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Special Events and Services

Sunday 10 January - Epiphany Sunday
10.30am  Family Communion

Sunday 17 January
6.30pm   Choral Evensong
             Responses: Reading
                Canticles: Dyson in F
                Anthem: There shall be a Star - Mendelssohn

Sunday 31 January - Stewardship Sunday
10.30am  Family Communion

Sunday 7 February
6.30pm   An Evening Service to Celebrate 

  Candlemas

Stay in touch!
To keep up with news from St. Mary's in between editions of 
SPAN, you can like our page on Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter – search for ‘St Mary's Shortlands'. 

Don’t forget our website 
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk    

Stuart Buchanan

DISCOVERING THE PAST: 
As part of the 60th anniversary of St Mary's church building, children 

learned about life during World War Two. More detail inside.

Pictured (left to right) Theo McClure, Millie Hollingdale, Fabian Bailey

January the sixth, Epiphany, is the day when churches celebrate the kings, sometimes referred to as wise men or 

magi, visiting the infant Jesus in Bethlehem.  It also marks the end of Christmas: the time to take down the cards, 

lights and decorations and return the crib, holy family, shepherds, sheep, angels and those kings to the box; putting 

them away for another year.   As you put away the kings, or any Christmas cards that feature them, do you ever 

wonder what happened to them or how the visit might have changed them?

The brief account of their visit in Matthew's gospel says that 'having been warned in a dream not to return to King 

Herod they returned by another road'.  Clearly they avoided Jerusalem on their return journey, but it is telling us 

something deeper as well. 

The kings were star-gazers.  Whether you interpret the future by looking at the stars in the wide clear skies of the 

Middle East, or reading your horoscope in the newspaper, you have a view of a world where the future has already 

been determined and there is nothing that you can do about it. 

The kings clearly believed this and had invested a lot of time making a difficult journey to Bethlehem on this basis. 

But something in their encounter with the infant Jesus changed this view. They now understood that they had 

choices; choices that could change future events.  If they returned via Jerusalem, Herod would kill Jesus. If they 

returned by a different road Jesus would survive.  The rest of the gospels are full of stories of people being changed 

by encounters with Jesus; realising that they have choices and that these choices will make a difference.

As you pack away the kings, you may wish to remember how they were changed by their meeting with Jesus. As 

you pack away Jesus, or pictures of him on Christmas cards, you may ask yourself if you encountered him in any new 

way at Christmas and whether you should find out more about how he changes other lives. As you look towards the 

New Year, and prepare to face the opportunities and challenges that it will bring, what choices will you face and 

how might they change things for other people?



Refreshers
Family-owned Independent Wine Merchant

60 Beckenham Lane, Shortlands
020 8460 7441

www.refreshers.uk.com
Free local delivery / Party Planning / Glass and Fridge Hire

From the
Registers

Remembering

Confirmation

Confirming their Christian faith:

15 Nov                    Wendy Weston

                         Gavin Seabrook

                                                    Christmas cards 
        Due to very few entries being received for consideration it has been 
                   decided not to produce a card  

The Leprosy Mission
Leprosy is widely believed to be the world's oldest disease, and it is 

certainly one of the most stigmatised.  

The disease destroys nerve tissue and, because of the loss of 

sensation, a person may put their hand into boiling water or step 

on a sharp object and feel nothing.  The injury causes no pain and 

the patient, often living in poverty, ignores their treatment.  Left 

unchecked, the infection consumes bone mass: the result is that the 

finger or toe, foot or hand look as if they have been gnawed off.  

Sufferers are excluded from society and are often unable to access 

healthcare.

Since 1982, leprosy has been curable with multidrug therapy and 

research to produce a vaccine to prevent the spread of leprosy 

continues.  Early diagnosis and treatment are essential to prevent 

sufferers from consequential and permanent injury and disability.

The Leprosy Mission (TLM) is a Christian organisation working in 

over thirty countries worldwide, principally in Africa and Asia, 

transforming the lives of those affected.  TLM has a vision for a 

world without leprosy.  Sadly there are currently more than three 

million people living with irreversible disabilities, and World Health 

Organisation records show that someone is diagnosed with leprosy 

every two minutes.

St Mary's has for many years supported TLM and further informa-

tion is available on the display at the back of church throughout the 

month or at www.leprosymission.org.uk.

Mission of the month  

A conversation between God and people
Choral Evensong is a particularly English style of evening prayer which is celebrated by Anglicans around 

the world.  In England it dates from Thomas Cranmer's first Book of Common Prayer in 1549, when he joined 

the Latin offices of Vespers (evening prayer) and Compline (night prayer) to produce English Evensong as the 

regular prayer at the end of the day.

Choral Evensong consists of Prayers, Collects, Canticles (the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis), Psalms, 

Responses and an Anthem.  It is drawn almost entirely from the Bible.  Its primary purpose is to proclaim the 

wonderful works of God in history and in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Its secondary purpose 

is to evoke from the worshipper a response of praise, penitence, prayer and obedience.

A service sheet from Coventry cathedral has described it as '...a very tiny fragment of something else.  

When you come to Evensong it is as if you were dropping in on a conversation already in progress.  A  

conversation between God and people which began long before you were born and will go on long after you 

are dead'.

At St Mary's we generally have Choral Evensong on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  Do come and support 

this wonderful tradition of church music on Sunday 17th January at 6.30pm to hear our wonderful choir.  We 

will be singing the Canticles by Dyson in F, Responses by Reading and the Anthem will be 'There shall be a Star' 

by Mendelssohn.

If anyone would like to join the choir please call Canon Claire Tillotson, Director of Music on 020 8460 7368

At Rest
We extend our sympathy to those 

who loved:

Jean Woolgar       17 Dec  aged 89

Dinner date reminder!
Our Annual Dinner will be held 

at 
The Langley Park Golf Club 

on 
Saturday 30th January 2016.  

Tickets are £39 each, 
include 

after dinner entertainment, 
and can be purchased from the 

Parish Office.

ST. MARY’S PRE-SCHOOL - STAFF VACANCY
A qualified person (level 2 or higher) is required to work 3 or 4 

mornings a week during term time. Consideration may be given to 
someone unqualified who is willing to undertake training.

The successful candidate will be required to obtain an  enhanced 
DBS disclosure. Hours 8.45 - 12.45. 

Please contact Pat Chase Tel: 07941 695183

Churches Together

Each year churches observe the week of prayer for 

Christian Unity which runs from 18th - 25th 

January. We are encouraged to attend services in 

different churches during this period. 

Churches Together in Beckenham have identified the following 

midweek services at which people from other churches are particularly 

welcome. Tues 19th 7.30pm St George's, Wed 20th 10am St Mary's, 

Shortlands, Fri 22nd 12 noon at Elmers End Free Church and Sat 23rd St 

George's at 9.30am. 

The theme for this week in 2016 is “Salt of the 

Earth” and has been prepared for worldwide use by 

the Christians of Latvia. It is based around the 

verses 1 Peter 2:9-10. Peter's first letter is an 

encouragement to the newly baptised to live holy 

lives and to answer the calling shared by all the 

baptised to proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord. 

Father Christmas made a special appearance at the St Mary's 

Christmas Fair

The Guides helped a band of volunteers to tidy the church gardens 

in December.  Help with the garden is always welcome: enquire at 

the Parish Office for more information



 

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent Br2 0ET

Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198

Mob: 07721 454 716

Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com

J.I.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P                      24 years experience

SPAN needs you!
Can you help sort or deliver 
SPAN?

Contact Mike Harrison
t: 020 8464 0284
e: mike.harrison@ntlworld.com

SPAN THANKS
We record our thanks this 

month for gifts
amounting to £10.00

Painting 
&

 Decorating
by a time served tradesman of 

forty two years experience

City & Guilds 

College instructor - Assessor

T: 020 8650 7973

M: 07841 655733

www.stretton-downes.co.uk

A diamond day
On 22nd November St Mary's celebrated the 60th anniversary of the day when the 

church, rebuilt after the war, was dedicated or 'consecrated'.

Bob Stewart MP popped in to see the displays, which told the story of how the 

original church,  which dated from 1868, was reduced to rubble by a V1 flying bomb in 

July 1944.  The church's spire fell in one piece, flat on the ground: local children joked 

that they could walk up the spire without needing a steeplejack's harness!

The displays included a piece of shrapnel, believed to be from one of the bombs and 

recovered from near the west window.  There was also a piece of carved window 

masonry from the old church, which has had a home in a garden rockery in St Mary's 

Avenue for many years.

While the church congregation raised the funds to build the new church they 

worshipped in a parish room in Shortlands village, and, on the anniversary of the 

bombing, in a tent on the site.  Once they started building the new church, services were 

held in and around the building site!  The church was consecrated on 20 November 

1955.

As part of the commemorative events, a workshop was held for children during 

which they learned about life during World War Two.  

A short reflection was held close to the War Memorial during which those from 

Shortlands who died in the service of their country were remembered, and we thought 

about some of the events of the War which affected our community during that time.

A Songs of Praise service included hymns that were sung during the service of 

consecration 60 years ago, and Rev Richard Finch reminded us that the church is its 

people.  We took stones from a cairn away with us to remind us that we take the love of 

God out into our daily lives.

 The original Victorian church

 The church in ruins

 Worshipping on a construction site

 A moment of reflection close to the war memorial

 Discovering wartime memories



ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS 
Mothers & ToddlersMrs. J. Runicles    8650 4553
Mothers' Union Fellowship Group

Mrs. P. White         8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's

Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947

 
Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe          8462 7132
Cubs (Mon)            Mrs. P. Braithwaite8460 4152
Cubs (Tues) Mr. J. Griffiths  07954 437658
Beavers Mrs H. Ashford07979 504079

Guides (Tues.) Ms. N. Keast   07516 650940
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson   8460 5884 
Brownies (Mon.) Miss. K. Higgs 8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran

 8249 0984
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. S. Tight 8460 8122
Rainbows Ms. W. Keeping 8466 1599 

Mrs. S. Tight 8460 8122
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

 or 07960 988552 
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299 
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 8313 0246

 

PARISH OFFICE Tel: 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.  
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings 
can be obtained during these hours. 

ROOFING
 ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
 GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning,  
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning.

Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel.  07956 172979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of 
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL CONTACTS 
Cllr. M. Cooke 020 3665 0357

(Email:Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr D. Jefferys 020 8460 6030

(Email:david.jefferys@bromley.gov.uk)
Residents' Association 8460 4060
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 8721 2614

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Vicar                         Rev. M. Finch          8464 8065
     (Sat - Thu)                    revfinch@btinternet.com
Associate Vicar          Rev. R. Finch          8464 8065 
Associate Vicar          Rev. J. Peters  07531 617302/

(Sun, Mon, Wed)        8460 5682
Reader Emeritus Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Readers Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259

Mr. S. Buchanan      8777 8008 
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison      8464 0284

Mrs. D. Speller 8466 1184
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator  Ms. N. Blake      8460 5682
Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mr. A. Williams   

Dr. D. Jefferys         8460 6030
Deputies Mrs. A. Swatton      8650 1114     

Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188
Miss A. Parks 8464 1157 
Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027

PCC Secretary Miss  J.  Rambridge8650 0947 
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0031
Organist and Director of Music

Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Assistant Organist      Mr Daniel Beach     8289 6510
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3978

07914343495

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS   Est 1879 

* FAMILY RUN * 24 hours a day

* Personal service * Modern or 

* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given                   Classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder 

please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK   

020 8777 4502        

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser 
over 25 years experience   07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5  years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling  … 
Decking … Carpentry … 

and more.

DON’T 
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
 or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries, 

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell 
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

    Langley School of Dancing

  Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

   from age 2½ to adult   -   at St. Mary’s Hall

    Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

 

HOMEOPATHY & REFLEXOLOGY

Josephine Adam 
Homeopath  BSc  LCHE  RSHom  RGN

0744 348 2887
josephine.adam@live.co.uk

L O C A L  P L U M B E R
(Beckenham)

All types of general plumbing

Toilets, Showers, Taps, Ball Valves. 

B A T H R O O M  I N S T A L L A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S .

07793 867306    Ask for Michael

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs01689 812 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

Creativity, Confidence

Communication

SPAN INFORMATION
Website           www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial           Parish Office                8460 5682 
Distribution     Mr. M. Harrison           8464 0284
Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the 
publishers, and no responsibility can be 
accepted for accuracy. The publishers 
cannot accept responsibility for work 
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £17.00 per column inch per issue. 
For details  call 8460 5682 during office hours. 
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church 
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0HG  

Extensions, Conversions, 
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available
No job too large
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769   M: 07949 593294

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects.

WORSHIP 
Every Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion 

10.30 Family Communion, except when 

notified. During term time there are 

separate groups in the Church Hall 

for children aged 0-18.

18.30 Choral Evensong

(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday

17.00 Evening Prayers

Every Wednesday

10.00 Holy Communion

Further information about all services 
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

In their capacity as Funeral 

Directors the Killick family have 

provided the local community with 

personal and efficient service for over 

135 years

Private Chapel of Rest

24 hour service

Classic or modern cortege

Advice given on pre-arranged funeral 

plans

Please ask for an information folder 

and estimate.

Telephone Peter or Michael Killick 

on 020 8777-4502

Website   www.jrkillick.co.uk (full 

fee list shown)

112 High Street, West Wickham, 

Kent, BR4 0ND

Established for over 25 years and 
able to provide catering and 

waitress service in your own home 
or a venue of your choice.

To see our suggested menus please go to 
 or tel: 020 8658 5008www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

For admissions to Beavers,Cubs & Scouts please 
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

·

·New NHS and private patients welcome

All aspects of general dental care in a friendly, 
relaxed environment

020 8466 7393
www.ferndale-dental.co.uk

250 Bromley Road, Shortlands, BR2 0BW

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult 
time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in 
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email 

confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk  

   Based just off Beckenham High Street
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

The Family Law Specialists

A  flexible  and  friendly  care

service  in  your  own  home.

·  

·

Personal care

 Shopping

·

·

 Companionship

Specialist dementia care    

Contact  us  on  020  8658  2535
www.homeinstead.co.uk/bromley-chislehurst-orpington

NEW YEAR NEW YOU

*   STOP SMOKING IN ONE SESSION!

*   LOSE WEIGHT 

*   GAIN CONFIDENCE

*   OVERCOME DEPRESSION

*   TAKE BACK CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE!
     CALL:  07710564456

     CONTACT: caberigliano@aol.com / WWW.CB-HYPNOTHERAPY.COM

 HANDYMAN SHORTLANDS
Competitive rates, professional , reliable 

service.
Most trades covered.

Call John Prior 07967963162 / 02086998695
or email JOHNPRIOR200@live.com

http://www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk
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