
Special Events and Services
Sunday 21 September
   6.30pm Choral Evensong
                 Responses: Ayleward
                 Canticles: Sumsion in A
                 Anthem: Thou wilt keep him - Wesley

Sunday 5 October
   10.30am Harvest Festival
                  with the help of Thursday Brownies
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Rev Morag Finch

Stay in touch!
To keep up with news from St. Mary's in between editions of 

SPAN, you can like our page on Facebook or follow us on 

Twitter – search for 

'St Mary's Shortlands'.  

Don’t forget our website 

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk    

I am writing this having just returned from the Holy Land on a 

tour organised for clergy of the Rochester Diocese, where I 

experienced a very different Pentecost, the day when Christians 

celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The day started with an alarm call at 5am and those of us who 

were sufficiently awake went to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 

the site where it is believed Jesus' tomb is to be found.  This 

fascinating and historic church contains the Omphalos – the 

'navel of the world' and is a place of pilgrimage for many 

Christians.

Entering through the Greek Orthodox section of the church, 

we were surrounded by chanting prayer and a sense of reverence 

and devotion from the priests and nuns.  Through an archway we 

heard songs from the Coptic church as two priests took it in turn 

to praise God.  Within minutes the Franciscans had begun their 

service with loud organ music and I will never know how the 

Coptic priests held their notes and continued - except that they 

are used to sharing worship in the same space and in their 

different ways.  

The church is also shared with Syrian Orthodox, Armenians, 

Abyssinians and vast numbers of bustling, pushing tourists.  

Whoever thought you needed peace and quiet in order to pray 

effectively?  They don't have it there and yet there was a sense 

Together in faith
that these people really were connecting with God.

We went on to a service at St George's Cathedral in Jerusalem 

outside the old city.  This was conducted in Arabic and English 

and we sung and prayed in our own language.  Once acclimatised 

to this, it was rather moving.  

A further treat awaited us after the service.  The Scout Band 

was performing in the courtyard marching to drums and   

bagpipes, wearing spats and tartan uniforms in 47 degrees of 

heat.

And I wept.

These lovely young men, the congregation and all the 

Christian priests of the area had travelled the length and breadth 

of Israel to be together for Pentecost and to   celebrate together 

the Coming of the Holy Spirit, but it is so hard to be a Christian in 

the Holy Land.  Each year there are fewer and fewer as children 

grow up and find no future in the land where our faith began.

We had a lunch for everyone after the band had played.  As 

with the feeding of the five thousand, miraculously there was 

enough to go round, and we met fellow Christians who had come 

together for this special day.  As at the first Pentecost many 

languages were being spoken, many dialects… but we all knew 

each other as friends and fellows in faith.  It was an extraordinary 

day.

Please pray for the people of Jerusalem, they need our 

support.  One way is to visit their beautiful land as a pilgrim.   It is 

a life-changing experience.

Dinosaur spotting!
The children at St Mary's Pre-school have had a very busy 

summer term.  They have been on a train ride to a park, and 

completed a sponsored walk with activities along the way and 

raised almost £700 to be split between Barnardo's and the pre-

school.  

They also visited Crystal Palace Park to see the dinosaurs and 

the children's farm, and the older children have been to 

Shortlands Library. Pat Chase

Rev Jane Peters



From the
Registers

Holy Baptism
We welcome into God’s family:

6 July     Dominic Price

6 July     Amelia Grace Peachey

My day job: Susie Shelton

I first came to London to work as PA to the Director of the 

Wallace Collection, which houses a fascinating mixture of 

paintings (including the Laughing Cavalier), Sevres porcelain, 

furniture and armoury.  I then joined the British Council where I 

worked for nine years, firstly with overseas students, and later 

administering overseas aid 

projects.  

Following the arrival of my 

children I joined the voluntary 

sector as a fund raiser and 

speaker for Demelza House, and 

then later worked in schools and 

the community for LEPRA (the 

Leprosy Relief Association).

These days I divide my time 

between church commitments like Mission Beyond the Parish, the 

music group, prayer visiting and other duties, and helping with 

two charities.  

I help organise donations such as much needed clothes for the 

Biggin Hill Romania Group (helping children with special needs in 

Comanesti, Romania) and the Bromley Youth Music Trust (current 

projects include bringing music to less advantaged children in 

Penge and the Crays).  

My work brings me into contact with many people, which is a 

great privilege and pleasure.  No two days are the same.  

Despite all the negative news we receive via the media, there is 

much good in the world; it just doesn't make the headlines that 

often.  Many people, young and old, are willing to help improve 

the lives of others, in small or large ways, and often unseen.  Each 

of us can make a difference in our world every day, for better or 

worse: the choice is up to us.  

At the Abbey

Pictured are David Loades 

a n d  C o r e e n  C o r b i n  i n  

Westminster Abbey following 

this year's installation of 

Knights Grand Cross of the 

Most Honourable Order of the 

Bath.

David Loades was made a 

M e m b e r  o f  t h e  M o s t  

Honourable Order of the Bath 

in the 1990s in recognition of 

his work as a government 

a c t u a r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  

secondment to the Foreign 

Office during which time he worked on financial problem solving in 

Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania.

The origins of the service and ceremony, which take place once 

every four years, date back to the 14th century.  The Abbey Dean 

presided over the service which saw both Her Majesty the Queen and 

Prince Charles conferring the knighthoods.  

Caring for the Casualties

As part of a Heritage Lottery funded project called 

'Caring for the Casualties of the Great War in Bromley', 

research is underway on the auxiliary hospital that was set 

up in South Hill Wood Park.

Bromley Local Studies Library won funding to conduct 

this project and with the help of volunteers they will find 

out how military personnel and civilians were cared for in 

the borough during the First World War.  The information 

is to be made available on their website, 

www.bromleyfirstworldwar.org.uk  and through displays throughout the borough in the next four 

years to commemorate the Great War.

It is known that Sir Thomas Dewey of South Hill Woods converted the music pavilion that was in 

his garden (on the site where the bowling and tennis clubs now are) into a two-ward hospital, with 

12 beds for predominantly Belgian soldiers.   According to 'Kent's Care for the Wounded' (written by 

Creswick, Pond and Ashton in 1915), this small hospital was an auxiliary hospital and was linked to 

what was called the Kent 52, a Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) Auxiliary Hospital based at the 

Bromley Masonic Hall.  

A Miss Larkin and a Miss Davies were placed in charge at South 

Hill Wood.  They cared for Belgian soldiers and then later British 

soldiers.  Dewey was honoured by King Albert II of Belgium for his 

work and the personal care of patients there.  The Dewey Ward at 

the old Bromley Cottage Hospital also took in wounded soldiers 

and Dewey is known to have paid particular attention to those 

cared for at both sites.

If you have information which may be useful for this research, 

such as an old photo, or any knowledge about the South Hill 

Wood hospital, its staff or patients, please contact the local studies 

library.  You can email localstudies.library@bromley.gov.uk or call 

020 8462 7170.  Alternatively please give it to the Parish Office and 

they will forward it on.

Interment of Ashes

We extend our sympathy to those 

who loved:

20 June     Ronald Rankin

22 June     Dorothy Clift

Tasting success

The Friends of St Mary's held a fun wine 

tasting evening on Saturday 21 June at the 

Church Hall.  Over sixty people attended 

making seven teams with a wide variety of 

wine knowledge.  Most teams seemed very 

good at drinking it and some were good at 

tasting, but all had fun. 

There were three white wines, including 

an excellent Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc Long White, followed 

by three reds, including an excellent red made in honour of Che 

Guevara's motor cycle journey through South America. 

In between each wine tasting there was a quick quiz question.  

One of the questions was to guess the price of the bottle of 

Crystal Champagne that was on display – a champagne famous 

as the footballers' favourite tipple.  There was also a spirits quiz 

which the 'Old Soaks' won, successfully naming sixteen different 

and unusual spirits.   

After a close fought battle, Team Dionysus won the day 

getting all six wines correct and winning a large hamper of, you 

guessed it, wine!  The Friends of St Mary's raised almost £300 

from the wine tasting, which was provided by local wine   

merchant Refreshers. Tim Dawson

Kay Coleman

Photo supplied by Bromley Local Studies and Archives

Susie Shelton



 J.I.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P                      24 years experience

H. Copeland & Sons

Funeral Directors

 - Caring & professional staff - 24 hour service

- Pre-payment Plans - Memorial masonry

9 Bromley Road, Beckenham

020 8650 2295

SPAN needs you!
Can you help deliver SPAN?

Call Mike Harrison
on 8464 0284

Volunteer Pianists 
Join our rota to play at our weekly 

service on Wednesday at 11.15am.  

If you would like to volunteer your 

skills please contact the Parish 

Office tel: 020 8460 5682.

Carers Bromley
Carers Bromley is a charity that seeks out and supports those 

who care. 

They supply a sitting or respite service for those who care, 

unpaid, for a friend, neighbour or relative who could not manage 

otherwise because of frailty, illness, addiction or disability. They 

support carers from age four upwards. They charge a minimum fee 

and provide help and support to over 4,000 carers throughout 

Bromley.

They also run free courses to help and educate the carer in the 

work they are doing, (for example advice on back care, moving and 

handling), specific support for those caring for someone with 

mental health difficulties or dementia, help with claiming benefits 

and accessing services, emotional support, activities for young 

carers (4-18 years), organised outings and other stress-busting 

activities such as a pop-in choir, and much more.

Becoming a carer can happen to anyone at any time and carers 

are people from all cultures and of any age. I myself became a carer 

some years ago and have found the support, help and information 

provided by Carers Bromley a lifeline.

More information about Carers Bromley can be found at 

www.carersbromley.org.uk, 0800 015 7700, or see the display at 

the back of church in August.
Cecilia Willatt

Demelza Hospice Care for Children
This charity supports 800 life-limited children and their families 

across Kent, South East London and East Sussex.  Demelza has two 

residential hospices, one in Eltham and one in Sittingbourne, as 

well as a community nursing team based in East Sussex.  

Demelza South East London is celebrating its fifth birthday this 

year and the gardens have been improved with a gazebo, lawn and 

water feature, all built by the Phat Dads, an active group of parents.  

There is an Open Day at Eltham on Saturday, 11th October, 2014.

Plans this coming year include extending the care of young 

people from 19, until 25, to support them through the transition to 

adult care.  Children with many more complex needs are being 

cared for, thereby demanding increasing support from the Care 

Team.  A link with the schools of siblings is being established for a 

better understanding of their particular needs.  A variety of 

improvements to the buildings and services are also planned.

A children's hospice is a place where children are encouraged 

to do as much as they are able, have fun, and make happy, precious 

memories but sometimes there is sadness.  Demelza has to raise 

around £9million per annum to maintain the standard of care to 

the children and their families who regard Demelza as a haven of 

peace along the journey of life be it long or short.  At Demelza they 

can recharge their batteries and seek support enabling them to 

continue with the very high demands of caring for a child 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week, year after year.  

For more information, please see the display at the back of church, 

or www.demelza.org.uk 

Missions of the month  

TEAM BUILDING AND CAKE!
On 21 June 2014, 2nd and 3rd Shortlands Guide Leaders and 

Young Leaders headed to Downe Activity Centre for a fun but 

challenging team building day in the sunshine, courtesy of Rusty 

winning a Jack Petchey Award.  Once we had had a cup of tea, 

applied ample amounts of suncream and were split into two groups, 

we were ready for our morning activity. Jacobs Ladder was first on 

the itinerary, which was a very physical challenge and pushed us to 

work together as a group to get everyone to the top, which was 

very high up! 

After our lunchtime sandwiches, we set off for our second 

activity, archery. We had to shoot each other’s names on the target 

to get each other out which got very competitive. We then did a few 

team building activities which included crossing a lava field on milk 

crates, Downe's version of "pop the cork" where we all got soaked 

and guiding a member of our team, whilst blindfolded, over an 

assault course.

After the excitement of the afternoon, we were relieved when 

tea and cake were brought out to us giving us time to relax and 

reflect upon the day’s activities. After all, what Guide outing would 

be complete without tea and cake?

 Louise Crampsie, Mel Bowman, Colette Jardine

The Friends of St Mary's 

Barn Dance 
in St Mary’s Church Hall

Saturday 20 September
at 7.00 for 7.30 start.

Bring your own refreshments 

Donations Bar    Raffle

Tickets: £7.50/ Family of 4 (max 2 adults) £22.50

Tickets available after 24 August after services or 
from the Parish Office.

Band: Whirling Skirmish



ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS 
Mothers & ToddlersMrs. J. Runicles 8650 4553
Mothers' Union Fellowship Group

Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's

Miss J. Rambridge8650 0947 
Scouts GSL (Fri) Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. J. Garvey 8249 8785
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. J. Griffiths07954 437658
Beavers/admissions Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178

Guides (Tues.) Ms. N. Keast 07516 650940
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884 
Brownies (Mon.) Miss. K. Higgs       8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran

8249 0984
Brownies (Thurs.) Miss. G. Attoh07946 833576 
Rainbows Ms. W. Keeping 8466 1599 

Mrs. S. Tight 8460 8122
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase      8290 6704

 or 07960 988552 
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299 
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246

 

PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.30 am - 12.30 weekdays.  Information 
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be 
obtained during these hours. 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
 Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement   

Planning including Pensions & Annuities,     
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

 Contact: David Maguire of Maguire Financial

Tel: 020 8460 6088 Mob: 07970 810572   
Email: david@maguirefinancial.co.uk

ROOFING
 ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
 GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning,  
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning.

Accredited Safe Contractor
Tel. 020 8460 9396 or 07956 172979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of 
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL CONTACTS 
Cllr. M. Cooke              020 3665 0357

                 (Email:Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr D. Jefferys              020 8460 6030
(Email:david.jefferys@bromley.gov.uk)                                                                                  

 Highfield Infants’ School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 8721 2614

PARISH DIRECTORY 

 Vicar                         Rev. M. Finch          8464 8065

                                          revfinch@btinternet.com

 Associate Priest         Rev. R. Finch           8464 8065 

 Associate Vicar          Rev. J. Peters  07531 617302/

8460 5682

Reader Emeritus Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494

Reader Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259

Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison      8464 0284

Mrs. D. Speller 8466 1184

Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake      8460 5682

Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682

Churchwardens Mrs. A. Swatton      8650 1114

Dr. D.  Jefferys        8460 6030

Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Miss A. Parks 8464 1157 

Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682

Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027

PCC Secretary Miss  J.  Rambridge 8650 0947 

Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884

Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0031

Organist & Acting Director of Music

Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368

Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063

Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178

Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred  8460 3978

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS   Est 1879 

* FAMILY RUN * 24 hours a day

* Personal service * Modern or 

* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given                   Classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder 

please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK   

020 8777 4502        

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser 
over 25 years experience   07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5  years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling  … 
Decking … Carpentry … 

and more.

DON’T 
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
 or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on all aspects of family and relation-
ship breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk     
Tel: 8249 6047 
50 Burnhill Road 

Beckenham, BR3 3LA

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries, 

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell 
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance -  interior & exterior; painting & 
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 27 years.

  For a competitive quote, 
call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

    Langley School of Dancing

  Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

   from age 2½ to adult   -   at St. Mary’s Hall

    Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

 

Romeo Health@The Sloane Hospital

recommended by Consultants - GPs - Midwives

! osteopathy

! manipulation

! cranial osteopathy

! sports massage

HOMEOPATHY & REFLEXOLOGY

Josephine Adam 
Homeopath  BSc  LCHE  RSHom  RGN

0744 348 2887
josephine.adam@live.co.uk

L O C A L  P L U M B E R
(Beckenham)

All types of general plumbing

Toilets, Showers, Taps, Ball Valves. 

B A T H R O O M  I N S T A L L A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S .

07793 867306    Ask for Michael

Bromley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Sandford Road, Bromley South

14 tennis courts of which 2 indoors and 6 floodlit.  3 squash courts. 

Competitive subscriptions. Coaching for all ages and abilities. 

Clubhouse with bar.  Social events and hall available for hire.

020 8460 0936 or visit our website

www.bromley-lawn-tennis-and-squash-club.co.uk

Appointment lines: 020 8249 0159

                            07956 308207

Insurance approved

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs01689 812 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

Creativity, Confidence

Communication

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to

  www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

SPAN INFORMATION
Website          www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial           Parish Office                8460 5682 
Distribution     Mr. M. Harrison           8464 0284
Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the 
publishers, and no responsibility can be 
accepted for accuracy. The publishers cannot 
accept responsibility for work carried out by 
advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £16.50 per column inch per issue. 
For details please call 8460 5682 during office 
hours. 
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church 
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0HG  

Extensions, Conversions, 
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available
No job too large
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769   M: 07949 593294

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects.

WORSHIP 
Every Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion 
10.30 Family Communion, except the 

first Sunday in the month in term 
time.
During term time there are 
separate groups in the Church 
Hall for children aged 0-18.

10.30 All Age Eucharist or Parade 
Service  (1st  Sunday in the 
month, term time).

18.30 Choral Evensong
(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers

Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion

Further information about all services 
can be obtained from the Parish Office. ·

·

·
·New NHS and private patients welcome

All aspects of general dental care in a friendly, 

relaxed environment

Cosmetic dentistry and tooth 

whitening

Emergency treatment

020 8466 7393

www.ferndale-dental.co.uk

250 Bromley Road, Shortlands, BR2 0BW
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