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Moving forwards 
-  and  business  as  usual

Special Events and Services
Sunday 1 July

6.30pm   Songs of Praise

An informal service led by the Music Group

Sunday 22 July

6.30pm Choral Evensong
Responses: Sanders
Canticles: Sumsion in A
Anthem: Evening Hymn - Balfour Gardner

Stay in touch!
The Parish Office email is office@stmaryshortlands.church

To keep up with news from St. Mary's in between editions of 
SPAN, you can like our page on Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter – search for ‘St Mary's 
Shortlands'. 

Don’t forget our website 
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk    

The beginning of July sees the Parish of St Mary's, Shortlands going into a vacancy. This is always a challenging time 

for the local church members and wider community as they begin to think about who their next Vicar might be and 

what will he or she be like.  More pressing might be: “who will take the christening or conduct the funeral” in the 

meantime?  Please remember that somebody will look after these matters and you might want to contact the 

church office in the first instance. 

As you would expect, there is a process to be managed. The Church Council will draw up a profile on the church 

and wider community and also a person specification, making sure they get a priest who will appreciate the issues 

facing the parish of Shortlands and the aspirations of those who regularly attend the church.  There needs to be a 

balance – the Vicar is NOT the personal chaplain to those who turn up Sunday by Sunday but one who is committed 

to working with and across the community.  Working with the local schools would be one such expression of that 

ideal.

The Church is not a business but it needs to be business-like in managing this process.  Those clergy interested 

will fill in an application form and we will hold interviews.  We need to pray for a spirit of discernment – so that a 

suitable person can be called to serve in the parish.  It will take months and not weeks but at some point the Bishop 

of Rochester will come to St Mary's and 'do the deed'.

Despite the vacancy and the inevitable change this will bring, the fact that the tradition of the church - the 

regular rhythm of worship - continues and this enables St Mary's to put out the sign 'Business as Usual'.  The key 

message that must underpin all the activity, the comings and goings, the regularity and the changes, is that the love 

of God expressed in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ will continued to be proclaimed. 

I have every confidence that the future for St Mary's will bring many blessings to all who belong to it now and will 

do so in the future.

Yours in Christ,

Paul Wright

Archdeacon of Bromley & Bexley

Elliot Maurel was recently named as Chorister of the Year, 
pictured here with Julie Fox and Canon Claire Tillotson.



Pilgrim travellers

In May a group of 20 members of St Mary's congregation and friends 

went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, led by Rev Morag Finch.  The trip 

included visits to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth and sites around the 

Sea of Galilee as well as attractions such as Masada and the Dead Sea.

The group enjoyed learning about the places in which Jesus had 

lived, and retracing his steps, as well as discovering more about life in 

Israel/ Palestine today.   We were fortunate to visit the Bethlehem 

Rehabilitation Centre which is nationally recognised for the comprehen-

sive medical and rehabilitation services it gives to beneficiaries from all 

over Palestine, regardless of religion, gender, age or social class.  

The group was privileged to enjoy communion services at the Fields 

of the Shepherds in Bethlehem and by the Sea of Galilee, as well as 

attending a service at St George's Anglican Cathedral.  

St Catherine's Church, Bethlehem (pictured right) is adjacent to the 

Basilica of the Nativity: having queued to get into the (very cramped) 

Grotto of the Nativity where Jesus is said to have been born we were 

glad to escape to the calm of St Catherine's next door.

Every member of the group will have their own special memories, 

from walking along the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, to ascending Herod's 

desert fortress of Masada, to floating in the Dead Sea.  We learnt about 

how life was lived in first-century Bethlehem – and about the restrictions 

and challenges faced by Palestinian communities in the West Bank today.  

We also learnt more about the ways that Christians from around the 

world worship God at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, 

which is home to six different denominations.

We returned home with minds buzzing with new experiences, 

friendships forged and strengthened and insights deepened.

Heather Wills 

 – – 

PICTURED: St Mary's Pilgrimage 

group, with their local guide, at 

the chapel of the Fields of the 

Shepherds in Bethlehem.

We send Rev Morag and 

Rev Richard Finch every 

good wish as they prepare 

to move to Suffolk, where 

Richard will be installed as 

Priest in Charge of St 

Margaret of  Antioch, 

Leiston with 

Sizewell in 

Suffolk on 

Sunday 8th 

July. 

SAVE THE DATE

The Friends of St. Mary's host 
a return performance of the

University of Greenwich Big Band

St Mary's Church 

3pm, Sunday 7th October

Featuring music from the early big band era and the 
Great American Song Book

Tickets on sale in August and September

CONGRATULATIONS to Ann-

Marie and David Jefferys who 

were recently presented with 

the Bishop's Certificate by 

Bishop James Langstaff, after 

they completed two years' 

study of the Foundation in 

Christian Ministry.



Mobile Foot 
Clinic
Friendly, 

reliable service
call

Julie King 
MCFHP, MAFHP

07557 416406 or 020 8249 8319

Mission of the month  

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent Br2 0ET

Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198

Mob: 07721 454 716

Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com

J.I.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P                      30 years experience

DOG CARE
24/7

IN A SECURE FAMILY HOME 
WITH GARDEN

Located near to Bromley 

Shopping Centre

Tel: LILY 07380 527736

LOUISE  JARVIS
COUNSELLING

0794 106 3306

louisejarvis@therapist.net

www.louisejarvis.life

Mission to Seafarers

Piracy, shipwreck, abandonment and separation from loved ones are 

just a few of the problems merchant seafarers face.  Around the world, 

the Mission to Seafarers (MTS) provides help and support to the 1.5 

million men and women who face danger every day to keep our global 

economy afloat.  Chaplains, staff and volunteers offer practical, 

emotional and spiritual support to seafarers through ship visits, drop-

in centres and a wide range of welfare and emergency support 

services.

So, how do we at St Mary's help this worthy charity?

Every two years in July we promote MTS as our Mission of the 

Month when we highlight the plight of those loyal mariners who work 

tirelessly - often in dreadful conditions - to bring us 95% of the goods 

you see around you in your home. The generosity of our parishioners 

greatly assists MTS in its far reaching charitable work. 

Our fabulous knitters in the Craft & Chatter Group provide warm 

woolly hats, that are then sent to MTS centres around the country.  

Seafarers can take what they need to help see them through the long, 

cold days and nights spent on the open seas.  Our uniformed groups 

annually make hundreds of Christmas cards, filled with warm 

greetings for seafarers away from their loved ones at such a special 

time of the year.

There will be an informative display mounted at the back of the 

church with additional facts readily accessible on their website: 

.

So do join us on 'Sea Sunday', 8th July, at our 10.30 family service 

to celebrate – and donate to - this worthy cause! Thank you!

www.missiontoseafarers.org

Learning about other faiths

Tisha B'Av 21 July - Judaism

Tisha B'Av is an annual fast day in Judaism, on which a number of 

disasters in Jewish history occurred, primarily the destruction of both 

the First Temple by the Babylonians and the Second Temple by the 

Romans in Jerusalem.

Tisha B'Av is regarded as the saddest day in the Jewish calendar 

and it is thus believed to be a day which is destined for tragedy.  It falls 

in July or August in the Western calendar.

The observance of the day includes five prohibitions, most 

notable of which is a 25-hour fast. The Book of Lamentations (one of 

the Old Testament books in the Bible), which mourns the destruction 

of Jerusalem, is read in the synagogue.  This is followed by the 

recitation of kinnot, liturgical dirges that lament the loss of the 

Temples and Jerusalem.  As the day has become associated with 

remembrance of other major calamities which have befallen the 

Jewish people, some kinnot also recall events such as the murder of 

the Ten Martyrs by the Romans, massacres in numerous medieval 

Jewish communities during the Crusades, and the Holocaust.

Jewish people around the world, including in the United 

Kingdom, are expected to adhere to a number of prohibitions on 

Tisha B'Av. These may include:

· Fasting

· No washing, bathing, shaving, or wearing cosmetics

· No laughing, smiling, or idle conversation

· No wearing of leather shoes

· No sitting on comfortable chairs

· Avoiding certain types of work

· Abstaining from sexual activities

This year it will be observed from sunset on Saturday 21 to nightfall 

on Sunday 22 July.

PARISH PICNIC

PICTURED ABOVE: John Edmondson 

(Scouts), Nicola Blake (Girlguiding 

District Commissioner and St Mary’s 

Parish Administrator), Robert Howe 

(Scouts) and Julia Hart (Scouts), all 

based at St Mary's,  enjoyed the fun.

PICTURED RIGHT: Young and not-so-

young in the sun.

http://www.missiontoseafarers.org


ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS 
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles     8650 4553
Mothers' Union Fellowship Group

Mrs. P. White         8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's

Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947

 
Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe          8462 7132
Cubs (Mon)              Mrs. P. Braithwaite8460 4152
Cubs (Tues) Mr. J. Griffiths  07954 437658

Guides (Tues.)        Ms. M. Bowman 07885604457 
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson    8460 5884 
Brownies (Mon.) Miss. K. Higgs       8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran

            8249 0984
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. S. Tight   8460 8122
Rainbows 
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

 or 07960 988552 
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr   8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299 
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 8313 0246
Mobility Class Mrs. Jan Boam 8460 7101

 

Beavers Ms E. Hay         07932758801

Ms. H. Last 8460 1705 

PARISH OFFICE Tel: 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.  
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings 
can be obtained during these hours. 

ROOFING
 ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
 GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning,  
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning.

Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel.  07956 172979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of 
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL CONTACTS 
Cllr. M. Cooke 020 3665 0357

(Email:Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr A. Cuthbert

(Email:aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk)
Residents' Association 8460 4060
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood  8721 2614

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Vicar                    

. Aldred 8460 3978

Mrs C. Bingham 8460 0324

Readers Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259

Mr. S. Buchanan 8777 8008

Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284

Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator  Ms. N. Blake      8460 5682

Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682

Churchwardens Mr. A. Williams

Mrs S. Leonard 07725313432

Deputies

978

Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp  8650 5178

                                    8460 5682            

office@stmaryshortlands.church

Licenced Lay Ministers

Mrs S

Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682

Prof. M. Fox 8650 3365

Dr. D. Jefferys  8460 6030

PCC Secretary Mrs S. Maurel 01689 331793

Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884

Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613

Organist and Director of Music

Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368

Assistant Organist      Mr Daniel Beach 8289 6510

Safeguarding Officer Mrs Kay Coleman 07879337567

Electoral Roll Mrs S. Maurel 01689 331793

Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3

07914343495

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS   Est 1879 

* FAMILY RUN * 24 hours a day

* Personal service * Modern or 

* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given                   Classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder 

please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK   

020 8777 4502        

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser 
over 25 years experience   07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5  years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling  … 
Decking … Carpentry … 

and more.

DON’T 
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
 or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries, 

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell 
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

    Langley School of Dancing

  Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

   from age 2½ to adult   -   at St. Mary’s Hall

    Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

 

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs01689 812 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

Creativity, Confidence

Communication

SPAN INFORMATION
Website           www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial           Parish Office                8460 5682 
Distribution     Mr. M. Harrison           8464 0284
Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the 
publishers, and no responsibility can be 
accepted for accuracy. The publishers 
cannot accept responsibility for work 
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £19.50 per column inch per issue. 
For details  call 8460 5682 during office hours. 
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church 
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0HG  

Extensions, Conversions, 

Refurbishment and Electrical.

Excellent references available

No job too large

E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects.

WORSHIP 
Every Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion 

10.30 Family Communion, except when 

notified. During term time there are 

separate groups in the Church Hall 

for children aged 0-18.

18.30 Choral Evensong

(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday

17.30 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday

10.00 Holy Communion
Further information about all services 
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

In their capacity as Funeral 

Directors the Killick family have 

provided the local community with 

personal and efficient service for over 

135 years

Private Chapel of Rest

24 hour service

Classic or modern cortege

Advice given on pre-arranged funeral 

plans

Please ask for an information folder 

and estimate.

Telephone Peter or Michael Killick 

on 020 8777-4502

Website   www.jrkillick.co.uk (full 

fee list shown)

112 High Street, West Wickham, 

Kent, BR4 0ND

Established for over 25 years and 
able to provide catering and 

waitress service in your own home 
or a venue of your choice.

To see our suggested menus please go to 
www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

For admissions to Beavers,Cubs & Scouts please 
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

·All aspects of general dental care in a friendly, 
relaxed environment

·New NHS and private patients welcome

020 8466 7393
www.ferndale-dental.co.uk

250 Bromley Road, Shortlands, BR2 0BW

The Family Law Specialists

 HANDYMAN SHORTLANDS
Competitive rates, professional , reliable 

service.
Most trades covered.

Call John Prior 07967963162 / 02086998695
or email JOHNPRIOR2000@live.com

07973 295134 

    SHORTLANDS                 DENTAL CARE
98 Martins Road, Shortlands, BR2 0EF

NHS*Private*Quality Care* 
Denplan Available  

 Tel 020 8464 7520
 www.Shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

* *

AEROBICS - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9pm in St. Mary’s Church Hall

T: 8650 2083 M: 07967 214279 E: www.bromleyaerobics.co.uk

PODIATRY AND 

CHIROPODY SERVICES

Mrs Pam Naylor MSc. Podiatry M.Ch.S. HCPC

Tel:    0208 658 7718

Mob:  07814 746545

www.bromleypodiatry.co.uk

Derek Cooper
Mark Fox
David Jefferys
Pat Chase
Stan Clark

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult 
time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in 
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email 

confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk  

   Now based in Shortlands Village above Home Zone
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

We provide Drawings & Design for:
 Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations, 

Planning Applications, Design and Build

Please call or email Nick for more information
07590 434487  -  npmcadam@gmail.com
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