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A W CRAY LTD

General Builder
Extensions and Renovations

General Maintenance
Free Estimates

Tel: 01373 466514
Mobile: 07813 252919

email acvela btinternet.com

WHW.READAGRLCO.UK 01747 350535
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FROM THE EDITOR

WELL, HAVING THOUGHT that we would not to be able to produce an
edition this month for lack of news, we find that we now have quite a lot
of content! Thank you for all the comments saying that the mag is a good
thing to have in these troubling times. In spite of everyone staying at
home there seems to be a great community spirit in all the villages. Lots of
people supporting each other and lots of things happening online — some
of which you can read about in these pages. We will try and keep the
editions coming. The next one should be for July/August.

We need articles to fill the pages so do tell us what you’ve been up to. The
ups and downs of home schooling (maybe ask the children to write their
version!), the books you’'ve been reading, the new skills you've been
learning — anything at all would be great. Doesn’t need to be long —just a
couple of paragraphs is fine. Pete and I look forward to being snowed
under with contributions. Lin

And many thanks to Richard Swann for our front cover photo this month.
Peter

FROM THE RECTORY

A MATTER OF LIFE AND
DEATH

AT THIS TIME of global pan-
demic, we live with stark reality
of death and life. Ezekiel’s vi-
sion of the valley of dry bones
(37:1-14) was given when God’s
people were in exile in Babylon.

Editors: Lin Taylor and Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
Advertising: Peter Corbett, 01373 466536, mellsmag@hotmail.com
Deadline for July/August is June 19th (but do check)

Printed by Frome Printworks 01373 800 300
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CONTACTS
Rector, Mells Group of Churches, Rev Clive A. Fairclough
The Rectory, Gay Street, Mells, BA11 3PT 01373 673431
cliveatmellsgroup@gmail.com, twitter @clivetherev
Benefice administrator Tracy Hughes tracyhughes523@yahoo.com

Church laymen and women Parish council
Church wardens chairs and clerks
Buckland Suzanne Westlake John Reckless 461841
Dinham 07817 059651 Pauline Short 472188

Chantry Mrs D Blacker 836668 See Whatley
Mrs H Tovey 836384

Great Elm Judy Duffus 813215 Edmund 812283
Thompson

Joy Book 300184

Mells with Vobster John Earl 812450

Jenny Waller 813852 Joy Book 300184

Whatley MrsKGay 836175 Mrs J Butcher 837259

Joy Book 300184

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am  Frome: Sundays at 9.30am and 5.30pm

County Councillor Philip Ham 01373 812152
District Councillors Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells
(Ammerdown Ward) Alison Barkshire, 07432 003382,
Cllr.Barkshire@mendip.gov.uk
Chantry and Whatley (Cranmore, Doulting and Nunney Ward)
Francis Hayden, 07970 839532, Cllr.Hayden@mendip.gov.uk
Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergency:101, local contact
information visit www.avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
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They felt dead, being separated from home and God! The vision answers
God’s question: ‘can these bones live?” We can also feel cut off from God,
facing the loss of job, business, home or health, with churches unable to
meet on Sundays. This vision assures us that God has power over death
and can breathe new life into what is hopeless.

When Ezekiel is told to ‘prophesy to the bones’ (4), God brings them back
to life: the bones come together and are covered with muscles and skin,
and then filled with God’s breath to
bring new life, by the life of His
Spirit. We now live in the Spirit
which was a gift to us at Pentecost
The Covid-19 virus robs people of
their life by suffocation, so that they
can’t breathe. Our hope beyond the
pandemic is that the gift of God'’s
Spirit will bring new life to our lives,

Sunlight Window

Cleaning UPGRADES / SYSTEMS & LAPTOPS
Cfmfgerc'a' d& d‘t’"f';s“c’ VIRUS REMOVAL / BROADBAND
nsides and outsides, WIRELESS / NETWORKING
conservatories & roofs,
gutters, soffits and solar t
panels cleaned. n aSETJ
07739 189180

COMPUTER REPAIRS

FAST, FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

COMPETITIVE RATES
D HURLE PLASTERING e
SERVICE :
Competitive rates call
Reliable and trustworthy 01373 30290
No job too small Wwik.atscom

computing.co.uk

Tel 07849 717702




churches and world. Life will certainly look very different in the future,
but we can be assured that God is with us and that we are safe in his
hands.

‘I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in
your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I
have done it, declares the Lord.” (14).

Mells Group Website www.mellsgroup.church

Our website now has several new additional tabs offering facilities such
as video, rector’s reflections, a facebook page at the bottom, daily prayer
feed, resources for prayer, news and articles. It is kept up to date every
few days.

Facebook
facebook.com/MellsGroup/?modal=admin_todo_tourWorship or, if you
already on facebook @ mells group of churches . It is also at the bottom

of our home page on the website. Please post news, views and things of
interest on it. We are also on Twitter @clivetherev. ’ "

The Gentleman Painter & Co

Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances.

I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
ainting and light building work behind me.
Painting — Carpentry — Tiling — Plastering — Fencing —
Guttering — Etc
Project Management and Coordination -
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY

CHURCHYARD

WELL, HERE WE ARE in June and once again Lin and Peter have done
a magnificent job in creating an edition of 5 Alive where there are none
of the normal events to announce or report. But what amazing feats of
enterprise people have achieved using modern technology creatively. As
a techno dinosaur I can only dimly imagine Zoom and its variants but it
seems incredibly effective in uniting people virtually.

However, I have found something which I find even more amazing. I
have just gathered a bucketful of Queen Anne’s Lace from the orchard
before the ground is strimmed of that and the waist high ground elder
which until now has rendered my dogs invisible when we walk there.

I am writing this sitting on a bench beside the bucketful of blossom and
for the first time I have really studied the flowers of the froth of white
which currently flows over hedgerows and unmowed ground. Each
single floret forming the flat umbels is like a tiny five-pointed snowflake,
each precise five points bearing larger flowers surrounding five or seven
smaller identical ones creating the delicate lace effect. And each umbel
consists of exactly 10 of these florets. Such mathematical precision
infinitely reproduced. And so each tiny seed in the many seed heads that
mature is programmed to produce the same mathematical pattern. And
we think computers are clever. Our Creator is always ahead of us by
countless millions of years.

Amazingly V.E. Day did not go uncelebrated. Everyone seemed to find a
way to mark the occasion in spite of the current restrictions. In Chantry
churchyard, our enterprising Jan and Andrew announced a sing-along

FEMALE DECORATOR

CAROLINE SLOAN FOI’E}EL-IHG-HDL 2

All Interior Painting «GARDENING SERVICE »
and Wallpapering ; St e e et
Tel: 07875 593759 -/, Weeding, pruning, planting,
Email: carlisloan@aol.com L fence painting, etc
www.fromedecorator.com L 01373 464416 (7890 850465




of wartime songs between 3.00 and 4.00pm so that anyone taking
their exercise hour could then join in, keeping social distancing. A
lovely idea and much appreciated.

The churchyard at this time has progressed from the yellow of
celandines and daffodils (and dandelions) to a carpet of blue. As well
as the obvious bluebells since some of the areas are now left
unmowed a wonderful variety of previously far less seen wild
flowers have appeared, most of which are blue. There is a lovely area
of parma violets as well as masses of the tiny wild ones among the
grass, also ground ivy, vipers bugloss, speedwell and forget-me-nots
all creating a drift of various shades of blue and purple. Later it will
merge into pink with campion, herb robert and vetch. Wonderful.
What a year for spring blossom it has been, too. An effusion of
ornamental cherries, a positive explosion of wisteria and in the
hedgerows blackthorn followed by hawthorn. The hawthorn or may
was even flowering at the end of April.

With the unusually warm weather this would certainly have
encouraged those who believed the rhyme referred to the May
blossom to “cast a clout”. In fact those who believe it to refer to the
month of May would find it most uncomfortable not to “cast a clout”
Sadly, the candles of blossom on the churchyard conker tree were
fewer and smaller as the poor tree suffers from the predation of the
nasty leaf eating moth larvae blighting so many of our horse chestnut

e =, l y
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PR, o B { T

B::u;g_hT i Lompiner

MELLS BARN A yon an Bragdband
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For bookings details contact

Helen on 01373 812498
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trees nationally. But it is such a perfectly positioned and huge
beautifully proportioned tree that it still presented a heart liftingly lovely
sight.

I hear from several people locally that they often see Red Kites flying
over their gardens but until recently I just listened with envy. Then, last
week, gazing up at the unbroken blue sky I saw the unmistakable
silhouette of the Red Kite with its huge forked tail sailing high over my
rooftop. I felt as if I had at last been admitted to a rather select club.

I am still blessed with the presence nightly of our resident hedgehog,
shuffling around at dusk until Frisky finds her/him and causes her/him
to roll up into a spiky ball. I don’t feed her/him as either the dogs would
find any leftovers or, worse, local rats would be encouraged. It is a well
known fact that in the country one is never more than six feet from a rat
and in spite of the vigilant dogs I know this to be true. Not that either of
my girls would kill a rat — more likely to run for cover if faced with one —
but I hope their smell and busy presence keeps any rats at least away
from the house.

Do you need a
Plumber'? call

Domestic Electrical Installer
Domestic » Commercial » Alarm Systems

PAUL ANTELL
Baauty Therapist Westfiald based offering Gal
Remaval Electrolysis ;Refexclagy, Waxing, Thai PLUMBING

Massage, Rieki Manicures,Massage etc

vy 07890 366832
Wedding Hair & Make up mobile service

AcipEs Radstack, Bath, Soenersat .r.'ur-:r.rgaua ) D.I 3?3 46?42?
surrpanding areas

[ Hue comfect af Yodr awn aanme ar vanue

01761 435764 ar 077516 45580 Professional, HE‘”abIE. Fl'iE'I'I'dl!f & Local
whura 101 Bhtinternatoom paulanteliplumbing & talktalk.net
www.beautyandbrides-valhurle.co.uk www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk




I am now finishing writing this as it grows dusk and I can hear Frisky’s
excited “I've found a hedgehog” bark (Ebbie shows no interest — probably
seen many in her lifetime) so I had better call her in and give the poor
thing peace to scrunch on my slugs.

See you again in July or whenever Peter and Lin manage to produce
another edition of 5Alive.

Keep safe, keep well, keep smiling Hazell

ROUND AND ABOUT

VIRTUAL CHURCH

While the churches remain closed, Father Clive is conducting a Zoom
service every Sunday at 10.00am.

The service is followed by a virtual coffee morning, where we have a
wonderful opportunity to keep in touch with each other.

On Tuesdays at 6.00pm there is a reflective service consisting of music,
poetry and time for silent reflection.

If you would like to join either service, email Father Clive at
clivefairclough@gmail.com for details of how to log on.

We look forward to seeing your picture on our screens.

Helping children
believe they can
do anything

D R B
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Care visits at home
We care passionately

For many people the
questions about care don't
arise until suddenly, there
is a need.

Home care with Bluebird
Care can be anything from a
30 minute care visit to 24
hours live In care, supporting
vou to remain as independent
as possible. living the lifestyle
you choose.

Call and talk to one of our friendly professionals today:

bluebird

care*

N,

Inspected and rated

Outstanding Yy

Q CareQuality
Commission

01373 46 38 38
mendipEbluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk
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MENDIP COUNTRY PRACTICE

We’re very much open for business as usual our doors are not shut!

We have quickly adapted our working practices and most consultations can
be dealt with either by telephone or video link. If the doctor or nurse feels
that a patient needs to attend the surgery, they will organise this and will see
the patient whilst wearing the required PPE. The patient will also be asked to
wear a face mask, which is provided when they attend the surgery.

On Monday mornings we are holding a ‘Restricted Surgery’, these are for
people who have been shielded. This means that the door is closed and we
only allow in those who have a pre-arranged appointment. The doors reopen
to all other general enquiries again at 2.00pm. All morning however the
Reception telephone line remains open as normal.

HAVE YOU ZOOMED?

Back in the mists of time at the beginning of March if someone had said
Zoom I would have in my head a picture of an ice lolly my children used to
eat back in the 1970s. But not any more! Since the lockdown more and more
of us have been trying to get to grips with Zoom software which enables
people to meet and take part in their usual pre-pandemic activities online.

PLANTS FOR/SALE OLD TOOLS
TgntiNC WANTED

'Wlldﬂowers, herbs and
‘other plants W|II he

Rusty or not, especially
avallable from The' Old

stables Somerleaze old hammers axes etc

thy b Good prices paid for the

“Phone or email for right items
details or.to book an

al{g?j}:’_&f_}\:s“t- 075101 30083 or email:
Tel: 013'-:73-:':46;503 richard.robbins@

margaretgilmour999 live.co.uk
@gmail.com




Three of these activities take place on Zoom in my house, a Pilates class, my
husband's camera club and Quaker meetings.

The first ten minutes of any session always seem to be dealing with the
technology; there will be conversations such as, “Mary, move your camera
we can only see your feet,” “We can’t hear you John, turn on the mike”, “Is
that a cat in front of the camera?” And “Can you put a light on, it looks as if
you are in a cave!”

Eventually things settle. Using a laptop, tablet or phone we can see others
taking part in the event. If there is a teacher or speaker the screen can be
arranged just to show them.

It felt pretty strange lying on the floor at home getting instructions from my
Pilates teacher via my iPad, watching her demonstrate and hear her
commenting to other members of the class in their homes. But after just a
few weeks it feels almost normal and it’s a very short commute!

I couldn’t work out how a Quaker meeting would work in this format, but it
has been fine. Sitting in silence on your own at home is all very well but to
be able to see others doing the same thing is encouraging and comforting As
long as Friends remember to turn on the mike when moved to speak, all is
well. We also have a time after to catch up with news and give out notices.

I can’t speak for the camera club but judging from the laughter and banter
that I overhear I would say it's working well. I realise that this way of doing
things is not for everyone, I have friends who really don’t want to go down
this path. But for me in these difficult times when it has been so easy to lose
touch, using Zoom has helped me to feel connected to the different
communities that I am a part of and also you get a glimpse inside everyone's
homes — so now need to go and tidy up before my session this evening!

P.S. Did you know Zoom lollies were invented to take advantage of the
children's TV programmes Thunderbirds and Fireball XL5! Lin

A COUPLE OF SHORT POEMS FROM ANON
May Lockdown walk

And the track was lined with kecksies,
billowing and frothing like soft lace,

Queen Anne’s Lace some might say.

Dotted between, the campion straight and pink,
and below, the stitchwort,
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white starry faces

lighting up the green shadow.

Arums pointing palely between the grasses
where ferns uncurl towards the light.

And over all, the oak spreads, flower and leaf,
glowing in the early sun.

Arctic May

Well, not quite

But cold, very cold

Aching ears and glove wearing cold.

Wind, hard gusts that blast through the new growth
And scour the face.

Shaken from the hedge, white petals scattered.
Cow parsley ducking and diving beside the path,
A skylark bursting from the green corn to the fence
And then away into the bright sky

Her tune lost in the squally air.

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES

Everyone is finding life hard in different ways at the moment. For me it
is having to get used to other people doing my shopping when I'm
perfectly capable of doing it myself and being told by my children that
I must stay at home for my own good!

But for others the concerns are
much more serious. Some small

= businesses are having to close
down and others are finding life
really challenging. But there are

B those are turning the challenge into
B an opportunity.

In Mells, for example, Little Jack
Horner's sausage roll business has
now turned into a pop-up shop,

12



not only selling sausage rolls but all sorts of basic supplies, local meat
and cheese, and large veg boxes as well as other assorted stuff. Yes, it is
more expensive than popping to the supermarket - but there's hardly
any travelling, no hassle parking, the environment is very safe and you
can order in advance of visiting or get a delivery. For those of us who
need to stay close to home or don’t want to take the risk of a large
shop, it's ideal.

Also Mells Walled Garden have just amended how things are
happening with them — here is their post from the Mells Matters
FaceBook page

NOT BUSINESS AS USUAL BUT WE WILL BE OPEN WEDNESDAY
— SUNDAY, 12.00AM — 4.00PM.

Adhering to strict hygiene and safety procedures, we are excited to be doing a
partial reopen for perennial plants, herbs, and takeaway drinks, cake and ice
cream to enjoy in the garden.

The maximum number of people permissible in the garden is 30 so we would
recommend that you book a slot. If we get busy, preference will be given those
that booked and we may have to turn you away.

As a small local business, we cannot wait to be able to serve our very
supportive local community once again. It’s all unfamiliar territory so we may
have to adapt and change as we see how things go with the reopen so please
bear with us.

We hope we can eventually resume a more normal service but our overriding
priority at this time is to ensure we protect the welfare of our staff and
customers.

For more information on some of the measures we are implementing please see
our website
thewalledgardenatmells.co.uk/bookings-checkout/book-to-visit/book.

Both these businesses are dealing with contactless payments so no risks
from cash changing hands either. Back in the 'olden days' a lot of trade
was carried on within the villages without the need to travel to town so
let’s take the opportunity to do that again while we can. Lin
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BUCKLAND DINHAM

THANK YOU NHS

My friends and neighbours have been
donating lots of chocolate bars and biscuits
and shower products which I have collected
and dropped off at Simon and Michelle’s
(both hospital staff ) house to be given out
to the doctors and nurses at the RUH.

The amount of support has been amazing,
so much chocolate!!, and I'd like to thank
you all for sharing.

Lots of messages via social media have come back to us from Simon and
Michelle so we know everything was very well received.

We will continue to clap all our key workers on Thursdays and hope they all
know how much we really appreciate them and their hard work and sacrifices
on our behalf.

THANK YOU! Debbie Cary

CHURCH NEWS

Here we are again, no news yet of the church opening for services but Clive is
still sending messages and a service on Zoom on Sundays. In May I have man-
aged to join in and I must say it is really uplifting to be able to see and hear
friends from St. Michael's and the other churches in the Group.
I 'hope that you enjoyed the VE celebrations; it brought back very vivid memo-
ries of my mother taking my sister and I from our home in South London to
join all the crowds in The Mall and seeing the Royal family on the balcony of
Buckingham Palace. Ialso found a photo of our street party and surprised my-
self by remembering many names of the children in the picture. We were all
very excited and happy and following the tea were entertained by a gentleman
playing the bagpipes and all the children following him up and down the road
like the Pied Piper of Hamelin!
Today that same feeling of "togetherness" is taking place across the country
and I am very grateful for all the help and support of friends in the village.
The sun continues to shine, the air quality has greatly improved, the birds are
singing, flowers are blooming, people are cooking who have not tried before
14



and we can look forward to all meeting again, even if it is only one by one
at present. Jill Wright

CHANTRY

“WE'RE SURVIVING IT WELL!”

We are holding out pretty well in Chantry thanks to our band of
volunteers, shopping is done any other help is willingly carried out and a
pop up shop calls every Thursday which is a great help for the odd thing
that we forget on the shopping list. Without Jan, Viv, Simon and the others
we older residents would have found life very difficult during this
lockdown but we are surviving it well.

We celebrated V.E. Day with a sing song (socially isolated) in the
churchyard. Andrew and Robin managed to carry the electric organ from
the church and with the aid of loud speakers and a mike we had a lovely
sing a long led by Jan with everybody joining in. There are not many of us
left who can actually remember the actual V.E.Day but it brought back
happy memories for those of us who can.

Please mention
5Alive when SL

you respond MARTIN HALE
to an CARPENTER AND JOINER
y
advertisement PROFESSIONAL

CARPENTRY SERVICES

GREAT ELM INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK

VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE RENOVATION AND

Wil Kichen) Floos space 37 3 16 MAINTENANCE
{exciuding 5 stage)
Charge €5 per hour 01225 762496 07768838757
e martin.hale27@gmail.com

N Diiffus 01373 B13215
GreatEImVHEhotmail.co.uk

15



T:01373 :1“”“'_. _ . o Coffee with an

i 078l

Architect?
Thinking about a project?

An Architect with over 20 years'

experience and a genuine love of

histaric buildings and coffes, |

i g ¥ | would be happy to meet and
Wedc hng SR O | discuss your plans and ideas. For a

E.‘-.tnt E' g ] ) 3 | free initial chat please contact:

Anna Hammond

BA DipArch MSc ARB

e: annahammond@ymail.com

m: 0772 941 1360
t: 01373 834439 @3

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
&Millennium

Gardens

A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped
kitchen. Large enclosed | =
gardens with fine views, e v B :
Two cosy upstairs meetings £8 00 per hour FREEW.F.

rooms each available at

£ an: o, Bookings David/Susie Hicks
fshicks@btinternet.com 01373 464156
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v justantigua.co.uk

jusi St Lucia

www LSt iobago.co.uk

]'us{ Barbados

v justiharbados.couk

Just Slovenia

winews justsloveniaco.ulk

Arranging guality tailor-made holidays for over 25 years

Hotels, villas and cottages on the
lovely island of GRENADA

Historic plantaticn inns and hotels on
2 islands - ST KITTS and NEVIS

Step back in time to an undiscovered
hidden Caribbean gem - tiny BEQUILA

Beaches and rainforest on Robinson
Crusoe’s magical island - TOBAGO

Lovely hotels on the best of the
island's 365 beaches - ANTIGUA

Small hotels in stunning locations on
the most beautiful island - 8T LUCIA

Hotels and hideaways on the well-
kmown and much-loved island of
BARBADOS

Farmhouses and hotels in the
enchanting land of lakes and
moldntaing - SLOVEMNIA

Full delails of all our programmes can be see via our main websile

www.justgrenada.co.uk

RING AND TALK TO AN EXPERT
CARIEBEAN 01373 814214 SLOVENIA 01373 814230




annewhittock ruaar

ACCOUNTARCYT & TAXATOR EERVICE
i

b Accounts, bookkeeping,

tax returns, VAT returns,

Pilates
Mells Tithe Barn a at

Sefwood 5t Mells, Somarset BATT 3PN

Wednesday: 11.30am-12.30pm All levels *  Free initial consultation
*  Evemng appoimntments
Private sessiong 1 to 1 also available *  Quotations
Contact Mo for defails on: 01761 437144
07815748518 {e) anne @ annewhittock.co.uk

niospilates@yahoo.conm (w) www.annewhittock.co.uk

tsﬁ Forrester Sylvester Mackett

SOLICITORS

We are now in Fromel

At F5M Solicitors we can help wou plan for later life
to make sure your loved ones know your wishes.

We offer expert advice on:

- Powers of Attorney  =Wills =« Probate

= Inheritance Tax planning = Court of Protection

www. Tsmsalicitors . co. uk enquiries@fsmsoliciors, co.uk
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Hadyn West
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£5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT
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Thanks to Andrew, Jan, Robin and Viv for all their hard work in
organising this enjoyable afternoon. It really lifted our spirits during
these dreary times.

As we were not able to celebrate Easter, Trinity or any other festival I am
hoping that by the time we want to celebrate the Harvest Festivals things
may have improved and life can go on normally.

In the meantime, please everyone STAY SAFE.

For more about what’s been happening in Chantry and Whatley, check
out the Whatley pages of this issue of 5Alive.

GREAT ELM

ELM WHATSAPP GROUP A GREAT SUCCESS

When lockdown was announced in March 2020, Jim Duffus (who is
webmaster of greatelm.org) contacted me about volunteering during the
pandemic. I had heard about Community Groups springing up all over
the country, and it seemed to me that a WhatsApp group would be a
useful tool for people in the village to stay in touch and support each

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS | |7 ai it

Best quality air dried Logs Professional accountancy {4
Various sized loads to suit. services for businesses in

Free delivery in local area Somerset und the West
Nets also available with free
delivery locally (for five or more

Sara Corbett
Gilstone Cottage, 3 Bethel Place,

nets) Buckland Dinham
All timber harvested and processed by Frome BA11 2QL
us from sustainably managed 07885 724076
woodlands (new phone number)
For orders or details contact us on saradigilstonecorbett.co.uk
Tel 01761439419
Mob 0700243572 Contact us now!

Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com
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other - WhatsApp being altogether faster, leaner and less cumbersome

than email, especially for large groups.

So with the help of Jim and a few others in the village, we started the
Great ElIm Mutual Aid group on March 19th with four people. As I write

in late May the group has 47 participants of all
i ages, all living in Great Elm.
¢ While there has been a fair number of people

i asking for help with the sort of important

things I expected (shopping, getting

§ prescriptions, Covid information etc), we have
B also had conversations about noisy

g motorcycles, punctured wheelbarrows,
tadpoles, sourdough bread, kefir, fertiliser,
horse manure, heating oil, gardening, pond
plants, flowers, goldfish, herons, otters, geese,
swallows, honey, broadband, Easter eggs,

courgette seedlings, masks, paint rollers,
ducks, mains water, bonfires and cattle and offers like the one pictured

left.
\
Kapow Pest Control The Weatherproof
mEiomers - Waips Window Company
e Rats, Mice )
s Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches * Renovation
» Traditional Mole Trapping o Rapincasait
* Draught-proofing
» Bee Swarms Removed £
D . dcC il = Small Repairs
o Uomestics an ERTRARS S * Replacement cords, pulleys,
« Contracts available handles, weights, glazing
A local pest controller with over
10 years experience. All types of sash & wooden windows
Call Chris Raithby Sultable for Listed Bulldings
01373 813 721 Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
07976735086 Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
email: chrisraith@hotmail.com Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED 938413 Llan Gallaghes)
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk )
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I think the Group has made a contribution to bringing people in the
village together, and I suspect it will continue to be useful long after the
pandemic is over.

If you are interested in joining the group, and live in Great Elm, send me
a WhatsApp message (or text) to 07977 121144, or email me

on muirmackean@gmail.com.

Muir MacKean

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

MELLS VILLAGE SHOP - LIFE IN LOCKDOWN

Lockdown started badly for Mells Village Shop as the majority of the
volunteers, without whom we would be unable to operate, are in their
70s and 80s and had to stand down immediately. A plea, however, on

M fEBOK CAAET

” T Tl mid == k=2,
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wriirir. Srborcadabra. co. b

ORCHARD UPHOLSTERY

Re-upholstery of Antigue & Modern Furniture
& Loose Covers

FILEE FSTIMATES
{INo job too smalll)

Collection & Delivery Service
Telephone: Lesley (DI373) 464870
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House Painter g
INTERIOR Oliver Woods
Orver 23 years experience

PAINTER & DECORATOR Client references ovailable

Maohile S [}?71 {1%{}{11 3]

3+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ojwoods @live.co.uk
Property and Building Maintenance
Kaaren Arenka M.A Stock

07081 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

' L r Painting Interior and Exterior
Hlﬁlbﬂfl Gof 1ab 495 Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone
work including Building and Repairing
v (|0 oty apan bl o Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard
Em'lll' La""r"ﬂ"“r”]]h“@lém“ll"'um Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing

Free quotations
£5million cover of Public Liability Insurance

Professional

+a Carpet, Hard Floor,

Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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MellsMatters FaceBook page produced a large and immediate response
from our younger residents who cheerfully took up the slack in the shop
at a time of highly increased demand from locals who quickly cottoned on
to the fact that village shops could supply necessities that supermarkets
ran out of!
Jo in the cafe had to close to eat-in customers but did a good trade selling
take-always until that too became unviable and the cafe morphed into a
useful storeroom for extra supplies. Gradually it became apparent that
more social distancing in the shop would be in order; Liz O’Sullivan
kindly donated Perspex panels from her old greenhouse which were made
up by Martin Moore into a serviceable screen for the counter. Eventually
the counter had to be moved forward in front of the door so that one
person could be
g allowed into the shop at
¥ atime.
¥ The post office has no
such problem as it is
sited in a glass
‘fortress’; it also
continues to deliver
' much needed weekly
~ postal services to the

- ._ —— villages of Coleford,
_ lhl Falkland, Nunney,
= v Wanstrow and Witham

Friary.
Meanwhile the problem of self-isolating residents of all ages from the five
villages has been enthusiastically taken up by younger volunteers
buddying up with a stay-at-home householder who rings them up
whenever they need supplies from the Shop. Deliveries arrive the same
day and are paid for via a temporary account with MVS.
Now we feel that volunteers behind the counter should be distanced from
post office staff passing behind them so the shop counter has been moved
yet again into the cafe (with intercom communication with the post cffice
counter). Martin Moore has cunningly created a counter and a screen with
yet more of Liz’s old greenhouse and customers seem to be getting the
hang of having to wait outside the Shop until the customer before leaves
24



the premises. During this crisis opening times can change, so please
phone before visiting at the beginning or end of day.

The MVS Committee thanks Mike, Jerry and Helen for rallying round
and working long and arduous hours under difficult conditions, all the
volunteers who have magically stepped up to the plate just when they
were really needed and our loyal customers who have been so
understanding about unfamiliar working methods and shortages and so
supportive In our attempts to keep our villages operational in this
national emergency.

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL

(mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)

Notes from meeting held remotely via Zoom on Tuesday May 12th 2020
Old Telephone Exchange: The building appears to be occupied
overnight. MDC are actively following up the situation. The situation has
been ongoing for approximately five years. Concerns were raised that
there is only a 10 year period between works being carried out and a
planning application not being submitted, before Change of Use can be
applied for.

Council Tax Support: Anyone currently claiming the support can now
claim an extra £150. Applicants going onto Universal Credit can also
make a claim for Council Tax Support.

Superfast broadband: Truespeed is keen to install in Mells and Vobster.
Take up has been low so far but the recent lockdown restrictions have led
to far more people working from home which may have highlighted the
need for a faster, more reliable system. The next step is for Truespeed to
canvass door to door but this cannot be carried out until social distancing
restrictions have been relaxed.

Defibrillator: The Parish Council has agreed to take on responsibility,
insurance and maintenance of the defibrillator which is currently stored
in The Talbot. The unit will be installed in a suitable secure cabinet on the
shop wall for 24 hour accessibility.

Condition of Vobster churchyard and Velux windows: Clerk has
written to the PCC regarding the building debris and will investigate
whether permission has been given for the Velux widows.
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PLANNING

2020/0415/TCA: Reduce limbs of eight lime trees — Manor House, Selwood
Street — No objections

2020/0441/OHL: To upgrade transformer and replace pole no. 16/1613.
Reconductor the existing open wire overhead line to aerial bunched
conductor (ABC) wiring — Upper Vobster Farm, Upper Vobster — No
objection

ACCOUNTS AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS

Balance - HSBC £23,096.15. Balance as at 20 March 2020 - Barclays
£5,315.33.

Receipts: Precept £11,500. Interest £1.86.

Year end accounts for 2019/2020: C/F balance of £16,911.48 is up £5,254 on
last years.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday June 9th 2020 at 7.15pm in Mells Barn unless restrictions remain
in place, alternatively the meeting will be held remotely via Zoom.

Joy Book, Clerk. 07704 584953, parishcouncils.frome@gmail.com

WHATLEY

WHATLEY, TOO, IS SURVIVING WELL!

like every other community, we have no actual events or news to report on
from Chantry or Whatley this month! But in a strange side-effect of the
current situation, many of us are seeing rather more of our neighbours
than we would in normal times, as we take our designated exercise
around the villages, and stop for a few minutes of carefully-distanced
conversation over the garden gates.

Or perhaps we're dropping off a few tomato seedlings in exchange for a
bag of flour or collecting old sheets for the local groups sewing scrubs for
the NHS or delivering leaflets on behalf of Health Connections in Frome.
Our local Helping Hands group is still going strong, with so many people
helping out neighbours with shopping and other errands, and weekly
emails to keep everyone up to date with the new rules for the tip, and
other vital information.

We did have a mini-celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day on May
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8th, when Jan and Andy Bramston performed a cracking medley of 1940s
hits from the safe space of Chantry churchyard, to the delight of nearby
residents and people passing by on their walks — some of us did stop to
listen....Thank you so much, Jan and Andy, that was a real joy, especially
for those village residents who actually remembered VE Day. Like Dolly
Blacker, whose abiding memory is losing her seventh birthday
blancmange and cakes to the victory party in Peasedown village hall - “I
was not pleased”, she says. But she did enjoy the massive party the
following day, with fireworks and a bonfire with an effigy of Hitler!
Chantry churchyard and Whatley playing field have also played host to
the pop-up shop from Cam Valley Foods which has been calling on us
every Thursday afternoon to
| help out those residents who
can’t get to the shops, or
& prefer not to at present.
We can recommend their
produce — milk, eggs,
sausages, bacon, cooked
meats, fresh fruit and
vegetables and other goodies.
Bl Their website is
8 camvalleyfoods.co.uk, and its

best to order in advance from
rachael@camvalleyfoods.co.
uk. If you'd like further details, please contact one of the Helping Hands
group — details below. The weekly shop visits are an event in themselves,
as we catch up with our neighbours in the almost-inevitable sunshine!

So life continues in the new normal and for many of us, parts of it are
even quite pleasant. But we are all conscious of the toll that’s being taken
around the country, and we do know that there are still cases of the virus
round this area. So we go on staying at home, staying safe and helping
each other out. One day, we’ll meet again, as Jan sang to us on VE Day.

HELPING HANDS CONTACTS:
Chantry: Jan Bramston — janicebramston@hotmail.com, 01373-836513,
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07938983409.

Vivienne Pay - viviennepay@gmail.com, 01373-836571, 07443-517488
Whatley: Jane Butcher - jane.thorne@zen.co.uk, 01373-837259, 07939-077088
Peter Lugg — peter@peterlugg.co.uk, 01373-836613, 07970-212987

---.AND FINALLY

hamarsel's Local Autharites

Coronavirus helpline

0300 790 6275

8 Peeruared core o et i e sy defiaeny of fosd sl prew ipees
# Support Far the hamslem

® Tra
# Wams collecian ard dhpzes

& Ervmtisns® apper! il peu re forlieg woried ar snooes
® Flaandal sepgort
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TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT PETER CORBETT

mellsmag@hotmail.com
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Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance
& garden services.

Based in Buckland Dinham

= GOODE
AND

HANDY

Your local handyman

Mobile: 07894 209201
Email: jon@goodeandhandy.co.uk
Web: www.goodeandhandy.co.uk

MELLS NURSERY

The very best place for a good start!

For children aged two to school age.

2015/2016 OFSTED INSPECTION RATED

“OUTSTANDING”

IN ALL ASPECTS OF PROVISION

Sessions available between
9:15 to 3:30

PLEASE CALL KATHERINE ON
01373 813978

www.mellsnursery.co.u

Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD

High Quality Plumbing & Heating

a F!L.:tl;anuhIL FIIJIE.E . .Fl‘nl:nl;esslnnul Service
Tel: 01373 474337

Mobile: 07850 852544
www.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk

Holwell Farm, Mells
* Containerised storage
Workspace

-
= Stay on the Farm
L ]

Kindling

Please call 01373 B13507




WE ARE UNDEFEATABLE SOMERSET

YOU FEEL MORE INCLINED TO | ‘,- CHRISTINE

TRY A LITTLE BIT HARDER.

I'M LDOKING FORWARD NOW IN
A MUCH MORE POSITIVE FRAME
DF MIND. **

Inspiring and encouraging those living with lang term health conditions in
Somerset, to be active and move more, In ways that work far them.

v sasp.co.ukflang-term-conditions

. " @ i
3’ % WL . Lh.-ing%tteq UNDEFEATABLE
WESL  EWALAND T T el
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LET OVENCLEAN TAKE CARE OF ONE OF

® Ovens # Filters ® Hobs
® Grills ® BBQs ® Ranges
® Extractors & Microwaves & AGAs

Call Mark Hodkinson or go online today for your FREE quote

0800 840 7127
ovenclean.com h‘q/f.HL o

E‘,i jl\'T _-I-_v Trustpillot
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

DELIVERIES OF
ORNAMENTAL
SHINGLES AND
GRAVELS

ALSO SAND AND
AGGREGATES

PLEASE RING
01373 471505

COOPER & TANNER

THE ART OF AGENCY

Sale Rooms

Our unigue weekly sale offars an
opportunity to buy or sell
furniture, tools, vintage ware,
antigues, toys, garden
ornaments, collector's items,
architectural salvage etc.

Mew clients are always welcome, house
clearances can ba arranged.

Tel: 01373 852419

the

roots

company

= Trees

» Woodlands
= Gardens
Care

OVErS BT AN - OFETINI0S

@raginthas oot g ik

b [

v Thme ceota By
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Fancy using the
Garden Services y 9

e e space to promote
S BRI B 465011 your business?
Jaos rpdmgITInalr. |
i e e el Cota i)
NPTC Contact
imaunce Peter Corbett
Mole Catcher 01373 466536
01373836350 [ mellsmag@
07512681111 o\ hotmail.com

No Mole W 1'-?' T e
NoFee Ml o' Easy peasy!

PRIVATE MATHS TUITION

C2 <2
taavy X
Fully qualified and esperienced teacher with excellent results — CRB cleared

Al stages up to and including A Lavel Competitive haurby rates

Call Anand on 07803 135623
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The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service  -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans

FHDME 1 Munney Road, BA11 4LA
01373 473426 @

WAHMIHSTER 3 George Street, BAT2 BOA
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminster Road, BA13 3P
01373 858142

www. funeralcare.co.uk

John Scott Builders Ltd. Somerset

Neil Scott

Office 2, Edford Rural Business Park,
Edford Hill, Holcombe, Radstock,
Somerset BA3 5HQ

T 01761 239101

FO1761 232973

E enguiries@johnscottbuilders.co.uk

www.johnscottbuilders.co.uk
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G LUCAS CHIMNEY SWEEP
6848680

Ty g ool vyt d 1
,sl edem sieegr udif luadidianal values

B DoMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CHIMEEY SWEEPING
B KEST AND BLOCKAGE REMOVAL

8 cCTV INSPECTION

B CHIMHEY SURVEYS AND SAFETY INSPECTION
B BIRD GUARDS AND COWLS FITTED

Tel. 07687770340
Email. glucaschimneysweapgmail.com

Web, www.glucaschimneysweap.com

GARY HOLT’S
Painting, Decorating
and Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes

01373 814642

www.radstockcarpetandbeds.co.uk

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &
ACCESSORIES

THE OLE CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW

01761 432208
EXPERT ADVICE B FITTING
FREE PARKING OM SITE
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CAR SERVICING

« CAR & COMMERCTIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
. MOT'S CARRIED QUT ON SITE
7. SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

]_U D-ft'! U‘ﬂ for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVOI

The Qld CQuarry. Creat Elm,
H Like 03 an Facebook Frome, BATT 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

alicn .

.“'B“’:
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i

Sharon’s Foot Clinie e

5.0 Dip FHEPT 540 Dip FHPF
Fully Insured sod Highly Trained

Fur The Prafessinnal 'Treatmcnd U2
Cornz = Callus » Crcked Hoels « Athicles ool
Lol Lofectives » Thickened Xails # Lo growing Muils
Diahetic Fool Care ¢ Verrucns o Nabl Coting,  Yail Reconstenctinn

Contact Sharon on (3T3 B3T3 ne 7725 202

Climix: Appedniocols ul 12 Sonoy TG Suoney BALL 48D

Lloon Wisils wlas Availnlble.
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What’s on (@ The Vobster

Bed and Breakfast
Open For Supper 6.30-8.30 Tuesday to Saturday
Function Room for Hire
Family Gatherings, Christenings, Bring your own Food
Option

Local Beers and Cider,
Garden, Four superb letting Rooms.

-~

; — N7 n
Glamping

Shaun and Pippin two New En-5uite Shepherd Huts have [oined Buttercup
and Daisy, our Mongolian Yurts. Why not have a peek on our website!

www.glampingenthehill.co.uk

Tel 01373 812920
rdavila@btinternet.com
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INSURANCE THAT'S
ON YOUR DOORSTEF
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Laser therapy

Lezer therepy is & non-
imvasive treatmant using
specilic waeelenglhs of light
(red and sea-infrared) to
creata therapautic effects
which can imznzva wound
healirg tirme, pain reduction,
increased rircalalion anrd
dearzazed swalling.

Laser Therapy Treatment sessans ae held at curwanninster and Trowbiidge surgeries,
ease coatacT your usual surgeny to make arangements,
Frome Melksham Trawbridge Warminster | Westhury

4B

RCES n 7
EEmEn v garstonvets.co.uk =




We can offer advice on:

Residential sales and lettings

Rural matters

Country property, farms and land
Commercial

Development

Auctions

Antiques, collectables and household effects
= Surveys and valuations

e Equestrian

OUR OFFICES
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