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Guides set for foreign adventure
Two members of 2nd Shortlands Guides,
Young Leader Eleanor Thompson and Guide
Harriet Adam have been selected to represent
Girlguiding UK on trips abroad this summer.
Commenting on their selection, Eleanor
said: 'I have been selected to represent
Girlguiding for London and South East Region
in South Africa. This summer I will be
spending three weeks in Johannesburg and
Durban. In the first week there we will meet
South African Guides and do mainly sightseeing. In the last two weeks I will be working
in a Christian orphanage, God's Golden Acre,
for children who have lost their parents to the
Aids/HIV pandemic. For this trip I have to
raise £2,000. I am extremely excited and
really looking forward to my trip.'
Harriet who is due to go to Austria
commented: 'I have been selected to
represent Girlguiding GLK (Greater London
Kent) in Austria. I will be spending nearly two
weeks at a jamboree on a campsite in Berg. I
will be participating in many water activities,
including well-digging. I will also be meeting
many new people from other countries, and
learning about Austrian customs. For this I
have to raise £500, and I am really looking
forward to this wonderful opportunity.'
A cake sale was held following the
Mothering Sunday service at St. Mary's
Church, at which the magnificent sum of
£605 was raised towards their trips.

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood Team

Welcome to the Shortlands
Safer Neighbourhood Team.
There have been some changes to the
Team recently and we are delighted to
introduce the new Team to the
Shortlands Community.
We are delighted at the way we
are being ‘looked after’ and it’s good
that we can be partners together for
the wellbeing of our Community.
Some of the Team recently joined
the congregation at St. Mary’s at the
end of the service to ‘meet and
mingle’.
Left to right (back row) PCSO Debra
Peirce, Special Constable Emma
Sayers, Special Constable Helen
Mckeer, PC Micheal Burgess,
PCSO
Christian Bundock, and (front row)
PC Katy Porter, Sgt David Harvey.

From the
Registers
At Rest
We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:
27 Feb Stella Phelps, aged 84
27 Feb Monty Watson, aged 87

Remembering

Stella Phelps
Stella was born in South London and
grew up in Herne Hill. She joined the
Army at the age of 15. After the war
she worked as a seamstress. She
married Bob and they emigrated to
what was then Rhodesia, before
returning to England and to
Brabourne Rise and then Kingswood
Avenue. In 1992 she moved to Merlin
Court.
Stella was a regular
worshipper at St. Mary's, Shortlands.
She was a founder member of the
2WW's group, and a regular
participant in the Parish Weekend.
She was on the Church cleaning rota.
A Service of Thanksgiving,
conducted by Canon Paul Miller, took
place at St. Mary's, Shortlands prior to
committal at Beckenham
Crematorium. A congregation of
residents of Merlin Court and
members of St. Mary's joined with
Roy, her son, and other members of
the family.

SPAN THANKS
We record our thanks for
donations during the month of
February of £9.00

Monty Watson
Monty died on 9 February, aged 87.
He was born in Huntingdon and
signed up, aged 17, to join the
R.A.F. He took part in more than 50
sorties over Germany during the
war and was once shot down,
breaking his back. He received the
Distinguished Flying Medal for his
gallantry. After the war he made
over 90 sorties during the Berlin
airlift.
He later began a new
career in Fleet Street, eventually
becoming the Circulation Manager
for the Daily Mail. In 1944 he
married Pat and enjoyed 21 happy
years with her until she died. He
married Doris in 1969 and they
were happily married for 25 years
until she died. Audrey has been his
partner for the past 14 years.
It was said that Monty
had a super sense of fun and lived
life to the full. He also had many
interests and enjoyed sports having
been a keen foorballer in his earlier
years. More recently his great
interest has been bowls at the
Bromley Town Bowls Club. He was
also a member of Probus.
A great many friends and
colleagues joined his step
daughters Janet and Barbara,
Audrey, his brother Vic and the five
grandchildren at a Service of
Thanksgiving for a life well lived, at
Beckenham Crematorium on 27
February.

St Mary's Shortlands
Holiday Club 2008
Champions’ Challenge
will run from
Monday 18 August to
Friday 22 August
10.00am - 3.00pm

LOCAL
PLUMBER

for all primary school children

fully insured - free estimates & advice
bathroom/shower installations,
central heating pumps/radiators etc.

Booking starts 1 March,
closing date 13 July 2008

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Big enough to cope, small enough to care.
Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063
Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

Family Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.
“A garden oasis in suburbia“
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs,
Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries
Jo Powell, 3 Highfield Drive,
Shortlands

020 8464 3149

PAUL ARTHURS
- ROOFING SPECIALIST

New roofs, flat roofs, chimney
stacks, repairs, all lead work,
velux windows,
UPVC guttering/fascias.
All work insured - fast response
Phone:8249 5903

People need financial help to cope
with the extra costs cancer can
bring, so we give benefits advice, and
grants for anything from heating bills
to travel costs. Together we listen,
we learn, we act to help people live
with cancer.
We are a force for change
We are a force for change, listening
to people affected by cancer and
working together to improve cancer
care. People who live with cancer are
experts by experience. Together we
use this knowledge to make a
positive difference to the lives of
people affected by cancer. This could
be anything from getting a coffee
machine installed in a waiting room,
to bringing about changes in the law.
We fight discrimination - from
challenging unfair travel costs and
insurance policies to improving the
national benefits system. Together
we challenge the status quo, we
push for change, we lead the way.
We are Macmillan
We believe we can all help. We can
raise money - through marathons,
coffee mornings, street collections,
sponsored events. We can give time
- at cancer care centres, events,
fundraising groups. We can share
experiences - online, in the media,
with each other. We are Macmillan.

Macmillan Cancer support improves
the lives of people affected by cancer.
One in three of us will get cancer. 1.2
million of us are living with it. We are
all affected by cancer. We can all help.
We are Macmillan.
As treatments improve, more and
more people are living with cancer in
their daily lives. This means they
need more than medical help, they
also need practical, emotional and
financial support.
We are a source of support
We are a source of support, helping
with all things that people affected by
cancer want and need. It's not only
patients who live with cancer, so we
also help carers, families and
communities. We guide people
through the system, supporting them
every step of the way. We fund nurses
and other specialist health care
professionals and build cancer care
centres. But we give so much more
than medical help.
People need practical support at
home, so we provide anything from
some precious time off for a carer, to a
lift to hospital. People need
emotional support, so we listen,
advise and share information through Please support Macmillan, the
our CancerLine, website, support Mission of the Month for April at
groups and trained professionals. St. Mary’s.

Wanted
We need volunteers to help with the
distribution of SPAN for the following
roads:
Beckenham Grove
Odd 1-9, total 36, some stairs.

Mays Hill Road
Colebrooke Rise (3 blocks of flats),
total 30, stairs.
Park Hill Road
Escote Court, total 17, exterior and
interior stairs.
Tootswood Road (odd side only)
& Romanhurst Avenue
Total 33, no stairs
Valley Road
Even 6-46b, total 31, some stairs.
If you could help, please ring
Alan Jones on 8460 5437

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator
Property Maintenance - interior &
exterior; painting & decorating; plumbing
& tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.
Established in Bromley for 23years.

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or
Mobile 07719 620696

FRIENDS OF ST
MARY'S,
SHORTLANDS
The Friends invite you to
a
SUMMER SOLSTICE
SOIREE
in the Church Grounds
on
Saturday, 21 June,
from 6.30 to 9 pm
4 Play Sax will play at
intervals during the
evening
Bring your own picnic,
wine and soft drinks will
be available
Dress: smart casual
Tickets: £2 available
from the Church Office
- numbers limited
In Church Hall if wet

Parish Weekend
a real success

Special Church Services
for April and May
Sunday 20 April
6.30pm - Café Worship in the Hall
Come and taste a new form of worship, titled ‘Bodybuilding’
Sunday 27 April
6.30pm - Choral Evensong
Responses: Reading, Canticles: Brewer in D,
Anthem: Blessed be the God and Father (Wesley)
Thursday 1 May
Ascension Day
8.00pm - Holy Communion with hymns
followed by drinks at the Vicarage and
the lighting of the Ascension Day Rocket
Sunday 11 May
Pentecost - The Birthday of the Church
10.30am - All Age Family Eucharist
with the release of Pentecost Balloons

Although only 26 people could make the Parish Weekend this year, it was a
resounding success.
Hosted by the Beach Hotel, a weekend of laughter, good food and
fellowship was enjoyed by all. The weekend included a trip to Arundel where
Canon Paul Miller took a break by the river with Peggy Smith (left) and Frances
Beckman (right), and a Quiz which taught participants that Sarah was the
most mentioned woman’s name in the Bible!
Glorious weather and a super seaside location helped to make the
weekend one of the best yet!
Highfield Infants’ School needs to appoint a Partnership Governor. If you
would like the opportunity to become involved in the further development of
this highly successful local school – recently judged by Ofsted as
“outstanding” – then please speak to the Chair of Governors, Carol Collins
(07845 705855) or the Vice Chair, Tony Chase (020 8464 6188) who will be
happy to explain what is involved.

Sunday 18 May
6.30pm - Three Choirs Festival Choral Evensong
The Choirs of St. Mary, Shortlands, St. Peter & St. Paul, Bromley and
St. Mark, Bromley join together for the Annual Three Choirs Festival.
Preacher: The Very Rev’d. John Simpson, O.B.E., M.A., D.D
Dean Emeritus of Canterbury

Residents’ Association AGM

The AGM of the Shortlands Residents' Association takes place on
Wednesday, 23 April at 8.00 pm in St. Mary's Church Hall. The guest speaker
will be Chief Superintendent Charles Griggs, Bromley Borough Commander of
the Metropolitan Police who will talk about crime and security issues in the
Borough. The AGM is your opportunity to hear about the Association's
activities and progress, and to elect the committee for the coming year. We
would also like to hear local residents' ideas and suggestions for how we can
celebrate our 75th anniversary in 2009. And we are also seeking volunteers
to complete our essential network of liaison officers to make sure that each
street and road in the patch is properly covered.

Archbishops’ response to Government consultation on blasphemy

As the Government publishes its
amendment to the Criminal Justice
Bill to abolish the blasphemy laws,
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr
Rowan Williams, and the Archbishop
of York, Dr John Sentamu, have made
public their response to the
Government's consultation. In their
response the Archbishops make clear
their affirmation of the central place
of Christianity in British public life
and call on the government to explain
precisely what the removal of the
blasphemy laws does and does not
mean for those living out their
religious faith in society.
The Archbishops, following
consultation with a number of other
Christian leaders in England and
Wales, restate the Church of
England’s longstanding position on
the blasphemy laws in their joint
letter to the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government:
“Having signalled for more than 20
years that the blasphemy laws could,
in the right context, be abolished, the
Church is not going to oppose
abolition now, provided we can be

assured that provisions are in place to
afford the necessary protection to
individuals and to society”. They also
register ‘reservations’ about the
method and timing of such a change
and call on the Government to be
clear as to precisely why the offences
are being abolished.
The Archbishops point to four
issues that highlight the need for
caution before abolishing blasphemy
laws. Firstly, it is still too early to be
sure how the new offence of
incitement to religious hatred will
operate in practice. Secondly, the
increased significance of issues
touching on religious identity has
underlined the importance of not
lightly changing laws that carry a
significant symbolic charge.
Thirdly, as recently as 5th
December the High Court underlined
the very high threshold that has to be
passed for a prosecution to be
brought. Fourthly, a number of those
calling for the repeal of the offences
misunderstand both what the
existing law is intended to achieve, as
clarified in the High Court decision as

the preservation of society from civil
strife, and the extent to which, in
doing so, it protects particular
religious beliefs.
In the letter, the Archbishops
emphasise that: “Against that
background we in the Church of
England have serious reservations
about the wisdom of legislating at
this moment, and especially as part of
a Bill introduced to deal with quite
different matters, themselves of
significant importance. In the light of
the recent High Court decision,
which should make it a good deal
harder for prosecutions to be brought
in all but the most compelling
circumstances, it is not clear that
there is a pressing need for repeal
until there has been more time to
assess the impact of the offence of
incitement to religious hatred.”
They call on the Government to
be clear as to precisely why the
offences are being abolished and
what the implications are for the
position of the Christian religion - in
relation to both the State and society
more generally. “At a time of

continuing debate about the nature
of our society and its values, this
change needs to be seen for what it
is, namely the removal of what has
long been recognised as unsatisfactory and not very workable offences
in circumstances in which scurrilous
attacks on the Christian religion no
longer threaten the fabric of society.
It should not be capable of
interpretation as a secularising
move, or as a general licence to
attack or insult religious beliefs and
believers.
“The place of Christianity in the
constitutional framework of our
country, governed as it is by the
Queen, in Parliament, under God, is
not in question in the current
debate. The relationship between
Church and State, reaffirmed by the
Government last July in The
Governance of Britain, will continue
to provide a context in which people
of all faiths and none can live
together in mutual respect in this
part of the Realm,” the Archbishops
say.

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS
LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07957 357014
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

Link Parish
St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France
WORSHIP

Every Sunday
08.00

Holy Communion

10.30

Family Communion, except the first
Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 4-14.

10.30

All Age Eucharist or Parade Service

18.30

Evening Service

(1st Sunday in the month, term time).

Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.
PARISH DIRECTORY
STAFF

Vicar

Canon P. Miller

8460 4989

Associate Vicar

Rev. A. Newman

8658 7784

Readers

Mrs. A. Gimson

8460 6494

Mr. P. Stotesbury

8650 3259

Mrs. J. Peters

8650 5986

Reader & Evangelist

Mr. M. Newman

8658 7784

Pastoral Assistants

Mrs. S. Harrison

8464 0284

Mrs. J. Jackson

8325 1972

Mrs. L. Miller

8460 4989

Mrs M. Westropp

8650 5178

Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers

8460 5682

Admin. Support

Mrs. J. Peters

8460 5682

Churchwardens

Deputies

Mrs. P. Chase

8464 6188

Miss A. Parks

8464 1157

Mr. S. Clark

8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper

8460 0682

Mr. C. Stokes

8460 0661

Mr. B. Waring

07957 186027

PCC Secretary

Miss. J. Rambridge

8650 0947

Treasurer

Mr. T. Dawson

8460 5884

Assistant Treasurer

Mr. D. Weekes

Organist &

Mr. F. Roddy

8650 2950
01689 877025

Director of Music
Assistant Organist

Mrs. C. Tillotson

8460 7368

Electoral Roll

Mr. N. Stoffel

8460 0063

Stewardship

Mr. J. Westropp

8650 5178

PARISH OFFICE

Tel/Fax 8460 5682

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on
all aspects of
family and relationship
breakdown,
please contact Mrs K Dawood
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Tel: 8249 6047
50 Burnhill Rd.,
Beckenham
BR3 3LA

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS
01689 898895 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken
HOMEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered
CLAIRE CHAUBERT LCCH RSHom
www.clairechauberthomeopathy.co.uk
Safe, effective treatment for a wide range of ailments at all
stages of life. Clients treated at a welcoming home practice
in Shortlands. For a no-obligation chat phone 8466 1115,
or appointments can be booked on 0784 951 1771

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
EST. 1879

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

* Personal Service
* 24 Hours a day
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available
* Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available
Funeral Fleet
For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick

020 8777 4502

www.jrkillick.co.uk
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI

Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Taxation Services

Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE
98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

MOBILE HAIRSTYLIST
& INDIAN HEAD
MASSAGE
in the comfort of your own home,
or mine if you prefer!

Phone Kathy on 8650 2001 or 0771 427 7160

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays.

Information

regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.
ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT1ONS

Mothers & Toddlers

Mrs. M. Parr

8460 3871

Mothers' Union

Mrs. P. White

8460 9357

Friends of St. Mary's Miss. J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Scouts GSL

Mr. C. Wood

8658 1825

Scouts (Fri.)

Mr. T. Watson

8650 0184

Cubs (Mon.)

Mrs. L. Swatton

8650 0397

Cubs (Tues.)

Mr. D. Hope

8466 5545

Beavers &
Mr. J. Westropp

8650 5178

Guides (Tues.)

admissions

Miss G. Dawson

8249 1799

Guides (Fri.)

Mrs. G. Dawson

8460 5884

Brownies (Mon.)

Ms. N. Blake

8460 7951

Brownies (Wed.)

Mrs. A. Bailey

8313 3745

Brownies (Thurs.)

Mrs. J. Adam

Admissions

Mrs. S. Neary

01689 856952

8289 5252

Rainbows

Mrs. J. Dalton

8650 0787

Pre-School

Mrs. P. Chase

8290 6704
or 07960 988552

The TWO "W's"

Mrs. A. Heayberd

8460 9537

Church Flowers

Mrs. M. Parr

8460 3871

Mission Chairman

Mrs. S. Shelton

8402 3299

Douai Link

Mr. R. Hogg

8464 3129

Fair Trade

Mrs. C. Willatt

8313 0246

OTHER NUMBERS

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)

Cllr. E. Noad

8462 3295

Cllr. G. Taylor

8289 7893

LOCAL NUMBERS

Highfield Infants School

8464 7804

Highfield Junior School

8460 2597

Residents' Association

8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood

07920 233848

C V Preparation, Interview Technique,
Careers Advice
u Are you about to enter the world of work?
u Have you been made redundant?
u Are you unsure which direction to go in?

Enhance your job success / career and fulfil your potential
Janine Rankin - Qualified HR Consultant
Tel: 020 8402 2406 e-mail: janine.rankin@jmaconsultants.co.uk

OSTEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered
Mr. Andreas Jochim D.O., Msc
50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands

Tel: 020 8650 0509
www.jollybacks.co.uk
Easy Parking!

Professional Hair Stylist

All family members catered for,
within the comfort of your own home.
Call Vicky on 07958 210577
25 years’ experience

SPAN

Website
Editorial
Distribution

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Parish Office

8460 5682

Mr. A. Jones

8460 5437

Mrs. J. Kelsey

8466 1093

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no
responsibility can be accepted for accuracy. Neither
can the publishers accept responsibility for work
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £10 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,

Church

House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

PLEASURE GARDEN LANDSCAPES
N. HOLT
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
PATIO CLEANING
No job too big or small
BROMLEY - Tel. 020 8402 0093
MOBILE - 07956 172 979

Painting & Decorating

by time-served tradesman - City & Guilds/College Instructor
34 years experience - portfolio & references
Phone 020 8290 6662
or Mobile 07873 397158

Chiropodist
Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood

MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS
100 Kenwood Drive
Beckenham BR3 6RA
020 8650 2738

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning
Contact David Maguire on Tel: 020 8460 6088
Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106
Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry
… and more.

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN

020 8402 0156

