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Who is my neighbour?
Recently our bible reading in church was the story of the touched by the need and make financial donations or
Good Samaritan (Luke 10.25-37). Jesus was questioned: practical ones. But helping your neighbour, loving your
'who is my neighbour?'
neighbour as yourself is something we can do every day,
He responded by telling a story. A man went on a not just when disaster strikes.
journey from Jerusalem to Jericho and was beaten up by
robbers. A priest went by and walked past on the other
side. A Levite did the same. Then a Samaritan came but
he stopped and helped, cleaning up the wounds before
helping the man to an inn where he looked after him and
left payment and instructions for further care.

Loving our neighbour is how we respond when
someone who always talks for a long time is in their
garden when we are walking the dog. Do we go the
other way? Or stop and talk and spend time with them?
Loving our neighbour is how we respond when a child
has a tantrum in the supermarket. Do we grumble,
making
hassled parents feel worse? Or do we smile and
We hope that we are like the Samaritan and would
come to the aid of strangers. When there is a disaster or offer them sympathy?
emergency, we see generosity, as individuals are
Loving our neighbour is caring for all those who live
here no matter where they originate from. Since the EU
referendum, there has been a huge rise in racial abuse
and hate crime in Britain. Many people, including
second and third generation British citizens, are being
told to 'go home'.
It is looking after others and showing our love that
makes us neighbours. We learn to be like the Samaritan,
helping those we meet each day who need our help.
Our neighbours are not necessarily like us and we don't
even have to know who they are but we do need to be
willing to care for them.

Shortlands War Memorial
The war memorial is a treasured part of the life of Shortlands. It has
been the focus of many community commemorations since it was
dedicated in 1921. Most recently it was the centre of St Mary's
Church's Diamond Jubilee and the Service of Whistle for the Somme.
Bromley Council, which looks after this memorial, is already
actively looking to recover the costs of the repair/ replacement
works and will be working closely with the local community and
bodies such as the Royal British Legion over coming weeks to ensure
that a suitably dignified replacement is chosen and set in place at the
earliest possible opportunity.
It is too early to say how much of the former memorial can be
preserved but we have full records and have secured the damaged
sections.
We would like to thank the emergency services for their quick
response together with Council Officers, local residents and the staff
of the Church Office.
We remember all those who have been affected by this
incident, particularly the car driver who we hope has a speedy and
full recovery.
We owe it to all those who gave so much for their country
and our community that we restore this memorial as soon as
possible.
Cllrs Mary Cooke & David Jefferys

By following the commandments to love God and
to love our neighbour as ourselves in this time of
change and uncertainty, reaching out and listening to
each other, building bridges not walls between us, we
will be living in a far greater community.
Rev Morag Finch

Special Events and Services
Sunday 18th September
6.30pm

Choral Evensong
Responses: Smith 5 part
Canticles: Sumsion in A
Anthem: Be thou my Vision - Chilcott

Sunday 2nd October
6.30pm

Informal Service
led by the Music Group

Sunday 9th October
10.30am

Harvest Parade Service
followed by Harvest lunch
Harvest gifts will be given to Bromley
Women’s Aid

From the
Registers

Memories of Rev Canon Doug Redman
Many people shared their memories of Doug Redman with SPAN and with his family: here are some we
couldn't fit in last month:

At Rest

'He was a wonderful 'people' person and a listening ear… he was a father to us all.'

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:

'He was such a spiritual man and so gentle but also with a wonderful sense of humour.'

Carol Walklin

19 July aged 86

Interment of Ashes
We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:
Gladys Webber
29 June

Remembering
David Vydelingam
David was born in Port Louis, capital
of Mauritius, in 1932.
His career started as a school
teacher at his old school, St
Andrews, Quatre Bornes, where he
met the love of his life, Dvina, the
girl next door: they married in 1962
and moved to London.
He started work as a teacher in
London, then studied for further
qualifications while working as an
immigration officer at Heathrow.
He then moved to work for the
Home Office, and was part of a small
team sent to work on the initial
stages of the Hong Kong handover.
David was a dedicated father,
creating a happy, secure home
together with Dvina, for Ruth and
Sacha. He had been a Scout Master
in Mauritius and was extremely
proud that his grandsons have
continued through the ranks of
scouting.
He had a lifelong love of
Mauritius, and an especially strong
bond with his extended family,
friends and St Andrews church
there: he and Dvina would return to
Mauritius each year for several
weeks or months at a time. David
was much admired and respected
across the world – which he
travelled extensively through
business and pleasure several times
over with Dvina.
David and the family had been
members of St Mary's congregation
since 1984 and all four of David and
Dvina's grandchildren were
baptised in the church.
David saw the goodness in
everyone he met, and guided his
children to be the best versions of
themselves that they could be.
He faced years of treatment
courageously and with
determination.

Charles Wood: Doug passionately supported the 7th Bromley Scout Group. He cherished his own
childhood memories of Scouting and wanted to ensure future generations would enjoy the scouting
movement. He did so much to embed scouting in the life of St Mary's. He helped negotiate the
sponsorship agreement between the Scout Group and the church. He relished invitations from the
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts to take part in their meetings, perhaps to judge a competition or present badges.
He had a way of identifying prospective scout leaders. He knew who to ask and how to ask. Indeed, some
members of the present scout executive committee were appointed by Doug.
Ann Gimson: My lasting memory of Doug is of his kindness, thoughtfulness and loving concern, not
least when his next door neighbour had a sudden, massive heart attack at home. Doug arrived home tired,
saw the ambulance waiting outside, discovered how ill his neighbour was, got straight in the ambulance
and stayed with him until he was admitted to the Intensive Care Unit. I learnt so much from Doug and
treasure his memory.
Lorna Miles: We moved to Shortlands many years ago; my children were very young when we started
attending the church and Doug made us feel comfortable and welcome. He was warm, personable, happy
and strong in faith.
It was during an extremely difficult and prolonged period early on that we felt the extent of Doug's
caring and empathetic spirit. With Doug at the spearhead, the church encircled us with comforting arms
spiritually and physically. A rota was created whereby Doug, Valerie and church members would come and
look after my children. This enabled me to put into place the changes required to pull my family out of the
darkness and into a calmer and brighter place enriched with hope and optimism.
During my darkest moments, Doug was instrumental in helping me to reaffirm my faith in God. When
he knew that his presence would make a difference he did not hesitate to make it known that God was
indeed working through him. He made a huge difference to our lives, he acted on his faith and made an
impact. He genuinely practised what he preached and we are a stronger, happier and spiritually healthier
family for having been touched by his kindness.

Whistle for the Somme
St Mary's was proud to be part of the national initiative – 'Whistle for
the Somme' – on 1 July.
The date marked the centenary of the start of the Battle of the
Somme. At 7.30am whistles were blown along a 15-mile front line to
mark the start of the advance by British and Commonwealth soldiers
towards the German lines. Despite five days of bombardment and
the explosion of mines under the German positions, their trenches
were relatively unscathed. By the end of the first day British and
Commonwealth troops had suffered a total of 57,470 casualties,
19,240 of whom had died. It was the bloodiest day in the history of
the British Army, and the start of a series of battles on the Somme
which lasted for five months.
A short service of commemoration was held at Shortlands war
memorial to remember the men who took part in the Battle and those
who were killed or wounded.
At 7.30am two minutes' silence was kept as we remembered the
precise moment 100,000 British and Commonwealth troops went
over the top as part of the big push designed to shorten the war. This
was followed by three short whistle blasts and prayers.

FULL OF BEANS: It wasn’t just
the children who had a great
time at St Mary’s Parish
Picnic this summer!

Christian Aid Week: Thank You

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
THE FRIENDS OF ST
MARY'S
are holding a

Thank you to everyone who responded to this year's Christian Aid
Week appeal in May which had the theme 'The week we love every
neighbour'. This year the house to house collection in Shortlands
raised £2,137 towards the total of over £2,900 that St Mary's has been
able to send to Christian Aid.
Thanks also to the children from the uniformed organisations,
pre-school and mother and toddler groups who all put 'Pennies from
Heaven' around the Church during the week. These added £125.84
to the collection. The money raised will be used in Christian Aid's
work to tackle the effects and root causes of poverty around the
world.

RACE NIGHT
on Saturday, 19
November
Further details in the
next SPAN

Mission of the month
August: Welcare in Bromley
Welcare in Bromley now employs three family support workers: it is
receiving an increasing number of referrals and so more families and
children are receiving services, including group work for children.
There are also trained and supervised volunteers working directly with
parents and children in very practical ways, for example arranging for
a family to receive a grant for a day out at a theme park during the
summer holidays, helping to sort out paperwork with a dyslexic
mother, being a mentor for children and spending time with them just
playing and having fun.
Welcare in Bromley continues to work with vulnerable families
within the borough. One recent case involved a family of mother and
two small children who were victims of domestic violence, the father
being the perpetrator. The family support worker enabled the mother
and children to leave an increasingly difficult situation by arranging
for them to obtain accommodation at a women's refuge. They have
now been there for a few weeks, the children are more settled and the
mother is gradually regaining her confidence and self esteem.
Welcare values the support of the Anglican Church: by prayer, by
fundraising and by encouragement of their work.
If you would like to find out more, please see the display at the
back of church during August or visit the website www.welcare.org

September: The Biggin Hill Romania Group
The Biggin Hill Romania Group (BHRG) was formed following a
television appeal in 1990. After the end of Nicolae Ceausescu's
repressive regime, the rest of the world finally saw the truth of the
country's poverty and suffering, which included around 150,000
Romanian orphans, living in deprived conditions. Despite changes
over the years, there are many children and young people at risk in
some parts of the country.
Initially the BHRG intended to relieve the distress of sick and
disabled children, but moved on to distributing aid to hospitals,
dental surgeries, schools and churches. In 1997 the group opened the
Robert Cole Centre in Comanesti, north east Romania, for children
with special needs. More than 70 children attend regularly as well as
others from mainstream schools who come for physiotherapy and
speech therapy. The Centre aims to help each child reach their
potential, and to encourage their acceptance by wider society.
In 2007 the Foundations for Life Centre was opened to help the
first 'graduates' of the Robert Cole centre with vocational and life skills
once they reach 20 years of age.
The family and shoe box appeal takes place in the Autumn. Gift
boxes are transported to Comanesti to be distributed amongst the
most needy, including many Roma children who would otherwise
receive nothing at Christmas. Blankets, scarves, mittens and hats,
knitted by Craft and Chatter members and others, are sent out
regularly. Donations of good condition children's and adult clothes
are either given to those in desperate need, or sold in the Group's
small shop, with all profits going to the project.
Might you be able to help bring a smile to a needy child this
Christmas? Details are on the noticeboard at the back of church or
www.bigginhillromaniagroup.com/

Painting & Decorating
by a time served tradesman of forty two years experience

T: 020 8650 7973
M: 07841 655733
E: www.stretton-downes.co.uk

Churches Together
Do come and join us on Beckenham Green on Sunday 18 September
from 1.00 until 3.30pm for an event to proclaim our Christian unity. Bring
a picnic lunch and perhaps a rug to sit on or a garden chair. There will be
stalls and activities for children, music and a service with everyone joining
in the singing of familiar hymns.
St. Mary's is part of Churches Together in Beckenham which is again
organising the event.
Why are we in Shortlands members of Beckenham Churches when
our postal address is Bromley? After the Norman Conquest, this country
was divided into parishes, and rivers were often used as boundaries. The
River Ravensbourne formed the boundary between Beckenham and
Bromley. The area covered today by the parish of St. Mary, Shortlands is
on the Beckenham side of that river and was in the parish of St. George,
Beckenham until 1870. Shortlands had developed with the coming of
the railway in 1858, so a new parish church was built, but it remained in
the Church of England's Deanery of Beckenham.
Beckenham Green used to comprise two roads of small terraced
houses. The whole area was devastated by two bombs that fell in the
nights of 2 and 17 July 1944. I remember climbing over the rubble with
my grandmother to get from one bus to another to complete our journey
to Croydon. The road was piled high with bricks and tiles and broken
furniture. Awful to reflect upon; but such sights were pretty normal for
me then.
Beckenham Green is now a lovely open space, with trees and flowers
and gentle slopes; a great spot for a picnic, a song and maybe a prayer. I
shall find a moment to glance at the small plaque commemorating those
who lost their lives there in those dreadful war-time days and offer a
prayer for all — especially children — who, in today's world, live with war
and terror and destruction.
Annette German

Saint of the Month
St Michael – 29 September
St Michael is different from all the other saints in this series in that he
was not a human being. He is an archangel, which is probably best
described as one of the chief angels. Only two archangels are
mentioned by name in the Bible – Gabriel, who appeared to Mary
before the birth of Jesus, and Michael.
St Michael has the distinction of being an archangel in Christianity,
Islam and Judaism.
In the Old Testament, the prophet Daniel had a vision in which an
angel identified Michael as the protector of Israel and informs Daniel
about the role of Michael during the 'Time of the End'. Daniel refers to
Michael as a prince of the first rank.
In the New Testament there is a reference in the book of
Revelation to the great battle when the apparently disenchanted
archangel named Satan or Lucifer went to war with God in heaven.
Michael was forced to lead the forces of good against Satan's hordes,
which were thrown out, never to return.
St Michael may have appeared in a vision to a fisherman on the
Cornish island subsequently called St Michael's Mount thus linking it
to Mont St Michel in Normandy.
His feast day in late September not surprisingly coincides with the
flowering of Michaelmas daisies.
St Michael is protector of Israel, and the Christian Church. He is the
patron saint of police officers, the military, grocers, mariners and
paratroopers. He also, of course, used to be revered in Marks and
Spencer's!
My Care Consultant
navigates the elderly care maze for you,
taking the stress away from preparing
for care.

We can help you with:
· Finding the best care
· Financial planning
· Property
· Wills & Power of Attorney
Contact us for a free consultation
Email: ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk
Phone: (020) 3290 3110
Website: www.mycareconsultant.co.uk

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent Br2 0ET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454 716
Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com
J.I.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P

24 years experience

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Link Parish
St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

Every Monday 8-9p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel: 8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279
A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

WORSHIP

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

Every Sunday
08.00
10.30

18.30

Holy Communion
Family Communion, except when
notified. During term time there are
separate groups in the Church Hall
for children aged 0-18.
Choral Evensong
(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday
17.00 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday
10.00 Holy Communion
Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.
PARISH DIRECTORY
Vicar
(Sat - Thu)
Associate Vicar
Associate Vicar
(Sun, Mon, Wed)
L. L. M.

Rev. M. Finch
8464 8065
revfinch@btinternet.com
Rev. R. Finch
8464 8065
Rev. J. Peters 07531 617302/
8460 5682
Mrs S. Aldred
8460 3978
Mrs C. Bingham
Readers
Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Mr. S. Buchanan 8777 8008
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison
8464 0284
Mrs. D. Speller
8466 1184
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178
Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake
8460 5682
Assistant
Mrs. E. Parker
8460 5682
Churchwardens
Mr. A. Williams 07914343495
Mrs C. Corbin 07973295134
Deputies
Mrs. A. Swatton
8650 1114
Mrs. P. Chase
8464 6188
Miss A. Parks
8464 1157
Mr. S. Clark
8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper
8460 0682
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027
PCC Secretary
Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Treasurer
Mr. T. Dawson
8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg
8290 0613
Organist and Director of Music
Canon C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Assistant Organist Mr Daniel Beach 8289 6510
Electoral Roll
Mrs. M. Shaw
8460 9681
Stewardship
Mr. J. Westropp
8650 5178
Junior Church
Mrs. S. Aldred
8460 3978

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879
* FAMILY RUN
* 24 hours a day
* Personal service
* Modern or
* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given
Classsic funeral fleet
For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder
please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK

020 8777 4502
Website www.jrkillick.co.uk
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands
The Family Law Specialists

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult
time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email
confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Based just off Beckenham High Street
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

·All aspects of general dental care in a friendly,
relaxed environment

·New NHS and private patients welcome
020 8466 7393
www.ferndale-dental.co.uk
250 Bromley Road, Shortlands, BR2 0BW

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

Langley School of Dancing
Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba
from age 2½ to adult - at St. Mary’s Hall

Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser
over 25 years experience 07958 210577

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Creativity, Confidence
Communication

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken
Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs

01689 812 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

PARISH OFFICE Tel: 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings
can be obtained during these hours.
ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS
Mothers & ToddlersMrs. J. Runicles 8650 4553
Mothers' Union Fellowship Group
Mrs. P. White
8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's
Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
For admissions to Beavers,Cubs & Scouts please
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com
Scouts (Fri)
Mr. R. Howe
8462 7132
Cubs (Mon)
Mrs. P. Braithwaite8460 4152
Cubs (Tues)
Mr. J. Griffiths 07954 437658
Beavers
Mr C. Wood
8658 1825
For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies &
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
Guides (Tues.)
Ms. N. Keast 07516 650940
Guides (Fri.)
Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Miss. K. Higgs
8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran
8249 0984
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. S. Tight
8460 8122
Rainbows
Ms. W. Keeping 8466 1599
Mrs. S. Tight
8460 8122
Pre-School
Mrs. P. Chase
8290 6704
or 07960 988552
The 2WW's
Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
Church Flowers
Mrs. M. Parr
8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link
Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade
Mrs. C Willatt
8313 0246
Mobility Class
Mrs. Jan Boam 8460 7101
LOCAL CONTACTS
Cllr. M. Cooke
020 3665 0357
(Email:Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr D. Jefferys
020 8460 6030
(Email:david.jefferys@bromley.gov.uk)
Residents' Association
8460 4060
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood
8721 2614
SPAN INFORMATION
Website
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial
Parish Office
8460 5682
Distribution Mr. M. Harrison
8464 0284
Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those supported by the
publishers, and no responsibility can be
accepted for accuracy. The publishers
cannot accept responsibility for work
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £18.00 per column inch per issue.
For details call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0HG

LOCAL PLUMBER
(Beckenham)

All types of general plumbing
Toilets, Showers, Taps, Ball Valves.
BATHROOM INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS.

07793 867306 Ask for Michael

A home visiting service for:
·
Powers of Attorney from £250
·
Attendance Allowance form completion
·
Understanding dementia and setting up care
·
Funeral Plans
Please call Andrea - 020 8776 0456 or 07931 933808
www.independentdementiasupport.co.uk

Local, friendly and professional building
company for your larger projects.
Telephone - 020 8679 4425
Email - flowtech@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile - 07958 608590 Website - www.flowtechservices.com

Blocked Drains Cleared > High Pressure Water Jetting
Drainage Installation & Repairs > CCTV Surveys

HANDYMAN SHORTLANDS
Competitive rates, professional , reliable
service.
Most trades covered.
Call John Prior 07967963162 / 02086998695
or email JOHNPRIOR2000@live.com
Beckenham based Funeral Caterer
Established for over 25 years and
able to provide catering and
waitress service in your own home
or a venue of your choice.
To see our suggested menus please go to
www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

Extensions, Conversions,
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available
No job too large
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769 M: 07949 593294

A flexible and friendly care
service in your own home.
·
Companionship

·
Personal care

·
Shopping
Specialist dementia care ·

Contact us on

020 8658 2535

www.homeinstead.co.uk/bromley-chislehurst-orpington

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

… Decorating … Tiling …
Decking … Carpentry …
and more.

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

HOLT MAINTENANCE

ROOFING

Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning,
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning.
Accredited Safe Contractor

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

Tel. 07956 172979

HARRY ALLEN

020 8402 0156

