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Love is all you need

Love, love, love…

All you need is love, love, love is all you need.
These words, familiar to many of us, are of
course from the Lennon and McCartney classic, All
You Need Is Love, released in 1967, a song that
remains a favourite for many of us. The words
should ring true for all of us, because all we need
is love. With Valentine’s Day being recognised on
14 February, love is very much in our thinking.
In the New Testament, the word ‘love’ is
mentioned an average of 230 times, depending on
which translation you read, so the word must be
important.

A WINTRY SCENE: St Mary’s was briefly dusted with snow last
month

I am drawn to 1 Corinthians 13, when the
Apostle Paul talks about love in the context of community and that love is the premier virtue. It towers
above all others in importance, and it must be the ground, the foundation, the first principle, of
everything we do and are. It is down to us to do what we can, beginning to manifest this love in our
lives and within the community.
We can talk with real pride about the past twelve months and how we have embraced love in our
support of others during incredibly challenging times, but it is now and going forward in our lives that
love is even more important, a virtue that should continue to be at the heart of all we do within our
community.

Community Support

At this time of heightened anxiety over the local and
national COVID situation, St. Mary’s Church is here to
help in whatever way we can, offering pastoral, practical
or spiritual support to anyone who might be in need.
We can arrange for regular telephone calls to be made to
individuals, along with assistance with essential
shopping. It may be that you would like the church to be
praying for you or for friends and family: please let us
know.
Whatever support can be provided, the team at St.
Mary's will do our very best to help during these
challenging times.
Please contact Revd Gary Best
07493 072 695 or 020 8460 0262
vicar@stmaryshortlands.church
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk

Whoever we are, whatever our faith, let us
not be people obsessed with accumulating
possessions and money; let us not be people just
living for the good opinion of others; or a people
whose greatest desire is to impress others and to
be popular and well-liked. Because, in the end,
Paul would say to us, none of that’s going to last;
it’s all going to pass away.
What will last? Only three things, says Paul –
faith, hope, and love – and the greatest of these is
love.
So let us never let ourselves settle for less
than this. Let’s never forget that love is the most
important thing we can work on because, without
it, everything else is just noise and busy work.
Love, love, love…. love is all we need.

Love and Blessings, Revd Gary Best

Avoiding Scams

From the
Registers
At Rest
We extend our sympathy to
those who loved:
Tommy Wetton 4 Dec age 17
Roland Dannan 18 Dec age 77
Barbara Skinner 27 Dec age 95

Scams are a way of cheating people out of their money. A scammer may try to approach you on your
doorstep, by post, over the phone or online. They often pretend to be someone they are not, or make
misleading offers of services or investments. New friends may be asking for or accepting expensive
gifts from you.
New digital ways of communicating have led to an increasing number of scams and more and
more people are being tricked by them. You can protect yourself by knowing what to look out for
and what to do if you suspect a scam.
If you are worried that you or someone you know may be being scammed you should look out
for warning signs. For example, perhaps the person is getting unusually large amounts of post or
spending a lot of money. Give them some relevant advice from the guide on the Safeguarding noticeboard at the back of church, or see www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/money-legal/scamsfraud
If you need more information please speak to Kay Coleman on 07879 337567 or ring Age UK
Advice on 0800169 65 65.

Stay in touch!
To keep up with the latest
news from St Mary's
you can ‘like’ our page on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands
or follow us on Twitter - search for
'St Mary's Shortlands'
If you're not sure how to do it, contact the office
and they'll put you in touch with someone who
can give you an introduction to 'social media’
Do you have a laptop you no longer need?
The Rotary Club of Beckenham is seeking to provide local primary
schools with laptops for children who need them.
Donated laptops have their memories
wiped, defective parts replaced and
surfaces cleaned before Windows 10
Education is loaded and they are
delivered to schools.
Anything with Windows 8 operating
system would be welcome. Please
contact Peter Braithwaite on 07757
058929 for more information.

BROMLEY BOROUGH FOODBANK – helping
local people in crisis
Thank you to all donors for their amazing support, especially in this
current situation.
The following items are
particularly needed at present:
Long-life fruit juice (urgent);
UHT milk (urgent); Desserts;
Cold meat; Tinned vegetables
(particularly carrots); Shaving
gel/ razors.
Please provide long-life food – the Foodbank cannot accept fresh
or chilled goods.
For information, call 0800 9202324;
e-mail info@bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk.

My day job
I am the Managing Partner of a
London-based public affairs
consultancy focussing on
Africa. I am married with two
daughters aged 19 and 22.
My career started in
Law which was my passion but
with a young child and a husband whose job involved a lot
of travel, and no support system at the time, I was often paying more than the daily nursery
fees in late pick-up fines. When the opportunity arose to join the
consultancy and work from home, I jumped at it. As the girls have
grown up my role has evolved, and I am doing more travelling
and client development.
I run the practice day-to-day and am responsible for the
events we hold on behalf of our clients. This is my favourite part
of my job which has allowed me to travel widely and to meet
some fascinating people. My year is usually pre-planned and very
busy, ending with an annual legal forum for a global law firm in
November, leaving me December to prepare for Christmas and
Christingle at St Mary’s - my favourite time of the year.
My day job is hard work, but I love what I do, and I believe
I am good at it although it can be stressful at times.
However, I am at all times a parent and work stress has
been nothing compared to my duties as a mum. But for my faith,
that task would have been even more of a challenge. I pray a lot,
usually just thanking God for all the positive things in my life of
which there are many.
In 2019 when my younger daughter agreed to get
confirmed after several years of my explaining to her why it was
important, I felt God had heard my prayers. It was a profound
moment for her when she suddenly realised the significance of
confirmation. For me, as a parent, it was job done!
In 2020, when life as we knew it was turned upside down,
we had to adjust quickly and learn to work remotely using Zoom
to serve our global clients. Work became deskbound but
nevertheless continued and last year was as busy as ever.
Outside my work duties the pandemic has, I believe,
brought out the best in many of us especially the church groups I
am a part of: the volunteers, coffee rota and the music group. My
family and I feel truly blessed to be part of the St Mary’s
community.

Jay Sharma

Songs of Praise
live-streamed via Facebook on
Sunday 21st February, 6.30pm
Please send any hymn requests to
canonclaire.tillotson@gmail.com, along with a
reference to why the hymn means something to you

Thomas Charles Dewey
This is the latest in a series of
articles on blue plaques
commemorating notable people
in and around our parish.

Lent 2021
This Lent St Mary’s will be hosting an
online Lent course, held via Zoom.
The course is a great way to pause
and reflect on the meaning of Lent as we
look forward to the great festival of
Easter. It’s a friendly space to read the
Bible and discuss what it means in the
context of the world today.
The course will run on Tuesday evenings and again on
Wednesday mornings on the following dates: 23 & 24 February,
2 & 3, 9 & 10, 16 & 17 and 23 & 24 March.

Dewey, born in 1840,
pioneered public health and
education improvements.

You’re very welcome to join us: please e-mail
office@stmarshortlands.church to receive the confirmed
timings, resources and Zoom link.

He lived in Bromley from
the 1860s, at Tweed Cottage, High Street and for many years at
South Hill Wood, Westmoreland Road. He became a leading
member of Bromley society, served as a churchwarden of Bromley
Parish Church for 30 years and was a patron of many local charities
and sporting organisations.

If you require any further information, please contact
Revd Gary – vicar@stmaryshortlands.church.

MISSION OF THE MONTH

He endowed and was closely associated with St Mark's
Church, Westmoreland Road. The church was designed by the
architect Evelyn Hellicar, of whom Dewey was patron. In 1898
Hellicar extended Dewey’s house and in 1902 he designed the
music pavilion within the grounds, the design of which was
exhibited at the Royal Academy of Arts.

Demelza Hospice Care for Children

His time as Charter Mayor of Bromley in 1903-4 is marked
by the inclusion of his initials on a link of the Borough's Mayoral
chain. He was made Honorary Freeman of Bromley in July 1904
and was called upon to lay the foundation stone to Bromley's
Municipal Buildings (Town Hall) in 1907.

Demelza looks after children up to 19 years old with life
limiting illnesses and their families in two residential hospices,
Demelza House at Sittingbourne and Demelza Eltham, as well as
Demelza nurses going directly into the children’s homes and
offering hospice style care with Demelza Community Hospice
East Sussex.

In July 1907 Dewey celebrated his 50th year of service with
the Prudential Assurance Company, having entered as a junior clerk
at the age of 17 and eventually becoming President. He was made
a baronet in 1917.
During the First World War Dewey made South Hill Wood
available as a VAD hospital. In 1922 he was honoured by the King
of Belgium with the award of the diploma and insignia of Medaille
du Roi Albert for his services to wounded Belgian soldiers. He died
in 1926.
The Blue Plaque is on the wall of No 2 South Hill Road.

AMAZON SMILE
If you are shopping on Amazon you can now donate to
St. Mary’s, your local parish church, by using Amazon
Smile. Go to www.smile.amazon.co.uk and search for ‘The
Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St
Mary Shortlands’. The church will receive 0.5% on eligible
purchases at no extra cost to you. The direct link is
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1130802-0

DOG CARE
24/7
IN A SECURE FAMILY
HOME WITH GARDEN
Located near to Bromley
Shopping Centre
Tel: LILY 07404 763699

Offering
 Outstanding Care
 Choice
 Dignity
 Creating Independence
Providing
Fully trained and experienced
Care workers

Demelza provides specialist care and emotional support for
children with serious or terminal conditions and their loved ones,
so they can enjoy time together as family, for as long as they
have. There is no formula, everybody’s journey is unique.

Demelza offers support at diagnosis, symptom
management, respite care, therapies, sibling and family support
as well as end of life care and bereavement support.
It is working hard as an organisation to respond to the
current COVID-19 situation as and when it develops. During the
pandemic Demelza has continued to deliver family support
remotely via online media. End of life and urgent care has
continued as before on site. Any non-urgent face to face activity
such as emergency short breaks, care at home, Family Support
activities and Practical Volunteering Support are delivered
appropriately within the remit of care to vulnerable people.
The nature of social distancing has meant Demelza has
had to cancel or postpone most of its fundraising events and
Government guidelines mean its high street shops are now all
closed and unable to accept donations. This has had a
significant impact on income. There are however virtual events
and other fundraising initiatives.
For more information go to www.demelza.org.uk

Contact us on

02087773840
Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk
Or visit our office at
128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0LZ

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 0ET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454716
Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com
J.I.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P
24 years experience

The Parish Church
of St. Mary, Shortlands

Local, friendly and professional building
company for your larger projects.

Link Parish
St Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France
WORSHIP
Whilst in-person services are currently suspended,
you are very welcome to join online services:

AEROBICS - COME AND JOIN JACQUI

Sunday 10.30am – Holy Communion
Monday to Saturday 9am – Morning Prayer
You can access these services at::
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands
Further information about all services can be
obtained from the Parish Office.
PARISH DIRECTORY
Vicar
Revd Gary Best
8460 0262
(day off Monday)
Vicar@stmaryshortlands.church
Revd Beverley Ejimofo
Curate
(Tue, Wed, Sun)
0772 621 7571
Licensed Lay
Mrs S. Aldred
8460 3978
Ministers
Mrs C. Bingham
8460 0324
Mrs A-M. Jefferys
8460 6030
Dr. D. Jefferys
8460 6030
Readers
Mr. P. Stotesbury
8650 3259
Mr S. Buchanan
8777 8008
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison
8464 0284
Mrs. M. Westropp
8650 5178
Mrs. D. Speller
07941415082
Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake
8460 5682
Churchwardens
Mr A. Williams
07914343495
Mrs S. Leonard
07725313432
Deputies
Mrs. P. Chase
8464 6188
Mr. S. Clark
8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper
8460 0682
Prof. M. Fox
8650 3252
Dr. D. Jefferys
8460 6030
PCC Secretary
Mrs. S. Maurel
01689 331793
Treasurer
Mr. T. Dawson
8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg
8290 0613
Organist and Director of Music
Canon C. Tillotson
8460 7368
Assistant Organist Mr. D. Beach
8289 6510
Safeguarding OfficerMrs. K. Coleman
07879337567
Electoral Roll
Mrs. S Maurel
01689 331793
Junior Church
Mrs. J. Eade
3624 0559
Stewardship
PARISH OFFICE

Mr. T. Dawson

8460 5884
020 8460 5682
office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings can
be obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY’SORGANISATIONS
Toddlers
Mrs. J. Runicles
Craft and Chatter Mrs. J. Boam
Friends of St Mary’s Mr. T. Chase

8402 6599
8460 7101
8464 6188

For admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com
Scouts (Fri)
Cubs (Mon)
Cubs (Tue)
Beavers

Mr. R. Howe
Mrs. P Braithwaite
Mr. J. Griffiths
Ms. E Hay

8462 7132
8460 4152
07954437658
07932758801

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides
please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk
Guides (Tue)
Guide (Fri)
Brownies (Mon)
Brownies (Thu)
Rainbows
Pre-school

Ms. N. Critten
Mrs. G. Dawson
Miss. K Higgs
Mrs S. Tight
Ms. H. Last
Mrs. C. Hall

The 2WW’s
Church Flowers
Mission Chair
Douai link
Fair Trade

Mrs. A. Swatton
Mrs. C. Willatt
Mrs. S. Shelton
Mrs. G. Dawson
Mrs. C Willatt

Extensions, Conversions,
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available.
No job too large.
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769
M: 07949 593294

07767242920
8460 5884
8462 3285
8460 8122
8460 1705
8290 6704 or
07960988552
8650 1114
8313 0246
8402 3299
8460 5884
8313 0246

LOCAL CONTACTS
Cllr. M. Cooke

07912 649058
(E: Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr. A. Cuthbert (E: aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk)
Residents Association
8460 4060
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood
8721 2614
SPAN INFORMATION
Website
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial
Parish Office
Distribution Mr. M. Harrison
07821 691567

Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those supported by the publishers
ansd no responsibility can be accepted for
accuracy. The publishers cannot accept
responsibility for work carried out by our
advertisers.

ADVERTISING: £21.00 per column inch per issue.
For details call 020 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month.

Every Monday 8-9pm in St Mary’s Church Hall
T: 020 8650 2083 M: 07967 214279 W: bromleyaerobics.co.uk

PODIATRY AND
CHIROPODY SERVICES

J. & R. Killick Ltd.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879
The Killick family have provided the local community with
a personal and efficient service for over 135 years.
* Private Chapel of Rest * Classic or modern cortege
* 24 hour service
* Advice given on pre-arranged funeral plans
Please ask for an information folder and estimate.
Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502
Website www.jrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown)
112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 0ND

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands
7.30am - 6.30 pm daily
Children 3 months to 5 years
Tel: 020 8313 9191

Mrs Pam Naylor MSc. Podiatry M.Ch.HCPC
Tel:

020 8658 7718

Mob: 07814 746545
www.bromleypodiatry.co.uk

The Family Law Specialists

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult
Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in
Confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email
confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Now based in Shortlands Village above Home Zone
Www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

We provide Drawings & Design for:
Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations,
Planning Applications, Design and Build
Please call or email Nick for more information
07590 434487 - npmcadam@gmail.com

Langley school of Dancing
Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba
From age 2½ to adult - at St Mary’s Hall
Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class

QUALIFIED PLUMBER

ROOFING
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUIDING*LOFT EXTENSIONS*FENCING
GUTTERING*SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING*NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO &DRIVESPRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN

07801 755199

Creativity, Confidence
Communication
Developmental Drama classes
for 2 ½ - 18yrs

01689 812336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk
www.helenogrady.co.uk

P. J. EDWARDS
Tel: 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51
Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken
Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years
HOLT MAINTENANCE

Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning,
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning
Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel: 07956 172979

HANDYMAN SHORTLANDS
Competitive rates, professional,
reliable service.
Most trades covered.
Call John Prior 07967 963162 / 020 8699 8695
Or email JPPHILTD@gmail.com

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer
Established for over 30 years and able to
provide catering in your own home or a
venue of your choice. Waitress service
or contact free delivery available.
To see our suggested menus please go to
www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser
Over 25 years experience 07958 210577

Advertise here?
£21.00 per column inch per issue.
For details
Email: office@stmaryshortlands.church

