crimes,
scams etc. It is essential that as volunteers we share this information to
keep the wider community informed. The most efficient way for me to
do this would be to share the relevant emails direct. If you would like to
receive these emails or would like more information regarding this
initiative please contact me: Sue Birleson on 01434 689120
mrsbirlo@googlemail.com
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Birtley and District Garden Group
Christmas Special
with festive nibbles and wine
Gardeners' Question Time
with Robert Germany, Karen Philips and Robert Jamieson
Tuesday 10th December 7.00 for 7.30
Guests welcome £6
*********************************
Tuesday 14th January
RHS Harlow Carr Garden
Paul Cook, Curator of the gardens
7.15 for 7.45 All welcome

Birtley Local History Group
Christmas Drinks and Nibbles

BIRTLEY COFFEE MORNING

Thursday 5th December 10.30-noon
and Thursday 9 January (please note this is on the second Thursday)
Come along to Birtley Village Hall between 10.30 and noon and enjoy
coffee, tea and home baking and have a good catch-up.
The coffee morning is a regular event normally held on the first Thursday of
each month.
th

Everyone is welcome!
Christmas at St Giles, Birtley
Carol service for all the family

on Sunday 15th December at 10.30am
with mince pies and mulled wine afterwards
Christmas Day Eucharist at 10.30am
and following on from last year's popular event
Carols around the Christmas Tree in the village
Sunday 22nd at 6pm
Hot refreshments and mulled wine.
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Birtley Notes
A new venture from Birtley, we are trying to collate notes from Birtley Parish into a piece
every time the Broadsheet comes out.
At the Village Hall, the last Friday in the month continues to be a social night, when all
gather to have a drink, a general chat and put the world to rights...! In October a Race
Night was held, which was a jolly evening but sadly poorly supported.
The Craft group in the village goes from strength to strength, in Nov most ladies went
home with a Tiffany Glass Christmas decoration which they had made, they also made
waxed cloths used to cover items in the kitchen instead of cling film.
The Gardening Group is in full swing again, the Christmas Event on Dec 10th (7 for 7.30) is
to be a ‘Question and Answer’ night, with nibbles and a glass of wine, if you would like to
come along, give Margaret Watson a ring on 230204. Jan 14th will be Paul Cook, curator at
Harlow Carr.
The Local History Group went to the Heritage Centre at Bellingham in Oct where a grand
night was had. Nov was Members Night. Dec will be a get together at Croft Cottage to look
at Cuttings books and in Jan, Brian Tilly will tell us about his exploits while working at the
Hexham Courant.
The popular monthly Coffee Mornings continue in the village hall, Dec is on Thur 5th but
Jan will be a week later Thur 9th as it is just after New Year.
Quite a number of people attended the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial on 10th
Nov, this was led by Rev Derek Williams helped by James Feeley. The Christmas festivities
include the Carol service at St Giles on Sunday 15th Dec and Christmas Day service at
10.30, also Carols round the Christmas tree in the Park on Sunday 22nd at 6pm. It will be
lovely to see folk at any of these events.
If you would like anything included in this column in the future, please contact Mary
White.

FRIENDS OF CHOLLERTON CHURCHES
not to be missed

Festive Evening at Chipchase Castle
This year’s Friends of Chollerton Churches’ Christmas Carol Service at
Chipchase Chapel will be held on Friday 13th December starting 7pm prompt.
Tickets are £15 each and will include
the usual Christmas refreshments afterwards in the Castle.

Contact Ken Carlisle.
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Wark Christmas Tree Festival
Friday 20th December to Sunday 22nd December
St. Michael’s Church

Entries welcome from individuals and groups with prizes for the
best (most imaginatively) decorated trees. £5.00 entry fee.
Grand opening on Friday 20th December at 7.00pm with mince pies
and mulled wine. Church open all weekend for viewing with
refreshment available on Saturday from 3.00pm to 5.00pm.

Winners declared and prizes awarded at the town Christmas carol
service on Sunday 22nd of December.

All entries to be delivered to St Michael’s Church on Thursday 19 th of
December between 5.00 and 8.00pm for display.

Churches in North Tyne and Redesdale invite
you to:

Taizé style reflective services in
the Parish Room at
St John’s Church, Otterburn
(go in through the Church)
Saturday 7th December
(ie Saturday before 2nd Sunday of each month)
at: 6pm (for about 45 minutes)
There will be simple, repeated songs, readings, prayers and a
period of silence.

GUNNERTON LUNCH CLUB CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

Wed 18th Dec at 12 noon
£5 (Reservation Essential)
To include seasonal delights in addition to soup and a
pudding with a festive flavour. There will be a raffle of a
Christmas Hamper and other goodies!
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Chollerton WI: In December we will be having our meeting followed
by trying our hand (or perhaps feet) at Line Dancing. We don’t have
a meeting in January, but are looking forward to again enjoying a
lovely meal at the Barrasford Arms.

The North Tyne and Redewater Choral Society
and pupils from
Bellingham Middle School
“SEE HIS STAR, SHINING BRIGHT!”
A CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Vivaldi’s “Gloria”
and a Treasure-Chest of
Christmas Goodies
Conductor – John Roper
Accompanists – Richard Simmance and Julia Kennard

Saturday December 14th 2019
Bellingham Middle School
6.30pm
Refreshments at the end of the concert.
No tickets needed

Christmas Bingo

Simonburn Village Hall
In aid of the Village Hall

Thursday 12th December
Eyes down 7.30
Please come along
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Simonburn Notes
Thanks to all that helped decorate the church for Remembrance Sunday.
Thank you also to Steve, Rosemary and Melanie for a lovely service in
church and also at all 3 memorials.
The village hall is holding a Christmas Wreath making workshop on Friday
6th December. Cost £10. It was a great success last year and as places are
limited, please pre-book your place on 681077.
Christmas Bingo in aid of The Village Hall refurbishments. The date has
been changed to Tuesday 10th December at 7pm for 7.30pm. (due to the
election) donations towards prizes would be gratefully received.
We will be decorating the church for Christmas on Saturday 21st December
at 9am, if you would like to help please come along.
St. Mungo’s Carol service will be held on Sunday 22nd December at
6.30pm. The organist this year is Marc Bryant, from Corbridge. Seasonal
refreshments will be served after the service. All welcome.
Santa will be visiting Simonburn early on Christmas Eve, please join us on
the village green ready for 7pm, wish Santa a Happy Christmas and enjoy a
drink and some food.
The Midnight Mass for Christmas at St. Mungo’s starts at 11.30pm.
The service on Sunday 29th December is a special Benefice service starting
at 11am where there is also a Baptism. All are welcome and there will be
refreshments after the service.
Finally I would like to wish everyone a Happy and healthy Christmas and
New Year.

Love Sharon

P.S. I have edited the Broadsheet this Month as Roger (my Dad) is currently in
the RVI (hopefully it’s not too noticeable!)

Christmas Wreath Making workshop
with Jill Bauld
Simonburn Village Hall
Friday 6th December
7pm. Start, limited places at £10 each
including basic materials.

By Ticket only, Tel. 01434 681077
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