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Barbara Bailes has painted three original paintings inspired by
the song ‘Take Me Up The Tyne In A Little Boat’ by Eric Boswell.
Each features ‘the little boat’, and we will sing the song at the
celebration service.

Cards and bookmarks
showing the artwork will

be available for sale at the
Cathedral and later. The cards
are in A5 format, with an
envelope (cost £1 min). They
feature the 150 Anniversary

logos. Bookmarks cost 50p.

A fourth bookmark shows Mary
Sumner, with the Mary Sumner
Prayer. Each bookmark has the
Diocesan 150th Lantern logo on the
reverse. Proceeds to local Mothers’
Union Projects

Please buy at the Cathedral

or contact Barbara Bailes at
bamicajo@yahoo.co.uk or 07484
635868

Barbara Bailes is Branch Leader,
Holy Cross, Newcastle

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE MOTH
UNION PRAYER CHAIN

Our diocesan Chain of Prayer has been in
existence for many years.

It is a very important link in which we pray
for members and non-members alike when
needed. This is in addition to branch prayer.

Please get in touch to request prayers. The
request is then passed along the chain and is
confidential. We appreciate updates so that we
can share in the progress of those prayed for.

We are a group of seven, praying each day;
more people to join the chain would be most
welcome.

Contact: Ann Mitchell
Mob: 07496 912 768
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A letter from our President

Dear Friends

The coach has just left London to deliver us back to
Carlisle after the most stimulating few days attending
our Britain and Ireland 150 years celebrations.

One of the many quotes from our WWP Kathleen Snow
was “Ordinary people doing extraordinary things”

We met some wonderful people and said farewell to
our CEO of nearly 11 years Bev Julien. We thank her for
her guidance and wish her well for the future.

The 3.4 million people we helped in 2025, the support
locally and globally is mind blowing.

prayer.

When caring, like-minded people
get together the atmosphere is
awe inspiring and humbling at the
same time. | am so proud of what
we can achieve and thank you for
making it possible.

Please enjoy your celebrations as
we go forward, ordinary people doing extraordinary
things, to touch more lives for good with love, care and

With love, MaQ rg 5

MU Provincial Service in Manchester
(athedral to mark 150 years of MU

ET amidst the medieval

quarter of Manchester, on

a cool and sunny day, the

Cathedral welcomed members
from across the York Province. The
celebration service was lively and
moving, with about 300 members
meeting old friends and making
new ones. A young local lady was
so impressed she left determined to
find a local MU branch.

The Bishop of Middleton, the
Right Revd Mark Davies, and
Provincial President Christine
Sharp welcomed us. The diocesan
banners were processed in - and a
few eyes glistened. Derek carried
the Newcastle banner alongside
our Diocesan President Margy

(in MU blue) and Anne Archer
with the Indoor Members Book.
The occasional trip hazards were
navigated successfully.

St Francis’ Canticle (All creatures
of our God and King) opened the
worship. We offered thanks and
expressed our hopes in the words
of the new Provincial prayer. The

Banners and world flags

Cathedral Voluntary Choir intoned
psalm 127 beautifully. 1 Corinthians
13 was read by the Lord Lieutenant
and we rejoined with ‘Be thou my
vision’.

Margy read Matthew 25:31-40. A
soloist sang ‘Beauty for brokenness’
and the person next to me shed a
tear. The Dean, the Very Revd Rogers
Govender, spoke strongly about Mary
Sumner’s vision and the
work of over 150 years,
encouraging us in our
current endeavours globally
and locally. We sang ‘Let all
the world in every corner
sing’ - and made sure our
corner of the world was
loudly included.

Deb Lee was interviewed
about the work of trustees
and engaged us with
stories from across the
world, including some from
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Processing in Manchester Cathedral

her cycling marathons: neither wind
nor storm, nor pot-holes nor spills
deter this lady, even cycling from
York Minster to St Paul’s London

in June. Debs reminded us that we
are a world-wide family; growing in
faith, living in action and united in
fellowship.

Each of our link Dioceses was
remembered by name and with
national flags and candles on a
world-wide table: Margaret Riches
from Amble laid candles on behalf

of Newcastle’s five links. The
Provincial Prayer Capsule was handed
over for the first leg of its journey
appropriately ‘blessed’ on its way with
Mary Sumner’s prayer. The Diocesan
Chaplain led intercessions, concluding
with the Mothers’ Union Prayer.

‘Lord for the years your love has kept
and guided’ brought our worship
towards its close, then a final prayer
of thanks. Before the blessing the
bishop had a ‘last word’ to encourage
us and challenge us

with a heap of humour

and hope as we embark

upon the next 150

years. Did we enjoy the

day? Of course we did.

The Revd Anne Matrr,
Chaplain



Journey of the
Prayer (apsule

HETHER or not you saw it
on its journey through the
Diocese, this small cylinder

has brought unexpected blessings.

It brought Carlisle and Newcastle
together at Hexham Abbey for prayer
and cross-county conversation. It
brought Newcastle and Durham
together for prayer and more cross-
county conversation at St Cuthbert’s
in Chester-le-Street. It made its first
diocesan visit to the tranquil Lady’s

Refreshments at Hexham Abbey

Well in Upper Coquetdale, where the oldest church in
the Diocese can be found. It is the least well-known
Christian site in Northumbrian history: Paulinus may
have baptised travellers here when he converted King
Edwin to Christianity. The capsule also traversed the
causeway to Lindisfarne to acknowledge Aidan’s part
in our history. It paid homage at Sycamore Gap to the
sprouting shoots that bear witness to new life, and it
called at Howick to encourage our Chestnut tree and
share midday prayers in St Michael and All Angels.

It called into a number of local MU branches for tea and
cake and left the diocese with a prayer inside written by
one of our members. In 150 years’ time, may whoever
opens it be blessed by the prayers and stories of
Mothers’ Union.

Anne Marr, Diocesan Chaplain

(apsule at Sycamore Gap

The MU prayer capsule travelled to
The MU branch at St Francis, High Heaton, met the time capsule on Thursday the stump of the felled sycamore
evening 14.5.26. Ascension Day prayers opened the meeting. Members tree which is producing new

hear about the progress of the capsule so far this week. Newcastle MU have  growth. In the same way the
shared in the capsule’s pilgrimage to places linked to Northumberland’s Newcastle Diocese Mothers’ Union
history, and our Christian faith. Our past inspires us to face the present with is displaying new life, adapting to
renewed expectation that God will use us as torch bearers. changing times creatively.

Capsule at St Francis, High Heaton
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Prayer (apsule Handover
at Hexham Abbey

O celebrate 150 years of

Mothers’ Union, a Prayer

Capsule travelled around the

Dioceses of York Province, it
contained a Prayer for the Province
written by Bishop John Thomson,
MU Chaplain for York Province and
in each Diocese visited, a Diocesan
Prayer was added.

On Sunday 10th May, at a Service

in Hexham Abbey the capsule was

handed over to Newcastle Diocese
by Carlisle Diocese.

After a welcome by the Revd Canon
David Glover, Rector of Hexham
Abbey, prayers were led by the
Carlisle MU Diocesan Chaplain,

the Revd Canon Angela Whittaker.
Mrs Carole Gardner, Vice president
of Carlisle Diocese read Carlisle’s
Diocesan Prayer and placed it in the
capsule. The Newcastle Diocesan
prayer was written and read by

the Revd Sheila Auld before it

was placed in the Capsule by our
Diocesan President, Mrs Margy
Tasker-Brown. Further prayers
were led by the Revd Anne Marr,
Newcastle MU Diocesan Chaplain.

The short but very meaningful
service was well attended by

Handover to Durham

Capsule visits quiz night

First Internet branch. Mother and

Baby Box fundraising Quiz on Friday

15th May raised a total of £355. It
was, as ever, supported by many
non MU members.

Knowing that this would be the case

| asked to host the Provincial Prayer
Capsule that night. This enabled
people outside our organisation to
witness one of the ways in which
we are celebrating our 150th
anniversary.

Sylvia Hickey, Branch Leader

members from Carlisle Diocese, and
members both local to Hexham and
further afield in the Diocese.

This was followed by light
refreshments supplied by Hexham
Abbey Branch. which were much
appreciated.

The Prayer Capsule stayed in the
Diocese for a week before being
handed over to Durham Diocese. It
was then delivered to Mary Sumner
House by Mrs Deb Lee, MU Zonal
trustee riding a bike from York to
London.
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This was not the first time that a
Prayer capsule was handed over

at Hexham Abbey. In 2001 as part
of 125th Celebrations of MU, a
Prayer capsule arrived in Hexham by
motor bike ridden by Mrs Elizabeth
Revett and was handed over to Mrs
Helen Brunton who was Diocesan
President at that time. It also
travelled by lifeboat from North
Northumberland on its way South
to County Durham.

Sheila Walker - Deanery Leader,
Corbridge with Hexham Deaneries

Capsulein front of St Aidan on Holy Island,
held by the Revd Diana MacNaughton

During its week in Newcastle
Diocese our President, Margy,
accompanied the capsule every step
of the way, visiting many branches
and special places. Editor




N a rainy June evening St with true faith. In her
Paul’s Cathedral in London welcome our patron The
was the venue to mark Most Revd and Rt Hon.
and celebrate 150 years Dame Sarah Mullally,
of faith and service with Mothers’ Archbishop of Canterbury,
Union, at a very special Eucharist. told everyone that the

world was a better place
because MU members
‘pushed up their sleeves
and just got on with it’.
In her sermon later,
relating to the readings,
she preached about being
the salt and light in the
world. She recognised
entered from a rainy evening but we
all left uplifted from this amazing
service.
Jackie Moore
This milestone in the history of
the organisation brought more

than 1500 members and friends

from across the world to worship

together. Hymns were sung with that we were rooted and grounded

gusto, reading were read with in the love of Christ and this was

meaning and prayers for the past, what sustained us. There were many

present and future hope were said long queues for communion but
at this time the building
was filled with music
from the choir and the
congregation singing.
The service was truly
filled with love, joy, peace
and hope. We may have
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N Thursday 11th June about

800 members and others

came to Westminster from

all over Britain and Ireland
as well as some from our Worldwide
family. We met at the wonderful
Emmanuel Centre, a Grade 2 listed
Christian Centre very close to Mary
Sumner House. Throughout the day
there was a feeling of excitement
and fellowship, and it was good
to meet again with friends from
other Dioceses, and to make new
friendships.

After opening prayers with our
Bishop Ambassador the Rt Revd Kelly
Betteridge, Bishop of Basingstoke,
we were greeted by our Worldwide
President Kathleen Snow and our
CEO Bev Jullien, who led a ‘shout
out’ from every province present.
Kathleen is from Canada and is only
the second WWP from outside
Britain and Ireland, as Mothers’ Union
gradually becomes an organisation
led by a truly international team
under a Trustee Board which
represents every continent.

N 8th June eight members
from Newcastle Diocese
travelled to Carlisle for
an overnight stop, before

boarding the coach, at 6am, for

the Holiday Inn in Shepperton, the
home of Shepperton Film Studios,
where some iconic films were made,
with plentiful photos of actors and
actresses in action!

We had numerous stops to pick
up the rest of the travellers from

Six former Worldwide Presidents
then each shared their memories of
terms of office which had spanned
about 40 years altogether. They gave
a fascinating insight into the way in
which Mothers’ Union has developed,
and the challenges faced in each era,
as we seek to reach out to families all
over the world.

During the lunch break we were

able to go in groups to Mary Sumner
House, where we saw a special 150th
Anniversary exhibition exploring the
whole history of Mothers’ Union as it
grew from a small parish group to a
global power.

In the afternoon we turned our focus
to work taking place today. Rightly,
Domestic Abuse has become a major
focus recently, and this was tackled

in a role play based around a football
game: domestic abuse can rise by 40%
after a World Cup match, whether we
win or lose. Mothers’ Union is helping
through many initiatives such as the
Rise Up campaign.

Homelessness is also a major
problem and is being tackled in
Coventry Diocese by a large-scale

Carlisle Diocese making 32 of us
altogether. We had a two hour
break in Coventry, where we were
able to visit the Cathedral in all

its glory with a heavy
emphasis on reconciliation.
“Father, forgive” was the
common theme. A Litany
of Reconciliation was read
out by one of the Cathedral
Staff, at 12 midday. |
immediately thought of our
own Midday Prayers, only
ours are worldwide! We
arrived at the Holiday Inn
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project. Leeds Diocese is working

in New Hall women'’s prison to give
women skills and self-belief through
a cooking project. Impressive AFIA
holiday projects are widespread and
are having an impact on traumatised
families.

Our consideration of Safeguarding
brought us a very uplifting
presentation, when four young
ambassadors of the Girls’ Brigade
came and spoke passionately about
the need to involve young women in
Christian organisations, and to boost
their self-awareness.

As we drew to a close, WWP
Kathleen Snow praised the
contribution of our CEO Bev Jullien
over eleven years, with a warm
retirement presentation.

The Annual Gathering captured

the spirit of Mothers’ Union and
celebrated its development over

150 years, giving us confidence

for the future, and commitment to
continue reaching out to families and
communities all over the world.

Barbara Packer

tired after a long journey and looking
forward to the next day.

Anne Brunton

Coventry Cathedral

Several other members from Newcastle
Diocese travelled independently, either
for just the service or for the whole
experience.



Visit to the Under-Fives hub at the
(edarwood centre, North Shields

and we wish it well for the future. We
plan to help them take the children
on an Awayday shortly.

Linda Benneworth

After receiving all the toys on the
wish list, Shelley wrote:

‘Thank you so much for such a
generous donation. The children
absolutely love them all’ Shelley

HE staff at the Cedarwood

centre are working very

hard to improve learning

opportunities and
meaningful enjoyment activities
for youngsters on the Meadowell
estate in North Shields. To
encourage these, the CEO, Dr
Solomon Lomax, and his staff have
put out an appeal for books and a
variety of toys including a wooden
climbing frame, a spinning chair
and a story sack. In response to
this request a small group from
Mothers’ Union went to meet
Shelley Henderson, the Early Years
Practitioner, and to look around the
centre. We were very impressed by
all the things provided free in the
playgroup. This is open from 9am
to 2.30pm each weekday for pre-
school children and is free for all.
During holidays older children are
also welcome.

They have small extra touches too: E t t th
clothes and wellington boots can be
donated to be taken by children who astéra e

need them. The photograph shows Northumberland

the free “wellies” and clothes which

can be taken by needy recipients. REfuge

Outside there is a wonderful

interactive play area with equipment  First Internet Branch provided 24
which can be easily accessed by “Real Easter Eggs”, one for each
wheelchair users. There is enormous  child in North Tyneside Refuge.
potential for this hub and Mothers’ The 16 women each received
Union has generously provided an Easter card containing a £10
funding for the equipment “wish list”  Greggs food voucher.
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Bedding for the
Refuges

Yesterday, 1st June, on behalf of
the First Internet Group, | delivered
a large consignment of bed linen
and towels to the Northumberland
Refuge donated by Tesco Kingston
Park. This is the result of a working
relationship developed from our
Christmas food project for the
Refuges when Lesley, the Community
Champion, puts our large order
together for our collection.

Two weeks ago | delivered a similar
load to the North Tyneside Refuge.
This had been generously donated by
a non MU lady from Amble who had
heard about First Internet work from
a member of Amble branch.

Sylvia Hickey

Gifts Bags for the People’s Kitchen December 2025

173 bags were packed this year. Following advice from People’s Kitchen, they
contained warm hats and gloves but no toiletries. Also included were some
sweets, a personally written Christmas Card and a £10 Greggs voucher.

Anne Marr, Chaplain

Packing the dressing gowns

Dressing gowns for the refuge

Members of St Cuthbert, Blyth MU wanted to ensure that every woman at
the Northumberland refuge had a warm dressing gown.

Canon Jennifer Snowdon, Branch Leader
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AROUNDTHE D0 CESE

Supporting refugees at the (alais crossing

On 13th April St Peter’'s Monkseaton MU welcomed
Bishop Mark Bryant to our meeting. He told us that
he has made about 6 visits to Calais over recent years,
to support work with families trying to cross the
channel in small boats.

A joint meeting
Holy Nativity, Chapel House and St Johns’ Whorlton
enjoyed a meeting together. Our speaker was Donna

Robinson who is the Asda champion at Metro
Centre Shop.

Donna was ordained Deacon last year and she talked
about combining her faith with her job at Asda. She
brought a box of items for hospital bags for Newcastle
Hospitals.

Dorothy Walker

He stays at Maria Scotsova House, a Christian

house which can accommodate about 14 people

at a time, in addition to the volunteers. Most are
women accompanied by children, who may have been
travelling for many years, and are often at a moment of
crisis, illness or abuse. Some of the volunteers can help
by looking after the children, to give Mum a break, and
provide a little stimulus to the children. Mothers can
cook and often do so continuously. The toll on them is
huge.

Mark told of one Sudanese woman with 5 chidren, who
had been travelling for 5 years, and had faced extortion
many times as she tried to cross, but her care of the
children was exemplary. When people leave the house
to try to get a passage, their bed is kept for 3 nights so
that they can return if it seems unsafe.

There are about 700-1,000 people camping around
Calais at any time in grim conditions. The police disrupt
the camps about every 3 days and it is getting harder
to cross as the boats are not allowed to come in close,
so people wade out and get very wet before boarding.
In Calais there are also hundreds of young people
(often highly qualified) from all over Europe who come
to help - some for a few weeks and some for up to a
year, particularly working with the children - but never
helping them to cross the channel.

‘The boat people’ only make up a very small proportion
of total immigrants. It is likely that if a preliminary
vetting could be undertaken in Calais, nearly all of
those coming from certain countries (e.g. Sudan) would
be accepted and could come by a safer route.

Barbara Packer

10

Diocesan Members Day - Saturday 18th April

| opened up this Diocesan Members’ Day to anyone
across the Diocese who was interested in joining us. This
was because our speaker that day was a representative
from Age U.K. With our aging membership | felt it could
be of value to many of our members.

More than 30 people took advantage of this opportunity.
Age U.K explained the many services they could provide,
e.g. help for anyone just discharged from hospital,

help with on-line skills etc. Each attendee received an
information pack to take away. As always there was time
to socialise over a scone, slice of cake and a cup of tea.

This proved to be very useful and enjoyable afternoon
and | think | shall repeat the idea of an extended meeting

Sylvia Hickey, Diocesan Members’ Coordinator
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St Bart’s Long Benton Branch Update

St Bart’s annual Soup and Sandwich lunch held in
March raised over £200. This year the money raised
was used to provide short stay emergency hospital
bags for the Emergency Admissions Suite at the
Freeman Hospital.

Fifty bags have been delivered to the suite. St Bart's
Branch will continue to support Freeman Hospital in this
way, as they have done for many years.

Sheena Haynes, Branch Secretary

Upper Coquetdale Branch win the Rise Up
Bronze Award

The photo shows us having received the Bronze Rise Up
award today. We completed this in October when we
had Melanie from NDAS (Northumberland Domestic
Abuse Service) to share their work with us.

This was at our Christmas meeting where we shared
Mince pies and took part in a lighthearted Christmas
guiz on the events around Jesus’ birth. Alongside the
answers we learnt more about the symbolism of some of
the events.

Alison Ball (Branch Leader)

Holy Saviour, Tynemouth meal out

28 members of Holy Saviour MU enjoyed a New Year
meal together. Photo by Linda Benneworth

Members celebrate Midday Prayers at the Cathedral.

90th birthdays at Haydon Bridge with Beltingham & Henshaw
Branch. Audrey Mills (left) and Dorothy Forster calebrate 90th
birthdays this year. Here they are congratulated by Bishop John
and Barbara Packer when John came to talk about the role of
Bishops in the House of Lords.
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Sheila Smith, of St Cuthbert's,
Blyth MU cuts her spectacular
90th birthday cake.

See page 12

11

Margaret & John Chamberlin’s
Diamond Wedding.
See page 12



NOVEMBER
9th/10th York Provincial Conference,
where artwork will be judged

AUGUST SEPTEMBER DECEMBER .

8th at 2pm Celebration Walk from 7th Deadline for Autumn Newsletter: 4th Gift Bag Day and collection of
St John, Whorlton to Holy Nativity, copy to Barbara Packer, please Winter Journals at Church House
Chapel House (or meet at Holy 26th Trustees meet on Zoom at 10am  Every 1st Thursday - we meet for Midday
Nativity at 2.30pm if unable to walk); Prayers at the Cathedral, followed by Holy
followed by a short service and OCTOBER Communion. Come and meet others and
picnic. Donations to MU Projects. 24th Diocesan Council at 1.30pm perhaps stay for lunch!
All welcome. at Kingston Park, where we are ™ .

9th Mary Sumner Day - local events. collecting the artwork for ‘Through Do SR O oI pG:
Also Provincial Candle Day: each the eyes of a child’. website at Facd b
Diocese lights a candle at a specific www.munewcastle.org.uk A Pt
time and puts it on Facebook - our T
time is 9am.

Alison Hudspith
BIRTHDAYS DEATHS Earsdon & Backworth

100th Lily McLachne Janice Porter
Chapel House, Holy Nativity St Peter, Monkseaton N L eworth
Joyce Hedley . Patricia Woolard Lorna Hornby
Chapel House, Holy Nativity St Peter, Monkseaton

90th Jean Rewcastle ity St George, Cullercoats

Chapel House, Holy Nativit Ann Curry

SheiFI)a Rutherford Y Y Earsdon& Backworth Diocesan Member

Chapel House, Holy Nativity Joyce Tweedy Sheila Stoker

Maureen Carrick A.mble St Gabriel, Heaton

St Bartholomew, Long Benton Sheila R°b5_°_“ Jean Rewcastle

Joan Weldon Holy Nativity, Chapel House Holy Nativity, Chapel House

St Bartholomew, Long Benton Lily McLacf_\rie e [EE

Audrey Mills Holy Nativity, Chapel House St James, Morpeth

Haydon Bridge w. Beltingham & aged 100

penshaw Richard Ward Elke P.

Dorothy Forster ichard War e Patterson

Haydon Bridge w. Beltingham & NEW MEMBERS St Peter, Holy Saviour,

Henshaw Heather Wear Monkseaton Tynemouth

Valerie Faudry St Gabriel, Heaton Hilary Clark Nicola Bell

Hexham Abbey Maureen Austin St Peter, First Internet Branch

Audrey Boldon St Gabriel, Heaton Monkseaton Pat Halliday

Hexham Abbey Jane Skinner Mary Graham St Bartholomew, Long

e/ St Gabriel, Heaton Holy Saviour, Benton

Hexham Abbey Linda Hammond Tynemouth

Sheila Smith . St Gabriel, Heaton Maureen lons Apologies that the

Blyth, St Cuthbert (see pic) Fiona Ingham Holy Saviour, following new members’
80th Revd Anne Marr St Gabriel, Heaton Tynemouth Branch was mistakenly

MU Diocesan Chaplain Kym-Suzanne Leach Brenda King quoted:

Hexham Holy Saviour, Sheila Brown,
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES ~ 'esephine Matthews Tynemouth Penny Haines, Jean
Amble Jean Macdonald Goodfellow & Ann Foster

70th Pat and Gordon Batch, Lindsey Ware-Jarrett Holy Saviour, who all belong to

Choppington Ovingham Tynemouth St Michael, Alnwick
65th Sheila and Cecil Smith,

Blyth, St Cuthbert Mothers’ Union in Newcastle Diocese is a charity formed to serve families
DIAMOND WEDDING either in a family group or as individuals and walk with them by support through

. challenging times in their lives. The charity is 100% volunteer led. All monies
Margaret & John Chamberlin raised go into the many projects Mothers’ Union develops and delivers. If
St George, Cullercoats you would like to contribute to the work that Mothers’ Union does both in
GOLDEN WEDDING Newcastle Diocese and Worldwide you can contribute to our Virgin Giving site:
Alyson & Colin Thomson, www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.
St Bartholomew, Long Benton action?charityld=1008779

N N N CONTACT DETAILS
0 Address: Church House, St Johns Terrace,

Christian care for families North Shields NE29 6HS
Newcastle  Website: www.munewcastle.org.uk
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