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Charity Concert a great success!

The Charity Concert by the
Children and Young People
of Shortlands held at St.
Mary’s on Sunday, 1 March
raised £700.55.
It was a fantastic
occasion with over 250
people attending and more
than 80 young people
participating.
The proceeds will be
divided between The SOS
C h i l d re n’ s Vi l l a g e ,
Bethlehem and The Friends
of St. Mary’s.
Well done to everyone
who helped.

Holy Week and Easter Services
Palm Sunday
5 April
Maundy Thursday
9 April

10.30am
6.30pm
8.00pm

Procession of Palms and Eucharist for Palm Sunday
Passiontide Service of Readings, Anthems and Hymns for Holy Week
Washing of Feet, Eucharist of the Last Supper and the Watch

Good Friday
10 April

10.30am
2.00pm

Family Service led by Reverend Jane Peters
An Hour at the Cross ‘The Passion of Christ in the Old Testament’
led by Canon Paul Miller

Easter Day
12 April

8.00am
10.30am

Sunrise Eucharist
Eucharist of the Resurrection including the renewal of Baptismal Vows
and the Easter Egg Treasure Hunt
Evening Prayer in the Chapel

Sunday
26 April

6.30pm
6.30pm

Choral Evensong on the occasion of the AGM of The Friends
of St.Mary’s
Responses: Neary Canticles: Wood in D
Anthem: O Thou the Central Orb (Wood)

Easter
Lilies
If you would like to remember
a departed loved one at the
Great Festival of Easter, we
invite you to make a donation
to the Flower Fund as a
memorial to that person.
A list of the names of all
those to be remembered will
be placed on the altar on
Easter Day, to affirm our hope
in the Resurrection to eternal
life and the Christian’s
eternal security in Christ.
Please contact Molly Tout
on 8464 9593.

From the
Registers
Holy Baptism
We welcome into God’s family:
8 Mar Neve Jackson
15 Mar Evan Wood

Interment of Ashes
15 Mar Mary Chalk

Remembering
Patricia Grey
The death of Pat Grey means the loss
of a fantastically loyal, creative and
loving mother, mother-in-law,
grandma and friend. Pat was born in
Bexley but was to have a life which
involved extensive travel. She was
happily married to Derek, who sadly
died four years ago, and they had two
children: David – who died at the age
of 18 – and Debbie.
Derek’s work meant that they
were to live all over the world, but her
favourite area was the Middle East.
They lived in Libya, Saudi, Kuwait,
Pakistan, Guyana and travelled
extensively.
Pat had nimble fingers, being
involved in patchwork circles and
doing cross-stitch, as well as having
very green fingers. Her daughter,
Debbie, talked about exotic cuttings
she culled from all over the world –
most of which ‘took’!
Her family was her greatest joy
and since getting her freedom pass
she enthusiastically taught her
grandsons all the local bus and tram
routes.
She was just beginning to get her
life back together after Derek’s
untimely death when her own illness
was diagnosed.
Her daughter Debbie, son-in-law
Jamie, their children Samuel and
Matthew and close friend Ronnie will
be supported in their loss by friends

Shortlands Safer
Neighbourhood
Team
will be holding
‘open surgeries’
at Unit 3, Albemarle House,
Albemarle Road, Beckenham.
between 3.00pm and 4.00pm
These meetings provide an
opportunity for you to speak
to the local Police team about
any issues or problems.
Next meeting dates:
11 April, 2 May & 13 June

and by our prayers. She will be greatly
missed.
A Service of Thanksgiving, led by
Reverend Jane Peters, took place at
Beckenham Crematorium.

of whose character shone through at
the get-together after the funeral.
A Service of Thanksgiving, led by
Reverend Jane Peters, took place at
Beckenham Crematorium.

Thomas Speller

John Tout

Mons Speller (as most people knew
him - his father having been called up
and fought at the Battle of Mons) died
at home with his son at the end of
January at the age of 94. His life had
been very full right up to the end, a
fact which was celebrated at his
funeral.
Mons grew up in the area round
the Old Kent Road. Introduced to his
wife on a – successful – blind date, he
and Violet were very happily married
for many years. They had a daughter,
Juliette, and a son, Tom. Sadly Juliette
died in 2000 and his wife predeceased
him 19 years ago.
An electrical engineer by
profession he had the good fortune to
work in the same company for over 40
years and, on retirement, was able to
continue working up to the age of 67 –
this last few years being for Cancer
Research.
His life emcompassed a changing
world. When he was born cars and
aeroplanes were in their infancy. He
listened to the first radio broadcasts
on a crystal set, saw the R101 airship
passing over London, watched the
Crystal Palace burn down and saw
men walk on the moon. He was not
impressed with ‘blooming Dot.com’
and global warming and considered he
had lived at the right time.
He was a man who liked to know
how things work and brought his
children up to have enquiring minds.
He loved fishing, gardening,
taking things apart and his family.
One claim to fame was that he
designed the early industrial toaster
which was used to toast buns in the
early Wimpy Bars!
A good number of people were
able to join Tom to say good-bye to a
much-loved gentleman, the warmth

SPAN THANKS

We record our thanks for donations
during Jan & Feb of £8.50

Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

Family Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.
“A garden oasis in suburbia“
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828

John was born in Mayfair in 1912. He
won a scholarship to the Mercer’s
School in Holborn and when he left
school he joined the Prudential
Assurance Company. He married Iris
at St. Mark’s, Mayfair in 1935.
He joined the Royal Artillery as
an officer in 1939 and was posted to
India and Ceylon. He attained the
rank of Major.
After the war he was posted to
India with the Prudential. When they
returned they settled in Beckenham
and worshipped at St. Paul’s.
In retirement they moved to
Bexhill but after the death of Iris in
1980 he moved to live with his
daughter and family at the White

House in Kingswood Road. When
they retired to Spain John moved
with them.
John’s interests included stamp
collecting, gardening, travelling and
socialising with his many friends at
St. Mary’s. He loved music and the
theatre. He was a member of the
2WW’s and a great supporter of the
Parish Weekend even after he went
to Spain!
His funeral took place in Spain
and a Thanksgiving Ser vice,
conducted by Canon Paul Miller,
took place at St. Mary’s, Shortlands
attended by his grandson, Alex, and
many of his friends.
Quotes of the month.....
When praying, don't give God
instructions - just report for duty.
Bibles that are falling apart are
usually owned by people who aren't.
Carpark: the place where you take
your car to have little dents put into
the sides.

A weekend in France...

For the last twelve years our parish has been linked to a Roman Catholic
parish in northern France. The parish actually includes five churches in and
around the town of Douai.
Douai is at the centre of what was a major coal-mining area and is now
the site of the Renault factory that produces Scenics. Not far from Douai is
Arras, which was a major objective for both sides in the First World War.
Many of the towns and cities in this area have tall bell towers, dating from
the time of the Duchy of Flanders. These towers were erected at the
instruction of the Duke to allow early warning of trouble and to allow
communication between parts of his fiefdom.
Parishioners from both parishes enjoy weekends in each others’
company exploring the area they live in and discussing issues of faith. We
take it in turns for a party from Shortlands to visit France alternating with
years when a party from Douai come to us.
This year we plan to visit our friends in Douai on the 2 & 3 May.
The outline itinerary is:
•Coach and Shuttle from Shortlands to Douai – meet some of the
French parishioners
•Climb the bell tower in Douai
•Transfer to St Francis of Assisi church
•Move on to our hosts for dinner
•Church service on Sunday morning
•Communal lunch
•Return to Shortlands
For those who are interested in finding out more about the Link please
contact Robin Hogg (8464 3129).

The Friends of St. Mary’s are holding an
Antiques, Collectables and Promises Auction
on Saturday, 20 June
in the Church Hall from 2.00pm
in aid of the New Toilet Facilities Appeal Fund
Full details next month

OSTEOPATH

LOCAL PLUMBER

Andreas Jochim
D.O. Msc

fully insured - free estimates & advice
bathroom/shower installations, central
heating pumps/radiators etc.
Big enough to cope, small enough to care.

Fully qualified and registered
50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands
Tel: 020 8650 0509

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

Outstanding School that goes the extra mile

Pupils and staff are celebrating after
an inspection decided their school is
outstanding. Ofsted visited Highfield
Junior School in Shortlands, Bromley
and gave it top marks.
So what is the school's winning
formula for success?
Parents say that 'staff are caring,
considerate and encouraging,
promoting the best from the children.'
The inspection report states that ‘the
school provides a wide range of
opportunities for their parents to
become involved in their child’s
learning such as weekly open
mornings where they can view their
child’s work.’
Pupils are ‘very proud of what
they do at school, and take a leading

part in many events, such as
assemblies.’ They are exceedingly
polite and courteous and respond
very well to the school's strong focus
o n m a n n e r s a n d re s p e c t b y
interacting very well with one
another. They greatly enjoy coming to
school and told Ofsted that Highfield
is ‘just like home, except you learn.'
Pupils talk about the school being
'child-friendly' and about the adults
'putting others before themselves'.
Teachers are said to have ‘high
expectations and make lessons
exceptionally challenging by involving
pupils fully in assessing their work
and that of their peers.’ Pupils at
Highfield Junior School are
enthusiastic learners because they

Easter, of course, is the most special
day of the Christian year: the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Why
does the date move around so much?
Because the date of Passover moves
around, and according to the biblical
account, Easter is tied to the
Passover. Passover celebrates the
Israelites' exodus from Egypt and it
lasts for seven days, from the middle
of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which
equates to late March or early April.
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the
first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar
to come up with firm dates for Good
Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3
April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling
two days later. Modern scholars
continue to think these the most
likely.
Most people will tell you that
Easter falls on the first Sunday after
the first full moon after the Spring
Equinox, which is broadly true. But
t h e p re c i s e c a l c u l a t i o n s a re
unbelievably complicated and involve
something called an 'ecclesiastical full
moon', which is not the same as the
moon in the sky. The earliest possible
date for Easter in the West is
22 March, which last fell in 1818 and
won't fall again until 2285. The latest
is 25 April, which last happened in
1943 and is next due in 2038.

Why the name, 'Easter'? In almost
every European language, the
festival's name comes from 'Pesach',
the Hebrew word for Passover. The
Germanic word 'Easter', however,
seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon
fertility goddess mentioned by the
Venerable Bede. He thought that the
Saxons worshipped her in 'Eostur
month', but may have confused her
with the classical dawn goddesses like
Eos and Aurora, whose names mean
'shining in the east'. So Easter might
have meant simply 'beginning month'
- a good time for starting up again
after a long winter.
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one
hand, they are an ancient symbol of
birth in most european cultures. On
the other hand, hens start laying
regularly again each Spring. Since eggs
were forbidden during Lent, it's easy
to see how decorating and eating
them became a practical way to
celebrate Easter.

find lessons interesting and exciting.
One pupil commented ‘We learn best
when lessons are interactive, for
example we got to argue today.’
Others spoke enthusiastically about
the extensive range of clubs on offer
after school.
The report adds: "There is no
doubt that the leadership and
management of the school have
played a large part in its success. The
highly effective head teacher, very
ably supported by a talented
leadership team, has instilled a
culture of accountability and
self-reflection among the staff.’
Head teacher Karen Bigg said: "I
am delighted the report recognises
the outstanding commitment of

everyone involved with the school.
It’s this commitment that enables all
of our pupils to make exceptional
progress, enjoy their learning and
leave Highfield as confident, rounded
young people.”

Easter - the greatest of all Festivals Aussie

Flower Festival

“In the Footsteps of Jesus”
3, 4 & 5 July 2009
Date for your diary - there will be a Flower
Festival at St. Mary’s on 3, 4 & 5 July 2009.

Girl!

At the time of going to press, Sarah Bingham, a member of the Friday Guide
unit, had just learnt that she has been selected to attend an international
camp in Australia to celebrate the centenary of Guiding. Sarah will be going
to Australia as part of a unit of 10 girls representing London & South East
England. In all, the UK contingent will be made up of 52 girls and 7 leaders
from different regions. The camp, an international jamboree for 1,500 girls, is
at the beginning of January 2010, with home hospitality being offered either
before or after the event.
Guiding started in 1910, and Australia is the first of the special centenary
events as its camping season is during our winter. Lots of special events will
be held in the UK and around the world during 2010 to mark the occasion.
The first Guides appeared at a rally at Crystal Palace for the newly-formed
Scouts - they were mainly sisters of the Scouts who turned up saying they
wanted to be Girl Scouts. In those days girls were supposed to stay at home
to learn embroidery and become young ladies, so many of the parents were
not too keen on the idea! Baden-Powell asked his sister Agnes to organise
activities for the girls, and that is how Guiding began. He later married Olave,
and they eventually became Lord and Lady Baden-Powell to reflect their
achievement in founding what has become the largest youth organisation in
the world.
There are now a total of five girls from St. Mary’s Guides busy fundraising
for international trips to Mexico, Belgium and Australia, and between them
they need to raise over £5,500! They will be bag packing at Sainsburys and are
working hard on other projects to raise money for their trips. If anyone would
like to support their efforts, this would be very welcome. Cheques should be
made payable to “2nd Shortlands Guides International”, and given/sent to
the Parish Office, 39 Kingswood Road, Bromley BR2 0PU.

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Link Parish
St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

WORSHIP

Every Sunday
08.00

Holy Communion

10.30

Family Communion, except the first

Dawoods

Sunday in the month in term time.

The Family Law Solicitors

During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children

½

aged 2
10.30

-14.

All Age Eucharist or Parade Service

(1st Sunday in the month, term time).
18.30

Evening Service

Every Monday
17.00

Evening Prayers

Every Wednesday
10.00

For advice on all aspects of family and relationship
breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Tel: 8249 6047
50 Burnhill Road
Beckenham, BR3 3LA

Holy Communion

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

PARISH DIRECTORY
STAFF

Vicar

Canon P. Miller

Honorary Curate

Rev. J. Peters

8460 4989

98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

07531 617302

(Sunday, Monday and Wednesday)
Honorary Assistant

Archdeacon P.

Priest

Wright

Readers

Mrs. A. Gimson

Pastoral Assistants

8467 8743

8460 6494

Mr. P. Stotesbury

8650 3259

Mrs. S. Harrison

8464 0284

Mrs. L. Miller

8460 4989

Mrs. M. Westropp

8650 5178

Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers
Assistants

Churchwardens

Deputies

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

8460 5682

Mrs. J. Fiddeman

8460 5682

Rev. J. Peters

8460 5682

Miss A. Parks

8464 1157

Mr. J. Swatton

8650 1114

Mrs. P. Chase

8464 6188

Mr. S. Clark

8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper

8460 0682

Mr. C. Stokes

8460 0661

Mr. B. Waring

07957 186027

PCC Secretary

Miss J. Rambridge

Treasurer

Mr. T. Dawson

8460 5884

Assistant Treasurer

Mr. D. Weekes

8650 2950

Organist &

Mr. F. Roddy

8650 0947

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS
01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken
HOMEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered

01689 877025

Director of Music
Assistant Organist

Mrs. C. Tillotson

8460 7368

Electoral Roll

Mr. N. Stoffel

8460 0063

Stewardship

Mr. J. Westropp

8650 5178

PARISH OFFICE

Tel/Fax 8460 5682

e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays.

Information

regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be

CLAIRE CHAUBERT LCCH RSHom

www.clairechauberthomeopathy.co.uk
Safe, effective treatment for a wide range of ailments at all
stages of life. Clients treated at a welcoming home practice
in Shortlands. For a no-obligation chat phone 8466 1115,
or appointments can be booked on 0784 951 1771

obtained during these hours.
ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT1ONS

Mothers & Toddlers
Mothers' Union

Mrs. J. Runicles

8650 4553

Mrs. P. White

8460 9357

Friends of St. Mary's Miss J. Rambridge

8650 0947

Scouts GSL

Mr. C. Wood

8658 1825

Scouts (Fri.)

Mr. T. Watson

Cubs (Mon.)

Mrs. L. Swatton

8650 0397

Cubs (Tues.)

Mr. D. Hope

8466 5545

8650 0184

!

Cranial Osteopathy

Specialist Children and Baby Clinic
! Pain Management
! Sports Injuries

Romeo Stafford

Insurance approved

Beavers &
Mr. J. Westropp

8650 5178

Guides (Tues.)

Miss G. Dawson

8249 1799

Guides (Fri.)

admissions

Mrs. G. Dawson

8460 5884

Brownies (Mon.)

Ms. N. Blake

8460 7951

Brownies (Wed.)

Mrs. A. Bailey

8313 3745

Brownies (Thurs.)

Ms. D. Allen

8778 5257

Brownies
Ms. N. Blake

8460 7951

Rainbows

Mrs. L Gregory

8325 5848

Pre-School

admissions

Mrs. P. Chase

8290 6704

The TWO "W's"

Mrs. A. Heayberd

8460 9537

Church Flowers

Mrs. M. Parr

8460 3871

Mission Chairman

Mrs. S. Shelton

8402 3299

or 07960 988552

OTHER NUMBERS

Douai Link

Mr. R. Hogg

8464 3129

Fair Trade

Mrs. C. Willatt

8313 0246

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)

Cllr. E. Noad

8462 3295

Cllr. G. Taylor

8289 7893

LOCAL NUMBERS

Highfield Infants School

8464 7804

Highfield Junior School

8460 2597

Residents' Association
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood

8460 4060
07920 233848

Editorial
Distribution

MBB Chauffeur Services
Luxury vehicles for any occasion
Weddings, Airports, Corporate and Group Outings
Tel - 0777 5945227
Email - mbb.cs@hotmail.co.uk

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator
Property Maintenance - interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.
Established in Bromley for 23 years.

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

Professional Hair Stylist
All family members catered for, within the comfort of your own home.

SPAN

Website

Tel: 020 8249 0159

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Parish Office

8460 5682

Mr. A. Jones

8460 5437

Mrs. J. Kelsey

8466 1093

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no responsibility
can be accepted fo accuracy. Neither can the publishers
accept responsibility for work carried out by
advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £15 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,

Church

House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Call Vicky on 07958 210577

PLEASURE GARDEN LANDSCAPES
N. HOLT
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
PATIO CLEANING
No job too big or small
BROMLEY - Tel. 020 8402 0093
MOBILE - 07956 172 979

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST. 1879

* Personal Service
* 24 Hours a day
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available
* Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available
Funeral Fleet
For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick

020 8777 4502

www.jrkillick.co.uk
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell

3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

Langley School of Dancing
Istd Ballet, Tap, Modern and Street Jazz
Pre Primary Ballet and Tap classes from age 2½
Annual examinations and performances

Tel: 020 8663-1963 for a free trial class
CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI

Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll & Taxation Services

Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

SHORTLANDS
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
We’re here to look after
your local interests.
Membership details from - 8460 7371

ART ON A PLATE
New Year - New Service:

Baby Hand and Footprints
made in the comfort of
your home at a time
convenient for you
www.artonaplate.co.uk Call 020 8464 6175 to book

Chiropodist - Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood

MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS
100 Kenwood Drive
Beckenham BR3 6RA
020 8650 2738

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning
Contact David Maguire on Tel: 020 8460 6088
Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106
Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry
… and more.

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN

020 8402 0156

