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In the bible we hear about Caesar and the might of the Roman occupation,
but this is a different Caesar. In the 12th chapter of Mark’s Gospel we come
across Tiberius Caesar, when Jesus was asked about the payment of taxes to
Caesar. Jesus saw through the hypocrisy of the question and said, “Why are
you trying to trap me? Show me a Roman coin”. When they handed it to him,
he asked, “Whose picture and title are stamped on it?” “Caesar’s,” they
replied. “Well, then,” Jesus said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar,
and give to God what belongs to God.” His reply completely amazed them.

257000

There is no doubt of our legal obligation as citizens to pay the taxes levied
by the UK government. That is our duty as these taxes fund public services,
policies and strategies of our elected government and the maintenance of
infrastructures to keep the country running. However even more people will
genuinely struggle to pay what is owed ‘to Caesar’ because of the alarming
increase to the cost of living. Many more individuals and families will have
some hard decisions to make, whether to ‘heat or eat.’ Even though we are
in the 21st century and the sixth richest country in the world, we are possibly
having a small glimpse of what the Jews were experiencing under an
occupying military force. There’s little difference to the levying of taxes
during the Roman Empire and the times of the ‘Caesars’ the rich getting
richer and the poor getting poorer.
But what about those things belonging to God? In response to Job’s
questions in the 38th chapter, God posed the following counter-questions:
“Where does light come from and where does darkness go? Can you take
each to its home? Do you know how to get there? Where is the path of the
source of light? Where is the home of the east wind? Who created a channel
for the torrents of rain? Who laid out the path for the lightning? Who makes
the rain fall on barren land, in a desert where no one lives? My point
however, is knowing what God’s natural wonders are. When we hear God’s
words, we understand that we are God’s masterpiece. We appreciate that
God has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He
planned for us long ago.

Even now we are to count our blessings and to be thankful for the gifts that
we have. As Christians we are called to share those gifts, which can start simply
by being there for someone, continuing to support charities financially and to
continue to give generously to foodbanks. To pray for those who are struggling
and simply to be a true disciple of Christ not simply by ‘doing Church’ but by
‘being the Church’ through good works, generosity of words and thoughts.
Even though we may feel the strain of these times ourselves and we may think
to ourselves ‘what next?’ There are many more who are worse off than
ourselves. We also need to speak out for justice in the world and indeed in our
very own country. Yes give what is due to Caesar though at the same time we
are answerable to God, for what we do or do not do. We live in a democracy
where a true democracy works to improve the lives of all and to protect the
most vulnerable.
Last month I attended a Chapter Retreat day taken by retired Bishop Chris
Edmundson and one of the questions he asked the clergy was simply ‘how is
your soul?’ Not how are you, how are keeping etc though they are important,
simply ‘how is your soul?’ As Christians we should certainly be replenishing our
souls spiritually, to help ourselves and in turn to help others.

Sing-A-Long for the Memories
Once a month we meet to sing hit songs from yesteryear,
evoking memories from the 1950’s – 1980’s.
We sing-a-long to artists and groups and their hits,
afterwards we have a little quiz guessing who they are
and what year it was a hit. We then have a chat about
what was happening in that year.

So my question to you is ‘how is YOUR soul?’
Your friend and priest.
Kevin

C of E has good skills, says new bishop
The next Bishop of Bath and Wells, Dr Michael Beasley, has said that the CofE
learned valuable lessons during the pandemic. “There’s been a huge amount
that we’ve seen in our response to an emergency. It shows we have a flexibility
and a resilience and an ability to respond to situations that we might not have
known we have, but now we do.”
He said that such resilience will be needed, to cope in these
“challenging times”, with the world still emerging from the
pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and the cost-of-living crisis,
“which is only to become increasingly urgent.”.
He said: “Addressing these issues is going to demand everyone’s faith and experiences, their creativity and skill.”

This is a open to everyone, who likes to sing-along.
All you need is your good self and a voice and hopefully
a chuckle bone or two!
What are you waiting for?
Come-along for a cuppa and meet new friends.
It’s totally FREE and lasts for approx. 1 hour.
We meet at St James’ Church
First Thursday of every month at 1pm
We look forward to seeing you!
We particular welcome those who are living with dementia
and those who have speech impediments.

HOLY DAYS

HOLY DAYS

15th July

25th July

St Swithun (or Swithin) - saint for a rainy day

St James the Great

St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy summers. It is said
that if it rains on his special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 days after that.

Jesus, fresh from His baptism and fired with His new calling, bursts into Galilee.
Coming upon four fishermen working on the shore of the lake, He says to them,
‘Follow me’. Without further ado or even a second thought, they abandon what
they’re doing (and in the case of two of them, James and John, leave their poor
old father alone in the boat with the hired crew), and set off with Jesus, they
know not where. That is how Mark’s Gospel records the recruitment of four of
the apostles of Jesus. Talk about a sudden change of life!

It all began when Swithun was made Bishop of Winchester in 852 by King
Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an important posting: Winchester was the capital
of Wessex, and during the 10 years Swithun was there, Wessex became the
most important kingdom of England.
During his life, instead of washing out people’s summer holidays, and damping
down their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He was famous
for his charitable gifts and for his energy in getting churches built. When he was
dying in 862, he asked that he be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just
outside the west door.
If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers the
English may have been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was decided
to move Swithun. By now, the 960s, Winchester had become the first monastic
cathedral chapter in England, and the newly installed monks wanted Swithun in
the cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and
Swithun was translated into the cathedral.
That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly
everyone got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that day,
and on the days following, was attributed to the power of St Swithun.
Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral. His
shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the middle ages. The
shrine was destroyed during the Reformation and restored in 1962.
There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England.

All our understanding of human behaviour tells us that this is not how people
normally respond to such a peremptory invitation: no questions, no
explanation. Take it or leave it. Just ‘Follow me’.
That however is on a superficial reading of the text. In fact, because we have
four Gospels rather than just three, we know from John that one pair of
brothers, James and John, and the other two called on the same day, had been
disciples of John the Baptist, who had pointed Jesus out to them as the ‘Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world’.
Subsequently two of them had sought Him out and spent some time with Him
in the Jordan area. This was not quite the instant ‘conversion’ described by
Matthew and Mark, though undoubtedly it evoked an instant response.
For many of us on the journey of faith the experience of James and John - and
the other two, Peter and Andrew - mirrors our own experience. First we know
about Jesus, perhaps as children at Sunday school, or later as adults. Then we
begin to ask questions and look for answers. Finally there may come a time
when we hear His voice, as it were, calling us to accompany Him on a life of
love, service and commitment.
For James (whose feast day falls this month) this moment was to turn his whole
life upside down. He became a leader of the church in Jerusalem after the
resurrection and was the first apostle to be martyred, being put to the sword
by Herod Agrippa in 44AD. His brother John, in contrast, lived on as a senior
figure in the life of the emerging Church. For all four who were called by the
lake that day, nothing would ever be quite the same again. But then all those
who set out to follow Jesus wherever He leads them are usually in for a few
surprises.

The Rectory, St James the Least of All
On why our church is safe from vandals

Perhaps our thieves may be forgiven their crime, but until that
three-penny piece and button are returned, it will not be forgotten.

My dear Nephew Darren

Your loving uncle,

I was sorry to hear that your church was broken into last week. Since
your sound system rivals that of any concert hall and your projection
equipment would put most cinemas to shame, it is not surprising that
is what they had their sights on. Your bemusement that they never
touched your library of recordings is less understandable. I would have
thought that few thieves would have been much interested in renditions
of ‘Shine Jesus, Shine’ and other such artistic gems.
It may have been an act of Christian charity to put a sign outside saying
‘Thieves will be forgiven’, although since they took this as an invitation
to burgle your house the following evening, I hope your forgiveness still
operates. Especially as they also stole your favourite guitar.
Last year, we had unwelcome visitors. The thieves must have spent
several hours breaking down the church’s 400-year-old oak door to get
in. Shame about that. Had they bothered to try the handle, they would
have discovered that we never lock the church anyway.
Since we have yet to leap forward into the 19th century, there was little
to attract them. Had they removed the marble sarcophagi of the Earls of
Lincombe, the money they may have made wouldn’t even have paid for
the subsequent hernia operations. Inevitably, there was general outrage
that the poor box had been broken into – although as far as I can
remember, for many years it had contained nothing more than an old
three-penny piece and a button.
For many of our congregation, this represented the End of Civilisation
as We Know It. Calls were made to have a permanent armed guard on
the premises, and a few even speculated about the possibility of having
strategically placed land mines about the place. Mrs Beaufort offered to
lend us her fierce Pekingese, and Colonel Beauchamp generously offered
us his collection of man traps.

Eustace

US Holiday
A couple with three young children went on holiday to America,
and eventually ended up waiting in line at San Francisco's Pier 41,
to purchase tickets for a boat trip to Alcatraz. Others watched with
varying degrees of sympathy and irritation as the young children
fidgeted, whined, and punched one another. The frazzled parents
reprimanded them, to no avail. Finally they reached the ticket
window. "Five tickets, please," the father said. "Two round trip,
three one way."
**
The kiss
An honest seven-year-old calmly announced to her parents that Billy
Brown had kissed her after church. "How did that happen?" gasped
her mother.
"Well, it wasn't easy," admitted the young lady, "but three girls helped
me catch him."
**
Spider
Whoever said "Out of sight, out of mind" never had a large spider
disappear in the bedroom.

All in the month of July
It was:
th

1400 years ago, on 16 July 622 that the Islamic calendar began. Muhammad
and his followers migrated from Mecca to Medina to escape religious
persecution (an event known as the Hegira) and established the first Muslim
community. The year in which the Hijrah took place is also identified as the
epoch of the Lunar Hijri and Solar Hijri calendars; its date equates to 16 July,
622 in the Julian calendar.
200 years ago, on 20th July 1822 that Gregor Mendel was born. This Austrian/
Czech friar, and botanist discovered the laws of heredity and created the
science of genetics.
175 years ago, on 24th July 1847 that Salt Lake City in Utah was founded by
Mormon pioneers, led by Brigham Young.
150 years ago, on 1st July 1872 that Louis Bleriot, French inventor, and aviation
pioneer was born. He developed the first practical headlamp for cars and
became the first person to fly across the English Channel.

75 years ago, on 9th July 1947 that Buckingham Palace announced the
engagement of Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II) to Lieutenant Philip
Mountbatten.
65 years ago, on 6th July 1957 that John Lennon and Paul McCartney met for
the first time at a church hall in Liverpool, where 16-year-old Lennon was
performing with his skiffle group the Quarrymen. 15-year-old McCartney
joined as a rhythm guitarist shortly afterwards, and the pair went on to form
the Beatles.
60 years ago, on 10th July 1962 that Swedish engineer Nils Bohlin was granted
a US patent for the three-point safety belt for vehicles. It is now used in
practically all road vehicles.
50 years ago, on 21st July 1972 that Bloody Friday took place when the IRA
exploded 22 bombs in Belfast, killing nine people and injuring 130.
40 years ago, on 9th July 1982 that Michael Fagan broke into Buckingham
Palace and spent 10 minutes talking to the Queen in her bedroom.
30 years ago, on 31st July 1992 that Leonard Cheshire, British RAF pilot,
humanitarian and philanthropist, died. Founder of Leonard Cheshire Disability.

125 years ago, on 21st July 1897 that the Tate Britain art museum opened in
London.

25 years ago, on 1st July 1997 that the UK returned Hong Kong to China after
more than 150 years.

100 years ago, on 28th July 1922 that Jacques Piccard, Belgian born Swiss
oceanographer and engineer was born. Best known for developing deep-sea
submarines, and for becoming one of the first two people to reach the Mariana
Trench, the deepest point on earth. (Died 2008)

15 years ago, on 1st July 2007 that smoking was banned in all enclosed
workspaces in England. Similar bans had already been introduced in Scotland
(May 2006) and Wales (April 2007) and Northern Ireland (April 2007).

90 years ago, on 8th July 1932 that the USA’s stock market (Dow Jones
Industrial Average) fell to its lowest point (41.22) during the Great Depression.
Also 90 years ago, on 19th July 1932 that Lambeth Bridge in London was
officially opened.
80 years ago, on 4th July 1942 that the Siege of Sevastopol ended. Axis forces
captured the Crimean port city which they had first attacked in October 1941.
Also 80 years ago on 31st July 1942 that the British charity Oxfam was founded.
(Oxford Committee for Famine Relief)

10 years ago, on 4th July 2012 that researchers at CERN in Switzerland
announced the discovery of particles consistent with the Higgs boson.
The discovery was confirmed in March 2013 and the researchers were
awarded the 2013 Nobel Prize for Physics.
Also 10 years ago, from 27th July to 12th August 2012 that the Summer Olympics
were held in London.

St James Church
.

Social Events for 2022

The Summer Garden
Summer comes and waves her hand,
The garden blooms at her command,
Plants abounding everywhere
As fragrant perfumes fill the air.
Roses, geraniums, lilies too
Agapanthus with globes of blue,
Sumptuous colours in such array,
Their beauty takes our breath away.
To sit beneath the shady trees,
To listen to the humming bees,
As Summer wears her rainbow dress
We thank God for such loveliness.

Saturday July 9th

Coffee Morning with bring
and buy stall
10.30 - 12 noon £3

Saturday July 23rd

Elysian Singers
7pm
£6 including refreshments

Monday August 2nd

Organ recital by world
Famous Alessandro Bianchi
7pm £8 adult/£4 child

Saturday September 24th

Prize Bingo evening

Saturday October 22nd

Organ recital by Adam Field
A.R.C.O - Bishop John Flack’s
Grandson

Saturday November 12th

Coffee morning with bring
and buy stall 10.30 - 12 noon

Saturday 10th December

Christmas Fair

By Megan Carter

All St James’ Church social activities are detailed on
the notice boards, both inside and outside of church.

In concert at St. James’ Church
The Parish Church of St. James’ the
Great, Chapelthorpe
are delighted to welcome back…

THE ELYSIAN SINGERS
Conducted by Musical Director - Jonathan Power
AND FEATURING SPECIAL GUEST CHOIR

‘MANY VOICES’

Conducted by Geraldine Gaunt

Saturday 23rd July at 7:00pm
Tickets - adult £6.00
Children under 14 - £3.00
Includes light refreshments

“For all good music-lovers,
this is a concert not to be missed!”

World Famous Organist Gives Recitals In Our Benefice’
Alessandro Bianchi was born in Como and studied in Piacenza Conservatoire
where he was awarded Organ Composition diplomas with Luigi Toja. He also
attended the master classes of Nicholas Danby and Arturo Sacchetti.
He is organist of St. Paul’s Basilica in Cantu’ and Artistic Director of the
Musical Association “Amici dell’ Organo di Cantu’”.
Organ Concert tours have seen him play, always as a soloist, in many
International Organ Festivals in Italy, The Vatican, Switzerland, Germany,
France, England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Austria, Spain, Baleares, Tenerife,
Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Iceland, Luxembourg, Belgium,
Holland, Russia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Latvia, Hungary, Poland,
Romania, Croatia, Israel, USA, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Hong Kong,
Thailand, Singapore, Australia, South Africa.
He has given master classes and lectures on Italian Music in Italy, England,
Czech Republic, Germany, Spain, USA, Singapore and Mexico and he has
undertaken several CD and Radio-TV broadcasts in Europe, USA and Brazil.
He was juror in several organ competitions and many composers have
dedicated to him new organ works.
He is organist of the St. Edward’s Anglican Church in Lugano. In 2014, the City
of Cantu’ awarded him with the title of “Honorable Citizen” for his work in Art
and Culture.
This is the first opportunity since the height of the pandemic that Alessandro
has been able to play for us. If you want a foretaste of his skill as an organist
you can always find him on YouTube.
St James the Great, Chapelthorpe Monday 22nd August
St Peter’s Woolley Wednesday 24th August

Please do come along and bring your friends.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Tickets can be purchased on the evening or in advance
from church by contacting churchwarden,
Richard York on 01924 253148

Both recitals start at 7pm and payment
is on the door £8 for adults and £4 for
children (under the age of 16)
The price includes refreshments after
the recitals and where you will have the
opportunity to meet Alessandro.
All are welcome.

sudoku

ST JAMES’ SUMMER FAIR
Our summer fair this year was held on Saturday June 11th.
The weather was kind to us and a busy afternoon was
enjoyed by everyone.
A big thank you to all who helped to make our
summer fair a huge success.
Thank you to all the stall holders, the small army of helpers who
put up the tables and to those who cleared up afterwards.
Thanks also go to everyone who came to the fair and parted
with their money!
The grand total of £1038.70 went into church funds.
Once again, thank you all for your support.
The Social Committee

June Puzzle Answers

WORDSEARCH FOR JULY

WORDSEARCH

Sea Sunday
10th July brings us Sea Sunday, the day when Christian churches
remember, pray and give thanks for the more than 1.5 million merchant
seafarers and fishermen worldwide. If seafarers seem irrelevant to your
daily life, think again: 90 per cent of everything you buy in the shops
comes to you by sea. Merchant seafarers quite literally keep our global
economy afloat. Yet it is a tough life, far from loved ones. Merchant ships
are harsh working environments, never mind the threat of piracy or even
shipwreck.
To help the seafarers, a worldwide network of port chaplains has sprung
up. They offer hospitality and friendship, as well as practical, emotional
and spiritual support, providing almost a ‘home from home’ in hundreds
of ports, in more than 50 countries. You might wish to support one of
these three well-known societies: The Mission to Seafarers (Anglican),
The Apostolate of the Sea (Roman Catholic), and The Sailors’ Society
(inter-denominational).

Deadline date for inclusion in the next edition of
Parish Link is:

July 9th 2022
Editors: Dawn & Kenneth Poucher
Any contributions can be forwarded to Rev. Kevin Greaves,
David Wainwright, Keith Wainwright or Margaret Poucher.
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Light Lunch
At St James
Light lunch
Thursday
July
21st

12 noon to 2pm.
Last orders 1.15pm

Come along and share some
great homemade cooking!

Menu
Melon or Fruit Juice
***********
Meat pie, mashed potatoes and vegetables
Quiche and salad
Jacket potato and salad
***********
Dessert
Tea/Coffee
***********
£6.00
Owing to holidays the next Light Lunch:
August 25th

Versus Arthritis
Welcome back to all our members who are able to attend face to face
meetings again.
Sadly we have lost a large number of our members due to Covid and other
medical problems. The reduction of bus services has also meant that a
number of members are now not able to attend either.
We are moving on into the future though as we are only a small number I am
not able to book a speaker for every session. (See program below).
On June the 2nd we had our Jubilee Party. Which a great success out came he
Union Jacks, and the Red, White, and blue. We had a royal quiz at which we
all learnt something new. The Buffet provided by Creative café was excellent.
We gave a toast to the Her Majesty, (non Alcoholic). And enjoyable time was
had by all.
We need new members so that we can increase what we are offering at the
moment. So why not come along and join us, you do not necessarily have to
have Arthritis yourself, maybe a family member or a friend has it, or you just
want to find out more information .or like the sound of one of our speakers.
Come along for a chat and a cuppa and make new friends at the same time.
We meet at 10-00am on the first Thursday of the month, at Hall Green
Community Centre 1A Painthorpe Lane Hall Green Wakefield WF43LA.
Contact Cynthia on 01924-251544 email: binnscynthia@yahoo.co.uk

Programme for 2022.
July 7th

Dolls Houses

Talk by Penelope Scott Riley

August 4th
September 1st Yorkshire folk on Holiday

Coffee Morning
Christine Leveridge

October 6th

Coffee Morning

November Christmas Crafts

Demonstration

December 1st Christmas lunch

To be arranged.

Hello everyone,
Now the pandemic has done its worst, the friends were back with some
new volunteers and hoped to have our popular Christmas Tree decorating and carol singing round the tree. Unfortunately the nursery school
children were still under covid rules so were unable to attend, so the
event was cancelled. The tree was still decorated by those who wished
to do so and looked really good, so thanks go out to those who made the
effort.
Our next event was our Easter Egg hunt and it was a fabulous success
with over 200 children (with their adult in tow) taking part with
enthusiastic fun, I think the day being warm and sunny helped. However
once again we under estimated how many would turn out so our 150
eggs were not enough, I had to rush down to the supermarket for more.
Somebody suggested next year we order 300 on a sale or return basis,
but I don’t think you do that with Easter Eggs!
On the day, (one of the Friends had made 5 hedgehog houses,) we
decided to let the children name them with the name chosen and theirs
going on to a little plaque at the entrance to the house. We had some
fun names and the five chosen were:
The Hideaway, Prickly Palace, Hoglet Hotel,
Spikey Villa and Hoggies Home. I am sure the
Hedgehogs will enjoy them and now they have a
postal address.
The Kind adults did us proud by donating for
teas and coffees £95, thank you all, that will
go towards funding our next event.

During the Queens 70th Jubilee the Parish Council, with help from the
friends and others, decided to put bunting up in the park so residents
could enjoy the occasion with a picnic in the park. Not sure how many
actually did that, due to the weather, Friday being a nice day but other
events were taking place at the same time.
Our next big event will be our very popular Teddy Bears Picnic to be
held in the park sometime in July before schools break up. Children are
invited to bring their favourite Teddy or soft toy to have a picnic in the
park and encouraged to bring an adult with them. We supply a lot of
games for them to play with the Parachute ones being the most popular.
Also teas/coffee and soft drinks are available for donations. One of the
popular games is the soft toy tombola for children where every ticket
wins a prize, and of course Splat the Rat (not a real one I hasten to add).
There is a lot to do on a very enjoyable and fun day. We are hoping for
the Sun to make an appearance. It really is nice and satisfying to see so
many families enjoying the picnic and games, we hope it continues.

If you would like to get involved with anything the friends do in the park
please don’t hesitate, please contact us on Facebook (Friends of Betty
Eastwood Park) or in person in the park, we are a friendly bunch and
would love to see you.
We also would like to say thank you to our
wonderful Wombles who have helped keep our
park clean and free from rubbish.

Our Favourite Hymns
Bishop John writes about

In 1888 the new Diocese of Wakefield was formed. Geographically it took
over the western quarter of the Diocese of York and the southern half of the
Diocese of Ripon. It was thus much smaller in area than its parent dioceses,
but with a huge population stretching from Todmorden in the west to
Pontefract in the east, and from Morley in the north to Barnsley in the south.
It was an industrial area full of collieries and textile mills.
It was decided at the very beginning to make the Parish Church of All Saints
Wakefield the Cathedral of the new Diocese. It was (and is) a fine medieval
church situated in the centre of the city of Wakefield. Queen Victoria then
appointed the first Bishop of Wakefield, William Walsham How. He had
spent 25 years as Vicar of Whittington in Shropshire before becoming Bishop
of Stepney, the Suffragan Bishop in the Diocese of London. He thus had both
rural and industrial experience.
His first task on coming to Wakefield was to arrange a service at which
Wakefield Parish Church would be consecrated as Wakefield Cathedral.
Whilst at Whittington, Bishop How had already written 54 hymns including
“For all the saints who from their labours rest”. Since the new Cathedral was
to be dedicated to All Saints, Bishop How decided that this hymn should be
the processional hymn at the Consecration Service. It was an instant hit, and
had continued in regular use at Wakefield Cathedral to this present day.

But for more than 20 years it was only sung at Wakefield. This was because it
had a rather boring tune which did not seem to match the words. However,
in 1906 the Church of England appointed a committee to produce a brand
new hymn book, to be called The English Hymnal. Among the people they
appointed was the composer Ralph Vaughan Williams, who decided that he
would compose a new and brighter tune for this magnificent hymn. The
result was a striking tune containing two octaves of notes and a wonderful
organ accompaniment. Vaughan Williams got very irritated by the number
of people who asked him what he was going to call the tune. In the end he
called it “Sine Nomine” - Latin words meaning “Without a Name”!
It has been sung to this tune ever since.
Walsham How was a master poet whose writing matched that of the then
Poet Laureate, Alfred Lord Tennyson. Look at the metre and metaphors in
the last verse of his hymn;
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host
Singing to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Through all its 7 verses this hymn reminds us of the example of the saints.
Like you and I they were ordinary failing human beings who tried to follow
the way of Jesus to the end of their lives. They prove that it is possible to be
human and yet to follow Christ faithfully;
O may thy soldiers, faithful true and bold
fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
I have sung this hymn many times, especially in Wakefield Cathedral. As a
young clergyman I used to giggle when the procession of splendidly-robed
Bishops and Archdeacons passed us in the aisle while we were singing We
feebly struggle, they in glory shine. Little did I think that one day I would be
part of that procession!
The Christian life is always a struggle, but glory lies at the end as we come
from earth’s wide bounds to the gates of heaven itself.
May it be so, for all of us.

+John

National ‘Don’t Step on a Bee Day’ – 10th July
Bees need your help. And we need their help.
Not only do bees help provide the honey, propolis and beeswax, but they
also help to keep us all fed and watered. Without bees, more than a third of
everything we eat would disappear from our tables.
The majority of our honey here in the UK is imported (85%), but there are
also many beekeepers on our doorstep. So why not visit a near-by farm shop
or deli and enjoy the precious produce of local beekeepers for breakfast?
You can also help bees by planting wildflower seeds that will provide a food
supply. Download the Great British Bee Count app created by Friends of the
Earth which allows you to log the bees you spot out and about. This builds a
picture of bee health and activity in the UK.
Finally, build a bee hotel! Bees need somewhere to rest when they venture
out on their pollen mission. You can find a step-by-step guide here: https://
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/04/how-to-build-a-bee-hotel/

USEFUL CONTACTS
City of Wakefield Metropolitan District Council
Switchboard
Typetalk

01924 306 090
18001 08458 506 506

Email Address: es-contactcentre@wakefield.gov.uk

Environmental Services (24 Hrs) - 0345 8 506 506
Abandoned vehicles, Air Pollution, Anti-Social Behaviour, Blocked Drains, Bulky Refuse,
Car Parking, Cesspools, Cleansing, Clinical Waste, Dead Animal Collection, Dog Fouling,
Fallen Trees/Branches, Floods, Food & Hygiene, Fly Tipping, Graffiti, Grass left after
Cutting, Highways Maintenance, Hypodermic Needles Disposal, Ice on Footpaths,
Leisure Enquiries, Litter, Noise, Noxious waste, Overflowing Litter bins, Overhanging
Vegetation, Pest Control, Potholes, Recycling, Refuse Collection, Septic Tanks Skip Hire,
Snow Clearance, Spilled Refuse, Street Cleaning, Traffic Matters, Traffic Signals, Weeds
Overgrown.

Social Care Direct (24 Hrs) - 0345 8 503 503
Adult Services, Advice, Assessment of need, Bus Passes *Disabled), Children’s Services,
Community Meals Service, Fostering, Guidance, Help with Adoption, HIV/Aids, Home
Care

Wakefield District Housing (24 Hrs) - 0845 8 507 507
Royal International Air Tattoo
15th to 17th July
If you enjoy airplanes, why not consider
attending The Royal International Air Tattoo
this month? It is the world's largest military
air show, held each year over the third
weekend in July, usually at RAF Fairford in
Gloucestershire.
The show usually attracts between 150,000 to
160,000 spectators over the weekend, and it is
run in support of The Royal Air Force Charitable
Trust.

For all housing enquiries including: Allocations, Arrears, Lettings, Repairs,
Tenancy Issues

Citizens Advice......................................0844 499 4138
Council tax & Housing Benefits...........0345 8 504 504
Gas Emergency......................................0800 111 999
Floodline.................................................0345 988 1188
NHS (24 hr non emergency)..................111
Metro Access Bus..................................0113 348 1903
Police (non emergency number)..........101
Street Lighting Faults............................0800 783 1654

