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M.B.E. FOR SHORTLANDS GUIDE LEADER

We are delighted to announce that
Gill Dawson, who has been
Leader of the 2nd Shortlands
Guides for nearly 30 years, has
been awarded an M.B.E. in the
Queen's Birthday Honours List.
In commenting on the award
Canon Paul Miller, Vicar of
Shortlands, said 'Gill thoroughly
derserves this award for outstanding service to the community and
for her work in Guiding. I know she
was thrilled to be honoured in this
way and I am sure the whole
community joins with me in
offering her our warmest congratulations'.
Gills' first experience of Guiding
was when she joined Brownies as a
7-year old in 1957. Apparently she
wasn’t the best-behaved in the
pack, as she remembers having to
sit next to Brown Owl when she
went to church so she could keep
her eye on her! When Gill became a
Guide her favourite activity was
camping, which hasn’t changed to
this day - running camps and
outdoor activities is for her one of
the best parts of being a leader. 'A
lot of Guide units these days do not
get the chance to have a week-long
Summer Camp, so Shortlands
Guides are very lucky, and we have a

great team of leaders to help the
Guides get the most out of it', said
Gill.
'I first took over 2nd Shortlands
Guides when my younger daughter,
Gemma, was a baby, and she has now
been a leader herself for several years.
A rota of Guide mums volunteered to
look after my 3 young children in
exchange for me running the Guides
for their teenagers. Our first camp in
1983 was quite hard work, with 3
children under 6 and 25 Guides there seemed to be as much baby
equipment as Guide camping kit!
Things have changed a lot over
the years - my Leader’s uniform back
in the 1980s was a tailored suit and
smart shoes. Today’s joggers, rugby
shirt and trainers are much more
practical and make it easier to join in
with activities! Guide uniforms too
have changed, with the “uniform”
appearance giving way to a range of
mix-and-match options.
But at the heart of Guiding is still
teamwork, a good patrol system,
with the older experienced Guides
helping the younger ones and
showing them the way.
I have to admit that I do spend a
vast amount of time on Guiding, but I
do get a lot out of it too. Seeing the
girls have a great time at camp,

watching them master new skills,
preparing them to go off and
represent Girlguiding UK abroad …
all this is tremendously rewarding.
I actually heard about the MBE
award back in April, as they write to
ask if you would be willing to accept.
At the time I had been busy
organising 2 very big Guide events
which had taken a ridiculous
amount of time, and I was just
thinking “Why do I do this, I must
be mad!” … and then the postman
put the letter through the door!

I would like to say a special
“thank you” to Tim, my husband,
who has for decades put up with all
the piles of Guiding paperwork and
debris around the house, and a
garage half full of camping equipment! Not to mention driving vans to
and from camp, lugging heavy
equipment around, and countless
other things besides. His support has
been invaluable.’
Gill will in due course be invited
to St. James' Palace for the
investiture.

Tankard for the Vicar! Canon Paul’s Farewell Service
by the Churchwardens

As many readers will know Canon Paul will be leaving St. Mary's to become
Chaplain to the Isles of Scilly. Paul and Lynne have made a great
contribution to St. Mary's and to the life of the whole community of
Shortlands over the last 111/2 years. A special service will be held on
Sunday, 16 September, at 10.30am to say thank you and farewell. The
service will be followed by a reception in the Church Hall. We hope all who
have known Paul and Lynne will come to these events on the 16th.
If you would like to make a donation towards a gift for Paul and Lynne,
you can either leave a cheque or cash in the Parish Office, or post a cheque
to the Parish Office at 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, Bromley BR2 0HG.
Please write on the back of the cheque "Canon Paul's Leaving Present" and
make it payable to "St. Mary's, Shortlands, PCC". Or you may hand your gift
to one of the Churchwardens or Sidesmen after a Sunday service.

The 7th Bromley Scout Group presented a tankard to Canon Paul Miller at
the last Parade Service he conducted at St. Mary’s, Shortlands before he
moves to the Isles of Scilly.
Photographed presenting the tankard are Christopher Bingham from
the Scout group, Charles Wood Group Scout Leader (left), and Tony
Chase, Group Scout Chairman (right).

Harvest Festival
Sunday, 7 October
10.30am Family and Parade Service

to include the Presentation of Harvest Gifts
led by Reverend Jane Peters

‘The Lord Bless You and Keep You’

This is the title of one of my
favourite anthems by John Rutter.
It is based on some words we find in
the Bible, in the Book of Numbers in
the Old Testament, in which God's
people are assured that they will
always be under God's protection.
Here they are;
'The Lord Bless you and Keep You,
The Lord make His face to shine
upon you,
And be gracious to you,
The Lord lift up His
Countenance upon you,
and give you peace!’
John Rutter is one of my
favourite composers.
His
Christmas music is wonderful! This
particular anthem, 'The Lord Bless
you and Keep You', was sung at the
Thanksgiving Service for the late

From the
Registers
Holy Baptism

We welcome into God’s family:
15 July Robert Aitken
Annabel Rogers

Interment of Ashes

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:
12 July Douglas Parfett

At Rest

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:
11 July Hannah Marshall, aged 45

DISTRIBUTORS

NEEDED FOR SPAN
“TO BRING THE LOVE OF
GOD INTO THE EVERYDAY
LIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF
SHORTLANDS.”
Distributors are needed for
Cadogen Close, Colebrook Rise,
Hillside Road and Park Hill Road
If you are able to help, and
would enjoy the benefit of a
bit of a walk, we would be
glad of your help.
If interested please call
Alan Jones on 8460 5437.

Queen Mother's 100th birthday, at St.
Paul's Cathedral. My middle son,
Ben, who was married here at St.
Mary's, chose this anthem for his
wedding. And I have asked our choir
to sing it at my farewell service on
Sunday, 16 September at 10.30am to
which you are all warmly welcome.
As this is the last SPAN I will edit
(and it is the 127th I have edited!), I
would like to thank all those who
make SPAN possible. From Rachel in
the Parish Office who designs it, to
the small and loyal group who collate
it, to the 70 or so people who
distribute it - thank you all so much.
I trust that SPAN will continue to be
welcomed and supported by the
community.
Moving brings change and
adjustment. All of us are confronted

by change from time to time and it
begins at an early age with children
starting nursery and pre-school and
then changing schools. Sometimes
change is welcome and sometimes it
is not. Within the Christian life we
must remember that we are under
God’s protection even though the
circumstances in which we find
ourselves may be challenging and
bring change. It’s important always
to look at God’s bigger picture, to
keep our horizons wide and to know
we live in His love which is eternal
and from which we can never be
separated.
When I came to Shortlands as
your Vicar I said I wanted to be a
Vicar of the Parish and not a
Chaplain to a Congregation. I have
really valued coming into people’s

lives right across the Parish at
significant moments for them. By
the time I leave Shortlands I will have
conducted 204 baptisms, prepared
14 children for admission to Holy
Communion, prepared 94 people for
Confirmation, officiated at 46
weddings, conducted over 200
funerals, and officiated at 48 burial of
ashes in our Garden of
Remembrance. I hope above all that
we have become a more inclusive
church where all are welcome and
everyone feels valued. I hope St.
Mary’s will always be a ‘home’ for
many.
So as Lynne and I prepare to take
our leave and move to the Isles of
Scilly my prayer for you all is.. ‘May
the Lord bless you and keep you’...

by Canon Paul Miller

AFGHANISTAN BOUND!

Christopher Yapp, the son of Susie
and Stephen Evans of Kingswood
Ro a d , h a s re c e n t l y b e e n
commissioned as an officer in the
Queen’s Royal Lancers and is
preparing to be deployed to
Afghanistan.
Chris first put on a uniform at
the tender age of four, when he
joined Highfield Junior School –
shortly after then he donned the
grey and green of St. Mary’s Seventh
Mowgli Cub pack, and after that the
colours of Ardingly College in
Sussex where he was, in due course,
made Head Boy.
Following his degree and travel
to the Far East, South Africa, Alaska
and New Zealand, Chris took up the
greatest challenge of his life to date;
the Regular Officer Commissioning
Course at The Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst. On Friday,
13th April this year he completed
his year’s training and
Commissioned as an Officer in the
Queen’s Royal Lancers, his chosen
Regiment, whose role is to act as
Armoured Reconnaissance in
advance of the rest of the Army.
The Queen’s Royal Lancers are
based at Catterick in Yorkshire, but
Chris will be spending the majority
of the summer in Dorset, where he is
carrying out his specialist training,
and acquiring the skills needed to
lead a troop of 4 vehicles and 12
men.
Of his time at Sandhurst, Chris
says: “The course pushed me to
levels of pressure, concentration,
exhaustion and determination I had
never previously experienced. We
were quite literally broken down,

b e f o re b e i n g b u i l t u p i n t o
something better than we were
before. It gave me some of the worst
moments of my life - times when I
would have given anything to stop
and give up, but it also taught me
that I now know I never will. It was
at all times those around me who
provided that strength, and the
friends and sense of belonging
fostered then will be something that
stays with me for ever. Sandhurst is
a place of heritage and tradition, and
while for the moment my image is

still one which recalls its white pillars
and screaming Colour Sergeants, I am
hugely honoured to have spent such
a pivotal year of my life there.”
The pips on Chris’ uniform show
his extraordinary rank, awarded to
just 3% of the intake just before his
graduation from Sandhurst.
The Queen’s Royal Lancers will
be deploying to Afghanistan for 7
months in October of this year. The
thoughts and prayers of all at St.
Mary’s will go with Chris and his
colleagues.

Mission of the Month - August

The Leprosy Mission

Founded in 1874, The Leprosy
Mission (TLM) is a leading Christian
organisation working in around 30
countries across Africa, South Asia,
and East Asia, transforming and
empowering the lives of people
affected by leprosy, a disease that
attacks the nervous system.
Whilst research to produce a
vaccine to prevent the spread of
leprosy continues, an effective and
complete cure for the disease multidrug therapy (MDT) - has been
freely available since 1982 but early
diagnosis and treatment with MDT
is vital to prevent sufferers from
consequential injury and disability.
Leprosy is the least contagious
communicable disease and is not
hereditary and cannot be caught by
touch, but fear and stigma can lead
to social exclusion which can be
more damaging than leprosy's

physical symptoms. TLM continues
to work hard in reversing this
injustice and its work includes
treatment, health care, surgery,
physiotherapy, health awareness
training and education, and
provision of small business loans to
enable those affected by leprosy to
escape poverty and become
independent.
St. Mary's has a long record of
supporting this charity and further
information is available from the
display that is featured at the back
of the church throughout August,
and further information can be
found on The Leprosy Mission website; www.leprosymission.org.uk

Mission of the Month - September

Farewell to Basel

A farewell reception was held at Bishopscourt, Rochester for Basel Zayed,
the Palestinian musician, who has qualified as a Music Therapist and will
return to Bethlehem to work at the SOS Children's Village beginning in
August. Basel was supported by the Diocese of Rochester and the McCabe
Educational Trust. He trained at the Guildhall School of Music where he
graduated with a M.A. in Music Therapy. Over 100 parishes, including
St. Mary's, Shortlands, supported him.
Photographed at the reception from left to right are the Bishop of
Rochester, Canon Claire Tillotson, who with Canon Paul Miller
co-ordinated the Project, Basel Zayed and Rachel Simpson representing the
McCabe Educational Trust.

Demelza Hospice Care for Children FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S

Demelza Hospice Care for Children
supports almost 800 life-limited
children and their families. Across
Kent, South East London and East
Sussex. Demelza has two hospices,
one in Eltham, Greenwich, and one
in Sittingbourne, Kent, as well as a
community nursing team based in
East Sussex.
Demelza House, Sittingbourne,
was opened in 1998 and last year an
Appeal was launched, ‘Bricks and
Mortar’ to raise money to bring the
bedrooms up to the state of the art
rooms at the Eltham Hospice. The
children’s bedrooms have been
modernised and a bathroom built
between two bedrooms giving eight
bedrooms and four bathrooms. In
addition two teenage bedrooms
have been built away from the other
rooms, with en-suite facilities and
also an Hydrotherapy Pool. This
will be of great use to our children
with muscular conditions and can

also be used by everyone to have
fun.
Demelza Hospice Care for
Children has to raise £8 million per
annum and we receive virtually no
Government funding. The Bromley
Friends of Demelza do as much as
they are able to help with
fundraising, but sadly after 15 years
our numbers have become depleted
through various reasons, and if
anyone thinks they would like to
help in any way, for as long or as
short a time as they can offer, we
would welcome their phone calls to
Janet Whitlock 020 8650 8749 or
Tricia White 020 8460 9357. Find
out more at www.demelza.org.uk

We record our thanks for
recent donations of £37.51

H. Copeland & Sons
Funeral Directors
- Caring & professional staff - 24 hour service
- Pre-payment Plans - Memorial masonry
NAPIT Part P

24 years experience

BARN DANCE

in aid of the Heating Fund
in St. Mary's Church Hall,
St. Mary's Avenue, Shortlands
on Saturday, 22 September
at
7.00 for 7.30 pm start

Band: Whirling Skirmish
Bring your own refreshments
Raffle
Individual tickets: £6 Family tickets: £18 (no more than 2
adults included on family tickets)
Tickets are available from the Parish Office from Monday, 6 August,
and after services from Sunday, 26 August.

SPAN THANKS

J.I.B. Approved Electrician

are holding a

9 Bromley Road, Beckenham
020 8650 2295

Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

GARAGE SALE

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.
“A garden oasis in suburbia“
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828

The Vicar is moving and there will
be a Garage Sale of furniture,
household and gardening items
on
Saturday, 6 October
from 10am - 12 noon
at
37 Kingswood Road, Shortlands
BR2 0HG
A donation from the proceeds
will be given to Syria Relief

Family Golf Club

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Link Parish
St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

WORSHIP

Every Sunday
08.00

Holy Communion

10.30

Family Communion, except the first
Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 0-18.

10.30

All Age Eucharist or Parade Service

18.30

Choral Evensong

(1st Sunday in the month, term time).

(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.
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Tel/Fax 8460 5682

e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
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Information

regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.
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Mrs. P. White
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Mr. J. Westropp
8650 5178
Guides (Tues.)
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Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton
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Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on all aspects of family and relationship
breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Tel: 8249 6047
50 Burnhill Road
Beckenham, BR3 3LA

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE
98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520
www.shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879

* FAMILY RUN
* 24 hours a day
* Personal service
* Modern or
* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given classsic funeral fleet
For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder
please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK

020 8777 4502

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell

3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

Langley School of Dancing
Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba
from age 2½ to adult - at St. Mary’s Hall

Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser

over 25 years experience 07958 210577

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Creativity, Confidence
Communication

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken
Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years
LOCAL PLUMBER
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

fully insured - free estimates & advice, bathroom/shower
installations, central heating pumps/radiators etc.
Big enough to cope, small enough to care.

Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

Romeo Health@The Sloane Hospital
recommended by Consultants - GPs - Midwives

Appointment lines: 020 8249 0159
07956 308207

!
!
!

Insurance approved

!

osteopathy
manipulation
cranial osteopathy
sports massage

Bromley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Sandford Road, Bromley South

14 tennis courts of which 2 indoors and 6 floodlit. 3 squash courts.
Competitive subscriptions. Coaching for all ages and abilities.
Clubhouse with bar.

Social events and hall available for hire.

020 8460 0936 or visit our website
www.bromley-lawn-tennis-and-squash-club.co.uk

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator
Property Maintenance - interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.
Established in Bromley for 26 years.

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

HOLT MAINTENANCE

Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning, Domestic and
Commercial Cleaning.
Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel. 020 8460 9396 or 07956 172979

Website www.jrkillick.co.uk

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs

01689 813 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

HOMEOPATHY

Josephine Adam

Homeopath BSc LCHE RSHom RGN
07821 522625
josephine.adam@live.co.uk

Chiropodist - Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood

MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS
100 Kenwood Drive
Beckenham BR3 6RA
020 8650 2738

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning
Contact David Maguire
Tel: 020 8460 6088 Mob: 07970 810572
Email: david.maguire@lawrencefinancial.co.uk

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry
… and more.

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN

020 8402 0156

