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So we have left behind for this year that season which sends
Church Wardens to check their diaries as to which liturgical
colour goes on which day—Purple, red, white (Maundy
Thursday), nothing (or red) (Good Friday), white, red—and
Dallas has written about this recently in a newsletter; and
left behind that glorious chaos of Pentecost, Thy Kingdom
Come and the Jubilee (see the special Jubilee Edition of this
esteemed publication for news on that) and landed firmly
into the season of Sundays after Trinity—the Green Season.
It’s just “ordinary”. Which raises the question, what is
ordinary in the Christian life?
Green after all is the season of growth. As the human race
we depend on the life giving green of nature. Without it
there would be no life and without it the planet would die.

Senior Clergy Reflection – July 2022
The Lambeth Conference 26th July -8th August
2022
This month sees the gathering of Bishops of the
Anglican Communion, known as The Lambeth
Conference, taking place in Canterbury. There hasn’t been such a gathering since 2008, and collective
memory is hard to find – in our group of South
West Bishops, only two had been at that
conference. ‘My memory is of walking long
distances over the university campus,’ said one. ‘It
was very intense,’ said the other! So apart from
walking and intensity, what can we expect?
‘Inspired by the book of 1 Peter, we will explore
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If you are not online
and would like to receive a hard copy,
please enquire at each
church for the arrangements that are being
made.
We encourage those
who are on line to pass
copies to those who
are not!

Lammastide?

What is it?
Benefice Service
Sunday 31st July
10.30
Holcombe Village Hall
Followed by picnic
(bring your own lunch!)

what it means to be “God’s Church for God’s
World,”’ writes the Archbishop of Canterbury. ‘We
will discuss matters of church and world affairs.
We will share stories from our different cultures.’
The first Lambeth Conference was in 1867. This
will be the 15th. Looking back at previous agendas,
the controversies and challenges of our time are
echoed. In 1920 the conference affirmed the place
of women as lay members of synod. They also resolved that: ‘No one should be excluded from worship in any church on account of colour or race.’ In
the aftermath of the First World War, a resolution
stated: ‘War as a method of settling international
disputes is incompatible with the teaching and
example of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
These resonances with our own times are
poignant, as we in turn ‘wrestle with issues of
common concern’ today. The Church around the
world faces incredibly challenging contexts that
include war, poverty, climate change, terrorism,
inequality, oppression and injustice. It is a vital
time to be meeting.
Please pray for the Lambeth Conference and for
the Anglican Communion all around the world.
Pray that the Bishops gathered would be inspired
to serve the living God and be faithful shepherds of
God’s church.
The Rt. Rev’d Jackie Searle, The Bishop of Crediton

Devon Vicar Marks 40th
Anniversary of Night He
Was Saved in Falklands
Bombing Raid
This year a Devon vicar
and former Royal Marine is
marking the 40th anniversary of
a Falklands bombing raid which
killed two of his comrades.
Rev’d Steve Jones, who is Team Rector of Exmouth,
Littleham and Lympstone, says he believes his life
was miraculously saved in the attack at Ajax Bay.
He was just 16 when he joined the Royal
Marines at the Commando Training Centre at
Lympstone. Following training he qualified as a signaller before being posted to the Commando Logistics Regiment Royal Marines in Plymouth. Steve
Jones trained at RM Lympstone, the Royal Marines
training base, now in his mission community.
In April 1982, only three days after he arrived at his unit in Plymouth, the British overseas
territory, the Falkland Islands, was invaded by Argentina. The Commando Logistic Regiment was sent
south as part of the UK’s Task Force to retake the
islands. Speaking to Premier On Demand’s Sunday
Night Live with Pam Rhodes, he said on 27 May
1982 he had just come off duty when an Argentinian airstrike began without warning. He recalled, “I
saw two Argentine A4 Skyhawk jets come over the
horizon heading directly for us. We hadn’t had the
air-raid warning so they had taken us by surprise. “I
was completely on my own, there was no-one
around me and I started running as fast as I could
towards the galley building. “I felt myself grabbed
by an unseen force and turned 90 degrees to the
left and propelled in that direction. I looked up and
the nearest of the jets was just coming with its underbelly canon firing, chewing up the ground with
the bullets. The jet was flying so low it felt like I
could reach up and touch it. I saw it release a black
500 lb bomb and I just thought ‘I’m dead, it’s all
over’.
Steve said the bunker he was heading to was
full so he threw himself down on the ground
nearby. He said “The bomb landed on the building I
had been heading to and killed my friend Paul
who had just fed me supper. I felt the terrible force
of the explosion and my other friend Colin was, very
tragically, killed next to me.” Steve said he felt like
he had been shielded from the explosion. “I was
unharmed apart from some tiny bits of

The Bishop
Of
Exeter

is the driving force behind a new book about village churches which aims to help them flourish
and thrive as the beating heart of their communities. “How Village Churches Thrive” has been
published by the Church of England with a foreword by the Comedian Hugh Dennis, whose father
was a vicar and a bishop. It is aimed at church
members and is packed with practical advice and
examples of good practice from across England. In
his introduction, the Rt Rev’d Robert Atwell, said
“This guide seeks to help those in positions of
leadership, whether ordained or lay, to focus their
energy on ten basic things that can (cont p 4)
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shrapnel in my hands. It literally felt as if somebody was
laying on top of me and shielding me.”
Steve proposed to his wife by telegram after the
Argentine surrender. They’ve now been married 39
years.
As another air-raid warning sounded, Steve ran
into an empty bunker: “I cried out to God. I knew that
what the Bible said was true and there had to be more
to life than this. I called out to God and God saved my
life. I have spent the rest of my life trying to explore
Christianity and what faith means and why God saved
me on that day.”
After leaving the marines, Steve became a police
officer before training as a barrister. He later felt called
to become a church minister, firstly in the Baptist church
in the UK and America and then in the Church of England. His current mission community includes the Royal
Marines training base at Lympstone. Steve says the 40th
anniversary of the attack will be a time of “deep reflection” after he recently found out the name of the Argentine pilot who bombed him and killed his friends. “It
makes the issue of forgiveness live and very vivid. However, God’s amazing grace is sufficient, and his love overcomes all things.”

Aqua Bears & Prayers Makes a Big
Splash with Bishop Jackie
The Bishop of Crediton, the Rt. Rev’d Jackie Searle visited Sampford Peverell to attend Aqua Bears and Prayers,
a toddler group run by Steph Packham and a team of
volunteers, Steph said:
“It’s a toddler group with a difference because it's in a
swimming pool, so we have a group of children and
their grown-ups who come and join us for water play
and water confidence sessions.”
As well as developing Aqua Bears & Prayers, Steph is
also a churchwarden at St Peter’s Church in Uplowman,
part of the Sampford Peverell Mission Community.
Steph began developing the idea when she noticed the
low number of children and families in the church, she
said:
“I just couldn’t believe that the conversation with children and families would be over, I just thought there’s
got to be a way to reach out to people where they are
on their faith journey.”
Each session consists of water confidence play, singing,
hearing a Bible story, prayer, and plenty of time for the
adults and children to get to know each other.
Bishop Jackie said:
“I’ve really loved Aqua Bears & Prayers, and it’s amazing seeing the little ones in the pool getting confident
3

but all in the context of hearing these stories
about Jesus, it’s a really clever idea and hats
off to Steph for her creativity.”
“It’s an encouragement to think what others
could do to help children to learn about God
and also come together and socialise, it’s absolutely brilliant.”
Steph has also created a lot of resources and
documents on good practice which she hopes
will be useful to anyone else who might want
to replicate Aqua Bears & Prayers in their
community. She said:
“I have spent a lot of time figuring out what
you need to make this a replicable model, my
dream is that other people can do it. It may
not be swimming, but whatever it is that you
have the skills and gifts to do, I would urge
you to just try it and give it a go, it can be incredibly fruitful if you just step out in faith.”
“I’m thrilled that the seed of an idea has
turned into a reality and that we’re seeing
people coming week after week and hearing
all the Good News we’re sharing.”
If you would like to speak to someone about
your ideas for ministry to children and families, please contact Clare Cooke, the Children
and Families Advisor at the Diocese of Exeter.
https://vimeo.com/715616807

Children seldom misquote you. In
fact, they usually repeat word for
word what you shouldn't have said.

Learn to distinguish between trying
and training. Without training I may
try to win a marathon race, but I will
only fail. That is because without
training there will be no ingrained habits that
have restructured my body for the marathon.
Training builds holy habits. – Anon

at the moment. We continue to welcome guests to
the UK and are very busy online trying to find suitable matches. Thank you for your continued generosity. To contact the team please email
ukraine@exeter.anglican.org

Ukraine Refugee Support: A Call for Help
The Archdeacon of Plymouth, the Venerable Nick
Shutt, chairs the diocese Ukraine Refugee Support
Group. He writes: When we undertake online interviews with potential Ukrainian guests there are
several criteria which reoccur that are important
to them: schooling for children, possibilities for
work, accessibility in terms of transport and good
internet connections. For all these reasons, many
request the possibility of living in a city or town as
opposed to more rural settings. We think there is
possibly some misunderstanding about what
“rural” means in the UK. Why do we think this?
When we gather information, some of our guests
request “running water” and “electricity” perhaps
thinking that these are not available in rural areas.
Hence our thinking that some Ukrainians have a
different view about what rural looks like in
Ukraine and the UK. However, we are also aware
that there are accessibility issues in our villages
with intermittent or non-existent public transport,
patchy internet etc. Here is the conundrum we
face as many of our hosts are generously offering
rural locations.
Seeking New Hosts in Towns and Cities and
Clusters of Homes
We are now beginning to run low on hosts in
towns and cities and we would be pleased to recruit more hosts from across Devon, particularly
to help us crack this issue, whilst continuing to
explain what rural life is like in Devon and encouraging potential guests to choose this option. We
have another issue that we are coming across:
large extended families. We are now trying to find
host families in the same community so we can
split these large extended families across 2 or 3
hosts. We are therefore interested in any such
local clusters in villages, towns or cities whether
or not they are “signed up” to the Diocesan
scheme

(cont from p2) contribute to the revitalisation, recovery and renewal of their village church. Our
churches are holy places that speak of God’s unchanging love. If they are to survive as the home of
living, praying congregations they need to recover
their role as hubs of community life.”
Bishop Robert is the Church of England’s lead bishop on rural affairs as well as sitting in the House of
Lords. The book’s first chapter is about Extending a
Warm Welcome and was written by members of
the Diocese of Exeter’s Growing the Rural
Church team.

The comedian Hugh Dennis wrote the foreword
Other chapters include making the most of life
events like weddings, using buildings creatively, caring for God’s acre, welcoming children and communicating effectively.
Bishop Robert said “I am delighted with the publication of this book, filled with wisdom from clergy and
lay people from across the Church of England about
how we can help our village churches to be centres
of the Gospel as well as centres of love, learning
and community.
Bishop Robert acknowledged that some rural parishes were facing difficulty as a result of the pandemic, reduced finances and dwindling congregations. He said “Sometimes things can seem intractable but it’s not impossible, doing small things makes
a difference. It’s one step at a time and that’s how
we make progress. “There is something in this book
for everyone to draw upon.”
The book is available to order online or from Christian bookshops.
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seem like a luxury when the nation is battling a
cost of living crisis. However we also know that
nature has huge benefits for our mental health
and wellbeing. The government should work to
restore and protect nature so that everyone,
rich or poor, can access nature close to home.
Hannah Eves, A Rocha UK’s Researcher
That will create more jobs in the green sector
and increase our carbon storage capacity.
While oil companies rake in record profits of over
Going green will not just help us to avoid
£100bn, average energy bills in the UK, per household, catastrophic climate change – it will save money
are expected to rise by £1,500 this year. The financial
and create a fairer and better future for
impact on the poor and vulnerable will be crippling,
everyone.
and the number of those in the UK in fuel poverty will
The IPCC report released April 2022 said
double to an estimated 12 million. This will have a rip- that limiting warming to 1.5 degrees requires
ple effect on the health, nutrition and wellbeing of peo- global greenhouse gas emissions to peak before
ple across the UK as they choose between eating or
2025 at the latest and be reduced by 43% by
heating their homes. It is a huge injustice.
2030. We can’t afford to wait until the cost of
But the idea that we cannot afford to tackle the
living crisis is over. We must act now to find soclimate crisis in the midst of a cost of living crisis is mis- lutions for both. The burden cannot be placed
leading. The truth is that there are significant things
on those who have to decide between eating or
that we can do to tackle these crises in tandem. And we heating. The government must lead the way
cannot afford to delay action on the climate any longer. and use its legislative and tax powers, and budgThere is a very insidious myth that going green
ets, to make it easier and cheaper for ordinary
will cost us more – that a green lifestyle is more expen- people to do the right thing for the environsive – and there are some very powerful companies
ment.
lobbying against sustainable energy. They have worked
very hard to sell the story that going green costs, and,
https://arocha.org.uk/tackling-the-climate-crisis
significantly, that it will cost you. Some solutions do
-and-cost-of-living-crisis-in-tandem/
cost more upfront than the average person can pay but
once in place would lead to significant savings – ground
-source heat pumps for example. If people can be
helped with the upfront costs, the ‘climate solutions’
Local Church
will be adopted faster and the savings will help with the
Action
cost of living crisis.
To take another example, a comprehensive home Our three churches continue to gradually gather
insulation plan funded by the government would mean information about carbon matters and the Eco
that we use less energy to heat our homes. This would Church Scheme. At St Mary’s Hall, there are
reduce carbon emissions and save money – it is estiplans for managed wild areas and a raised senmated that proper insulation could save UK households sory area. However, a large sycamore needs to
£1.3bn per year. And an ‘insulation rollout’ would cre- come down before it gets any bigger, and until
ate jobs which would help with the cost of living crisis. the tree surgeon can attend, other work is on
There’s more. Moving away from fossil fuels tohold.
wards renewable energy will make us less dependent
on the skyrocketing cost of fossil fuels on the internaWhilst away on short breaks this year I am
tional market. We are not as dependent on Russian oil always interested to see if other churches have
and gas as other countries but we are still vulnerable to joined in with the Eco Church scheme. Look for
financial shocks on the fossil fuel market. Most forms of the photos scattered throughout this magazine.
renewable energy can be harvested locally in many
I wonder if visitors to our
places around the UK – wind and tidal energy in the
churches would find the
North Sea for example – so jobs could be created in
same information as I did
many locations. Phasing out fossil fuels is critical if we visiting others?
are to keep warming as close to 1.5 degrees as possiRight– Bronze award in
ble, and moving away from fossil fuels will, ultimately, Bridgenorth Parish Church.
reduce both the cost of living and carbon emissions.
Finally, to some, access to green spaces may
Chris Curd, Eco Champion

The Climate and Cost of
Living Crises—Tackling
them in tandem
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© Ruth Bancewicz

and appreciating as much as a work of art or a historic
city. I’m so grateful to the community that chose to
preserve it, and the Creator who used such intricate
and patient processes to create it. As the animals and
Dr Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at The Faraday Institute
plants around me did what comes to them naturally, I
for Science and Religion in Cambridge, writes on the posidid what I was made for - thanking God for everything
tive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
I saw. I found myself praising God alongside all those
It can be easier to notice things away from home, species of lichen, moss and trees. “Let everything that
when we are relaxed and surrounded by unfamil- has breath praise the Lord” (Psalm 150).
iar sights in an exotic location. But sometimes
There is a growing call to take both our personal devothe same wonders are there in our own back
tions and our church services outside from time to
yard. GK Chesterton was a great advocate of intime, and there are a growing number of resources to
tensive observation, and he invited his readers to help us do this. As you go through your week, can you
take a fresh look at things that might be taken
find one new way to appreciate your surroundings,
for granted. The rewards for this mental adjustand praise God alongside the rest of creation?
ment are great, and can feed into our worship in
Morning Prayer
new ways.
I first learned to appreciate old growth forests on
the West coast of Canada: the centuries-old tanWhen morning in russet and saffron clad
gle of logs and underbrush, and thick layers of
Is mantling the hills in a dew-soft plaid
moss and lichen, that provide rich resources for
To the song of the moorland two-wings glad
countless organisms. Several years later, in ScotLet my heart upraise;
land, I stumbled over a few acres of birch and
hazel, lush with moss and ferns, and humming
When light creeps in through the chinks of the door
with insect and bird life. Fallen logs lay everyWhen the mist ascends from the mountain floor,
where, vegetation grew up the trees, creepers
When the ocean shimmers like burnished ore,
hung down, and sunlight slanted through
Let me give Thee praise.
clearings.
I later discovered that this patch of woodland is
one of the few remaining areas of old growth
O God of the morning, Christ of the hills,
Atlantic rainforest, so I visited one sunny mornO Spirit who all the firmament fills,
ing when I had more time to linger. The wood is
O Trinity blest who all goodness wills,
home to 140 species of lichen and 100 of moss,
Keep us all our days.
so I found myself looking very closely at tree
trunks and boulders. Each lichen is a unique relaFrom Prayers of the Western Highlanders
tionship between a fungus and a particular collection of single-celled algae – an example of the
You may get to the very top of the ladcollaboration that is so essential to every ecosysder, and then find it has not been leantem.
ing against the right wall. – A Raine
Places like this are worth preserving, respecting,

Wonder and Worship:
Reflections in a Scottish Rainforest
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Faizaan was thrown out of

A New Bakery
From the Mosaic Middle East website
Teleskof is a village in northern Iraq located approximately 19 miles north of Mosul. Populated mostly by Assyrians, many of whom are members of the
Chaldean Catholic Church, it has a heritage stretching
back to the fourth century when it reportedly had a
population of over 1,400.
After ISIS were defeated on the battlefield many
families have been able to return and are working to
restore communities across the region. During the
two years when much of the Nineveh Plain
was occupied by ISIS, many Christians and Kurds
were targeted for killing and kidnapping. Much property was damaged, stolen or destroyed. With little
government assistance available and without the financial means to rebuild factories, businesses and
farms, the future
has looked uncertain. (we have
now) completed
the latest Nineveh SEED Project
- a new bakery in
Teleskof is now
officially open!
The bakery,
named Al-Mahaba specialises in Lebanese bread for
the village and surrounding area. The bakery is now
providing employment opportunities for 6 local young
people. Through them it impacts their wider families,
whilst the business itself benefits the whole of the local economy, as well as providing fresh bread of
course!
We are very grateful that this project was funded jointly by The Jerusalem Trust and donations
from Mosaic Middle East supporters. Working together with an Iraqi NGO, the Friends of Youth Forum, the
project was completed in May 2022 and cost £15,316.
This is now benefitting six local families through direct
employment opportunities, as well as bolstering the
local economy. Ultimately, it encourages people to
stay or return to this area - to play their part in rebuilding their community.
For the past three years, Claudine has proudly volunteered in her community as a hard-working Light Mother.
She travels to remote areas to meet children eating just
one sparse meal a day of potato or cassava, and their
mothers who are doing all they can to provide for their
families.
Claudine teaches mothers how to create nutritious meals
for their children and trains them in how to create vegeta7

school when his parents could
not pay the fees. Distressed
and longing to study, “I prayed
to God that He shows me the
right direction and helps me out of it,” explains
Faizaan. His prayers were answered when he
heard about a Barnabas-funded Christian school
where he could study almost free of charge.
“Thank you, God, for your love,” says Faizaan as
he finishes his testimony. Faizaan is one of more
than 11,000 poor Christian children attending
Christian schools in Pakistan supported by
Barnabas Aid. With Barnabas’ contribution to the
running costs, the schools can charge minimal
fees, affordable by their parents, who work in low
-paid jobs such as labouring, domestic service, or
brick kilns. The free schools provided by the Pakistani government are usually very tough for
Christian children, who feel hated, despised and
discriminated against. Christian pupils are made
to feel so inferior and the pressures are so great
that some drop out of education altogether, unless their parents can afford private schools.

Last month, Send a Cow changed
its name to Ripple Effect to reflect
the impact of their work and support their ambitious new plan to
reach 5 million more people by
2030.
Ripple Effect have long known that change starts
when farmers come together to learn practical
ways to grow and sell more. Their farms become
more productive, they lift themselves out of poverty and share what they learn with families and
neighbours. For every family Ripple Effect work
with, three more families benefit. Like a drop of
water in a still pond, the impact spreads, and in
time millions are making the most of the
potential in their land, moving beyond surviving
to thriving. They’re creating a wave of change in
rural Africa.
ble gardens so they can grow healthy harvests. By
promoting good hygiene and sanitation practices,
instances of upset stomachs, which also contribute
to malnutrition, are reduced too. Ripple Effect

EARTH BUILDINGS & SUSTAINABLE
SOLUTIONS Samara Levy writes:
Our Adobe or “earth” buildings are progressing, which is really encouraging. In the first
instance they are being built for our sheep and
animals, then we will build storage, and then
more. It is a building
technique which has
been used for thousands of years in this
area. We started researching building with
earth more than 18 months ago when we saw
how the prices of everything were spiralling out
of control. We didn’t want to compromise on
the projects we had planned which are needed,
but wanted to ensure our limited funds
stretched as far as possible. But there was
something else that was vitally important - we
wanted to remind the poorer people around us
that God has given us all the resources needed
for providing shelter, right in front of us. Sometimes all that is needed is to see others doing it.
We love the environmentally friendly sustainability of it - that we are using the resources
that God has put under our feet. For the same
price as two sacks of cement, we can employ
seven workers for a day to make these earth,
Adobe bricks, meaning we are paying for salaries rather than products. This way, more of our
money is spent on helping families feed themselves rather than fuelling a less sustainable
economic product.
These Adobe bricks are made from our
own sand, our clay and even from our own
straw, or ‘tibn’ as it is called locally. What

makes them even better is that these earth bricks are
fireproof, bullet proof, and they make great sound and
thermal insulation. I have seen far too many buildings
in Syria with concrete blocks that bullets have shot
straight through - they offered no protection. The
finished earth brick walls will be rendered with
another protective layer of earth plaster.
The worker responsible for this project took
quite a bit of convincing that there was any merit to be
had from building with this seemingly primitive
medium. But his grandfather’s house was built from
earth and is still standing so he agreed to give it a try.
Recently he was overhead saying “goodbye concrete no more cement bricks”. His family live in very poor,
unfinished, unplastered concrete block accommodation. This week he told Dr A that he wants to build a
room for his own family from earth blocks. This was
music to my ears, as a big part of our vision for these
projects is attempting to change the culture, or to reverse a “modern” culture which has been rendered
next to useless for too many by lack of fuel, electricity
and money in the Syrian context. We aim to revive
ancient techniques, which in a world of climate change
now seem far more progressive than the now traditional ways of living we have all become accustomed
too in the developed world. Replacing tractors with
horses and donkeys, using freely available, natural and
sustainable materials for building, clean energy for
power - this is the only way to rebuild devastated
communities in a place where there is no fuel,
no power and no money. And we see that it isn’t
appropriate simply for us to rebuild for them - the
people there need the assurance that they can take
control and do it for themselves at low or no cost. Rebuilding must come from a posture of empowerment.

We have “managed” creation in such a way that the
very eco systems are under threat. It appears that
Russia is using wheat as a political tool whilst starvation marches around the globe. In the richer first
The front page reminded us
world we are looking at a cost of living crisis which is
that we are in the season of
exacerbated in those countries already living much
Growth. Many of you might
nearer the margins of life. It is so easy for mental surrealise immediately that I am
vival just to switch off from all this and let what be,
thinking of two types of growth, both vital for
be. This is of course a very strong temptation, but
life in different ways.
one, I suggest that should be resisted. May I suggest
the word “PAW”?
Pray
Act
Write
Growth in Creation
To Pray is to first of all to turn our attention to the
We need to take seriously our stewardship of
the created order, not only because it has been beauty of Jesus. It seems to me that not only did our
given to us by our Lord of Life, but also because Lord’s incarnation bring about Love’s wonderful
we depend on it. We are made of the dust of the salvation plan, it also gave us a Saviour in our own
shape and sharing our experience. When all seems to
earth and to dust we shall return. Our physical
overwhelm, the old hymn rings true (cont p 13)
bodies are part of that very created order.

Editorial
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Heroes of the Faith:
Phoebe Palmer

Phoebe, who died in 1874, saw 25,000 Americans
brought to faith in Christ during her long and fruitful
ministry. Her influence went beyond conversions and
Phoebe Palmer
Phoebe has been considered to be one of those individwas one of the
uals humanly responsible for the cluster of Christian
foremost Christian events and initiatives called America’s Third ‘Great
leaders of the 19th Awakening’.
century and someSignificantly, Phoebe was not just a woman of
one whose influwords but also one of deeds. With her extraordinary
ence continues to
energy she encouraged and aided churches in providing
the present day.
food, clothing and shelter for the poor in New York. She
Born in New York in 1807, Phoebe
helped an enormous range of people: widows, orWorrall grew up in a family with a passionate
phans, prisoners, prostitutes and, after the Civil War,
Christian faith. Her father was a ‘first generafreed slaves. She was a supporter of the planting of
tion’ Methodist, having come to Christ under
new churches and missionary activity, leading support
John Wesley himself in England; the great
for the first Methodist mission to China.
evangelist’s beliefs were to dominate PhoePhoebe Palmer was profoundly influential on the
be’s life.
way many people, both in Methodism and beyond,
In 1827 Phoebe married a doctor, Walter thought about the Christian life. She is seen as somePalmer, who was another keen Methodist. The one who links the 18th-century ‘revival preaching’ asfirst ten years of her marriage proved sadly
sociated with John Wesley, with the 20th-century Pentraumatic as she lost three of her four chiltecostalism that began at Azusa Street in 1905.
dren, including one in a horrific fire. After
struggling over these bitter events, Phoebe
Phoebe Palmer was a remarkable woman and
allowed them to draw her closer to God.
Christian. Let me suggest four reasons why.
Phoebe’s sister began weekly prayer
First, Phoebe was a woman who sought a deepmeetings which focused on ‘holiness’. In this
er experience of God. Beyond all the confusing lanquest for holiness, believers sought to experi- guage of ‘second blessing’ and ‘sanctification’ lies the
ence ‘sanctification that would allow a holier
glorious and essential goal of knowing God better. She
Christian life. Phoebe decided that it required sought holiness, a word that, despite its importance in
completely and unconditionally offering your- the Bible, is sadly very much out of fashion today and
self to God and, in 1837, declared she had
whose absence in our lives deprives us and our churchfound that which she sought – what later Pen- es of God’s power.
tecostals and others would call a ‘baptism’ or a Second, Phoebe was a woman who was empowered by
‘filling’ of the Holy Spirit.
God. Although she had her own natural gifts, in all the
Phoebe now became an enthusiastic ex- many and varied things she did, Phoebe relied utterly
ponent of ‘holiness’, first in these home
on God and his Spirit. She sought to let God work
groups and then at meetings. Her ministry
through her.
grew, and against considerable opposition she Third, Phoebe was a woman of exhortation about God.
found herself teaching groups with men, inIf personal holiness is an overlooked goal today, then
cluding church leaders. With meetings someexhortation – the emphatic, powerful urging of people
times numbering thousands, her reputation
to action – is an overlooked means to that goal. Again,
spread into Canada – where she saw someit’s our loss: the idea of encouraging, challenging and
thing of a revival – to the UK, where she and
appealing to believers to live deeper and holier lives is
her husband spent four years. Phoebe’s imwritten on every page of the New Testament letters.
pact was helped by her ten books and numer- Finally, Phoebe Palmer was a woman who believed in
ous journal articles.
the expression of her relationship with God. She bePhoebe had four decades of ministry and lieved and taught that what you took in from God in
during that time her emphasis changed. Like
heaven you should give out to men and women on
many who have tried to climb the mountain of earth. Whether in practical works such as charity or
spiritual holiness, she seems eventually to
service, or in preaching and teaching, the deeper Chrishave recognised that the summit was not fully tian life for her was not something to be enjoyed
attainable in this life. Nevertheless, she contin- selfishly but was to be shared with others.
uously exhorted Christians to seek a deeper
Throughout Christian history, from the martyrs
and holier life.
and monastics to the Puritans and Pietists, movements
9

have arisen in pursuit of a deeper devotion and
Christlikeness. So it was in 1837, following a personal tragedy and a transforming experience of
‘consecration’ and ‘sanctification’, Phoebe Palmer
stepped out from her comfortable New York home
to do whatever the Lord demanded of her.
May we, too, consecrate ourselves to Christ our
Saviour and do whatever our Lord demands of us.
J.John
Reverend Canon www.canonjjohn.com
Reproduced with permission

Wikipedia says that “Phoebe Palmer's daughter,
Phoebe Knapp, wrote several hymn tunes, including
the melody for Fanny Crosby's ‘Blessed Assurance.’ ”
Eco statement on display in Sidmouth Parish Church

Local Church News
The Revd Ailsa Spackman has now retired
from her “Permission to Officiate” ministry.
Members of St Gregory’s shared a special cake
to celebrate her years of PtO
ministry and to thank her.
Thank you Ailsa!
The

June
Ladies’
Lunch
was much
enjoyed by
all who
attended.
Sorry about
the back of
your head,
Helen!!
The next
lunch has
been moved
to

Tuesday 19th July
to avoid the holidays.
12 noon, Amelia’s at Cofton Country Holidays.
This will be the last One until the autumn, so
why not join us if you have not done before?

If you are looking for reports of all the Jubilee
Celebrations, then you have missed the Special Jubilee Edition of Coastline. Contact the
editor for a copy.

Christians Together in Dawlish and District
What’s different? Look out for details in the weekly
newsletter and for news of exciting new gatherings.

Open House and Garden—Saturday 6th August
2 Middlewood, EX6 8RN
2pm—6pm
Celebrating Golden Wedding
No presents please!
Cliff and Chris
If you are looking for a report on an event you
know about, and can’t find one, it is because
nobody sent an article in!

Whoever said "Out of sight, out of
mind" never had a large spider
disappear in the bedroom.
10
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15th July St Swithun (or Swithin),
saint for a rainy day

“turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful
face.” And from that position could I encourage all of
us to continue in prayer for the creation and all who
St Swithun is apparently the saint you can
depend on it.
blame for rainy summers. It is said that if it
But of course if we pray and are not prepared to be
rains on his special day, 15th July, it will then
part of the answer, that is not true prayer—so this is
rain for 40 days after that. It all began when
where Act comes in. I wonder what each and every
Swithun was made Bishop of Winchester in
852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an im- reader is doing to try to minimise the harm to the
portant posting: Winchester was the capital of planet or to help wildlife. How many , dear readers,
Wessex, and during the 10 years Swithun was have assessed your lifestyle to see if there is a change
you could make, how many have this year consciously
there, Wessex became the most important
planted flowers and plants that benefit wildlife?
kingdom of England.
During his life, instead of washing out people’s Another action is the ability to Write. You don’t have
to join in a specific campaign, although there are a lot
summer holidays, and damping down their
of those around. Having to readjust some of my food
spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of
purchasing to accommodate the tastes of a guest from
good. He was famous for his charitable gifts
another culture, and having been so very busy, it has
and for his energy in getting churches built.
When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be borne in on me how easy it is to grab articles swathed
buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just in plastic—still. What would happen if only 10% of the
population lobbied the government about this? Just
outside the west door.
one example. (I wonder how many toothpaste tubes I
If he had been left there in peace, who knows
have thrown away in 70+ years?!)
how many rainy summers the English may
have been spared over the last 1000 years.
Kingdom Growth
But, no, it was decided to move Swithun. By
In nature, that which does not grow in
now, the 960s, Winchester had become the
its due season, will die.
first monastic cathedral chapter in England,
We need to earnestly Pray
and the newly installed monks wanted
for the work of the Kingdom
Swithun in the cathedral with them. So finally,
in our churches, and to be willing to hear the
on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and
answer. We need to be willing to Act in the way that
Swithun was translated into the cathedral.
our loving Lord asks us, and if not Write letters, then
That same day many people claimed to have
certainly be in contact with Church Councils, reprehad miraculous cures. Certainly everyone got
sentatives, ministry team supporting and offering help.
wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually
Next to the organ in St George’s, there is a memorial
heavy rain that day, and on the days following, plaque which includes the words “Oh Jesus, I have
was attributed to the power of St Swithun.
promised to serve thee to the end.” Yes, the way we
Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the
can do this will change with our life circumstances, but
new Winchester cathedral. His shrine was a
we are all called to serve. One of my favourite Bible
popular place of pilgrimage throughout the
characters is Barnabas, simply because his name is a
middle ages. The shrine was destroyed at the
nickname: “Son of Encouragemnt”. Some readers will
Reformation and restored in 1962. There are
know who I mean when I remember an elderly church
58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England. member, restricted to her room, who befriended other residents and who always encouraged those who
2021 Census shows 8.5% increase in Teignbridge
visited her, however she felt herself. The love of God
Population—Devon County Council
The Office of National Statistics has released the first flowed from her.
results from the 2021 Census showing that the popu- So Green = the Season of Growth = may that be our
lation of England & Wales grew by more than 3.5 mil- expectation and may we be prepared to prune and
lion (6.3%) since the last census in 2011, when it was compost that which would hamper!
I hope you all have a good summer, although I do
56,075,912. The figures show that the population is
know that some of you are facing particular trials at
ageing, with 18.6% of people aged 65 & over, up
this time. The last date for contributions for the Sepfrom 16.4% a decade earlier. Teignbridge district’s
population has increased by 8.5%, from @ 124,200 in tember edition will be 19th August. It would be good
2011 to 134,800 in 2021. This is higher than the over- to have some reports of activities over the summer.
all increase for England (6.6%), where the population The Lord lead us in his way.
grew to 56,489,800.
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Advertising terms explained
NEW - Different colour from previous
design.
ALL NEW - Parts are not interchangeable with
previous design.
EXCLUSIVE - Imported product from goodness knows
where.
UNMATCHED - Not quite as good as the competition.
FOOLPROOF OPERATION - No provision for
adjustments.
ADVANCED DESIGN - The advertising agency doesn't
understand it.
IT'S HERE AT LAST - Rush job. Nobody knew it was
coming.
FIELD TESTED - Manufacturer lacks on-site test
equipment.
HIGH ACCURACY - Unit on which all parts actually fit.
FUTURISTIC - We have no idea why it looks the way
it does.
REDESIGNED - Previous flaws fixed - we hope.
DIRECT SALES ONLY - Factory had a big argument
with distributor.
YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT - We finally got one to
work.
BREAKTHROUGH - We finally figured out a use for it.
MAINTENANCE FREE - Impossible to fix.
MEETS ALL STANDARDS - Ours, not yours.
SOLID-STATE – Don’t drop it on your foot.
HIGH RELIABILITY - We made it work long enough to
ship it.

Nigel Beeton writes: Sometimes it’s the little things
that get to us. You need to get the labels off a jam jar,
so that you can recycle it (preferably by putting homemade jam in it in the autumn!) But can you get the
wretched things off? Well, maybe you can, but I really
can’t seem to manage it!
The Sticky Label By Nigel Beeton

I think, if I was clever
That I would never, never
Invent a label, sticky
That needs one to be picky
And takes a painful hour
To scrape off from a jar!
They drive me into fits
They tear in tiny bits!
I can’t help feeling blue
When they leave behind the
glue;
D’you wonder that I’m miffed
When it simply will not shift?
I’m sure that I’d be able
To make a sticky label
That peels off really well
And leaves no gungy gel!
I’m sure I could - however
I’m really not that clever!

All items for
September
Coastline to
Editor by
19th August,
please.

I hope you have enjoyed this edition. All items not attributed are from the Parish Pump website to which
we are subscribed. Let me k now if you miss a particular column or item. I am varying the content at the
moment! Adults—have a look at the children’s pages which can be printed off separately back to back.
How about some therapeutic colouring to help find the lost coin? Have a look at the Mouse Makes page.

Summer Competition
How many of the 37+ miracles can you list without consulting your Bible?
Answers to Ed by 19th August!
Contact and Social Media Details
Benefice Office 01626 864322. usually open Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. At other times messages can be left.
st.gregs@btinternet.com.
For all three churches, enquiries about Baptism and Marriage can be made to the Parish Office or to The Reverend
Dallas Ayling, Rector of the Dawlish Coast Mission Community— 01626 867386. revddallasayling@yahoo.co.uk.
For enquiries about Funerals, contact Dallas directly.
St Mary’s Cofton: If you would like to receive regular
news from St Mary's, please contact the Churchwarden,
Valerie Jeffery, 01626 890401. St Mary's Hall bookings:

contact Brian Hodge on 01626 862445 or
email bhodgedawlish@aol.com
Website: www.cofe-in-dawlish.org.uk
Coastline Editor and Benefice Eco Champion
Revd Preb Christine Curd, 07771842334;
prebchris2020@gmail.com; next Ed date 21st April
All clipart is believed to be free to use on a non profit making
basis.
Find us on Facebook
St Mary’s Cofton; St Mary’s Church Hall, Dawlish Warren;
St George’s Holcombe; St Gregory’s Dawlish
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