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Anglican tradition still has its place

by Canon Paul Miller

This was the title of an excellent
article in the Sunday Telegraph on 30
December 2007. It was written by
Canon David Meara the Rector of St.
Bride's, Fleet Street in London.

Having preached at a Carol
Service for lawyers at St. Clement
Dane's Church in the Strand, London
and having witnessed packed
churches here in Shortlands over the
Christmas period, what Canon Meara
sets out is a very helpful assessment
of what 1, too, feel the Church of
England has to offer at this particular
time in our nation's history. The
article follows:

“During December at St Bride's in
Fleet Street we have held about 25
carol services, and on each occasion
the church has been full.

On Christmas Eve and Christmas
morning we again had capacity

congregations and | have no doubt
that Anglican churches across the
land can tell a similar story.

Not that there is a massive
religious revival under way; it's just
that reports of the imminent demise
of the Church of England have been
greatly exaggerated.

People come to church because
they want a story to connect with, a
guiding narrative that helps them
make sense of human existence, and
because they have found that
unthinking multiculturalism and
rampant secularism don't satisfy and
don't work.

But if these spiritual needs are to
be properly nurtured, then
Anglicanism needs to rediscover its
quiet, understated confidence in the
balance between Scripture, reason
and tradition, and to assert this in the
face of an increasingly intolerant

fundamentalism. One feature that
drew me into the Church of England
was its generous tolerance of diverse
opinions held together by the beauty
of Cranmer's liturgy.

"Thou hast set my feet, O Lord, in
a large room," says the psalmist, and |
give thanks for the large room that is
the Church of England, in which
those who seek meaning and purpose
can be welcomed, whatever stage of
belief or unbelief they have reached.

My own church has endeavoured
to embody this. As the journalists'
church, our doors are open to all of
the Fourth Estate, and we have
hosted debates on such subjects as
Islamophobia, capital punishment,
the City, religion and the media. We
attempt to look outwards, raising
issues for debate rather than
peddling dogmatic certainties.

We rejoice in the Anglican via

media, a church which is both
catholic and reformed, with a robust
outlook that puts dialogue before
dogma and practical involvement in
the community before theological
posturing.”

A Service of Confirmation conducted by the Bishop of Tonbridge was held at the beginning of January at St. Mary’s Shortlands.
Pictured here with the Bishop are (from left to right) Sophia Pearson, Anna Fiddeman, Canon Paul Miller, Jennifer Sewell, Rachel
Tillotson, Grace Newman, Reverend Alison Newman, Maria Adam, Naasson Swan, Ciborney Swan and Betty Rider.



Oberammergau 2010

by Canon Paul Miller

Towards the end of the Thirty Years’
War in Central Europe there was an
outbreak of the plague in Bavaria. The
elders of the village of
Oberammergau, in an effort to protect
their village, decided to seal it off from
outside contact. But an itinerant
worker returned, bringing the plague
with him, and it swept through the
village.

Whereupon the people solemnly
vowed that, if God would show his
compassion and lift the scourge,
every ten years they would enact the
Passion of our Lord.

The plague left the village in 1633
and, as a perpetual thanksgiving and
re-affirmation of faith, the villagers of
Oberammergau have performed the
Passion Play at regular intervals ever
since.

The Play is now performed every
10 years. For the first time, the Play in
2010 will be performed during the
afternoon and evening. The duration
of the performance is five hours with a
three hour break for dinner in the
middle: 2.30pm - 5.00pm; interval;
8.00pm - 10.30pm.

The theatre seats 4,800 people
and has no pillars so all seats have an

excellent view. Nearer the front, you
are closer to the action but further
back you enjoy the full dramatic
panorama. Seats are under cover and
there is under-floor heating but the
stage is open to the elements with the
mountains as a natural backdrop.

I will be organising a visit to the
Passion Play from Shortlands and
combining it with a stay in the
Austrian mountain resort of Maria
Alm. We shall depart on Il August
2010 and stay 5 nights at the 4 star
Alpenland Hotel in Maria Alm. This is
a wonderful walking area but there
will also be optional excursions to
Salzburg, the Krimml National Park
and a Mozart dinner concert. On
Monday 16 August we shall transfer
to Oberammergau for a 2 night stay.
We shall see the Play on Tuesday 17
August and then return home on
Wednesday 18 August.

Flights will be with BA or
Lufthansa scheduled flights from
Heathrow to Munich.

The cost will be £1,095 on a half
board basis. Single room supplement
£70 in Maria Alm. In Oberammergau
single rooms are unlikely to be
available but if they are they will be
allocated without charge. The

arrangements will be made through
McCabe Pilgrimages.

Because the Passion Play only
takes place every 10 years seats for
the Play are booked very quickly. |
have reserved places for 45 and
brochures will be released during
March. To reserve your place you will
need to place an initial deposit of
£200. A second deposit will be
required in July 2009. When the
second deposit is paid, the McCabe
booking conditions will apply and
anyone cancelling would apply for a

refund through their insurance
company.

I have led groups to
Oberammergau in 1984 (the 350th
anniversary), 1990 and 2000. It is a
unique experience and | very much
hope we can get a good party from
Shortlands to travel.

Watch out for the brochures
which will be in the Church porch or
available from the Parish Office.
Details are also available at
www.mccabe-travel.co.uk

SPAN THANKS

We record our thanks for
donations during the month of
December of £8.15

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs,
‘Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries
Jo Powell, 3 Highfield Drive,
Shortlands
020 8464 3149

PAUL ARTHURS
- ROOFING SPECIALIST
New roofs,flatroofs,chimney
stanks,rEFairs,all leadwork,
veluxwindows,
UPVCguttering/fascias.
All work insured - fast response
Phone:8248 5303

Do you want help with
your prayers?

The Parish Daily Prayer Cycle is
available from the Church porch
and focuses on aspects of the
church and community life in
Shortlands.

Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

Family Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.

"A garden oasis in suburbia™
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828
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The Family Law Solicitors
For advice on
all aspects of
family and relationship
breakdown,
please contact Mrs K Dawood

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-
solicitors.co.uk Tel: 8249 6047
50 Burnhill Rd.,
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Remembering

At Rest

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:

14 Jan John Gainsborough

John was born in Charlton. He was an
only child. He married Gertrude
(known as Pom) in April 1938.

John was a successful insurance
agent. Prior to that he had served in
the army and before that he was a
butcher.

Life was never the same for him
after Pom died in 2002 although he
did enjoy learning to cook and caring
for the wildlife in his garden.

A Service of Thanksgiving,
conducted by Canon Paul Miller and
attended by his niece Jill as well as
friends and neighbours, took place at
Beckenham Crematorium prior to
cremation.

WHO'S
WHO
2008

What does Canon Paul Miller have in
common with Kate Moss, the super
model, Jacqueline Gold, the founder
of Ann Summers, Jonny Wilkinson,
the England rugby player, Darren
Clarke, the golfer and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel?

They join the 1000 new entries
in the 160th annual edition of more
than 33,000 personal pictures of
those 'whose achievements the
publisher deems notable to today's
society'. Canon Paul's personal
profile is now included as he is a
Chaplain to the Queen.

The first edition of Who's Who -
a compact, 250 page volume, one
tenth of the size of the 2008 edition
- was publishedin 1849.

LOCAL
PLUMBER
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

fully insured - free estimates & advice
Lathrnum/ shower installations,
central heating pumps/radiators etc.

Big enough to cope,
small enough to care.

Phone Michael on 0800 183 D063

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance - interior and
exterior; painting and decorating;
odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 22 years.

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860




Lent 2008

There are a number of ways we are helping you to get the most out of Lent

I.Joina Homegroup

There will be a series of Homegroups meeting in Lent starting 1 1 February. These will be held at various homes in
the locality, and anyone is welcome to come. The Homegroups will be following the York Course and studying the
Lord’s Prayer, the world’s most famous prayer. The Prayer raises vital questions for today’s world in which ‘daily
bread’ is uncertain for 2 billion people and a refusal to ‘forgive those who trespass against us’ escalates violence.

Monday - 2.30pm at 55 Kenwood Drive
Monday - 8.00pm at 75 Scotts Lane
Tuesday - 8.00pm at 7 Scotts Avenue
Wednesday - 10.00am at 92 Cumberland Road
(This group welcomes any who would like to come along with young children)
Wednesday - 8.00pm at 102 Elwill Way

Wednesday - 8.00pm at 3 | Elwill Way
Thursday - 8.00pm at 8 Springpark Drive
If you would like further information please contact Reverend Alison Newman, telephone 8658 7784

2.Lent Lunches
A simple lunch for up to 10 people to provide an opportunity for hospitality and to support a charity.

Thursday, 14 Feb - Cliff & Shirley Broughton, I St. Mary’s Avenue - supporting Demelza House
Tuesday, 26 Feb - David & Jane Green, 84 Barnfield Wood Road - supporting Sight Savers International
Tuesday, 4 Mar - Gloria Carpenter, 86 Manor Way - supporting Mother’s Union Literacy Project
Saturday, 8 Mar - Paul & Lynne Miller, 37 Kingswood Road - supporting SOS Village Bethlehem

If you would like further information please contact Canon Paul Miller, telephone 8460 4989

For both the Homegroups and Lent Lunches there are sign up sheets at the back of the Church.

3. Attend the main Sunday morning service every Sunday to hear a series of sermons
entitled 'Favourite Hymns'.

If you would like to remember
a departed loved one at the
Great Festival of Easter, we

invite you to make a donation

to the Flower Fund as a
memorial to that person.

A list of the names of all
those to be remembered will
be placed on the altar on
Easter Day, to affirm our hope
in the Resurrection to eternal
life and the Christian’s
eternal security in Christ.

Please contact Molly Tout
on 8464 9593.

Feb 10  'Godinthesilence' Dear Lord and Father of mankind Canon Paul Miller

Feb 17 'Asymphony of praise' Praise, my soul, the King of heaven Reverend Alison Newman

Feb24  'Thanksgiving' Now thank we all our God Archdeacon of Bromley and Bexley
Mar 2 'Mothering Sunday' For the beauty of the earth Reverend Alison Newman

Mar9  'ThePilgrim's song' Who would true valour see Canon Paul Miller

4.Endeavour to participate in the experience of Holy Week

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year is Wednesday 6 February which is also the anniversary of the Queen's
Accessionin 1952. There will be two services at 10.00am and 8.00pm.

Palm Sunday 10.30am Procession of Palms and Eucharist for Palm Sunday
6.30pm A Passiontide Service of Readings, Anthems and Hymns for Holy Week

Maundy Thursday 8.00pm Washing of Feet, Eucharist of the Last Supper and the Watch

Good Friday 10.30am Family Service led by Reverend Alison Newman
2.00pm An Hour at the Cross led by Canon Paul Miller

Bible Reading Fellowship
Lent Book

The BRF Lent Book this year is
‘Journey to Jerusalem’ by the
Reverend David Winter. It brings
together the four Gospels retracing
Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem with the
disciples alongside him and
culminates in the events of Good
Friday and Easter. It costs £7.99.

If you would like a copy, orif you
would like more information, please
contact Judy Rambridge on
86500947.

Easter Day 8.00am Sunrise Eucharist
10.30am Eucharist of the Resurrection including the renewal of Baptismal Vows and
the Easter Egg Treasure Hunt
FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S, SHORTLANDS St Mary's Shortlands
ALL-AGE QUIZ AND BEETLE DRIVE Holiday Club 2008
Come and join the Friends for a fun evening on Champion's Challenge
Saturday, | March, at 7.00 for 7.15 pm will run from
Monday 18 August to
in the Church Hall Friday 22 August

10.00am - 3.00pm
Fish and Chip Supper — Bring Your Own Drinks
for all primary school children
Tables of 6 — or make up a table on arrival
Booking starts 1 March,
Tickets £7.50 each or £25 for a family of 4 — available from closing date 13 July 2008

Friends Committee members of from the Parish Office

Henry is making = real elTon for Lent
he's giving up the remote cantral and

waulking to the TV



The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

WORSHIP
Every Sunday
08.00 Holy Communion
10.30  Family Communion, except the first
Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 4-14.
All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
(Ist Sunday in the month, term time).
18.30 Evening Service
Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion

10.30

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

PARISH DIRECTORY

STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Associate Vicar Rev. A. Newman 8658 7784
Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Mrs. J. Peters 8650 5986
Reader & Evangelist Mr. M. Newman 8658 7784
Pastoral Assistants ~ Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. . Jackson 83251972
Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs M. Westropp 8650 5178
Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Admin. Support Mrs. J. Peters 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188
Miss A. Parks 8464 1157
Deputies Mr.S. Clark 84640696
Mr. D. Cooper 84600682
Mr. C. Stokes 84600661
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027
PCC Secretary Miss.]. Rambridge 86500947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer  Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025

Director of Music

Assistant Organist ~ Mrs. C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178

PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mothers' Union Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss. ]. Rambridge 8650 0947

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS
LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07957 357014
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

OSTEOPATH
Hilary Whitaker Bsc. (Hons) Ost., GOsC Registered
Osteopathic treatment can offer gentle effective relief for
@ Back and neck pain/stiffness 4 Joint pain
@ Muscular pains and tension € Sports injuries
@ Sciatica/trapped nerves
The Therapy Centre, 96 Martins Road (off Station Road)
Shortlands BR2 OEF Tel: 020 8460 1213

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
EST. 1879
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 2

N
* 24 Hours a day
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available * Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available Funeral Fleet

For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick

020 8777 4502 . jrkillick.co.uk

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 OND

* Personal Service

CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI

Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Taxation Services

Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01689 898895 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken

HOMEOPATH
Fully qualified and registered
CLAIRE CHAUBERT LCCH RSHom
www.clairechauberthomeopathy.co.uk
Safe, effective treatment for a wide range of ailments at all
stages of life. Clients treated at a welcoming home practice
in Shortlands. For a no-obligation chat phone 8466 1115,
or appointments can be booked on 0784 951 1771

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 OEF
PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

MOBILE HAIRSTYLIST
& INDIAN HEAD
MASSAGE

in the comfort of your own home,
or mine if you prefer!

Phone Kathy on 8650 2001 or 0771 427 7160

C V Preparation, Interview Technique,

Careers Advice

+ Are you about to enter the world of work?
¢ Have you been made redundant?

& Are you unsure which direction to go in?
Enhance your job success / career and fulfil your potential
Janine Rankin - Qualified HR Consultant
Tel: 020 8402 2406 e-mail: janine.rankin@jmaconsultants.co.uk

Sunnyfields Day Nursery F U
N

19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands e
7.30am - 6.30pm daily (EX :
children 3 monthsto5 years = .
Tel: 83139191 P | :

OSTEOPATH
Fully qualified and registered
Mr. Andreas Jochim D.O., Msc
50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands
Tel: 020 8650 0509
www.jollybacks.co.uk
Easy Parking!

Kent Indastrial
Electrical, Plumbing & Heating

For a free estimate or advice
Phone Nigel on 020 8290 6662

Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (fri.) Mr. T. Watson 86500184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. L. Swatton 8650 0397
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. D. Hope 8466 5545
Beavers &
admissions Mr. J. Westropp 86505178
Guides (Tues.) Miss G. Dawson 8249 1799
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. A. Bailey 83133745
Brownies (Thurs.)  Mrs. . Adam 8289 5252
Admissions Mrs. S. Neary 01689 856952
Rainbows Mrs. J. Dalton 8650 0787
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704
or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mission Chairman  Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mr. R. Hogg 8464 3129
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246
LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)
Cllr. E. Noad 8462 3295
ClIr. G. Taylor 8289 7893
LOCAL NUMBERS
Highfield Infants” School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 07920 233848

VIVAI
Holistic Massage Therapy &
Sports Remedial Massage
Rebekah Gilbert (Dip ITEC)

Fully qualified and registered holistic massage
therapist - Take time to relax and unwind!
For further information, or for an appointment:
Tel: 07974 001818 info@vivawellbeing.com
www.vivawellbeing.com

Chiropodist
Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood

MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS
100 Kenwood Drive

Beckenham BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

SPAN

Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682
Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. |. Kelsey 8466 1093
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no
responsibility can be accepted for accuracy. Neither
can the publishers accept responsibility for work
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £ 10 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN, Church
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Professional Hair Stylist

All family members catered for,
within the comfort of your own home.
Call Vicky on 07958 210577
25 years’ experience

PLEASURE GARDEN LANDSCAPES
N. HOLT
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
PATIO CLEANING
No job too big or small
BROMLEY - Tel. 020 8402 0093

MOBILE - 07956 172 979

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

Contact David Maguire on Tel: 020 8460 6088
Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106
Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

... Decorating ... Tiling I

... Decking ... Carpentry !

let us ... ... and more. I
I

[

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN 020 8402 0156




