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Light in a dark worlid

In the Church's calendar, Candlemas, or the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, is celebrated on February 2nd, or
the Sunday nearest.

When Jesus was born it was custom that, following the birth of a firstborn male child, the mother must come to the temple
after 40 days for purification and for presentation of the child to the Lord.

The presentation of Mary's child was different: this was Jesus, the Saviour, the Messiah who had been promised. We
heard that, after Mary and Joseph had done all the things that tradition said they needed to, two people, Simeon and Anna,
spoke out and explained who they knew Jesus to be. Like all babies he was special to his parents but Simeon and Anna
knew that he was also important for everyone else in the world too.

Simeon knew that Jesus would allow people everywhere to get to know God. He said that Jesus would be a light to the
whole world.
Jesus can be the Light for us as individuals and for the whole world in different ways.

He can be like a light that shows us the way, a light that brings deep joy into our lives, a light that brings comfort,
reassurance and hope.

But that's not the whole picture. Jesus'light is also a warning, challenging light; it warns us that we have to be ready to
change. The world is not as God wants it to be: we are not the people God wants us to be. Jesus' light warns us that we
have to be ready to change, and then work with him to help make our world more like the kingdom of God.

Light illuminates, clarifies, brightens and reveals. In a world that can seem dark and lonely, may we shine like lights

bringing joy and hope into each other's lives. Rev Morag Finch

Keeping company with God
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in times of sorrow and also in times of joy and thanks. If others accom- hosted at St Mary's
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request on the tree is to keep company with God. Wednesday 5March —Ash Wednesday
Access to the prayer tree is for all, when the church is open on a Sunday
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= At St. Mary's we have a beautifully carved prayer tree made by a local craftsman, David Merritt. The
L b {, 5 design was conceived with his help, involving a committee of members of the congregation and a lot of
& @ |

\ : = prayerin2011.
¥y i Anyone is welcome to take a leaf that we provide, write a prayer onitand hang iton the tree. The colour of

L Oy o the leaves changes with the seasons.
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M The tree is at the back of church: at our main services we pray for the prayers that the tree holds and for
i A}\ i : those people that putthem there. The prayers are also read by the ministry team at other times.
| ,\b : Everyone is asked to date their prayer: after a month it is taken off the tree. Afinal petition is made at the

‘ Monday evening service by the Ministry Team. Anyone is free to re-date their prayer so itis kept for longer.

! I For Christians, a tree is an important symbol: it was around an apple tree in the Garden of Eden that we
¢l rover % first became separated from

o God. Around another tree, the

wood of the cross, God, inthe | O€Cial Events and Services

form of Jesus, reconciled
himselfto us. Sunday 9 February

Prayer is an important part of | 6.30pm Informal Communion Service
our Christian faith. We know
that God listens to us and will
accompany us on life's | Sunday 16 February

journey. Thetreecanbeused | 4.00pm Deanery Confirmation Service

any us in that prayer it gives us strength and comfort. To hang a

10.00am & 8.00pm Holy Communion Services

inth i ing offi ingh inth k. q o
rinthe mornings during office opening hours in the wee with the Imposition of Ashes for those who

Sue Harrison

wish it
Stay in touch!

To keep up with news from St. Mary's in between
editions of SPAN, you can like us on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter — search for Sunday 16 March

'St Mary's Shortlands'. 6.30pm Choral Evensong
Don’t forget our website ,

Responses: Smith
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk Anthem: If ye love me - Tallis

Sunday 9th March
6.30pm Evening Worship with the Music Group

Canticles: Morley




From the

Mission of the month

Registers
At Rest The Leprosy Mission (TLM)
We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:
Peter Crampton 30 Oct aged 88
Enid Cotman 8Nov aged 86 their dreams shattered.
Thomas Basted 25 Nov  aged 81
Ann Roberts 1Dec aged75 | system.
Dereck Hancock 3 Dec aged 72
David Glynne 3 Dec aged85
Dorothy Pugh 23 Dec aged 94

Interment of Ashes of leprosy.

We extend our sympathy to those

who loved:
15 Jan Joan Portwine
R
Remembering

Widely believed to be the world's oldest disease, leprosy is also one of the most stigmatised.
That stigma sees entire families robbed of their job opportunities, education and marriage prospects and

Leprosy is a mildly infectious disease caused by a bacillus related to the TB bacillus that attacks the nervous
Leprosy is linked to poverty, occurring where there are dirty water, bad nutrition and poor
standards of living, meaning that people's nervous systems are not strong enough to fight the disease.

Globally, around a quarter of a million new cases of leprosy are diagnosed each year, and there are more
than 3 million people living with irreversible disabilities, including blindness, as a result of late treatment

Research continuesin a quest to produce a vaccine to prevent the spread of the disease. Since 1982 a cure
—multidrug therapy —has been freely available, but early diagnosis and treatment is essential to arrest the
disease and prevent sufferers from permanent and serious injury and disability.

TLM is an international Christian organisation, founded 140 years ago.
countries in Africa and Asia, its passion is to eradicate the causes and consequences of leprosy. For more
information, please see the display at the back of church or www.leprosymission.org.uk.
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LEPROSY|

Focusing its services on 11

Dorothy Pugh was born in 1919. She began work as a nursery
nurse and later trained as a state registered nurse.

She married Roger in 1942 and they became parents to Robert
and Sarah. She had 6 grandchildren.

During the war Dorothy travelled as nurse to Winston Churchill
when he travelled across the Atlantic to America on the Queen
Mary - he had asked for her specially.

Dorothy was a great supporter of many charities, including the
Red Cross and medical benevolent fund. She loved nature,
enjoying gardening and wildlife, particularly birds; she was a keen
ornithologist and member of the RSPB.

Dorothy was a caring person and her kindness and generous
nature were appreciated by many. She was a very understanding,
non-judgemental person always willing to help people out.
Dorothy was an active member of St Mary's Church for many years
and is remembered with fondness and appreciation by many
members of the congregation.

Joan Portwine was born in Sydenham, and was in all the sports
teams at James Allen's school in Dulwich.

In her working life she became a Personnel Manager for the Savoy
Hotel working out of Clapham. In 1941 she married her beloved
Freddie: he was wearing his ill-fitting RAF uniform. They lived
opposite the church in St Mary's Avenue for over 60 years and
travelled the world together. They had two children: Michael and
Gillian.

Joan was a woman of many varied interests including being a
good needlewoman, brilliant cook, dressmaker and great hostess.
In later years she became a driver for St Christopher's Hospice
where Freddie had died and received an award for over 10 years'
service.

She played bowls, croquet and bridge, and was very involved in
Guiding. When her sight failed she joined the Beckenham Social
Club for the Blind and the Bromley Blind Bowlers, both of which
she loved — even winning a cup or two! She walked almost up to
the end of her life, insisting on regular trips to Kelsey Park.

She believed fervently in the power of prayer but for those who
didn't she offered 'positive thoughts'!

She considered her major achievement to be surviving to her old
age and still being busy. She was determined to enjoy every
possible moment of her life.

Her ashes have been interred at St Mary's where she worshipped
faithfully for so many years.

Ann Roberts was well known in the community of Shortlands.

She was a teacher at Pickhurst School for many years and she also
tutored many local children. Teaching was Ann's vocation and she
loved her work. She had an excellent sense of humour and was
truly compassionate with all those she met.

Ann married Alan in 1960 and was a wonderful wife, helping him
with his profound deafness, ensuring he was always included in
conversations and giving him the support and encouragement
necessary to enable him to achieve all that he has.

Ann was a great support and a gracious presence at our weekly
services at Durham House, invariably arriving with fresh flowers
from her garden.

She was a real fighter and faced up to having TB with
determination.

A warm welcome at the library

Come and meet your neighbours and support your local library
on Monday afternoons from 2.15-3.30pm during term time.

There are speakers and discussions on a variety of subjects such as
history, crafts, travel, health and local and family history. There
have been over 60 Tea & Topics meetings, visits from authors and
illustrators, talks on historical dress, a plant swap, quizzes and an
adultversion of show and tell!

Ask for a programme and reserve a place at Shortlands Library,
110 Shortlands Road, BR2 0JP, telephone 020 8460 9692.

If you have an area of knowledge or an interest you would like to
share, the library would be delighted to hear from you.

A plea on behalf of Bromley Libraries' Local Studies Library: if you
have any unwanted photos of Shortlands over the years, they
would be pleased to have them for the archives as they don't have




Lent

2014

Lentis an opportunity before the great Festival of Easter to take time out and reflect on our
journey through life. There are a number of ways to help you to get the most out of Lent.

1. Home Groups

Lent is a great time to get together with other people to learn more
about our faith. The Lent Home Groups will be meeting in people's
houses during the day or during the evening. Different groups will
meet on different days of the week.

Whether Christianity is something quite new to you and you feel you
have little prior knowledge or you have been a Christian for many
years and wish to deepen your relationship with God - you are
welcome ata Home Group. Come and join in the conversation!

For further information please ring the Parish Office on 8460 5682 or
see the sign-up sheets at the back of church.

2. LentLunches
Asimple lunch for up to 10 people, providing an opportunity to meet
together, enjoy hospitality and support a charity.

Dates and locations are on lists at the back of the church where you
can sign up to attend, or please ring the Parish Office on 8460 5682
for more information.

4. AlentRetreat Day

On Saturday 8th March, Rev Jane Peters will lead a quiet day in the
Church buildings - a time for reflection and fellowship. The day will
include lunch.

Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the porch if you would
like to attend. Donations of £10 are suggested.

3. Join us in church on Sunday mornings at 10.30am and hear
members of our congregation discuss how their faith is influenced by
the season of Lent. The course of special sermons will begin on
March 9th, the first Sunday of Lent.

5. Holy Week and Easter
Joinwith us as we prepare for the Easter celebrations

April 13th - Palm Sunday

10.30am Procession of Palms and Eucharist for Palm Sunday

6.30pm A Passiontide Service of Readings, Anthems and Hymns for
Holy Week

April 17th - Maundy Thursday
8.00pm Washing of Feet, Eucharist of the Last Supper and the Watch

April 18th - Good Friday
10.30am Family Service
2.00pm AnHouratthe Cross

April 20th - Easter Day

8.00am Sunrise Eucharist

10.30am Eucharist of the Resurrection including the renewal of
Baptismal Vows and the Easter Egg Treasure Hunt
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HARD AT WORK: Guides from
both St Mary's units helped out at
the parish gardening morning in

Shortlands Golf Club
Long established (1894)

Family Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the

membership base.
Monthly medals,

Honour Board Competitions,

excellent Social Events Calendar.
"A garden oasis in suburbia”
Contact Ken Murray:

December.  Rather bleary-eyed
following their traditional
Christmas 'sleepover' in the church
hall, they nevertheless managed to
clear an impressive quantity of
dead leaves from the church
gardens!
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{ SPAN needs you!

8460 2471/8828 or I Can you help deliver SPAN?
Peter May: 8460 8828 I Call Alan Jones on 8460 5437

Harris Primary Free School - update

Plans to open the school on the site of Kingswood House are still
progressing. It is proposed that the school will be 2 form entry,
building up over 7 years to 14 classes, with a total of 420 pupils.

Harris Federation are evidently continuing to look for a temporary site
for the first academic year, likely to be a 5 - 10 minute drive away and
probably notin Shortlands. They were hoping that the temporary site
could be decided upon before the January 2014 deadline for
application for places. However if there is insufficient demand this
year the opening of the school will be postponed.

A feasibility study still has to be undertaken for the site and nothing
has been finalised yet. Harris Federation should be in a position to
consult the public on design ideas in February and building work is
likely tostartin early summer 2014.

It has also been announced that a bilingual (English / French) primary
free school is to open in September 2014 on the site of the former
Department for Work & Pensions building in Westmoreland Road.
This will eventually provide 525 primary places.

Pat Chase

H. Copeland & Sons
|

- Caring & professional staff - 24 hour service

INSTALLATIONS LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRAGTORS

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 OET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454716
Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com
J.1.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P

- Pre-payment Plans - Memorial masonry

9 Bromley Road, Beckenham

020 8650 2295 @
l e

24 years experience




The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

WORSHIP
Every Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion

10.30  Family Communion, except the
first Sunday in the month in term
time.
During term time there are
separate groups in the Church
Hall for children aged 0-18.
All Age Eucharist or Parade
Service (1st Sunday in the
month, term time).
Choral Evensong
(3rd Sunday in the month)
Every Monday

17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday

10.00 Holy Communion
Further information about all services

10.30

18.30

can be obtained from the Parish Office.
PARISH DIRECTORY
Vicar Rev. M. Finch 8464 8065
revfinch@btinternet.com
Associate Priest Rev. R. Finch 8464 8065
Associate Vicar Rev. J. Peters 07531 617302/
8460 5682
Reader Emeritus Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Reader Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Pastoral Assistants ~ Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. D. Speller 8466 1184

8650 5178
8460 5682

Mrs. M. Westropp
Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake

Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188
Miss A. Parks 8464 1157
Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr.B.Waring 07957 186027
PCC Secretary Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer  Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0031

Organist & Acting Director of Music
Canon C. Tillotson 8460 7368

Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3978

PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.30 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS
Mothers & ToddlersMrs. J. Runicles 8650 4553
Mothers' Union  Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's
Miss J. Rambridge8650 0947
Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. J. Garvey 8249 8785
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. J. Griffiths 07954 437658
Beavers/admissions Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies &
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
Guides (Tues.) Ms. N. Keast 07516 650940
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884

Scouts GSL (Fri)

Brownies (Mon.)  Miss K. Higgs 8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran
8249 0984

Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. G. Attoh 07946 833576

Rainbows Ms. W. Keeping 8466 1599

Mrs. S. Tight 8460 8122

Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

or 07960 988552

The 2WW's Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537

Church Flowers ~ Mrs. M. Parr 8249 7127

Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299

Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884

Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246
LOCAL CONTACTS

Clir. E. Noad 8462 3295

Clir D. Jefferys 07944 565455

(Email:david jefferys@bromley.gov.uk)

Highfield Infants’ School 8464 7804

Highfield Junior School 8460 2597

Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 8721 2614
SPAN INFORMATION

Pt bR Baneshortiandsig ke

Distribution ~ Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those Supported b [v the
publishers, and no responsibi lt’y can be
accepted for accuracy. The publishers cannot
accept responsibility for work carried out by

advertisers.
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AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS
LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879

* FAMILY RUN * 24 hours a day

* Personal service * Modern or
* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given Classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder

please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK
020 8777 4502 Website www.jrkillick.co.uk
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 OND

@;1&!0624{5

The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on all aspects of family and relation-
ship breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

e-rrvlgoilz confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
S QPO Tel: 8249 6047
50 Burnhill Road

5,0
é("'ﬂamﬂy
NS Beckenham, BR3 3LA

&% resolution

first for family law

Bt BRacie

98 MARTINS ROAD
SHORTLANDS BR2 OEF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE
Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520
www.shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

Sunnyfields Day Nursery F
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands - b
7.30am - 6.30pm daily e
children 3 monthsto5 years

Tel: 83139191 alln

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries
Jo Powell
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands
020 8464 3149

\% Langley School of Dancing

Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba
from age 2% to adult - at St. Mary’s Hall

Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

QUALIFIED PLUMBER

P. J. EDWARDS
01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken
Adpvertising in SPAN for over 15 years

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser
over 25 years experience 07958 210577

Creativity, Confidence
Communication
Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,

01689 812 336 12-18yrs

Hewew O'G
ey il bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

DRAMA ACADEMY

LOCAL PLUMBER
(Beckenham)

All types of general plumbing
Toilets, Showers, Taps, Ball Valves.
BATHROOM INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS.
07793 867306  Ask for Michael

HOMEOPATHY & REFLEXOLOGY

Josephine Adam

Homeopath BSc LCHE RSHom RGN
0744 348 2887
josephine.adam@live.co.uk

Romeo Health@The Sloane Hospital
recommended by Consultants - GPs - Midwives
Appointment lines: 020 8249 0159 !
07956 308207 !

! cranial osteopathy

osteopathy
manipulation

Insurance approved | sports massage

Local, friendly and professional building
company for your larger projects.
Extensions, Conversions,
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available
No job too large
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769 M: 07949 593294

Building Lid

Bromley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Sandford Road, Bromley South

14 tennis courts of which 2 indoors and 6 floodlit. 3 squash courts.
Competitive subscriptions. Coaching for all ages and abilities.
Clubhouse with bar. Social events and hall available for hire.

020 8460 0936 or visit our website
www.bromley-lawn-tennis-and-squash-club.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE

Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement
Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

Contact: David Maguire of Maguire Financial
Tel: 020 8460 6088 Mob: 07970 810572
Email: david@maguirefinancial.co.uk

J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator
Property Maintenance - interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.
Established in Bromley for 26 years.
For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

14
DON'T ... Decorating ... Tiling ...
D.LY. Decking ... Carpentry ...
letus... and more.

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning, Domestic and Commercial
Cleaning.
Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel. 020 8460 9396 or 07956 172979

ROOFING
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN 020 8402 0156
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