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Chollerton Vicarage
As we come to Advent and begin the preparations for the Christmas season once
again, the pattern of life gets more busy for each of us. For you it may be
preparations for family celebrations, planning the present buying, the travel to
family or friends, or working out how to fit in all that needs to be done and
everyone who needs to be seen. With the media hype about Christmas and the days
growing darker there is growing sense of expectation, whether that expectation is
predominantly a sense of excitement or of trepidation at another Christmas and all
that entails!
In these times of economic hardship and with many people deeply in debt or
worrying where the next bill is going to be paid from, we read in the media of more
and more money being spent on presents at Christmas. Various articles in the press
have come up with different amounts of money spent by parents on each child at
Christmas, ranging from £159 to £372. Gifts of some magnitude. And a lot of
pressure from youngsters on their parents to have the present of the moment be it an
iPad, a game or a toy which has been widely advertised.
Presents are all very well, but what does Christmas really mean to you? Are you,
for example preparing for the present to all of us from God?
We await the birth of Jesus- the greatest gift, and there are preparations to make for
that as well, just as there are for the birth of a new baby in the family. Babies are
born when they are ready to come but we know when the birth of Jesus is to be
celebrated so we can plan for it- plan to spend a little time in the busyness of life
reflecting on the meaning and the significance of Christmas. On the amazing gift
that God has given each of us.
We may know exactly when we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus, but as with
any new birth and new life, there is always a measure of unpredictability, a sense of
hope and anticipation- one Christmas is never quite the same as another- even if the
difference is just the weather. But I hope that for each of you it is more than that.
There is still a sense of excitement as we place the Christ child in the crib at
Midnight in church on Christmas Eve.
We hear the Christmas story read by many different voices, and see it acted out by
Marys, Josephs, Shepherds and angels of all ages. Each new telling brings a new
insight. For example listening to a child's interpretation of the nativity story gives
constant surprises and joy- even if sometimes it is not quite in the order we expect!
Joy is something that we should have at Christmas- as the carol puts it- 'Joy to the
world, the Saviour comes'.
I hope that all of you find some new insight and joy in the Christ child in this busy
season.

Sarah Lunn
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Humshaugh Vicarage
It seems strange to be writing this in November and knowing it’s got to make
sense in the New Year, not just a new calendar year but the other side of all
that happens over Christmas and the hurly burly of these annual festivities.
However, one thing that is a constant of each January are the thoughts
about new beginnings, fresh starts and all those resolutions made in the
early hours of the first day of the year.
And this coming year promises to be a challenging one; on the international
stage there is all the politics of the USA, North Korea, Russia and, of course
our divorce from Europe. On a national level we may face another
referendum or even a general election, and here in the valley we, as a
church community will continue the fight for our local schools and do our
best to support people through whatever Brexit brings. But what about those
New Year resolutions, what is it that we should say we are going to either
start doing or give up?
Well, looking at all that might come our way over the next twelve months it
would make sense to set ourselves on a firm footing; eating healthily, taking
plenty of exercise and looking after our mental health are all good places to
start. But there is another dimension to our lives that is easily overlooked,
our spiritual wellbeing, and it is my experience that unless we take care of all
aspects of our lives we are rarely truly happy or healthy.
So how to be spiritually well; what might that mean ?
For us as Christians this starts with prayer, continues with worship and
meeting together with everything rooted in the teaching of Jesus in the bible
so I want to advocate a different new start for people in 2019, one that will
give us all a good foundation for the coming months and years.
My challenge to us all is to take just two or three minutes each day to read a
few lines of Luke’s gospel from the New Testament, a friend of mine talks
about it as a ‘call to radical living’; helping us to lead a full and healthy life.
And I’m recommending this to both Christians and those who don’t believe;
don’t worry if you don’t have a copy of Luke’s gospel, I have plenty to give
away. Each month in the Broadsheet I’ll suggest readings for each day, just
a few lines that will only take a couple of minutes, but it might be the best
New Year’s resolution you ever make.
We’ve all said we’d give up chocolate, or lose weight or exercise more and
we rarely last a few days or weeks, but I’d love to hear how you get on with
Luke’s gospel.
Peace

Steve
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Round and About Humshaugh
What a wonderful and moving remembrance afternoon was held in the Village
Hall on the 11th of November.
Many, many thanks to Diana Linnett and Jen Ogle for making this possible.

Mothers’ Union
On Wednesday, December the 5th, the MU members will celebrate Christmas
with short stories, poems and readings. The meeting will take place at the
Langfords’ home at 1.30 pm.
On January the 9th, it will be the annual Corporate Communion, led by Revd.
Steve Wilkinson in St Peter’s church at 1.30pm.
All members would like to wish everybody a happy Christmas and a very good
New Year.

Pub Quiz
A long time ago now, in October, the Quiz was won by “One Man Down”. A
splendid £187 was raised for the Village Bonfire Night Fireworks. The next Quiz
will be on Tuesday, January 15, starting at 8pm in aid of the Crown Inn Leek Club
and Graeme Warren will be Question Master.

Humshaugh First School
The Christmas Show will be on Wednesday, December the 12th at 9.15 am and at
5.30 pm. The school always produces the most wonderful shows, so do come!!

HAP
On Friday the 11th of January, the film will be the classic “Get Carter”, starring
Michael Kane and filmed in Newcastle/Gateshead. Ian Grant will give a short talk
about the film beforehand and there will be nibbles and gorgeous puddings.
Tickets £5 for adults and £2.50 for under 18s. Doors open at 6.45 pm – talk at
7.15 pm and the film will be at approximately 7.30 pm

A Christmas Poem by Iris Lewis.
Hustling, bustling, buying, packing, have you time for me?
Writing, signing, stamping, posting, have you time for me?
Making, rolling, steaming, baking, have you time for me?
Icing, stuffing, decorating,
have you time for me?
Because of me you’re celebrating, lighting up the tree,
Because of me there’s carol singing, crackers, fun and spree,
Because of me the star was shining, wise men there were three,
Because of me the sheep were bleating, shepherds came to see,
I am Jesus Christ your Saviour, please make time for me.

Liesbeth Langford
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WARK PARISH NEWS
We Remembered Them. St. Michael’s was the venue for The Royal British Legion
Remembrance Service on Sunday 11th November when Humshaugh and Simonburn
joined. I hope you had the opportunity to see the cascade of poppies on the War
Memorial flanked by the `Tommies’. Well done to all who took part and to those
who helped with the knitting.
The pupils from Wark School held their Remembrance Worship on Friday 9 th at
The Memorial.
So we turn our attention to Christmas; I can tell you about our services, however, at
time of writing I do not have confirmed times for all so please will you check on the
service listing in the BROADSHEET. We start the Christmas Story at Stonehaugh on
Sunday 9th December with a Christingle service in the Community Hall. Mulled wine
and mince pies at 6 or 6.30pm. Please check. On Sunday 16th December you have
the choice of two carol services! Please check the time etc. as there is a rumour it
will be slightly different this year. Earlier in the morning at 11.00am MURC are
holding a Carol Service. On Sunday 23rd December at 1.00pm St. Michael’s will hold
the Wedding of Carole Hedley and Bill Aitchison. Christmas Day at 10.00am the
Benefice Holy Communion service will be held in St. Michael’s.
Other events advised so far around Christmas is Curry and Quizmas festive event at
Wark Town Hall on 11th December. Book your food from Indus Valley (01434
602651/605697). To book your table and get more information on the procedure
for ordering your curry call Judith on 230250.
Of course before any of this gets underway, on Sunday 2 nd December St. Michael’s
Christmas Bazaar will take place in Wark Town Hall at 2.00pm. Festive stalls.
To set the final bits ready for Christmas, Santa will make his appearance as Carols
are being sung on the green under the tree. He usually makes it to this bit of his
round by 7.00pm. Many a pair of wet and cold feet will have walked back home
from there.
Once we enter January all is a bit flat, the decorations and lights are back in the loft
and the nights are dark and long, however for those who qualify, the Wark Festive
Meal is on Wednesday 16th January in the Town Hall. Invitations will be with you
early December. The difficult part of this is getting the invitations to the correct
people so if you believe you qualify and nothing has arrived by say 10 th December
please contact me on 230367.
That is about all for now; just need to go and feed the Christmas Cake with some
more spirit! Enjoy Christmas, we hope to see you at one of the services or events
and have a Happy New Year. Until we chat again
Love
John
5

Benefice of Chollerton
Benefice of Humshaugh
Sunday 2nd December
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
9.00am
Gunnerton
HC
11.00am Simonburn
HC
10.30am
Birtley
HC
6.00pm Wark
EP
8.00pm Humshaugh ‘Late at Eight’
Contemporary worship, teaching & prayer
Readings: Jeremiah 33.14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13, Luke 21.25-36
Monday 3rd December
6.00pm School Christingle - Chollerton
Wednesday 5th December

7.00pm

Birtley Compline for
Advent

9.00am Thockrington
10.030AM Chollerton

Sunday 9th December
HC
9.30am
Humshaugh
MP
HC
11.00am
Simonburn
MP
6.00pm
Stonehaugh Christingle

Readings: Malachi 3.1-4,
Luke 3.1-6
Philippians 1.3-11,
Wednesday 12th December
7.00pm Gunnerton Compline for

Advent

9.00am Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley
6.00pm Chollerton

Sunday 16th December
HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
Carol Service 11.00am Simonburn
HC
Carol Service 6.00pm Wark Carol Service

Readings: Zephaniah 3.14-20, Philippians 4.4-7, Luke 3.7-18
Tuesday 18th December
6.30pm Carol singing through
Humshaugh village
(Meet outside the Crown)
Wednesday 19th December
7.00pm Chollerton - Compline for
9.30am.Humshaugh School Service
(in the church)
Advent
Sunday 23rd December
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
9.00am Thockrington
HC
6.30pm
Simonburn
Carol
Service
10.30am Chollerton
HC
(With Antiphon Choir)
1.00pm Wark, Wedding
William Aitchison and Carol Hedley
Readings: Micah 5.2-5, Psalm 80.1-8,
Luke 1.39-45
Hebrews 10.5-10
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Benefice of Chollerton

Benefice of Humshaugh

Monday 24th December
4.30pm Humshaugh Carol Service
6.00pm Crib Service at Gunnerton
11.30pm Simonburn Midnight Mass for
11.30pm Midnight Communion at
Christmas
Chollerton
Tuesday 25th December
9am Holy Communion at Thockrington
10.00am Wark Benefice
10.30am Holy Communion at Birtley
Christmas Day Holy Communion
Sunday 30th December
10.30am Holy Communion at Birtley

10.30am

Humshaugh Benefice

Monday 31st December
6.30pm Watchnight service at Gunnerton
Readings: 1 Samuel 2.18-20,26, Colossians 3.12-17, Luke 2.41-52

2019

9.00am Gunnerton
10.30am Birtley

Sunday 6th January 2019
HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
11.00am Simonburn
6.00pm Wark

HC
HC
EP

8.00pm Humshaugh
‘Late at Eight’
(Contemporary worship,
teaching and prayer)
Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6, Ephesians 3.1-12, Matthew 2.1-12
Sunday 13th January
9.00am Thockrington
HC
11.00am Simonburn Benefice HC
10.30am Chollerton
HC
(Patronal Festival of St. Mungo)
Revd. Claire Robson
Readings: Isaiah 43.1-7, Acts 8.14-17, Luke 3.15-17,21,22
Sunday 20th January
9.00am Gunnerton
HC
9.30am Humshaugh
HC
11.00am Simonburn
HC
10.30am Birtley
HC
6.00pm Wark
EP
Readings: Isaiah 62.1-5, 1 Corinthians 12.1-11, John 2.1-11
9.00am Thockrington
10.30am Chollerton

Sunday 27th January
HC
9.30am Wark
11.00am Simonburn
HC
6.30pm Humshaugh

HC
Matins
EP

Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10, 1 Corinthians 12.12-31, Luke 4.14-21
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Commemorative Seat
Chollerton Parish Council are facilitating the purchase of a seat to Commemorate the
Centenary of WW1 which will be placed opposite the War Memorial at Chollerton. If
anyone would like to make a donation towards the cost of the seat please contact Liz
Atkinson, Clerk to the PC, or any PC member.

Thank you for all the Poppies!
Thank you to everyone who knitted poppies and joined in the commemoration of the
centenary of the end of the First World War. Everything looked both
moving and beautiful. Thank you too to Sally and Paul Danys who had
the inspiration for the ceramic poppies and put in such a lot of hard work
to bring the project to fruition. The children in School enjoyed making
them as did so many adults, and the installation at Birtley Church looks
magnificent. Sarah Lunn.

Singing Group for Christmas Carol Services
We would like to convene a small singing group to lead the singing of carols at the
United Carol services on 16th December at Birtley and Chollerton. There will be three
rehearsals at 7.00pm in Gunnerton Church on Tuesday 27th November, Tuesday 4th
December, and Tuesday 11th December. Everyone is welcome. If you would like to take
part please do contact Rev Sarah Lunn either by email ( sarahlunn63@gmail.com) or by
telephone (681721)

Friends of Chollerton Churches
Yuletide at Chipchase Castle Chapel
Friday December 14th at 7.00p.m.
A Candlelit Evening of Carols, Lessons and Music
Featuring Members of Charlie's Choir and Roddy Matthews.
All presided over by Revd. Sarah Lunn.
Afterwards in the Castle Hall for mulled wine, sausages and mince pies.
Tickets £15. from Bob Fletcher on 01434 681949
or bob@atretail.co.uk
YOU ARE INVITED !!!
A quartet from the

ROYAL NORTHERN SINFONIA

will give an hour's performance
St. Giles Church, Chollerton, Friday 11th January
7 p.m. Drinks after the performance.
This evening is in recognition of Alison and Ken Carlisle's support of the R.N.S. 60th
Anniversary Appeal.
The evening is free and you are ALL welcome.
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Ringing the Bells for Peace
St. Aidan’s Thockrington has captured attention across Europe.
21st September is designated each year by the United Nations International Day of
Peace. For Europe this year, this has additional relevance in marking the
centenary of the ending of World War One. Moreover, 2018 is European Year of
Cultural Heritage, involving 32 countries in promoting the traditions which make
us who we are. The German National Co-ordinator for the Year initiated a
proposal in which churches and public buildings across Europe would ring bells as
the distinctive sign that peace has come. Many churches in countries from
Scandinavia to the Mediterranean registered. But when the hour came, at 5pm
UK time, no-one in the UK had registered. Except St. Aidan’s, Thockrington.
Graham Bell is the UK National Co-ordinator for 2018 European Year of Cultural
Heritage and couldn’t let this moment pass. Having rung the bell, he tweeted to
find out if anyone else in the UK had made a last-minute chime. No; nothing.
However, Graham’s tweet was seen by over 1,000 people from Greece to Italy
and Spain to Scandinavia, and those ‘liking’ the tweet included the member of the
European Parliament responsible for cultural heritage. Also among the
respondents was a filmmaker who is part of a consortium recording the event,
and the following day Graham re-ran the ringing of the bell at Thockrington to be
recorded and included in a 14-minute film featuring Cologne Cathedral, an
Anglican church in Riga in Latvia, a Lutheran church in Warsaw, Dresden Cathedral
and…St Aidan’s Thockrington! The film will have its inaugural showing in Warsaw
on 22-23 November but you can have a privileged viewing before its general
release: https://youtu.be/TyRbEkoW5rg . Thockrington is the last in the sequence.
Watch it if you can in silence as it ends very quietly and, entirely appropriately,
peacefully.

The North Tyne and Redewater Choral Society
A CHRISTMAS CONCERT
including

Christmas Cantata by Geoffrey Bush
seasonal music by, among others, Bob Chilcott and John Rutter
Conducted by John Roper
Accompanied by Richard Simmance
Saturday December 22nd
St Giles’ Church, Chollerton

7.30pm
Admission; £10, including seasonal refreshments
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Birtley & District Gardening Group
Birtley Village Hall
Our Special Christmas event

Tuesday 18th December - please note change of date!
Our speaker will be Simon Thompson,
Head Gardener at Wallington. His talk is entitled:

What are we up to now?

Doors open at 7pm.with drinks and nibbles.
All welcome
Guests £6, please advise Margaret Watson : 01434 230 204

Tuesday 8th January
Our speaker will be Alan Furness from the Alpine Garden Society, on
“Fifty Favourite Alpines”
All welcome Guests £4.

GUNNERTON LUNCH CLUB CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Wed 19th Dec at 12 noon £5

To include seasonal delights in addition to soup and a
pudding with a festive flavour.
There will be a raffle of a Christmas Hamper and other goodies!
Please make a note of the date and reserve your place with Susan Reay
on 681852 by 14th December.
The first Lunch Club of 2019 will be on Wed 30th January at 12 noon

Birtley Village Hall,

.

Birtley History Group

Wednesday 16th January
Dr Ian Roberts on Family History
starts 7.30pm.
Please do come along

Coffee Mornings,
every first Thursday in the month
at 10.30am.
Come along for a coffee, chat and
catch up with friends

CAROL SINGING IN HUMSHAUGH, We propose to go out Carol Singing around
the village of Humshaugh during the week leading up to Christmas.
A collection will be taken for The Children’s Society. This will take place on
Tuesday 18th December and we will meet at 6.30pm outside the Crown. An
invitation is extended to anyone who would like to join us, and you will be most
welcome. To everyone else at home to let you know that we shall be coming
around the village and we aim to visit as many as we can. Please keep lights on so
that drives and lanes are as safe as possible. We shall be out for about two hours,
weather permitting, and will end with seasonal refreshment.
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Christingle and Carol Services
Mon. 3rd December Chollerton School Christingle……………..6.00pm.
Sun.9th December Stonehaugh Christingle ……………………..6.00pm.
Sun. 16th December Birtley Carol Service……………………..10.30am.
Sun. 16th December Chollerton. Carol Service………………….6.00pm
Sun. 16th December Wark Carol Service……………………….6.00pm.
Tue.18th December Humshaugh Carol Singing around village... 6.30pm.
Wed.19th December Humshaugh School Service (in church)…. 9.30am.
Sun. 23rd December Simonburn Carol Service…………………6.30pm.
Mon. 24th December Gunnerton Crib Service ………………....6.00pm
Mon. 24th December Humshaugh Carol Service………………..4.30pm.

Simonburn Notes
I start these notes by saying how utterly shocked we all were by the sudden passing
of Sue Harvey at the age of 49. The service in St. Mungo’s was standing room only
and was packed with many friends from all around, with a moving tribute from
friend Kathy Harris from the dog agility group that Sue belonged to. She will be a
great miss to all that knew her and our thoughts and prayers are with Jimmy, her
sister Lizzy and all the family.
The Remembrance Day service was well attended at Wark and all the memorials.
All people making the effort to remember the soldiers that fought in WW1, WW2
and other conflicts since…...WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
The Christmas season is almost here, we will be decorating the Church and
Christmas tree on Saturday 22nd December from 9am. Please come along and help.
Any donations of flowers would be most welcome. There will be refreshments too!
A great start to Christmas is St. Mungo’s Carol Service on Sunday 23rd December
at 6.30pm. We will be joined by the choir Antiphon. Mulled wine and mince pies
will be served afterwards. All welcome.
I have heard a whisper, that Santa will be calling into Simonburn at 7pm on
Christmas Eve. So don’t be late! Come early to enjoy some singing, drinks and
mince pies.
The Christmas Eve Communion service begins at 11.30pm in St. Mungo’s.
If emails and social media hasn’t stopped people sending you Christmas cards
through the post, this Christmas and through the year, please save your stamps.
Judith Brown collects used stamps for The Leprosy Mission. The stamps can be left
in the box on the table in church.
Looking to January, on Sunday 13th January 11am, there will be a Benefice service
to celebrate St. Mungo’s Day. All Welcome.
I would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a Happy and Healthy
New Year. See you in 2019, if not before.
Love Sharon
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LUKE: a call to radical living.
Daily readings for January 2019 (free copies of Luke available from church)












7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

Luke 1.1-4
Luke 1.5-17
Luke 1.18-25
Luke 1.26-38
Luke 1.39-56
Luke 1.57-66
Luke 1.67-80
Luke 2.1-20
Luke 2.21-32
Luke 2.33-40
Luke 2.41-52













19th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Luke 3.1-14
Luke 3.15-22
Luke 3.23-38
Luke 4.1-13
Luke 4.14-30
Luke 4.31-44
Luke 5.1-11
Luke 5.12-26
Luke 5.27-39
Luke 6.1-11
Luke 6.12-19

Rev’d. Richard Ferguson is a retired vicar and well regarded Christian
author and bible translator. In his new book Richard puts out a call to
live a life beyond all the usual human and material calls on our lives; to
have a life that is full, free and utterly satisfying.
This is the companion text to support our reading of Luke’s gospel, it’s
not essential, what’s important is that you work your way through Luke.
However, if you’d like to know more then Richard’s book is a great
place to start.
LEARNING WITH LUKE
You are invited to take part in this project.
Its aim is to read St Luke’s Gospel on a daily
basis and so discover the riches of this
challenging Gospel. It will help to have a copy of
Luke: A call to Radical Living which sets out the
text in manageable passages with notes to help.
JANUARY 7th to APRIL 2019
We begin reading a passage a day with
accompanying commentary on January 7th when
we have just celebrated the birth of Christ. We
shall continue reading daily though Epiphany and
Lent. On Sundays, Ash Wednesday and in Holy
Week we pause our reading to make space for
the readings set out for those days. We read
Luke’s account of Easter in the first week of the
Easter season.
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