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Getting ready for Christmas

by Canon Paul Miller

The time leading up to Christmas is
called Advent. This year it begins on
29 November. Essentially it is a time
to prepare for Christmas with a sense
of excitement and expectation. We
certainly saw something of the sense
of that in the faces of the children
who visited Santa's Grotto at
St. Mary's Christmas Fayre.

It is a time, amidst all the
business and stresses that the
festival brings, to remind ourselves
of the reason for the season.
Christmas celebrates that God sent
his son Jesus Christ to bring us new
life. Advent helps us to prepare for
this moment.

Here is a prayer to help you:

Lord, as I enter into the
fast-paced season ahead,
help me walk slowly and
quietly.

Let me stop and listen to
the angels sing of the
greatest news ever told.

Let my heart, mind and
soul join the chorus. "Glory
in the Highest!! The Messiah
has been born!”

Among all the bright

sparkling lights and cheery
holiday tunes, let my spirit
travel once again toward
Bethlehem to honour and
worship Jesus, my King, the
Prince of Peace, the Lord of
Hosts, Mighty Counsellor,
Son of God.

All your love, mercy and
power somehow made flesh
in the tiny form of a humble
baby born in a manger.

Let me worship the only
one who is worthy to take our
sin away and open the gates
of all eternity!

As we recall the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, so we too remember the
faces of those who live in Bethlehem
today. The Palestinian children in the
photo (below right) are just a few of
the many who live under the torture
of the Israeli security wall. They live
under restraint but they have a spirit
of peace and adventure even though it
is masked by the effects of conflict and
pain.

May all those who live in places of
conflict know the peace of the Christ
child this Christmastide. And may
you and yours have a blessed
Christmas wherever you will celebrate
it.

Sunday, 29 November
6.30pm - Advent Carol Service

Sunday, 6 December
10.30am - Toy Service

Friday, 11 December

Sunday, 13 December

Tuesday, 15 December

Thursday, 17 December

Special Events and Services

Including music by Kelly, Stainer, Shepherd, Goldschmidt, Archer and Guest,
as well as popular congregational carols.

You are invited to bring one new, unwrapped toy, which will become a gift
for a local child in need of support through Bromley Welcare.

3.00pm - Christmas Concert by the XBY Concert Band

10.00am - Highfield Infants’ School Nativity Play

6.30pm - The Christingle Carol Service
Come and see the children’s faces glowing in the light of the candles, and
support the work of the Children’s Society.

9.45am - Highfield Junior School Carol Service
2.00pm - St. Christopher’s School Carol Service

12 noon - St. Mary’s Toddler Group Christmas Service

Friday, 18 December
11.00am - St. Mary’s Pre-School Christmas Service

Sunday, 20 December

6.30pm - The Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas
with music by Benjamin Britten, David Willcocks, Philip Ledger, Max Reger,
Macpherson and John Rutter.

Christmas Eve: Thursday, 24 December
3.30pm - This is the Star - Nativity Play and Crib Service
led by Fiona Bratt, Junior Church Co-ordinator. All children and adults are
welcome to take part, and if you wish, come dressed as angels, shepherds or
wise men.
11.30pm - Procession by Candlelight, Midnight Mass of the Nativity of
Our Lord and Carols for Christmas
The Choir will be singing carols from I 1.15pm to welcome you.

Christmas Day: Friday, 25 December
9.00am - Holy Communion
10.30am - Family Communion for Christmas Day
You are invited to bring a newly opened present!

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS !




From the
Registers

At Rest

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:

Il Oct Bob Lawford, aged 93

19 Oct Gertrude Crafer, aged 99
26 Oct Victor Wilbourn, aged 84
31 Oct Les Green, aged 89

Interment of Ashes
18 Oct Patrick King

Remembering

Bob Lawford

Bob was born in 1916. He grew up
with his brother and two sisters in
Eltham, where their father had a
wholesale market garden business in
Covent Garden.

His main childhood hobby was
building Meccano models and he
went on to become an engineer. He
married Ann in 1947 and they had
two children, Diana and Anna.

He loved mountains and became
and avid walker and climber. During
their time in India he joined the
Himalaya Club becoming its
President. On returning to the UK he
joined the Alpine Club where he was
for many years the Honorary
Historian. His knowledge of
mountains and mountain histories
was compendious.

He loved his garden and the
challenge of making something.

A Service of Thanksgiving,
conducted by Canon Paul Miller, took
place at Beckenham Crematorium
prior to cremation. Both his
daughters gave readings and two of
his grandchildren gave tributes.

Victor Wilbourn
Vic was born in Catford. He was one
of five.

His work included being a
milkman, a postman, a carpenter’s
mate, a painter and decorator, a floor
layer and a telecoms engineer. He
served in the Second World War in
the Royal Marines. He loved
gardening, was an ardent Arsenal fan
and a philatelist and a reader.

He married Joan and they had two
sons, Steven and Barry, and three
grandchildren, lan, Megan and Elena.

A Service of Thanksgiving, prior
to cremation, was conducted by
Canon Paul Miller at Beckenham
Crematorium, attended by family,
friends and residents of Blenheim
Court to where he had moved from
Christ Church in Dorset. Five
members of the family gave personal
tributes.

Remembering the Fallen
in Shortlands
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The Annual Service of Remembrance took place on Sunday, 8 November at St. Mary's Shortlands and was attended by
435 people. The service began and ended in church, with the Service of Remembrance taking place at 1 1.00am by the
War Memorial.

Canon Miller in his Remembrance Day sermon said ‘I feel the nation took very seriously this opportunity to
remember the fallen. Here in Shortlands we remember the sixty six men and women who died in the First and Second
World Wars whose names are recorded on the War Memorial. We must remember they were just young men and
women like the seven during this past week have been killed in action in Afghanistan.’

The Service was attended by all eleven of Shortlands uniformed organisations, Jacqui Lait, Member of Parliament
for Beckenham, George Taylor, Local Councillor, Ann Golding, Head Teacher of Highfield Infants' School, Karen
Henderson, Chair of Governors at Highfield Junior School, Mark Dempsey, Chair of the Shortlands Residents’
Association and PC Kay Leslie representing the police.

Pictured at the War Memorial, after laying a wreath on behalf of Her Majesty's Government, is Jacqui Lait, flanked
by Churchwadens, David Jefferys and Ann Parks and the Rev. Jane Peters.

The Wave... is coming to London on 5 December

On Saturday, 5 December, the UK’s
biggest ever demonstration in
support of action on climate change is
planned to flood the streets of central
London, ahead of the crucial UN
climate talks in Copenhagen.

The Wave, a carnival-style street
procession beginning at 12.00pm
from Grosvenor Square in London, is
being organised by the Stop Climate
Chaos Coalition. A finale will take
place at 3.00pm as The Wave

encircles the Houses of Parliament.

The Stop Climate Chaos
Coalition represents 11 million
members across 100 UK organisa-
tions, from the Women’s Institute
and RSPB to Christian Aid and
Unison.

For further information on The
Wave, including the procession
route and importantly how to get to
the event from across the UK, visit
www.stopclimatechaos.org.

conspiracy defendants.

The little round button
At a clearance sale, the wife of a senior judge found the perfect green tie to
match one of her husband's sport jackets. Soon after, while the couple was
relaxing at a resort to get his mind off a complicated cocaine-conspiracy case,
he noticed a small, round disc sewn into the tie. The judge showed it to the
police, who were equally suspicious that it might be a ‘bug’, planted by the

The police took the tie away for some serious analysis. Two weeks later,
the judge phoned Scotland Yard to find out the results of their tests. "Well,
we're not really sure where the disc came from," the police told him. “But we
did discover that if you pressiit, it plays Jingle Bells.”

Accessible Toilet Update

INSTALLATIONS LTD
ELECTRIGAL CONTRAGTORS

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BRZ OET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454716
Email: gmminstallationsitd@amail.com
J.1.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P

Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

Family Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.

"A garden oasis in suburbia™
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828

24 years experience

Fund-raisingis progressing well, with only a few thousand to go. Amongst the remaining fund-raising activities is a
100 Club. Foraone off donation of £24 entrants enter a monthly draw where there is a first prize of £50 and a second
prize of £25. This means that entrants will have a | in 4 chance of winning more back than they have paid in. Anyone
interested in joining the 100 Club should contact the Parish Office (8460 5682).



Children baptised
at St. Mary’s

Twenty six people have so far been baptised at St. Mary's this year.

The latest to be welcomed are Lucy and Daniel Schofield of St. Mary's
Avenue. They were accompanied by their mother, Sue, and family and friends,
some who had travelled down from Yorkshire. The service was followed by a
party in their house.

Visitors to Shortlands

On All Saints Day, Sunday, | November, the Bishop of Tonbridge, The Rt.
Rev. Dr. Brian Castle (pictured right) came to preside and preach at St. Mary's
at the main morning service.

Coincidentally another visitor, from a little further afield, was present.
Ron Graham (pictured centre), the President of the Australian Rugby
Football Union was visiting the UK ahead of Australia's rugby match with
England at Twickenham the following Saturday. Also pictured with them is
church member Alex Hemming, who is a past President of the Kent Rugby
Football Union.
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Residents’ Association
- Gift to Shortlands

How often when explaining where
we live, to someone not familiar
with the area, do we resort to saying
‘it’s between Beckenham and
Bromley’?

In an attempt to right such
shortcomings the Residents’
Association has had installed pairs |
of street banners at the principle
entry points into Shortlands -
Bromley Road where it drops down
the hill towards the railway station,
Scotts Lane/Hayes Lane to cover
Shortlands Road and on Beckenham
Lane by Valley Primary School on the
way down from Bromley.

The idea is to give Shortlands j
some recognisable gateways, define ﬂ

its geographical independence from

surrounding districts and in general
seek to put our community firmly on
the map - for far too long, in the
minds of many, has our patch been

one or other of its larger neighbours.

The banners are part of the
Associations’ events to mark the
75th anniversary of its founding in

1934.

subsumed as being merely part of

The face of Traidcraft

Every month since August 2005, Cecilia Willatt has hosted a Traidcraft stall|
at St. Mary's after the Sunday morning service.

Traidcraft was started by a small group of people who wanted to express,
in a particular way, the Christian call to love our neighbours and seek justice
for the poor. Although their Christian perspective was at the heart of their|
activity, they work with people of all faiths and those of none who share
their mission of fighting poverty through trade. St. Mary's became a Fairtrade
churchin 2005.

'I'still find it exciting that we are all directly helping some of the world's
poorest people, not with charity, but by purchasing fairtrade goods which
enables them to lead dignified lives' commented Cecilia Willatt.

Since coordinating the monthly stall in 2005, Cecilia has taken
approximately £4,000 - a brilliant response.




The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

WORSHIP
Every Sunday
08.00 Holy Communion
10.30  Family Communion, except the first
Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 2%-14.
All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
(Ist Sunday in the month, term time).
18.30 Evening Service
Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion

10.30

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.
PARISH DIRECTORY

STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Honorary Curate Rev. . Peters 07531 617302
(Sunday, Monday and Wednesday)
Honorary Assistant ~ Archdeacon P. 8467 8743
Priest Wright
Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Pastoral Assistants ~ Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178
Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Assistants Mrs. J. Fiddeman 8460 5682
Rev. . Peters 8460 5682
Churchwardens Miss A. Parks 8464 1157
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Deputies Mrs. P.Chase 84646188
M. S. Clark 84640696
Mr. D. Cooper 84600682
Mr. C. Stokes 8460066
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027
PCC Secretary Miss). Rambridge 86500947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer ~ Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025

Director of Music

Assistant Organist ~ Mrs. C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Flectoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Junior Church Mrs. F. Bratt 8460 6947

PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS

Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 8650 4553
Mothers' Union Mrs. P White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (Fri.) Mr. T. Watson 86500184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. L. Swatton 8650 0397
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. D. Hope 8466 5545
Beavers &
admissions Mr. . Westropp 86505178
Guides (Tues.) Miss G. Dawson 8249 1799
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. C. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Ms. H. Preston 07754 444453
Brownies (Thurs.) ~ Ms. D. Allen 8650 1720
Brownies
admissions Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Rainbows Mrs. V. Jones 8290 6531
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704
or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mission Chairman ~ Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mr. R. Hogg 8464 3129
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246
LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)
ClIr. E. Noad 8462 3295
ClIr. G. Taylor 8289 7893
LOCAL NUMBERS
Highfield Infants” School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 07920 233848

SPAN

Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682
Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. . Kelsey 8466 1093
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no responsibility
can be accepted fo accuracy. Neither can the publishers
accept responsibility for work carried out by
advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £ 15 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN, Church
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS
LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST. 1879
* Personal Service * 24 Hours a day X
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available * Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available Funeral Fleet

For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick
020 8777 4502 www. jrkillick.co.uk
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 OND
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The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on all aspects of family and relationship
breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

e-rvpsgilz confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
o8N Tel: 8249 6047
%(ré%:wily 50 Burnhill Road
NS Beckenham, BR3 3LA

#h resolution

first for family law

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 OEF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520
www.shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

Sunnyfields Day Nursery F U
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands i
7.30am - 6.30pm daily 3
children 3 monthsto5 years =
Tel: 8313 9191 alln
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PICTURE FRAMING
Qils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries
Jo Powell
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands
020 8464 3149

\57'1" Langley School of Dancing
Istd Ballet. Tap, Modern and Street Jazz

Pre Primary Ballet and Tap classes from age 2%
Adult tap d ¢l

S

Tel: 020 8663-1963 for a free trial class

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken

LOCAL PLUMBER
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

fully insured - free estimates & advice, bathroom/shower
installations, central heating pumps/radiators etc.

Big enough to cope, small enough to care.

Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

Cranial Osteopathy
e Specialist Children and Baby Clinic
e Pain Management
e Sports Injuries

Romeo Stafford
Tel: 020 8249 0159

Insurance approved

MBB Chauffeur Services

Luxury vehicles for any occasion
Weddings, Airports, Corporate and Group Outings
Tel - 0777 5945227
Email - mbb.cs@hotmail.co.uk

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance - interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 23 years.
For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser
over 25 years experience 07958 210577

CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI
Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll & Taxation Services
Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

SHORTLANDS
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

We’re here to look after
your local interests.

Membership details from - 8460 7371

OSTEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered
Andreas Jochim D.O. Msc

50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands
Tel: 020 8650 0509

Chiropodist - Reflexologist
Sally Thorogood

MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS

100 Kenwood Drive
Beckenham BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning
Contact David Maguire on Tel: 020 8460 6088
Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106
Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

DON'T
D.LY. .. Decking ... Carpentry

let us ... ... and more.

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

... Decorating ... Tiling

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning, Domestic and
Commercial Cleaning.
Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel. 020 8460 9396 or 07956 172979

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN 020 8402 0156




