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After the Olympic adrenalin

THE COLLECTIVE sense of achieve-
ment after the winning of an Olympic
medal is a strange phenomenon.
Despite the obviously individual
nature of the triumphs, often in
disciplines or crafts hardly ever seen
by the general public, let alone
participated in by them, there was
none-the-less a resurgence of
national pride as each of “our” medals
was won. Such pride nowadays
attaches to little other than sporting
events, and that only rarely. The
emotion was partly disinterested, as
spectators cheered young athletes
who strove to do the best they could.
But the same strength of feeling was
not directed towards weightlifters
from Belarus, for example. This
suggests that another motivation
was a desire to feel part of the
national team, albeit at a considerable

distance from Beijing.

This has a beneficial side to it. The
justification for so much investment
in élite sport is the ability of athletes
to inspire others to become involved.

This includes not just potential
Olympic hopefuls, still in their
childhood or early teens, but adults,
too, for whom a body that works
marginally better than before is
reward enough. The eagerness of
commercial firms to buy the
endorsement of medal-holders is
testament to the draw of successful
sportsmen and women. The athletes
spoke repeatedly about being inspired
by predecessors. They will, in turn,
inspire others. In this way sporting
prowess is built, almost generation by
generation.

And there is one sense in which
each victory is a communal act, and

Serving for

that is in the matter of funding. The
extraordinary successes of the
cycling team, for example, would not
have been possible without the
Manchester velodrome to practise in
and the £22 million Lottery grant
with which to hone the bikes and the
riders. The athletes provide the
innate talent and commitment; the
public provides the conditions in
which that talent can be shaped into
something unbeatable. The result is
that the athletes, certainly, have
expressed a strong sense of
competing for their country, not for
themselves.

There must always be an
ambivalence about competitiveness.
The Olympic Games are sold as a
great unifying event; but when
hockey players are upended, and
footballers are hacked down, the

winner-takes-all environment needs
occasionally to be questioned. It is
hard to see Olympic boxing, for
example, as an encouragement to
universal peace and harmony. Christ
was born into a people with more
national pride than any. His decision
to spend time with losers, therefore,
and his habit of telling tales about
virtuous foreigners, were even more
radical than they appear today. There
is no adrenalin-rush associated with
following Christ’s example and
helping the poor, but the influence
for good that grows from such acts is
more powerful — and often more
demanding — than anything seen in
Beijing during the past summer.

From an article in the Church Times
22/8/08

the match!

A tennis evening, organised by club
members Peter Stotesbury and Julie
Fox, was recently held at Park
Langley Tennis Club.

Twelve players enjoyed an
evening of three games each and
discovered how much tennis talent
there is in the church community.

Although rain brought a
premature end to proceedings, it was
only a few paces from the three
splendid grass courts to the bar
where a congenial evening was spent
discussing the details of the games!

In the photo (far left) is Graham
Smedley with his 30 year old racket!!

Harvest Lunch

The Harvest Lunch will take place in the Church Hall after the 10.30am
Family & Parade Service on Sunday, 5 October.

Tickets (adults-£10, children-£5, family of 4-£28) are available from the
Parish Office or at the back of the Church after Sunday Services.

St. Mary’s, Shortlands Advent Dinner and Dance

Friday, 28 November, 7.30pm for 7.45pm
in the Garden Suite of the Bromley Court Hotel

Black Tie or Lounge Suit

Tickets £30, inclusive of three course dinner with coffee and all age
Dance/Disco, available from the Parish Office (8460 5682)
or from Churchwardens.

Ever slept in a hishop’s bedchamber?

GOOD NIGHT AND GOD BLESS - The
modern traveller's bible. Travellers
and pilgrims seeking a unique
experience can now uncover the
ancient secrets of convents and
monasteries around Europe. We
reveal these atmospheric and
affordable places that accommodate
tourists or those pursuing a
pilgrimage or spiritual retreat.
Volume | — Austria, Italy, Czech
Republic. Volume 2 - England,
Ireland, France.

Suitable for the traveller, the pious

and the curious alike, this user-
friendly travel guide provides
accommodation, local tourist
information, places of pilgrimage,
travel tid-bits and anecdotes against
a fascinating backdrop of history and
religion. The book is available from
all good bookstores or can be ordered
in if not yet in stock. (Available on-
line from Waterstone’s).

More details are available and can be
found on the website
www.goodnightandgodbless.com




From the
Registers

Holy Baptism
We welcome into God’s family:
3 Aug Tyanna Stone

Holy Matrimony

We congratulate:

6 Sept Matthew Barnett and
Victoria Lewis

At Rest

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:
21 Jul James Roberts, aged 60

Remembering

James Roberts

James was born in Wales, the only
child of Marcel and Marie. They
moved to Beckenham when he was I 1
and he attended what was then called
Beckenham and Penge Grammar
School. He was a member of
Beckenham Swimming Club and Old
Beckehamian Rugby Club which he
continued to support as a parent in a
refereeing capacity.

His entire career was in banking.
He joined the National Provincial
when he left school and his last post
was as Manager of National
Westminster Bank in Sidcup.

He had been a Scout leader at the
7th Bromley Scouts in Shortlands and
was currently the Quartermaster. His
passion was model aircraft and he
was a member of the Bickley Model
Aircraft Flying Club. He had been
School Governor at both Highfield
Infants’ and Junior Schools and
Chairman of Governors of the latter.

A large congregation attended his
Service of Thanksgiving at Beckenham
Crematorium and to support his wife,
Sheila, his sons, Paul, Mark and Adam
and his parents. The Service was
conducted by Canon Paul Miller.

SPAN THANKS

We record our thanks for donations
during recent months of £42.50

Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

Family Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.

"A garden oasis in suburbia™
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828

Alison Newman to move

| responsibility for St.
| Church.

The Reverend Alison Newman has

‘ | been appointed to be the next
| Associate Rector of Farnborough. The

Parish of Farnborough has two
churches and Alison will have
Nicholas

Writing to Canon Paul Miller

8 with the news of her appointment,
. Alison says:| have enjoyed my time at

St. Mary's and | am very grateful for all
the help and support you have given
me over the last few years. However |
feel it is time to experience running
my own church'.

1 am sure we will want to
congratulate Alison on her

appointment. She has made a
significant contribution whilst she
has been at Shortlands and we shall
miss her and her family ' commented
Canon Paul Miller.

Her last Sunday at Shortlands
will be on 16 November and Alison
will preside and preach at the
8.00amand 10.30am services.

If you would like to be associated
with a presentation to Alison at the
10.30am service please send any
contributions to the presentation to
the Parish Office. Cheques should be
made payable to St. Mary's
Shortlands PCC.

"Dear Vicar...

- | liked your sermon on Sunday.
Especially when it was finished.
Ralph, Age I |

- How does God know the good
people from the bad people? Do you
tell Him or does He read about it in
the newspapers? Sincerely, Marie.
Age9.

- | would like to go to heaven
someday because | know my brother
won't be there. Stephen. Age 8.

- Are there any devils on earth? |
think there may be one in my class.
Carla. Age 10.

Friends of St. Mary’s
Wine Tasting
on
Friday, 10 October
f at 8.00pm °

in the Church Hall.
\/ /

Tlckttﬁ{il? Aaf:h aval% ¢ from

the Friends Committee or
from the Parish Office.
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PILGRIMAGE RETREAT
TO IONA

Bishop David Hope, former
Archbishop of York, is leading a
Pilgrimage Retreat to lona:

27 April - IMay 2009
This is a unique opportunity to
spend a few days relaxing on the
beautiful Island of lona with a series
of services and retreat addresses
offered by Bishop David. There are
limited places on this pilgrimage.
The cost will be £465 including
accommodation, half board, train,
ferries, coach and boat.

For a full colour brochure: call
01482 662721 or visit
www.uktlg.com

SPAN DISTRIBUTORS WANTED

for
Beckenham Grove

(36 to deliver with some stairs)
Colebrooke Rise, Mays Hill Road

(30 to deliver with some stairs)

Park Hill Road
(17 with exterior and interior stairs)
If you are able to help, please
contact Alan Jones (8460 5437)

Special Services for
the weeks to come

Sunday, 5 October - Harvest Festival
10.30am - Family and Parade Service
followed by the Harvest Lunch in the Church Hall

Sunday, 12 October - Pet Service
4.00pm - Bring your pets (or toy pets!) along!

Sunday, 19 October
6.30pm - Choral Evensong
Responses: William Smith. Canticles: Wood in D.
Anthem: Locus Iste -Bruckner

Sunday, 2 November
4.00pm - Service to Remember Departed Loved Ones
A book will be placed in the church porch for you to enter the names of those you
would like to be especially remembered at this service. Candles will be lit during
the service in memory of our departed loved ones.

Sunday, 9 November - Remembrance Sunday
10.15am - Family Communion and Parade Service

to include the traditional Act of Remembrance, the Two Minutes’ Silence
and the Laying of Wreaths at the War Memorial.

6.30pm - Choral Evensong

Missions|
for 2009

Monday, 13 October
8.00pm

in the Choir Vestry

to discuss and agree the
charities to be supported as
Missions for the Month in
2009.

THIS WILL BE AN OPEN
MEETING

Anyone who would like to put
forward a particular mission
should submit their suggestion,
with supporting information and
details of the person who will be
the liaison for this mission, to the
Parish Office by Wed., 8 October.

Please note that missions will
not automatically be supported in
2009 because they have been in
previous years, so it is important to
act now or attend this meeting if
you would like to have some say in
the choice of missions for 2009.
We hope to see you there.

Susie Shelton, Mission Chairman

PAUL ARTHURS - ROOFING SPECIALIST

New roofs.flatroofs.chimney
stanks,rElpairs,all leadwork,
veluxwindows,
UPVCquttering/fascias.

Allwork insured - fast response
Phone:8248 5903
Mobile:073763583105

LOCAL PLUMBER
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

fully insured - free estimates & advice
bathroom/shower installations, central
heating pumps/radiators etc.

Big enough to cope, small enough to care.

Phone Michael on 0800 183 DOB3
OSTEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered
Andreas Jochim

D.O. Msc

50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands
Tel: 020 8650 0509




Pathfinder Venture

Alison and Mark Newman ran a Pathfinder Venture for fifty I 1-14 year olds in

Blandford, Dorset in July. One of the leaders, Debbie Speller is pictured (below)

with Matthew Clayton from Beckenham as they prepared their team for 'lt's a

Knockout'. A lot of water was involved in the game but fortunately it was one

of the warmest weeks of the summer!
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Summert

ime fun

Gud C

All set for canoeing on the “Bomb Hole” - 41 girls and 8 adult leaders
from both St Mary’s Guide units enjoyed a wide range of activities at this
year’s Summer Camp. Here is what one of the Guides said about it ...

‘For summer camp 2008 we went to Gilwell Park, the home of Scouting.
The theme this year was The Jungle Book - each patrol was an animal and

Holiday lub

This year 90 children joined in our Holiday Club Champions’ Challenge at
St. Mary's. We had a great week with the Shortlands Olympics, lots of craft,
cooking, drama, games, Punch and Judy, a magician, St John Ambulance, and a
visit from various insects and reptiles including a 10 ft python!!

A huge thank you to all who came to help.

.

each leader was a character e.g. Rusty was Baloo and Juliette was Mowgli. |
was in the Monkeys patrol.
We did lots of fun activities including Fan Descent, Zip Wire, Medium
Ropes, Canoeing, Crate Stacking and the 3G Swing which was terrifying!!!
Thanks to all the Guide leaders who took us to Gilwell, | had a great time
even though | felt ill after having too many sweets!!!’

On a recent visit to Bethlehem, Claire Tillotson and Canon Paul Miller took
time out to visit Richard Makepeace, the British Consular General in Jerusalem
just two days after he had entertained Gordon Brown, the Prime Minister! Also
pictured is Layla Kaiskow, the fundraising officer at the SOS Children’s Village,
Bethlehem. Mr Makepeace has been very supportive of the work in Bethlehem
which was the focus of the Bishop of Rochester’s Christmas Appeal in 2007.
The Appeal has now closed having raised over £16,000 towards the funding of
the training of a musician to become the first music therapist in Palestine.

Dean {o attend Dinner /Dance

We are delighted to announce that Adrian Newman, Dean of Rochester and
his wife Gill have agreed to be our Guests of Honour at the Advent Dinner /
Dance on Friday, 28 November at the Bromley Court Hotel.

The P.C.C. decided that the proceeds of the Raffle will go to the Rochester
604 Appeal.

Concert by Opera Nova at St. Mary’s, Shortlands
in aid of Demelza

Saturday, | November at 7.30pm

With excerpts from pairs of operas and musicals based on the same story.
Tickets £8.00 available from Janet Whitlock (8650 8749)




The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

WORSHIP
Every Sunday
08.00 Holy Communion
10.30  Family Communion, except the first
Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 2%-14.
All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
(Ist Sunday in the month, term time).
18.30 Evening Service
Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion

10.30

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.
PARISH DIRECTORY

STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Associate Vicar Rev. A. Newman 8658 7784
Honorary Curate Rev. J. Peters 8650 5986
Honorary Assistant ~ Archdeacon P. 8467 8743
Priest Wright
Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Reader & Evangelist Mr. M. Newman 8658 7784
Pastoral Assistants ~ Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. . Jackson 83251972
Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs M. Westropp 8650 5178
Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Assistants Mrs. J. fiddeman 8460 5682
Rev. . Peters 8460 5682
Churchwardens Miss A. Parks 8464 1157
Mr. . Swatton 84604765
Deputies Mrs. P.Chase 84646188
Mr.S. Clark 84640696
Mr. D. Cooper 84600682
Mr. C. Stokes 84600661
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027
PCC Secretary Miss.]. Rambridge 86500947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer ~ Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025

Director of Music

Assistant Organist ~ Mrs. C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp ~ 8650 5178

PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT IONS
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mothers' Union Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss. ]. Rambridge 8650 0947

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS
LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST. 1879
* Personal Service
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available * Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available Funeral Fleet

For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick
020 8777 4502 www. jrkillick.co.uk
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 OND

;bawoodd

The Family Law Solicitors
For advice on all aspects of family and relationship
breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
TR Tel: 8249 6047

X
: D
E;(r" Family 50 Burnhill Road
«;,/';; Law
0

#h resolution

first for family law

Beckenham, BR3 3LA
THF, SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE
98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 OEF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01689 898895 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken

HOMEOPATH
Fully qualified and registered
CLAIRE CHAUBERT LCCH RSHom
www.clairechauberthomeopathy.co.uk
Safe, effective treatment for a wide range of ailments at all
stages of life. Clients treated at a welcoming home practice
in Shortlands. For a no-obligation chat phone 8466 1115,
or appointments can be booked on 0784 951 1771

CV Preparation, Interview Technique, Careers Advice
¢ Are you about to enter the world of work?
¢ Have you been made redundant?
¢ Are you unsure which direction to go in?
Enhance your job success / career and fulfil your potential
Janine Rankin - Qualified HR Consultant
Tel: 020 8402 2406 e-mail: janine.rankin@jmaconsultants.co.uk

CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI
Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll & Taxation Services
Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (Fri.) Mr. T. Watson 8650 0184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. L. Swatton 8650 0397
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. D. Hope 8466 5545
Beavers &

admissions Mr. J. Westropp 86505178
Guides (Tues.) Miss G. Dawson 8249 1799
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. A. Bailey 83133745
Brownies (Thurs.)  Mrs. ). Adam 8289 5252
Admissions Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Rainbows Mrs. L Cregory 8325 5848
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704
or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537

OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mission Chairman ~ Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mr. R. Hogg 8464 3129
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)
Cllr. E. Noad 8462 3295
Clir. G. Taylor 8289 7893
LOCAL NUMBERS

Highfield Infants” School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 07920 233848

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance - interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 23 years.
For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

SPAN

Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682
Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. |. Kelsey 8466 1093
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no responsibility
can be accepted fo accuracy. Neither can the publishers
accept responsibility for work carried out by
advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £15 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN, Church
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Professional Hair Stylist

All family members catered for,
within the comfort of your own home.
Call Vicky on 07958 210577
25 years' experience

Sunnyfields Day Nursery  F©
N

: 19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands Tl
* 7.30am - 6.30pm daily (EX
. children3monthsto5 years =
* Tel: 83139191 alln

PICTURE FRAMING
Qils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries
Jo Powell
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands
020 8464 3149

ﬁf'z" Langley School of Dancing

Istd Ballet, Tap. Modern and Street Jazz
Pre Primary Ballet and Tap classes from age 22
Annual examinations and performances

Tel: 020 3663-1963 for a free trial class

SHORTLANDS
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

We're here to look after
your local interests.

Membership details from - 8460 7371

»R 7 ART ON A PLATE
Pottery Painting Studio
Children's Parties
@L (é” Baby Footprints
APy Personalised Gifts

1 Walters Yard, BROMLEY, BR1 1QA

020 8464 6175 www.artonaplate.co.uk

Chiropodist - Reflexologist
Sally Thorogood

MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS
100 Kenwood Drive

Beckenham BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

Contact David Maguire on Tel: 020 8460 6088
Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106
Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

DON'T
D.LY. .. Decking ... Carpentry

let us ... ... and more.
Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049

... Decorating ... Tiling

PLEASURE GARDEN LANDSCAPES
N. HOLT
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
PATIO CLEANING
No job too big or small
BROMLEY - Tel. 020 8402 0093

MOBILE - 07956 172 979

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN 020 8402 0156




