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Welcome to the first edition of an òE-Magazineó 

for the Dawlish Coast Mission Community, 

linking the churches of St Georgeõs Holcombe, St 

Gregoryõs Dawlish, St Maryõs Cofton and St Paulõs 

Starcross. This is very much a trial edition, to see 

how it works. With the collation, editing and 

distribution being electronic, there is very little 

cost involved. Where there are people who do 

not have access to òonlineó and where it is 

desired to have hard copies for other reasons, 

then each church is invited to print out as 

necessary and to charge a sum of 50p to cover 

that cost. The same charge will apply across the 

Benefice (the group of churches). Inevitably in the 

first edition, the selection of articles is limited, 

but it is hoped that if the magazine continues, 

ideas for contributions will come forward. It is 

also hoped that this publication will help us as 

churches not only to look outward to Diocese, 

Nation, and World, but also to learn more about 

each other. Look out for news of the next edition 

in the weekly Benefice e-newsletter. Happy 

Reading! Ed 

PS ð you may notice that in one or two places my 

IT skills have let me down!! 

Usual Pattern of Sunday Services 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

From the Rector 
 

Magazines are not easy to organise and print 
these days, but we have been thinking about 
what we might be able to do to enhance our 

sharing of information and our faith. Chris Curd 
has kindly offered to edit this E-mag so this will be 
circulated as online only (but able to be printed ς 

see above) and which will be experimental 
starting with this one for the Autumn and then 
possibly one for the Christmas period. Please 
contact Chris Curd or the Church office (see 
contacts box) for more information. Dallas. 

 

The next Benefice service is planned for Sunday 

31st hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎΣ {ǘŀǊŎǊƻǎǎΦ Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

the Revd Patrick Parkes will be licensed as priest 

for Starcross and Kenton. This means that St 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǿƭƛǎƘ 

Coast Mission Community to being our 

neighbour, although the legalities are 

complicated! Come along to celebrate our 

journey together and find out more. Plenty of 

room for Social Distancing! Put the date in your 

diary ς yes, we need them again now!! 

{ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IƻƭŎƻƳōŜ 
9.30 am 
1st and 3rd Sundays Holy 
Communion 
2nd and 4th Morning 
Worship 
 

{ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ {ǘŀǊŎǊƻǎǎ 10 am 
1st and 3rd Sundays 
Morning Worship 
2nd and 4th  
Holy Communion 
 

{ǘ DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ 5ŀǿƭƛǎƘ 10 
am 
1st and 3rd Sundays 
άDǊŜƎΩǎ @ млέ 
2nd and 4th  

Holy Communion 

1st at 8 am BCP HC 
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Songs of Praise! 
We sang, with no masks!! 

 

Rather than write up what happened we asked 

people to submit what they took away from the 

service and Dallasõ sermon. 

l felt God was smiling on us! - Marjorie 

Covid was hard being separated from friends and 

family living in east of England. But I came across 

this ô Love the people God gave youõ and realised 

God had put me here in Dawlish for Covid with 

wonderful folks who would help get me through 

all that was to come. My Dawlish family is my 

blessing and Covid has helped me really 

appreciate and love them more. Cath C. 

singing Jesus put this Song into our hearts. 

(Georgina aged 5) 

my takeaway was 'blessed who are those who 

have reached the end of their rope.' Sabrina 

Thank you, Dallas, for your inspiring sermon. And the 

best thing that came from the Covid Pandemic, has 

been the use of online, and screen. Nick G. 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

Starcross Bric -a-Brac & Cake Sale, 4 th  Sept 

 

Nationally 

The Emerging Church of England is 

the name for four strands of work which 

together will help leaders in every diocese 

to discern the shape, life and activity of the 

Church of England in the 2020s. The main 

aim of the Emerging Church of England is 

to follow  a shared vision - to share what 

God has done for us in Jesus Christ and 

continues to do through the Holy Spirit - 

with simpler national governance 

structures.  
This work began before the 

coronavirus pandemic but has been 

intensified and adapted in light of the 

changing circumstances. The work is to:   

¶ Review our strategic 

context:  the Church and the 

impact of the social, political and 

economic world around us   

¶ Determine key strategic 

priorities for the next ten 

years through a shared Vision 

and Strategy   

¶ Deliver simpler governance 

structures   

¶ Transform our national 

operating model for the 

future  i.e. the practical ways the 

Church is organised and 

functions.   
If you want to read about the Vision and Strategy for 

ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлнлΩǎ, here is the link. 

You can also take part in a survey to have your say. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership

-and-governance/emerging-church-england/vision-

church-england-2020s 

If you are reading this hard copy, you will need to ask 

a friend what it is about. 

Voting for the next General Synod takes place at the 

end Sept/Beginning Oct. Please pray for this election. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/emerging-church-england/vision-church-england-2020s
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/emerging-church-england/vision-church-england-2020s
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/emerging-church-england/vision-church-england-2020s


 

This is the name of a National CE discussion  

about  how questions about identity, sexuality, 

relationships and marriage fit within the bigger 

picture of the good news of Jesus Christ. What 

does it mean to live in love and faith together as a 

Church? The idea is that in every parish in the land 

there should be groups joining together to listen 

and discuss the issues involved. The process is not 

about teaching a certain viewpoint but rather 

about encouraging us to listen to each other and 

to understand the viewpoint of the other.  

Tim Collins has written in the weekly newsletter 

about setting up groups in the Benefice to follow 

the course (just one of many resources available 

on the website) so please contact him to join in if 

you have not already done so.  

The staff team delayed the planning of this locally 

as it was felt that face to face interaction was far 

preferable to on -line. However, for those who 

really, really  want on -line the Diocese is running a 

diocesan course on Zoom for those who do not 

have the opportunity to attend a local course. This 

will run from  7.30 ɀ 9 pm on Tuesday evenings 

starting on 2  November until 30  November . In 

order to plan, bookings are n eeded  by 20 October . 

Please book a place by 

emailing   mandm@exeter.anglican.org  

 

Excerpt from Bishop 

wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ Presidential 

Address to Diocesan 

Synod in May. 

We too are summoned 

to leave our nets, 

follow him, and invite 

others to share in the 

adventure. To fulfil our  

calling, the Church needs to be Christ-centred, 

and, for that to be a reality not just a slogan, our 

discipleship needs to be shaped by WŜǎǳǎΩ life, 

death and resurrection. I realise that some 

people are allergic to any talk about strategy, but 

the merit is that it brings a degree of coherence 

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ  ΦΦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ LΩǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 

anyone who was converted by reading a diocesan 

strategy. What converts people 

is meeting Jesus Christ. What 

brings us alive as human beings 

is when we experience the 

touch of God and realise that 

we are loved by an almighty kindness.  

5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ 9ȄŜǘŜǊΩǎ bŜȄǘ {ǘŜǇǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

2021 

'Next Steps' is our new vision and strategy to help the 

diocese and its mission communities move forward 

from the pandemic in a way that is both creative and 

sustainable. Learn more about the Next 

Steps here and sign up to discussion events in each 

archdeaconry here. These will be a chance for you to 

share your views. 

https://exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-

strategy/vision-next-steps-2021/ 

 

**************************************  

£££££££ Our giving to the Church££££££ 

For some people, it can all be a bit confusing as to 

how the money is spent that goes to the Diocese. 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƴƪ άThe Common Fund explainedέΦ Lǘ 

is possible to get hold of hard copies of the leaflet if 

you enquire. 

https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/CF-leaflet-2021.pdf 

Sixteen new deacons were ordained by Bishop 

Robert in Exeter Cathedral on 11th September 

mailto:mandm@exeter.anglican.org
https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=a7dc3831f9&e=e28ab399b9
https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=ad879d9c66&e=e28ab399b9
https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=ec4c72c59c&e=e28ab399b9
https://exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-strategy/vision-next-steps-2021/
https://exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-strategy/vision-next-steps-2021/
https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CF-leaflet-2021.pdf
https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CF-leaflet-2021.pdf


And ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
pay tax and can Gift Aid, we 
are really encouraged by the 
Diocese to make use of the 

Parish Giving Scheme. 

Your church treasurer will be delighted to help you! 
 
 

The Melanesian Mission 

! Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅΗ   LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

often that happens in Devon, but on Saturday 18th 

September Justin Welby will be at Feniton at 9am to 

open a new pilgrimage route, and afterwards he will 

preach at a eucharist in Exeter Cathedral at noon. 

 

Only once before have I personally met the 

Archbishop, in May 2014 when I gatecrashed a 

reception at Lambeth Palace, his London home.   I had 

been invited to a special Evensong in Westminster 

Abbey which was also attended by a group of young 

people from Melanesia.   As I had nothing planned for 

the evening before catching my overnight coach back 

to Devon I joined them for a private service they held 

ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭǎΣ ƻƴƭȅ 

discovering the new Archbishop was present when he 

invited them to follow him back along the 

Embankment to his Palace.   I tagged on.   When we 

were met at the entrance by his Chaplain I explained 

ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ 

warmly invited in and found myself sharing in a lovely 

meal and another late-night service in the private 

chapel of the Palace. 

Justin Welby is the President of MMUK, the charity 
that supports the Melanesian Mission, and it is in that 
capacity that he is visiting Devon on the 18th to join in 
the celebrations marking 150 years since the 
martyrdom of John Coleridge Patteson, the first 
Bishop of Melanesia.   Our Diocese is closely linked 
with the Anglican Province of Melanesia, and I would 
like to suggest that this is a charity which our Benefice 
could consider supporting for a year.   The Solomon 
Islands are as deeply affected by climate change as 
anywhere in the world, with several smaller islands 
being completely washed away as the sea level rises. 
Ann Leigh 

 
The Archbishop of Canterbury is to open the new 
Patteson's Way pilgrimage route in Devon on 18 
September.  It commemorates John Coleridge Patteson, 
the first Bishop of Melanesia, who grew-up near Ottery-St-
Mary and was killed in the Solomon Islands 150 years' ago 
on 20 September. The 8-mile 
circular route from Feniton 
church, is a joint initiative 
between the Melanesian Mission 
(MMUK), of which Archbishop 
Justin Welby is President, local 
schools and the Diocese of 
(ÈXºX³Ź´ «XÇ &XÆ­« ; Ӂz³ ª
project.  

Photo of Patteson from Diocesan 

Website; of brothers from 

anglicanfocus.org.au 

 I have memories of when the Brothers visited the 

Diocese about 15 years ago and as part of their 

tour they came into Exeter Prison. I can still 

remember the reaction when I requested 

permission for them to bring in a canoe! I think it 

is safe to say that not many prisoners or staff had 

met any South Sea Islanders before. The highlight 

was these men standing on the dais at the front 

of the Chapel performing the haka after which 

they had the men engrossed as they talked about 

Jesus and what he meant to them! Ed 

Garden Jottings  
What a challenging year it has 
been. We spent April trying to 
stop things dying of drought and 
May stopping them from 
drowning. Then sometime at the 
end of June we woke up to find that everything 
had almost doubled in size overnight. All the 
usual calendar of what grows when seems to be 
of little use. We have honeysuckle in flower ς in 
late September! 
Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
to grow next year, as the seed catalogues drop 
through the letterbox. This year I am determined 
even more than ever to try to plant more that will 
help the bees and other insects. I have a late 
flowering lavender and it is gratifying to see the 
bees all over it. If you plant it they will come! 



Creation 
Care 
 

"Reducing the causes of climate change is essential to 
the life of faith. It is a way to love our neighbour and 
to steward the gift of creation."  
Archbishop Justin Welby 
 

4 Week Creation Care Course  

Submitted by Mike Moulds 

This 4-week Creation Care Cours e is a collaboration 

between The Diocese of Chester, HeartEdge, 

Melanesian Mission UK and Southampton 

University. The course will provide you with vital 

information about climate change, its impacts on 

people and reflect on our role as Christians in taking  

practical climate action.  

This takes place online  in October. For more details 

please check out the latest edition of ɈRoots and 

Shootsɉ or visit 

https://exeter.anglican.org/?s=creation+care 

 

Also, from the Diocese ς one of the prayers 

written by East Devon schoolchildren 

 

 

Creation Editorial 
 
A few months ago whilst on my knees I had a 
revelation, indeed a veritable epiphany.  
 
It happened while I was cleaning the porcelain in the 
smallest room and was reflecting on the need for a 
new loo brush.  
 
Suddenly I saw something! 
 
I realised that my existing brush was plastic. Each time 
I scrubbed the porcelain with it, microscopic particles 
would be abraded and go into the drainage and thus 
the water system, adding to the micro plastic soup in 
our seas. Now sometimes a solution to eco problems 
seems out of our reach, but in this case, with the help 
of the internet, I was able to provide the household 
with a new brush made of bamboo. I have seen since 
that silicone versions are also available! 
  
During carnival, I attended the talk in the  
Marquee given by Dawlish Against Plastic 
 and it was so informative that I reproduce  
the main points here. 
 
Plastic Villains 

¶ Packaging ς makes up nearly 70% of our 
plastic waste. We cannot cope with all the 
waste that we produce. Turkey is no longer 
accepting our άǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎέΦ 

¶ Single use drinks bottles. 10 billion every year 
in the UK, and most not recycled. Nearly 1 in 5 
of the UK pop drink bottled water every day 
and sales continue to rise. Ironically, 90% 
bottled water contains more microplastics 
than tap water. PET plastic water bottles take 
over 400 years to decompose. 

¶ Tyres 

¶ Tyre wear pollution is unregulated. Estimated 
68,000 tonnes every year in the UK of micro 
plastics from tyre abrasion on the roads. 

¶ Polycotton, polyester and acrylic clothes. 
Most new fabrics are made of plastic (!) and 
washing releases micro plastics.  To mitigate 
this, fill your machine so there is not so much 
friction, keep clothes longer ς older clothes do 
not shed so much. Reduce spin speed, use a 
Guppy bag. When buying new look for fabrics 
made from biodegradable materials. 
 

About micro plastics 
Less than 5 mm across, can be microscopic. Mistaken 
by marine life for food, sea bƛǊŘΩǎ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
full of plastic so that there is no room for food, and 
they starve. 

https://exeter.anglican.org/?s=creation+care


Hard to spot. 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ.  
Do you know what a nurdle is? όL ŘƛŘƴΩǘΗύ 
Nurdles are the building blocks of plastic and are 
shipped round the world in containers which 
sometime get washed overboard and the contents 
shed into the sea. 
 
Plastics 
Product of oil industry ς finite source 
Per capita the UK is the biggest produce of plastic 

waste after the US. UK exports over 50% of household 

plastic packaging for recycling 

Dawlish Against Plastic has been awarded άPlastic 
Free Community Statusέ by Surfers Against Sewage 
Businesses who want to partner are encouraged to 
think of 3 ways in which they could make a difference. 
 
What can we do? 
David Attenborough was quoted  
ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǿŀǎǘŜ ŦƻƻŘέ.  

¶ Choose food without packaging 

¶ Refill where possible 

¶ Buy clothes made of natural materials 

¶ Buy 2nd hand (Vinted was mentioned) 
In order of priority 
Refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle (last resort) 
 

What three things could YOU do? 

What difference could our Churches make? 

Dallas is looking for someone who could help us 

conduct eco audits of our buildings and activities. 

For more info: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-

thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-

change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool 

 

 

 News from the 

Church 

Worldwide  

In this edition we feature 

two organisations: 

Mosaic ME and Barnabas 

 

(Foundation for Relief &  Reconciliation in the Middle East) 

 
 

St Georgeõs Church provides much more than 

simply Sunday services and vital Christian 

community. As well as the church, the compound 

contains a medical clinic, a kindergarten and a 

cultural centre. This ôoasis of graceõ is led by the 

inspiring Rev'd. Canon Faez Jirjees, and serves a 

congregation of over three hundred. All the work 

of St Georgeõs comes under the auspices of the 

Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf. St 

Georgeõs is the cornerstone of Mosaic Middle 

Eastõs work in Iraq. 

 

Through our partnership with St Georgeõs 

Church, we are feeding some of the poorest of  

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool


Iraqõs internally displaced Christians and funding the medical clinic treating people of all faiths. 

  

The past year has been a real challenge to keep serving the poor of Baghdad. The city was not safe to 

travel across because of ongoing violence, protests and bombings. Nevertheless, there were still 1,400 

patient visits per month on average. Then came the new challenge of the Coronavirus pandemic and a 

series of curfews which prevented the clinic from operating. When able to open and protected by PPE, the 

medical team pressed on, helping as many as they could at great risk to themselves. Sadly, some medics 

were infected and lost family members to the virus. We have been able to provide £60,000 so far to fund 

the clinic for the first 6 months of this year. 

 

Nineveh Seed  

òSustainable Enterprise Economic Developmentó 

òHow can we go back to our villages when there are no jobs?ó (A refugee in 2018).  

 

The Nineveh plain was the breadbasket of Iraq and was devastated by ISIS in 2014. Seed focuses on smaller 

enterprises that can be operational in a short space of time with small to medium funding (£10k - £40K per project) 

creating up to 12 jobs each. To date 15 Christian and 2 Yazidi families have benefitted, and jobs have been created 

for 24 Christian youths, (Bakery, Greenhouses, Chicken farms, beekeeping.) A football pitch in Harsham Refugee 

camp, with a coach, has benefitted 200 young people over 2 years and Olive Oil production and soap factory gives 

jobs to 16 people from diverse backgrounds. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

As I am sure many will know, Barnabas Fund is a Christian charity supporting 
persecuted Christians wherever there is a need. Christians in countries with 
fundamentalist regimes are often badly treated, attacked and discriminated against. 
Often they are in acute need of food. 
 Barnabas are now starting a new scheme asking church groups to fill a box 
supplied by them each month with dried goods such as packets of rice, lentils , 
chick peas, flour. They also need salt and soap bars. 

 
Our Housegroup have decided to do this and have received the first three boxes, these will be delivered to 
a local shop, GK Stores, Clover Avenue which is on the new housing estate in north Dawlish. From there 
they are collected by a carrier and sent on. This seems to us an excellent and easy way to help our 
Christian brothers and sisters which others may like to consider joining. If so the number to ring is 024 7623 
1923 you will then be sent the flat pack boxes, which are not too big and with all instructions included. 
Hopefully our Benefice Churches will soon be blessing many needy families in this way. 
Marjorie Thorne   St Gregoryôs 
 

1st Sept 2021, from the Barnabas Fund website. Lord Carey, former Archbishop, writes: (excerpts)  

I love animals but it is astonishing that so 
much attention was given to the campaign to 
airlift out of Afghanistan some of the cats 
and dogs of Kabul in the hold of a specially 
chartered flight. In contrast, I am dispirited 
that Christians have seemingly been 
overlooked by the government even though 
they face the most extreme dangers under 
Taliban rule.  

Barnabas Fund, a charity of which I am patron, has been struggling to get a hearing from the government, 
having assisted 400 Afghan Christians who have escaped into a neighbouring country and supporting 
another 400 in Afghanistan.   They are currently enabling another 1,200 to get out of Afghanistan and into 
safe countries. 



The reason they are doing this is because this small community of Christians are converts from 

Islam liable for punishment for apostasy under the Taliban. The Hanafi school of sharia which 
predominates in Afghanistan specifies death for male apostates and imprisonment for female apostates. 
The Taliban have a record of ultra-strict interpretation of sharia.  

The British government and its allies have contributed to the dangers faced by Afghan Christians and have a 
moral responsibility towards them. Dr Patrick Sookhdeo of Barnabas Fund tells me that when he was 
cultural adviser to the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), he learned of a religious engagement 
strategy in which the sharia-compliant credentials of President Karzaiôs government were promoted by 
means of ñfatwasò commissioned from Islamic religious judges. The ISAF was trying to persuade deeply 
conservative Muslims that there was an alternative to the Taliban. Shockingly, one of these fatwas that was 
disseminated and paid for by the ISAF called for the killing of those who leave Islam. 

The circulation of this fatwa  increased the dangers faced by ñapostatesò immeasurably. 

If that was not enough, the governmentôs long-standing failure to address the persecution of Christians, 
atheists ï who are also regarded as apostates ï and other minorities in Syria is well known. I and others 
have been highlighting this for many years. 

The much-trumpeted relocation scheme from Syria almost completely ignored the needs of Christians, who 
had experienced the most persecution. The figures we saw suggested only about 1% of places on relocation 
schemes went to minorities. The UNHCRôs programme is functionally discriminatory because those 
applying for asylum do so through camps which are often no-go areas for religious minorities. In spite of 
many appeals to the government, including my recent legal challenge alongside an anonymous Christian 
convert, the Home Office refuses to instruct the UNHCR to change its system. It could easily establish a 
ñsafe harbourò system, for example, for those who are systemically discriminated against. 

Behind the scenes, I have heard noises from senior church figures and politicians that times are changing 
and that the government is taking seriously the needs of persecuted minorities. But we have heard such 
assurances many times. They must now take the form of action. 

And in the case of Afghanistan, the numbers are so much smaller. There are only between 5,000 and 8,000 
Afghan Christians to support ï in contrast to the two million in Syria. If Britain does act, it will join a small 
number of countries including Austr alia, Brazil, Canada, the Czech Republic and Poland which have 
prioritised Christians fleeing from countries where they are persecuted.  

Hospitality to the stranger is a key message of the Bible. During the Second World War, we showed 
compassion to many Jews and have continued to welcome refugees since. I am proud of our record as a 
nation but more needs to be done in recognising one of the greatest persecutions of our times ï that of 
Christians. There is a wave of violent persecution, from the Middle East to West Africa, by groups such as 
Islamic State, Boko Haram and al-Qaeda, which are mounting ever more targeted attacks on churches and 
Christian communities.  

This persecution was recognised by the Bishop of Truroôs report to the Foreign Office, which stated that the 
ñlevel and natureò of the persecution of Christians in some regions was perilously close to the ñinternational 
definition of genocideò. In spite of the report, it seems some government departments have not yet woken 
up. 

NATO may now have left Kabul. But it is not too late, Boris, to give Christians and other ñapostatesò the 
same priority in escaping from the Taliban that you have to cats and dogs. 

From  https://barnabasfund.org/latest -needs/afghanistan-crisis-appeal-rescue-afghan-christians/  
 

Barnabas Fund is in direct contact with 306 Afghan Christian families, that is around 2,000 
individuals. We are currently assisting about 400 Afghan Christians (men, women and children) 
who have recently escaped into a neighbouring country. We are caring for another 400 still in 

https://barnabasfund.org/government-silence-is-another-betrayal-of-afghanistan-christians/
https://barnabasfund.org/latest-needs/afghanistan-crisis-appeal-rescue-afghan-christians/


Afghanistan. We are also preparing to enable 
1,200 to get out of Afghanistan and into safe 
countries. 

Á We are supporting the living costs of 
Christians in hiding in Afghanistan.  

Á We are supporting the living costs of 
Christians who have recently got out to 
neighbouring countries.  

Á We will be funding flights for 
Christians to travel from the region to 
safer countries. 

Á We will need to fund them for a period 
as they settle into their new safe 
countries. 

Prices are fluctuating, but current costs are: 

£200  ($275; ú230) is the typical cost of an 
air ticket to fly one Christian out of the region 
to a safe country. 

£150  ($200; ú175) provides one monthôs 
food and accommodation for an Afghan 
family on the move within the country, cut off 
from their normal means of support.  

£50  ($70; ú60) provides food, rent and 
utilities for a week for a family newly arrived 
in a neighbouring country.  

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  

Around and About  

A miscellany of news and views!  

Little Gregs 

[ƛǘǘƭŜ DǊŜƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎΣ 
re-started on 14th September, and after 18 
months it was a delight to welcome 10 children 
with their (grand)parents or carers.   Almost all 
those children have never had the chance to 
interact with groups of other children of their 
own age, but they all seemed to enjoy playing 
with toys and even doing some colouring.   In two 
ǿŜŜƪǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
when the Kids Swap Shop opens in the main 
church, 9-10am.   Little Gregs is open 9.30-
11.30am every Tuesday during term time, in the 
¦ǇǇŜǊ bŀǊǘƘŜȄ ŀǘ {ǘΦ DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎΦ AL 

Barnabas Fundôs long experience of 
rescuing Christians  

Barnabas Fund has a long track record of 
rescuing Christians in danger and bringing 
them to safety. 

Though our Operation Safe Havens, we have 
rescued more than 8,000 South Sudanese 
Christians, by plane and bus, who needed to 
escape from the Islamic northern Sudan. We 
have also rescued over 1,700 Syrian and Iraqi 
Christians, helping them to settle in safe 
Western countries, paying visas, airfares, 
living costs on arrival. Over the years we have 
rescued many others. 

Join us in saving lives of Afghan 
Christians  

9 Priory Row, Coventry, CV1 5EX 

Call:  024 7623 1923 
Email:  info@barnabasfund.org 

 

 

I wish to thank Liz Hawarth with gratitude for her 

wonderful editing of the Turret Times which has 

contributed to the sharing of news and 

information particularly through the pandemic 

for St. Georges. Dallas 

ά/ƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅέ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘ 

issue of TT2 would be the last in its present 

format. 

Of some interest may be that {ǘ DǊŜƎΩǎ had a 
survey for bats recently  
This is a big national survey and although I do not 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǘǎ ƛƴ {ǘ DǊŜƎΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ 
volunteer who placed her bat detector in the 
church for 2 days said it was just as valuable to 
discover we do not have bats!!  MM 
ς www.batsinchurches.org.uk). 
 

mailto:info@barnabasfund.org
http://www.batsinchurches.org.uk/


An Artist in our Midst! 

Cards for sale in aid of the Barnabas 

Fund, painted by Marjorie and printed 

by Swift Print. To purchase, please 

ring Marjorie on 866416.  

 
Marjorie says that the actual colours are brighter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irises, Rose, 

Butterfly, 

Hollyhocks, Tulips 

with Lilac. 

 

£2.40 each 

105 of profit to 

Barnabas Fund 

 

 

Lychgate repairs courtesy of Teignbridge, Cofton 

 

 

 

Online Prayer Together 
Tuesdays at 9.00 - Prayer Meeting ς Zoom Link on 
weekly Benefice E newsletter 
 
Thursday, 6.30pm for around 30 minutes.  There is 
Email Nick at starcrossoasis@gmail.com for the link. 
 
It is perfectly OK to join in by staying silent! 
 


