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Curate’s Letter
‘Stand at the crossroads, and look and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way lies; and walk in it.’ Jeremiah 6:16
This piece of scripture now comes to my mind every time I turn right
rather than left when I leave home in Stamfordham, to drive over to
my new parishes of Humshaugh, Simonburn and Wark. For the past
5 years I have turned left rather than right, to follow my journey
towards ordination.
Turning right is certainly a ‘good way’ in relation to a straight road.
My drive takes me through some glorious countryside, an
appreciative example of God’s wonderful creation.
On the journey I pass by Heavenfield, that spiritual place, a place of
prayer. Heavenfield acts as a magnet to so many visitors and the
many pilgrims who are either setting out or finishing the challenge of
the St Oswald’s walk. What nudges my thoughts though, is the large
wooden cross on the side of the road, which is so visible as you
pass by.
As legend has it, Oswald, who was the exiled heir to Northumbria,
had gathered up an army to depose the welsh usurper. Before the
battle he had a vision of St. Columba, who told him that the Lord
promised him victory. Consequently, revering God, Oswald raised a
wooden cross, and under this cross, Oswald and his troops prayed
before the battle.
As we know, the welsh Cadwallon was killed in the battle, Oswald
and his Kingdom of Northumbria was returned to Christian rule.
Aside from legendary battles, victories and defeats, this wooden
cross (a replica of course) is an amazing visual symbol of God’s
presence amongst us. It is about the comforting reassurance that
we all have as Christians, the knowledge that God is always with us
and we can turn to Him at any time for help and guidance.
As I explained at the beginning, I have followed God’s calling to take
that right turn, the ‘good way’, this has enabled me to be amongst
you now, sharing a small part of your journey. So, as we travel on
together, we have that understanding, that wherever our paths may
take us, we know that our loving God will always be at our side.

Rev’d Rosemary Harrison
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Round and About Humshaugh
Pub Quiz
The May Quiz saw a splendid £243 raised for the Village Playing Field
Trust. In an exciting – and somewhat raucous – finish, “Robson Grant”
emerged from a tie-breaker involving no fewer than four teams to finish
second. But the winners by a single point were “Where’s Francis When You
Need Him?” Clearly his absence did not matter!!
The September Quiz will be on Tuesday 17th in aid of the Crown Players
Drama Group at 8.30 pm.
Humshaugh First School
On Wednesday, July the 10th, the school’s Summer Production:
“Shakespeare Rocks!” will be performed at 9.15am and 5.30pm at the
school. Something to look forward to!
Everybody wants to wish the pupils who will be leaving at the end of term,
all the very best for their future. And all the others: have a lovely holiday!
Yoga Classes
Iyengar Yoga Classes will be held on Mondays from 6 to 7.30pm at
Humshaugh Village Hall.
If you have never tried yoga or want to get back into it, do come along and
have a try.
Contact Norah Phipps on 01434 674249 or email yoganorah@gmail.com
Classes are on most Mondays, but check before turning up.
Summer Concert!!
On Friday, July the 12th, starting at 7pm, an exciting concert will be
given by the “North Tyne Voices”, The Ukulele Band and Singer Kathryn
Davidson.
It will take place at Humshaugh Village Hall. Entrance: £5
In aid of The Air Ambulance.

Liesbeth
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WARK PARISH NEWS
Welcome to your double issue – gives us reporters along with distributors a
month off! It is however important to get the events coming up in July and
August publicised.
First though, let me talk about the most enjoyable crafts and tea day we had at
St. Michael’s. It was great and although not an annual event certainly will come
around every now and then. Watch out for its return and enjoy.
Perhaps some of the next will be `old news’ due to printing deadlines but all of
the parish will send thoughts and prayers to the families of Margaret Menzies
along with Peggy Walton. Two wonderful people who lived for and loved Wark.
How may I do a July BROADSHEET without mentioning the word Garden Fete,
which is not actually in a garden but on the village green on Saturday 6 th July.
Any assistance with setting up or preparing the stalls then selling on to the
crowds will be appreciated. Please do contact Ann or myself for this. Please
remember, excluding essential repairs, it does cost around £20,000 a year to
keep St. Michael’s open. I have a phrase from another parish magazine - do as
you can, help as you can, give as you can. Thank you to all who help and give
anyway.
The Guild next meet on 2nd September, when no doubt the annual soup and
pudding will come up for discussion. Slight change to Harvest arrangements for
this year as we are to have a joint service, in St. Michael’s on Sunday 15 th
September with our friends from MURC. MURC will then conclude the day with
their Harvest Lunch in the Town Hall. Tickets for this are £7.50 from Vicky
(230180) or Ann Dover (230657) starting at 12.30.
MURC are also holding their annual COFFEE MORNING in West Acres Community
Room on Saturday 3rd August at 10.00am.
Please do take a look at the order of services within this BROADSHEET as some
may have changed.
Love to all

John
Deanery Pilgrimage to Celtic Sites in Ireland June 2020
Rev Elaine Ryder will be talking about a proposed deanery pilgrimage next year
8/6/2020 for 6 days approx. Anyone interested to learn more including itinerary
and costs are welcome to come along to St Michael’s Wark on the 9 th July 2019
at 7.30 pm
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MUR C
are holding their annual
COFFEE MORNING
in West Acres Community Room
on Saturday 3rd August
at 10.00am.
ALL WELCOME

Chollerton WI
As in previous years, we will be having our Summer Social Evening in
St Christopher’s, Gunnerton, in August. We’re back in the Village Hall in
September when Christine Fairbairn will be giving advice about First Aid for Pets
and, as always, visitors very welcome.

Chollerton Churchyard working team.

Many people both visit and comment upon the churchyard at Chollerton. The grass
is cut by a contractor, paid for by the PCC but we try to keep the edges etc tidy
ourselves so that the church and the churchyard look cared for and welcoming. If
you would like to give a hand, we have set the following dates to work for a couple
of hours from 10.00 am: Saturday 27th July; Saturday 24th August & Saturday 21st
September. We would be very grateful for any assistance and gift of your time and
talents!
Thank you!

Sarah Lunn

GUNNERTON CHURCH LUNCHEON CLUB
LUNCHES are held on the last Wednesday of the month
PLEASE COME ALONG and join us at 12 noon
31st JULY, (not in August) 25th SEPTEMBER
SOUP, SWEET, coffee or tea : £3.00 All welcome

Special Event
Teddy Bear Parachute jump at Chollerton Church and tower
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm on Saturday 24th August.
There will be fun, competitions and refreshments.
All bears of whatever size and age, along with their owners are
welcome.
Only bears allowed up the tower!
More details from the PCC!
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SERVICES FOR JULY
Benefice of Chollerton

Benefice of Humshaugh
Sunday 7 July
9.30am
Humshaugh
HC
11.00am
Simonburn
HC
11.00am
Wark - joint service with
the Methodists at the
MURC.
th

9am
Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley

HC
HC

8.00pm Humshaugh
Late@8
Contemporary worship and teaching
Readings: Isaiah 66.10-14, Luke 10.1-11,16-20,
Sunday 14th July
9am
Thockrington
10.30am Chollerton

HC
HC

9.30am
11.00am
6.00pm

Humshaugh
Simonburn
Wark

MP
MP
HC

Readings: Psalm 25.1-10 or Deut. 30.9-14, Luke 10.25-37
Sunday 21st July
9am
Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley

HC
HC

9.30am
11.00am
6.00pm

Humshaugh
Simonburn
Wark

HC
HC
EP

Readings: Genesis 18.1-10 or Psalm 15, Luke 10.38-42
Sunday 28th July
9am
Thockrington BCP
10.30am Chollerton
HC

9.30am
11.00am
6.30pm

Wark
Simonburn
Humshaugh

Readings: Genesis 18.20-32 or Psalm 138, Luke 11.1-13
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HC
Matins
EP

SERVICES FOR AUGUST
Benefice of Chollerton
9am
Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley

HC
HC

Benefice of Humshaugh
Sunday 4th August
11.00am
Simonburn
HC
6.00pm
Wark
EP
8.00pm Humshaugh
Late@8
Contemporary worship and teaching

Readings: Ecclesiastes 1.2,12-14; 2.18-23 or Psalm 49.1-12, Luke 12.13-21
Sunday 11th August
9am
Thockrington HC
9.30am
Humshaugh
MP
10.30am Chollerton
HC
11.00am
Simonburn
MP
6.00pm
Wark
HC

Readings: Genesis 15.1-6 or Psalm 33.12-22, Luke 12.32-40
Sunday 18th August
9am
Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley

HC
HC

9.30am
11.00am
2.00pm
6.00pm

Humshaugh
HC
Simonburn
HC
Wark
Baptism
Wark
EP

Readings: Jeremiah 23.23-29 or Psalm 82, Luke 12.49-56
Sunday 25th August
9am
Thockrington BCP
10.30am Chollerton HC

9.30am
11.00am
6.30pm

Wark
Simonburn
Humshaugh

Readings: Isaiah 58.9-14 or Psalm 103.1-8, Luke 13.10-17
Sunday 1st September
9am
Gunnerton HC
9.30am
Humshaugh
10.30am Birtley
HC
11.00am
Simonburn
6.00pm
Wark

HC
Matins
EP

HC
HC
EP

8.00pm Humshaugh
Late@8
Contemporary worship and teaching
Readings: Proverbs 25.6-7 or Psalm 112, Luke 14.1,7-14
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BIRTLEY COFFEE MORNING
th

Thursday 4 July and Thursday 1st August 10.30 till 12 noon
Come along to Birtley Village Hall between 10.30 and 12 noon and enjoy
coffee, tea and home baking and have a good catch-up.
The coffee morning is a regular event held on the first Thursday of each
month.

Everyone is welcome!

Evensong at Birtley
For the first time in many years, we shall be holding an Evensong
service at Birtley on September 8th at 6pm, to which everyone is
welcome for some peaceful prayer, praise and contemplation before
the start of a new week.

Friends of Chollerton Churches
Northumbrian Evening at Barrasford Arms
Friday, 13th September
BBQ Music provided by Roddy Matthews
For further details see posters and Village Notes in Hexham Courant

Chollerton Wheelers' Annual Steeplechase
Saturday 28th September
This year's sponsored ride will take place in the Eden Valley, Cumbria.
Riders will include Claire Ridley, Andy Brittlebank, Ken Carlisle, Claire
Dickinson, Richard Hay, John Cook and Neil Patterson.
Please sponsor one of our riders in aid of Chollerton and Gunnerton
Churches.

Sing for your Supper Community Evening
Please save the evening of 16th November if you would like to come and
‘Sing for your Supper’ in Birtley Village Hall. More details to follow in the
next edition.
Mrs Maureen Broadbent retirement party Barrasford Village Hall
12th July 6pm-9pm.
All friends, current ex parents/pupils and local community are all welcome to
join us to say thankyou and to celebrate Maureen’s next stage of her life .
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Discussion or Study Group in the Autumn
We are thinking of setting up a discussion or study group to begin in the
Autumn in the Chollerton Benefice.
If you would like to be involved, please contact Rev Sarah Lunn as we are
trying to work out when might be the best time of day and venue in which
to meet. Thank you

A BIG Thankyou
Christian Aid Bacon Butty Mornings, 11th and 18th May.

Thank you to everyone who helped and donated. We raised a grand total of
£391.10

Claire Ridley

Trevor Johnson Headstone Fund
It was heartening to see our community come together when Trevor died
recently to give him a decent funeral which he would not have had if not for the
generosity of the Church and the Funeral Directors and the people of our local
community. The Headstone Fund is going well but still needs £120 – if anyone
has not yet donated and would like to please leave your envelope at the Village
Shop or No 2 Chishillways.
Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way.
GURKHA WELFARE TRUST FUNDRAISER
Bank Holiday Sunday saw a record turnout at Carrycoats Hall open gardens
when over £2,700 was raised for the Gurkha Welfare Trust. This money will go
to support the veterans living in Nepal, and a spokesman from the GWT
headquarters sent the following message “We are so very grateful and the
amount raised could almost cover the cost of materials for one of our earthquake
-resilient homes for a pensioner.”
If you would like to see the work that GWT carries out in Nepal, supporting the
“bravest of the brave”, visit www.gwt.org.uk/50 to find out more.
Many thanks to everyone who supported the event.

THANKS!
Thank you to everyone who turned out to support the Birtley Fete in the
Village Hall and Canine Capers on the playing field on Sunday 9 th June. We
had a good turnout, including canine, the weather was kind, and over £1,000
was raised. On behalf of Birtley PCC, we are very grateful.
Eileen
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Benefice of Humshaugh, Simonburn and Wark
Forthcoming Services
Weddings
26.7.19
27.7.19
17.8.19
6.9.18
Walton
27.9.19
2.11.19

St Michael’s, Wark Wedding of John Robinson and Carly Nichol
St Michael’s, Wark Wedding of Declan Ghee and Tiffany McGurk
St Mungo’s, Simonburn Wedding of Rikki Elliot and Melissa Nixon
St Michael’s, Wark Wedding of Callum Storrow and Charlotte
St Mungo’s, Simonburn Wedding of Richard Fox and Rebecca Smith
St Mungo’s, Simonburn Wedding of John Gregory and Mary Murray

Harvest Services
15.9.19
Wark
Joint service at 11.00am with the Methodists and URC,
followed by a lunch at Wark Town Hall
6.10.19
Humshaugh Harvest Festival at 9.30am
6.10.19
Simonburn Harvest Festival at 11.00am

Services at Humshaugh, Simonburn and Wark
Over the coming months we will see some very slight changes to services at
Humshaugh and Wark to make it easier to welcome in our new clergy and Readers.
In both churches Morning and Evening Prayer will continue to be from Common
Worship, services for Sunday; Holy Communion will continue to be from Common
Worship and service books have been printed for these churches. Over the summer
we will also be introducing new people to leading our services, preaching and
leading our intercessions,
Simonburn will continue to have two services of Holy Communion each month,
one service of Matins from the Book of Common Prayer and one service of
Morning Prayer from Common Worship.
Depending on the take up for the Deanery Evensong on the 30th of June, PCCs in
each church may be asked to consider introducing Evensong and Holy Communion
from the Book of Common Prayer for services in Advent.

Mothers’ Union Sponsored Walk
On July 3rd. Humshaugh & Falstone Mothers’ union will be doing their
sponsored walk in Corbridge, in aid of AFIA, the charity that organises holidays
for families who can’t afford them. We would love to help those families and
would be very grateful for any contributions, which can be given to Liesbeth
Langford, The Coinings, East Farm Humshaugh.
Many Thanks
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Simonburn Notes
I will start by saying a huge congratulations to Ady Langford, who has passed
his 2 year Paramedic Course. Well Done.
I have just returned from my “Summer “ holiday and it is all systems go and the
time for the Fete is almost here!
A reminder, we are still looking for donations towards the following stalls:

Cakes...Kay Hadley or to the stall on the day

Tombola...Judith Brown, can be left at the Tearoom

Bric-a-brac...Kay Hadley

Books...Alice Murray

Plant/Produce...Mrs Allgood

Children's Corner.. Prizes etc...Jane Langford

Teas/Refreshments...Janice Rowcroft, Village Hall
It is a fun day that we can come together as a community, so if you could help in
any way, please, please get in touch with Roger on 681077.
So don’t forget the date…..SATURDAY 27th JULY 2pm. We hope and pray for a
warm and sunny day!
On Saturday August 17th Rikki Elliot and Melissa Nixon are to be married in St.
Mungo’s. We wish them every happiness for their future together.
I hope the weather improves for the holidays and everyone has a great summer
and enjoys all the events and activities going on around and about.
Love Sharon

*************The Pizza and Prosecco night in Simonburn Village
Hall Saturday 6th July has been CANCELLED.**************

Superfast Broadband …..Well we’ve started! A long way to go but the

signs are encouraging. The meetings generated lots of interest in Superfast
Broadband being sponsored by b4ntr . It is vital that we ALL try to persuade
everyone outside the 1 kilometre range of the Openreach CABINET to sign up
with an expression of interest, as it is this that will trigger the onset of the
installation. Remember there is no cost implication . Go to the b4ntr website
and sign up NOW or call me on 01434230519 and I’ll put your request through.

Wark Garden Fete
Saturday 6th July from 2.00pm.
On the Village Green
Teas in the Town Hall
Cakes stall
Tombola stall
Books stall, and more
Do come along
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Inspiring music In the company of

The Rock Choir
With Guest Speaker

Dr Alex Duncan
Friday 6th of September 7.30pm
Tyndale Function Suite Hexham NE46 3SG
Tickets £5.00 in aid of Hexham Oncology Dept.
To book please contact Richard
01434 681847 / richali.dodds@outlook.com

Simonburn Village Fete
Saturday 27th July
2pm.

Stalls: Produce, Tombola,
Books, Bric-a–brac,
Cakes, Ice-Cream, Children's corner,
Tombola,
Grand Raffle
for the first time a Coconut Shy and Craft stalls
Music by:
The Sunshine Panners

Food & Refreshments in Village Hall

Thockrington Church Fete and Open Gardens
at

Carrycoats Hall
Sunday 18th August at 2.30
Come and enjoy walking round the herbaceous and
vegetable gardens, shrubberies and woodlands
Cream teas, plant stall, home produce stall, excellent
raffle
Entry £5, children free.
Well-behaved dogs on leads welcome.
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