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Humshaugh Vicarage   
 

Friends, 

        I have been thinking much about kindness recently, sparked I have to say by 
watching a televised interview where the presenters gave a Christian guest on 
their show no quarter whatsoever. When worldly reason failed to get him to back 
down on his points of faith, the presenters became more and more unpleasant, 
the harder he defended his beliefs and stood his ground. An example of real 
unkindness played out on national television. 
 

        On the other hand I have also seen this last few weeks some remarkable acts 
of kindness, a lady in the supermarket checkout who was short of a few pence for 
her shopping given it by a stranger. The generosity of people giving to charitable 
collections after our funeral services, the kindness of a friend who looked after my 
sheep so I could go on holiday and more recently the world wide response to 
natural disasters like the famine in the Yemen and the hurricane in the Caribbean. 
And I’m sure everyone else will have their own examples as well.  
 

       So what makes the difference, why are some people in some situations less 
kind than others and does our faith in Jesus make a difference ? Well, before we 
all start getting smug it is my sad experience that Christians are no more or less 
likely to be kind to others than those of another faith or none, and whilst true 
altruism is probably one of the best pieces of evidence for God, it’s not restricted 
to those who follow Jesus. No, it feels far more complicated than just our faith in a 
God who commanded His followers to love others as much as they love 
themselves, there’s stuff about background, upbringing, circumstances and much, 
much more. 
 

        However, whatever motivates us to behave as we do, our world would be just 
slightly better if we were all more kind to the people around us. So, in this run up 
to Harvest, when we remember all the good things God has done for us and we 
thank our farmers and producers for the food they have grown, I wonder if I could 
encourage us all to be a little more kind to those who we meet ? Not in a wishy-
washy, sandal and beard wearing, comedy Christian sense but in genuine, 
practical and down to earth ways. Kindness, as my aunt used to say, ‘costs 
nothing’ and that’s probably true more often than not, but real kindness gets to 
the heart of what the other person needs the most, it’s a positive decision to act 
and that can take time and effort. But it is worth it, so please, some on, let’s all 
have a go at it this autumn ! 
               
        Peace                                                                                                         Steve 
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Round and About Humshaugh  

Mothers’ Union 
A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by everybody, when Sister Jill Goodfellow 
came to give her talk on “Women’s Common Health Issues.”  With her wonderful 
sense of humour, her great knowledge and her deep love for her subject, it 
became a delightful time together. 
The October meeting will take place on Thursday the 12th of October at Margret 
Jacot’s house, where she will give her illustrated talk about her visit to Egypt: 
“Magic of the Nile.” 

Crown Players Drama Group 
A most enjoyable coffee morning was created by the Crown Players on Saturday 
the 9th of September.   The amount of cakes was unbelievable and everybody was 
wonderfully entertained by members of the group.  £200 was raised!  

Pub Quiz 
The October Quiz will be held on Tuesday 17th at 8pm and will be in aid of the 
Village Bonfire Night Fireworks. 

Humshaugh First School 
Seven new starters joined the school and have settled well in reception.  We now 
have 37 children in the school. 
Harvest gifts will be taken to St Peter’s Church by the children on Thursday 28th of 
September after their Harvest Celebrations at the School, including homemade soup 
by the children!  Anybody is warmly invited to the school that afternoon…. The 
Harvest Service in Church will be on Sunday 1st October at 9.30am. A warm 
welcome to all residents to attend the Harvest Celebrations in church. The gifts will 
be taken round the village by the children on Monday 2nd October.  
The School will break up for half term on THURSDAY 19th October. 

Humshaugh Playing Field Trust Fireworks Display 
This will be on Friday November 3rd from 6pm. There will be hot refreshments and 
the display starts at 6.30 pm.   
No personal fireworks or sparklers to be brought to the event.    
There will be collection buckets in the village during the weeks leading up to the 
event and on the night itself 

HAP 
The film club starts its new season with A Private Function which is PG. on Friday 
October 13th at 7pm for food and 7.30 for the film in the village hall. 
Prices - £10.00 per ticket with food - £5.00 for film – under 18’s £7.50 with food 
and £3.00 without. 
Puds - £2.00 for all.   Tickets will be in the village shop. 

                                                                                       Liesbeth Langford 
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WARK PARISH NEWS 

 

Before the expletives, I will say how much I hate Windows 10! You are lucky to be 
receiving these notes this month as all appears to be up against me. We have had 
a request for an earlier deadline from the Editor this month, which I cannot 
complain against, as he along with the team of printers then the fabulous 
distributors do a wonderful job, to have this in front of you to read (or do 
something else with) Again from us in Wark A HUGE thank you to all who help in 
any shape or form.  I cannot say more than a thank you to all concerned. 
 

So to Wark:, the Ladies of our wonderful Guild who do so much (I believe they are 
touting for new younger members , as they all complain age is coming up against 
them – something I find difficult to believe) had an interesting and entertaining 
lunch earlier in September at The Sill.  A building I have driven past for the last 
18months or so and have wondered just what would be achieved from the 
mountains of steel and soil; we now know.  I understand the experience on the 
actual roof is something to be remembered. 
 

As always we must look at events in the previous month and I do record the sad 
passing of a loyal supporter of St. Michael’s with the death of Jane Murray on 17th 
August.  Jane was a friend of many and I think it reasonable to say enjoyed her 
country life here in the North Tyne.  We also bring to our thoughts and prayers the 
life of Anthony Lowes `Bod’ a young life known by many and taken too early. Let 
perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

As we are preparing this issue early, hopefully it will have arrived through your 
letter box in time for the various Harvest Services. St. Michael’s School are first on 
Friday 29th September, which is also Macmillan Coffee Day in the Hall from 
10.00am, with the school in St. Michael’s at 2.30pm.  It is worth saying you do not 
have to have a child attending school to come along to this service.  Previous 
experiences goes that they are worth attending;.... all are most welcome. 

Messy Church'  
 

Starting in early November Melanie and Steve will be running a   
Messy Church' after school club, from 3.15 to 4.15pm on a Tuesday and 
we are looking for people to help us.  
 

What we really need are some kind folk who would come and help with 
juice, tea and coffee and simple craft activities or who might be able to help 
with Messy Church comes to Humshaugh School ! 
Please let us know if you can help.  
                                                                                          Many thanks. 
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Harvest in St. Michael’s will be celebrated on Sunday 1st October at 6.00pm. Any 
contributions towards this will be most welcome in church on the Friday morning.  
School bring along anything left with them.  And of course we will have the most 
delicious `Soup and Pudding Evening’ in Westacres Community Room on Monday 
2nd October at 7.00pm where the admission for this is only £3.00.  Well worth 
every penny! 
 

Now, I can report the floor in the church entrance is completed along with the roof 
repairs on the tower.  We are water tight along with a steady understanding.  Well 
done to all who have helped along with many thanks to Heritage Consolidation 
who have worked on this project.  I must say they have been wonderful to work 
with and thank them for their professionalism. A job well done! 
We held our last PCC meeting on 13th Sept. So I am just getting this in before the 
cut off from the Editor.  We are applying for a faculty (permission from the powers 
that be) to replace the entrance doors, a window repair along with some urgent 
tree surgery within the churchyard. 
 

It is our belief we should maintain St. Michael’s for future generations. 
 

Speaking of which, you may have noticed our TEA TIME  Sunday 4.00pm service 
each month? Being a parishioner for more than 60 years, I must commend these 
to all our younger parishioners.  It is not `down your throat church’ more come 
along, meet, enjoy the activity then, when you are ready, return.  Will be good to 
see you next time, details are within the service rota here within  
THE BROADSHEET. 
Now, many are going to recall the concert held within St. Michael’s by  CROSS THE 
WANNIES back in May 2014.  There are not many times words do fail me, however 
to promote this they do.  An experience certainly it was; so I am happy to say a 
repeat performance will be held on Monday 23rd October 7.00pm for 7.30pm with 
tickets at £8.00 including supper are available from your Churchwardens, Ann – 
230259 and John 230367.  We cannot guarantee dancing in the aisle this time but 
what we can guarantee is a great night out. Do join us. 

 

To obtain some of the information above I had to look back over older 
BROADSHEET editions finding, I concluded with `Try our Sundays – they are better 
than McDonalds’ 

 

Until we chat again can or should I say more? 
 

Love to all        John x 
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Gunnerton Lunch Club 
 

Held on Wednesdays at 12 noon   
 25th October, 29th November. 

£2.50 includes soup, dessert, tea and coffee and a raffle. 

Chollerton WI   
 At our October meeting on Wednesday, 4th, we will be having our Centenary 
Banner Workshop and on 1st November Tony Binks will be joining us to give a 
‘Talk of His Choice’.  
 Please note the meetings will be back in Barrasford Village Hall. 

St Giles, Chollerton and St Christopher’s, Gunnerton  
 If anyone in the community wishes to commemorate a special occasion and 
would like to put flowers in either of the churches, commencing January 2018, 
please contact pauline.patrick1@btinternet.com or 01434 681209. 
 

Our Harvest Service will be held at St Giles, Chollerton, 10.30 am. on Sunday, 22 
October.  This year, we intend sending any produce to the Hexham Food Bank, 
and contributions towards this would be very much appreciated.  These can be 
left in St Giles Church, which is open during the day. 

Colwell Village Hall  
Quiz Night 

 
Saturday, 7th October 

7.30pm 
£6 per person includes supper 
Includes draw for the annual 
raffle in aid of the Tynedale 
Hospice Rainbow Project 

 

St Giles Church 
Harvest Lunch 

 

In Birtley Village Hall 
Sunday 8th October 
12.30 for 1pm start 

 

Contact Judith Weir 01434 230250                                                                        
or any church member   

 

Soup & Pudding  

Evening  

To be held in Westacres  

 Community Room  

Monday 2nd October at 7pm  

 

Only £3  
 

Do come along  

 

They’re back!! 
Cross The Wannies 

 

At St. Michaels' Church 
On Monday 23rd October  

7.30pm 
£8 including supper 

For tickets, contact Ann 230259 
Or John 2303677 

mailto:pauline.patrick1@btinternet.com
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Birtley Village Coffee Morning 

 

The monthly Coffee Morning will be held on                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
the first Thursday of each month, in the Village Hall.  

As usual, see you there for a coffee and chat. 

FRIENDS OF CHOLLERTON CHURCHES 
 

For one night only  Ken Loach's recent film 
 

"I DANIEL BLAKE" 
 

Friday 20th October  
 

 Hexham's Forum Cinema at 8.30.p.m. 
Filmed on Tyneside, Ken Loach crafts a "Cathy Come Home" for the 21st century that 
resonates long after you leave the cinema. 
A realistic depiction of life on benefits.  Winner of the Palme D'Or at the 2016 Cannes 
Film Festival.  
A limited number of combined dinner and film tickets are available at only £25, to 
include a welcome drink at 6.30 p.m. at the beautifully refurbished New Beaumont 
Hotel, Hexham, followed by a two course meal (vegetarian option) and raffle....then a 
stroll down to the Forum for a private viewing of this excellent film. 
Tickets for film only can be booked through the Forum or from Bob Fletcher at 
bob@atretail.co.uk or tel. 01434 681949 and are priced £7. 

Simonburn Notes 
 

On Sunday 22nd August, Poppy, daughter of Jade and Andrew and sister of 
Morgan, was welcomed into the church when she was baptised. 
Bishop Mark, led the Confirmation service on Sunday September 3rd, as Matthew  
Walton was confirmed. It was a lovely service which was followed by a glass of 
wine and nibbles. 
Another Baptism took place on 10th September, Henry,Terry Weatherley, the son of 
Terry and Naomi from Stonehaugh. We also welcome him into the church. 
Sadly, on Tuesday 12th September, we said goodbye to a dear friend, Sue Carlson. 
Sue died quite suddenly on  29th August.  Sue was known throughout the area, for 
her horse training and her love of dogs. She will be sorely missed by all. 
Our thoughts go out to her son ,Ian and granddaughter Iona. May she rest in peace. 
A welcome to Davey and Jill who have moved from Humshaugh into 4 Red Lion 
Terrace. We hope they will be very happy in their new home. 
Our Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 1st October 11.00am.. Any 
contributions of flowers and produce would be gratefully received to decorate the 
church. 
If you have any news or notices for Simonburn, please contact me on 681077 or 
email shazzahadley@hotmail.co.uk 
                                                                                                   Best Wishes  

Sharon 
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SERVICES FOR  OCTOBER 2017 

Benefice of Chollerton Benefice of Humshaugh 

Sunday 1
st

 October 

9am          Gunnerton         HC 
 10.30am   Birtley   MP and Harvest 
Festival 
  

  

9.30am     Humshaugh       Harvest 
 11.00am   Simonburn        Harvest 
 6.00pm     Wark                 Harvest 
  

Readings: Exodus 17.1-7, Philippians 2.1-13, Matthew 21.23-32 

Sunday 8
th

 October 
 

9am          Thockrington     HC 
 10.30am   Chollerton        HC 

9.30am    Humshaugh           MP 
 11.00am  Simonburn            MP 
 6.00pm    Wark                     HC 

Readings: Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9,12-20, Philippians 3.4-14 
Matthew 21.33-46 

Sunday 15
th

 October 
  

9am          Gunnerton        MP 
 10.30am   Birtley              HC 

9.30am      Humshaugh         HC 
 11.00am    Simonburn          HC 
 4.00pm      Wark      Tea Time Church 
 6.00pm      Wark                   EP 

Readings: Exodus 32.1-14, Philippians 4.1-9 
Matthew 22.1-14 

Sunday 22
nd

 October 
  

9am       Thockrington BCP  Harvest 
 10.30am Chollerton     HC   Harvest 

9.30am    Wark                     HC 
 11.00am  Simonburn      Matins       
6.30pm   Humshaugh           EP 

Readings: Exodus 33.12-23, 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 
Matthew 22.15-22  

Sunday 29th October 

10.30       Thockrington    HC 
Benefice service – all welcome 

10.30am   Wark                    HC 
Benefice Service  - all welcome  

  
HC - Holy Communion.  MP – Morning Prayer.  EP – Evening Prayer. 

  


